John Gately Downey -Timeline with Endnote

Seventh Governor of California

June 24" 1827 - March F' 1894
Born Castlesampson Town-land
Taughmaconnell Parish
South County Roscommon
Ireland

In his own handwritten notes archived at the Baftctdbrary, in Berkeley California, John Downey debes
himself as being 5’ 6” tall, with a square buildiff completion, auburn hair which turned white atdr years, and
hazel eyes. He claims a quick manner of addressise and to the point, and said he was very fatceHe
wanted it known that even though he was a Cathbkcdonated the land for the Methodist orientedvdrsity of
Southern California.
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Introduction

By any historical measure, the life and times ov&aor John Gately Downey are recent history. His
story had its beginning in the town-land of Casttepson, at the southern tip of County Roscommon, in
the Irish midlands, on June24827. Just two lifetimes ago. Two of my own dwg@ndfathers were
born in that same area around that very same time.

John Downey'’s life story is a powerful and compuglitale of a young Irish lad who came to America
shortly before the Irish famine, and who during Iifistime achieved enormous success in the world of
business and politics. A confluence of events améhg placed in his hands the opportunity to exert
powerful influence over the eventual outcome of Ameerican Civil War, a war that cost some 642,000,
lives. Decisions that he made as governor at thiereak of the American Civil War, at the age oftjus
thirty-two years, have had repercussions for thgddrStates of American and for the world at |attogt
continue to reverberate to the present day.

His term in office over while still a very young mahe returned to the southland where his statiiseas
first Governor of the State of California from Soetn California gave him tremendous stature andemad
him extremely influential in that rapidly growinggion of the American West.

Recounting the achievements of John Downey witlreltiding his siblings and the extended Downey
family would only be telling part of the story. Treéore, included in this timeline you'll find refemces to
his brother Patrick, his sisters Eleanor and Aramid their respective husbands. Patrick died reltiv
young, and didn’'t have an opportunity to make hakrin California, but the Downey sisters, Eleanor
and Annie certainly did

Also scattered throughout this timeline can be tbnames and dates unrelated directly to the storg.
included these dates as milestones to remind #aereabout what was going on in the world during th
period, and to further illustrate the flavor of &min which he lived. This was a period of tremargdo
change and growth, and he was in a unique positidse a central figure in much of the meaningful
progress achieved in the Los Angeles area and dey@Qalifornia advanced as much in the generation
immediately following the Civil War as the East Gbhad during the previous three hundred years and
John Downey played a critical role in the developtmef the region during that most important
generation. He had tremendous energy and foreaighhe proved to be the right man, in the rightg@la

at the right time for the United States of Amarithe State of California and for the Los Angdlasin. |
know of no other Irishman who during his lifetintagacted his adopted homeland, the state where he
settled, and the region where he lived, as complete John Downey did. | believe that he is the tmos
remarkable man of Irish birth to ever set foot lo@ North American continent.

Gene O'Sullivan

May, 2012
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Timeline with Endnotes

1734

John Gately Downey’s grandfather, Denis Downeypykm as Honest Jack) was born in the
town-land of Castlesampson, in the parish of Tawmgtonnell, in South County Roscommon.
According to John Downey’s own handwritten notesy grandfather was Jack Downey, known
as “Honest Jack”.

1775
August 8. Daniel O’Connell is born

1776
July 4 — American Revolution: United States Dedlaraof Independence. The United States
officially declares independence from the Britiginire.

1781
Los Angeles was founded by the Spanishkensite of a Native American village.

1795
Denis Downey, father of Governor John Gately Dowisdyorn.

1796
'One year after the birth of Denis Downey, John Deyisgrandfather, Denis (Honest Jack)
died. The inscription on his gravestone in theaadthetery in Taughmaconnell reads as follows.

PRAY FOR THE SOUL OF DENIS DOWNEY
WHO DIED DECEMBER THE 20" 1796 AGED 62 YRS
ERTD BY HIS SON DENIS
1790
"Bridget Gately, mother of John Gately Downey wasbo South County Roscommon..

1817
Bridget Downey and John Martin marry.

' Before marrying Denis Downey, Bridget Gately hagi married to a man by the name of
John Martin.

Bridget Downey and John Martin marry.
1818
Y Mary Martin is born,

John Martin dies after the birth of his first dateghand before the birth of his second daughter.

1819
vApril 11", Winifred Martin is born.

Page4‘

Bridget Gately marries Dennis Downey she and herdaughters move to the Downey home in
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Castlesampson. Based solely on the year of birtheof first child, the year of their marriage
was probably 1819. Dennis was 24 years old andyBtido.

ViEdward Martin, Eleanor Downey’s husband is borEimiscorty.

1820
Y"Patrick H Downey born.
This is the first child born to Bridget Gately andnnis Downey.

Patrick died in Los Angeles in 1867 at the age/ydars

1822
V""Peter Donahue, Annie Downey’s husband born (18 B85)18

1824
November — Andrew Jackson receives more popula&svbien John Quincy Adams in the U.S.
presidential election.

1825
February 9 — After no presidential candidate remegi@ majority of electoral votes, the United
States House of Representatives elects John QAnteys President of the United States.

1826
Severe drought and frequent earthquakes rock @abfoscarcely any rain fall and cattle died by
the thousand.

July 4, Both Thomas Jefferson and John Adams die.

1827 ,

John Gately Downey (1827-1894) was born June 24Castlesampson, Taughmaconnell
parish, County Roscommon, Ireland, to Dennis Dovar&y'Bridget Gately

President: John Quincy Adams (Democratic-Republidational Republican)Vice President:
John C. Calhoun (Democratic-Republican/Democrafit)ef Justice: John Marshall

1828
X September 8, 1828, Eleanor Downey is born. (18228)

December 3 — U.S. presidential election: Challedgetrew Jackson beats incumbent John
Quincy Adams and is elected President of the Uriitiades.

1829
March 4 — Andrew Jackson is inaugurated as thensie\Rresident of the United States.
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1832
*'"Mary and Winifred Martin immigrate to Baltimore, Mgand, USA e they would join their
mother’s brother, Michael Gately.

1835

Xiii
Los Angeles had been little affected by the revotuthat replaced Spanish rule with that of an
independent Mexican government in 1821.

November 25, Andrew Carnage was born

1836
March 6 — The Battle of the Alamo ends; 189 Texamesslaughtered by about 1,600 Mexicans.

1837
*Dennis Downey, John's father, dies in the familyneoin Castlesampson.

*'Annie, the youngest of the Downey children is born.
Maria Jesus Guirado, John Downey’s first wife isrbim Los Angeles County
April 17. JP Morgan born

1837 to 1841
*John was ten years old when his father died. Hisrdbrother Patrick was seventeen years old
and able to help his mother run the farm.

1842

At the age of fifteen years, John Downey immigrate&merica to join his uncle Michael
Downey, and his twd" stepsisters in Baltimore Maryland. It had beenMhighers hope that he
would enter the priesthood.

President: John Tyler (Whig/none) Vice Presidgatant Chief Justice: Roger B. Taney

March 5 — Mexican troops led by Rafael Vasquez dievexas, briefly occupy San Antonio, and
then head back to the Rio Grande. This is thedish invasion since the Texas Revolution.

1843
! Attended Latin School in Charles County Marylaradight by John F Corcoran, for one year.

1844
**Apprenticed to John Callan, a druggist in Washindd€., and began to learn the druggist
business.

1845
*Moves briefly to Vicksburg for a year, where he wasnected, in business, with Oliver
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Woodburn, who had a drug and stationary business.
Rosa Kelley, second wife of John Gately Downeynhkorireland (1845-1892)

The Irish potato famine begins with devastatingiitesn John Downey’s home area, County
Roscommon. Before it's over, many of his schoolmated his uncle would die of starvation
(1845-52) County Roscommon was the hardest hill ti@Irish counties during the famine.

1846
*\Went to Cincinnati where he was a partner with Johrling in a drugstore there for three
years on the corner of'sand Freemont Street.

1847
January 16 — John C. Fremont is appointed Goverinibie new California Territory.
February 11. Thomas Edison is born.

May 15". Daniel O'Connell dies.

1848
Wyatt Berry Stapp Earp born (March 19, 1848 — Janiid, 1929)

1849
! Against the best advice of his partner, John Dgsldimhn Downey joined the gold rush to
California. His journey took 87 days to complete.

il November 18. California voters approve a state constitution.
December . California formally asks for admission into taion.
*Vsan Jose selected as the first State capitol dfo@h

1850

XVAfter an unsuccessful attempt at gold mining, Jaorked for a time at the wholesale
druggist, Henry Johnson and Company, on Dupone&tfday’s Grant Avenue) San

Francisco. While living in San Francisco he bec#ioent in Spanish. This allowed him to fit
seamlessly into the business and social life inAlgeles when he moved there at the end of the
year.

With steady employment, John began to save his yn@amé became engaged in the business of
money lending. Around this time he m&tJames McFarland who told him about the
opportunities in the Southland. By the autumn &Q,8ohn had accumulated a tidy nest egg and
was looking for an opportunity to invest in.

September® California is admitted into the Union becomihg B£". state in the Union. A
measure of just how isolated California and espigdias Angeles was from the nation’s
capital, the news doesn’t reach Los Angeles foimgveveeks. During his time in San Francisco
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in 1849 and 1850, John Downey met two men who wpldg an enormous part in his life in the
years ahead. David Broderick & James Porter MaRdrl

i November 1850. Purchased ship’s cargo of phamtigeécompounds at a discount in San
Francisco and took delivery at the port of San @eiiday’s Los Angeles Harbor.

Vil Arrived in Los Angeles in December, Just as theqtat California had been admitted into
the Union reached the community.

Opened a drugstore witf*'Dr. J MacFarland. It was the only drugstore betw®&an Francisco
and San Diego. Their store was located in a lorggsbory adobe owned by B D Wilson, on the
northwest corner of Los Angeles and Commerciaksttelohn resumes his involvement in the
money lending business.

1851
John Downey becomes an American citizen.

**Bridget Downey, John’s mother, and his two sistBtsanor and Annie, and his brother
Patrick, came to Maryland to join Bridget's two etdlaughters Mary and Winifred Martin.
They had experienced great difficulty in Castlessomp but had survived the famine.

First American child born in Los Angeles, John Grélchols, April 1% 1851
*XDowney involves in incident with desperado

1852 )
February 18. 1852. Married'Maria Jesus Guirado

John Downey married the daughter’df Don Rafael Guirado, a Los Angeles native from a
family of early Spanish settlers.

1852

¥ August 16: Jim Savage shot and killed by Walter aivdy. (In 1858, Harvey married
Eleanor Downey. He was the father to John Gatealywel, one of the beneficiary of John
Downey'’s estate).

*YOctober 23, advertisement in the Los Angeles Seavsypaper

1852-56

¥ Served as a Los Angeles Councilman and later @@ unpervisor. These were his first
elected political office.

1853

He is a member of first Volunteer police force @®sin Los Angeles. (See Harris Newmark'’s,
Sixty Years in Southern California-pp35)

x|y 1853 Senator William Gwin, a leader of pro-sigvaterests in California, proposed to
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divide California to create a pro-slavery southeatf. He was opposed in this effort by
California’s other US senator, David C. Broderick.

Downey and MacFarland sell their drugstore.

1854
1854 Jan 4, Gov. Bigler, supported by Senator D@viBroderick, addressed the 5th Legislature
and called to move the capital to Sacramento (f&@m Francisco).

In November of 1854, just five years after arrivingCalifornia, in partnership with Don Benito
Wilson, William Stanford and Phineas Banning pusetha large part 67" Ranch De San
Pedro, 2400 acres, for the purpose of laying sméva city and harbor. This property
strategically fronted on San Pedro Harbor. (Los&eg Harbor today).

1855
Attempt made in the legislature to devise the Stdtethree states, Shasta, in the north,
California, in the middle, and Colorado in the $out

The Know Nothing Party gets a foothold in Calif@mmolitics. They are anti-Irish, anti-Catholic
and anti-immigrant and their nativist message péal@ge part in Downey’s decision to enter
statewide politics. The Know Nothing Party woultdmately succeed in electing J Neely
Johnson, Governor, before dwindling away as aifagie political force in the State.

John Downey elected Los Angeles county supervisor

X1 855 David S. Terry (32), born in Kentucky and edisn Texas, was elected to the state’s
high court and soon appointed as chief justice.

XWilliam Mulholland (September 11, 1855 — July 293%)

His stepsister, Mary Martin, dies in Brayertown Mand at the age of 37 years.

1856

Xiganuary 9, John Neely Johnson, the Know NothintyRandidate is elected governor of

California.

February organized and was a partner in the Piddg#&ompany along with Phineas Banning
and others. Brother Patrick is the secretary.fireeoil company in California

Helped the Irish Sisters of Charity become esthbtisn Los Angeles, and contributed to
building their first hospital.

May 22, )
John Downey’s sisterd! Annie and Eleanor and brother Patrick arrived itifGaia.

Partner in the Los Angeles Oil Company, the fiiktlalling enterprise in California
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Xt September ', John Downey was elected Assemblyman to représenfngeles in the
California State Legislature.

Appointed Collector Port of San Pedro, a positierphsses on to his brother Patrick
Appointed Superintendent of Lighthouses

Appointed US Treasury Agent by President Buchanan

February 1856 letter by John Downey

http://www.webroots.org/library/usahist/pndojohBaht

1856

Nov 4, (Irish American) Democrat James Buchanas elected US president. The American or
Know-Nothing Party had nominated Zachary TaylorrdMélard Fillmore. The Know-Nothing
Party was an anti-foreigner, anti-Catholic politiceganization. Buchanan easily won the
presidential election, gaining 174 electoral vdateRepublican John C. Fremont’s 141, and
Fillmore’s eight. Fremont failed to carry Califoanaftef’"” Jasper O’Farrell testified against him
bringing to light Freemont’s part in the 1846 murde3 Californios at San Rafael.

1857
May, Major Walter Harris Harvey a native of Georgarived from Washington with an
appointment as Register of the Land Office. Hamweuld later marry Eleanor Downey.

Bridget Gately Downey dies in Brayertown Marylaridree age of 67 years. She did not live to
witness her children’s successes in Californiaoaee her son become the Governor of the State.

1857

Los Angeles feels the Great Fort Tejon Earthquakech, at 7.9 on the Richter scale, is the
largest earthquake ever recorded in U.S. histothatttime. Only two deaths are connected to
the earthquake. Los Angeles Sheriff James Bartahthree of his deputies are killed in an
attempt to capture a fugitive Mexican guerilla ianSJuan Capistrano. The fugitive is later
captured and hanged.

Wells Fargo & Company opens an office in Los Angel8tagecoach baron Phineas Banning
founds Wilmington.(later annexed by the City of LAxsgeles) The Los Angeles Water Works is
formed and a water wheel begins operating aZtdrga Madredam.

1858

|n 1858 Senator James Henry Hammond of South @aradiplied to Senator William H.
Seward of New York, “King Cotton”
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MQctober ¥, the first Butterfield Overland Stagecoach frora Bast arrived at the Belle Union
Hotel on South Main Street, 21 days after leaviagtS_ouis.

October 27, 1858, Theodore "Teddy" Roosevelt is1bor
Sister Eleanor marrietf" Walter Harvey

1859
M The State of California experienced a financialrdepion in 1859

February 14, 1859 - Oregon is the 33rd state additi the Union.

There were 33 states and 9 territories

| W Hellmari™, later to become John Downey’s partner in FarraetsMerchants Bank, arrive
in Los Angeles with his brother Herman.

A bill by Assemblyman Andres Pico from San BernaodCounty to divide the state into two
states is approved by the legislature and signdtidgovernor. The measure gets

overwhelming voter approval but is killed by theléeal government.

Along with drugstore partner, James P McFarlandyurehased Santa Gertrli@ancho (17,602
acres)

"Los Angeles Newspaper article about the city.

Los Angeles County proposes to build a road frore Angeles to San Francisco.
""Elected Lieutenant Governor of California

i Silver is discovered in Virginia City Nevada.

" The Democratic Ticket for the California State e

James Porter McFarland returns permanently to Temeesells his interest in Rancho Santa
Gertrude to Downey.

YSeptember 13 US Senator David Broderick and California Supremert Justice David Terry
face off in a duel in San Francisco.

September 16
California US Senator David C Broderick dies.

1860
MJan 9, Milton Latham (1827-1882), the 6th govemfo€alifornia, gave his inaugural address.
Once Latham took office he had the legislature aggom to Senator Broderick's seat.

Page 1 1
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Vi January 1%, John G. Downey became the seventh governor oGl (1860-62) at the
early age of 32 years. (The youngest Governor iifd@aia history)

Vil His inaugural address was brief.

The States was running a large defecate when lkeoffioe and he immediately went to work to
balance the budget.

March 2, Governor Downey signed the Bill that m&aderamento the permanent capital of
California.

In 1860, the Supervisors of the City of Sacrameleieded to the State of California, the tract of
land bounded by L and N, 10th and 12th Streetsttamdegislature appropriated $500,000 for
the erection of the Capitol Building.

April 13,

The first™ Pony Express rider from St. Joseph Missouri reaGamiamento. The rider carried a
message from the President of the United Statesesl8uchanan, to the governor of California,
John G. Downey. The journey was completed in eagicta half days.

XPont Express reaches San Francisco.

April 16th ¥ Bullhead Bill Vetoed By vetoing the Bulkhead Bilb@rnor Downey prevented a
politically powerful syndicate from looting the &®ury and stealing from San Francisco her
waterfront. (Judge Levi Parson)

July,

A big pro Breckenridge rally is held in Los Angeladilton S Latham was the chief speaker.
Breckenridge was the pro succession pro slaveridate for President of the USA.

Breckenridge out polled Lincoln in Los Angeles 26379, taking approximately 60% of the
votes cast.

1860, When the Chivalry organized the Californiareratic Party to support Vice President
John Breckenridge in the 1860 national electiorPiasident, with their slogan of “peaceful
secession,” Downey again broke with the leadefsiso$tate’s party and supported Stephen
Douglas.

il August 11, newspaper article in the Los Angeles &aouncing Downey for not supporting
the Party

XVNovember & 1860, Abraham Lincoln is elected president. Seetiein map, footnote #61

“December 18. Letter to President Lincoln

December 2‘@, South Carolina became the first state to seaede the Union The civil War

016542-0S-5-12-DHS14
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Between the States was now much more likely toroccu
“iSister Eleanor gives birth to a son, John Downeywéig 1860-1949
The population of Los Angeles in the census coretliof 1860 was 4399.
%I October &. Telegraph line completed between San Francisdd_as Angeles.
“il December 17. H W Halleck letter

1861
XXMarch 4, Abraham Lincoln is sworn in as Presiddrthe United States of America.

r’](’?cr;]gsgr[?o'r Downey presented the State Legislature g State of the State address on
January 7, 1861, which made clear the politicaation that he would guide Califorrii¥:
January 8. Mississippi succeeds

January 10. Florida succeeds

January 11, Alabama succeeds

January 19. Georgia succeeds.

January 28. Louisiana succeeds.

February 1, Texas succeeds.

February 8.

Six secessionist states send delegated to Montgohte@bama; the new capital of the
Secessionist States, later a constitution is adopte

%iMarch 4", Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated as Presidertt@tinited States.

%4 March 22, 1861. Winfield Scott letter

April 17", Virginia succeeds.

v A proclamation issues by the Board of Supervisbth® City of San Francisco honoring
John Gately Downey for his veto of the Bulkhead.BiIl

April 12

%The American Civil War begins (1861-65). It tooketve days for the news to reach
Los Angeles.

016542-0S-5-12-DHS14
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X president Lincoln imposes newspaper censorship.
May 6". Arkansas April 1, Virginia succeeds..
%inMay 11", Pro Union Demonstration held in San Francisco.

May 15,
it Gyersaw the laying of the corner stone for the S¢ate Capital Building in Sacramento.

XXMay 17. No. IVIIl -Concurrent Resolution
May 20". North Carolina April 17, Virginia succeeds..

May 25". President Lincoln suspends the writ of habeagusoduring the Civil War

June 8. Tennessee April 17 Virginia succeeds..

July 1861 the War Department requested that California'seBuw Downey raise a force of
volunteers

July 14, 1861,
Raised one regiments of infantry and six compasiesvalry for the Union forces in the Civil
War.

" Governor Downey wrote to President Lincoln:.
bl July 24, Added an additional four regiments of inifg and one of cavalry

July 15.

A street fracas occurred on in San Francisco betvas/. Downey, John Middleton, a leading
auctioneer, and Myles D. Sweeny, president of Hiiagbank, over his veto of the Bullhead Bill.
Downey, evidently not amused by the other gentlésneamments, he punched Middleton on
the forehead knocking him to the ground. Calmedbgaevail and order was quickly restored.
All three were prominent Douglas Democrats.

August 14",
%l Simon Cameron, Secretary of war, letter to goveBmmney.

August 151861.
%oV gecretary of War Cameron, letter to Governor Downey

hxvaugust 28, Issued call for volunteers to meet the requeSenfretary Cameron dated
August 14"

hxViThe Governors message to the legislature regatda§tates Contingent.

il September 18. H W Hallack Letter

016542-0S-5-12-DHS14
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boviil gantember 19, 1861,
Patrick Downey marries Mary Reilly, at San Gabki$sion. The witnesses were, Patrick Ray
and Mary Delaney. There is no record of childmemf this union

October.

%X|n the first ever cross-continent telegraphic mgessent from California, Governor Downey
stated to President Lincoln, “I will keep Califoarsafe for the Union.”

The overland telegraph had been completed andtob®c1861 he sent a congratulatory
message to the President Lincoln on establishnfehtsonew means of communications
between East and West

November ¥, Telegraph was opened to the public. The cossiiiuthis service was
prohibitively high

December 20,
*Appointed John A Sutter as Major General, 5th.Davisof the California State Militia.

xiCol. Agoston Haraszthy, was asked by Calif. Govedotin Downey to go to Europe and to
find sample cuttings of the best European variaifegapes. When the legislatures refused to
fund this venture the governor contributed gendyomust of his own account.

*'Governor’s agenda...

1862
Downey left office with the state’s finances shogvansurplus.

Under Downey'’s leadership, the state adapted mameahe policies towards the Indian
population.

He saw to it that the State set aside money fangptete geological survey.
Governor Downey implemented policies to establisth @ support a State library System.
Xl January 10, Leland Stanford inaugurated as Governor

*May 1, the port of New Orleans falls to Admiral ayut. The south has lost its principle port
for the export of cotton to Europe, and therebyitaciple source of income to finance the war.

August 6. 1864, Sistef®’Anna (Annie) married San Francisco industrialigtte? Donahue
On September 22, 1862, Lincoln issued a prelimipanglamation that he would order the

emancipation of all slaves in any state of the €defate States of America that did not return to
Union control by January 1, 1863

016542-0S-5-12-DHS14
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XVi3GD Register his ranch brand for Warner Ranch.

Severe floods followed by years of drought decintlagecattle industry. Downey turns to raising
sheep

Heavy rains continue to flood the area. Later, hawgethe first of several great droughts begins.
The droughts persist over the next two years rieguih the loss of 70% of Los Angeles County
livestock and the end of the old ranching indudiryorder to protect Union interests in Southern
California, Fort Drum is established to house aigan of U.S. Army troops.

Sister Eleanor gives birth to a daughter, Mary lagrv

*¥iOctober 21, 1862. John Downey letter to Governanfrd.

November 19, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln dedivies Gettysburg Address.

1863
X January 1, 1863. Lincoln’s Emancipation Declaratio

X*January 8, 1863, Governor Downey presents the @or®Annual Address, to the state
legislature

¢ Czar Alexander II's decided to send a fleet to Bamcisco and New York.

“Re-nominated by the Democrats, but defeated iattésnpt to be re-elected Governor by Low.
July 30. Henry Ford is born.

“iNovember 19, Lincoln delivers the Gettysburg Addres

1864
“"Elected as a delegate to the national conventidhedt'National Union Party.

“Nominated from the first district as their congiesal candidate by the Democratic Party, but
declined to accept the nomination

1863, A smallpox epidemic spread through the Loged@s community resulting in many deaths
1865

“'Partners with Phineas Banning in the developmeRiarfieer Oil Company, the first oil
company in California. They soon acquired to atfgleum, or rock oil in San Pasqual Rancho.

*Begins subdividing his Santa Gertrude Rancho.

" April 9™ Civil War ends. See map with footnote # 105

Page 1 6
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April 14™ John Downey issues the first deed of land inQheta Gertrude tract to Joseph H
Burke. The price, $500.00 for 250 acres of land.

“*Built a brick residence at 345 South Main Stremtated between Third and Fourth Streets. It
was the first house in Los Angeles with a ballro@uwney exchanged some land in the new
town of Downey with JH Burke for the Main Streebperty. Burke has operated a blacksmiths
shop on the site. Today, The Ronald Ragan Stafalifornia office building sits on that site
today.

April 15", Abraham Lincoln is assassinated.

1866-67
“November 13, Downey ran an advertisement in one of the Losefegnewspapers.

Elected Los Angeles Supervisor.
July 24" Tennessee is the first of the confederate stagehmitted into the Union.

1867
Served asos Angeles Supervisor.

The Governor’s only brother, Patrick Downey, died.os Angeles, at the age of 47 years. .
Eleanor’'s daughter, Mary Harvey dies.

Brother-in-law, Walter H Harvey died.

1867. The Fenian rising occurs in Ireland.

1868
“March 23 — The University of California is foundiedOakland

Entered banking business witti James Heyworth
John Downey and James Alvinza Hayward founded Lagefes’ first "official” bank.

May 23 — Kit Carson, American trapper, scout, amtldn agent dies (b. 1809)

His Los Angeles Water Co. drilled the first artesieells in Compton. They were later acquired
by the city of Los Angeles and merged into what n®the Los Angeles Water & Power

November 3 — U.S. presidential election, 1868 HgsS. Grant

1869
Along with Phineas Banning organized and finantedt' San Pedro Railroad.

XV Begins building th€'Downey Block on Main Street at Temple, in Los Amgel It became
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the center of retail in the fledgling City of Los@eles, and the first organized shopping center
on the West Coast. By selecting that locationnIobwney established the “City Center” in this
new and growing community. Today, Los Angeles Eigfl sits on that very block.

“iBegan his acquisition of the Warner ranch, in Say® County.

April 10", The Union Pacific and the Central Pacific mee®mmontory Flat Utah and
celebrated the completion of the transcontineatidvay.

May 13". Sister”™"Eleanor married Edward Martin from Enniscorty Couvtexford

November 17 — In Egypt, the Suez Canal, linkingNtegliterranean Sea with the Red Sea, is
inaugurated in an elaborate ceremony

December 7 — American outlaw Jesse James commifgdticonfirmed bank robbery in
Gallatin, Missouri.

The British Parliament ends transportation to Aalgtras punishment for criminals.

1870
Vil Eepruary 18. Anaheim California, is incorporated.

July 18",
Georgia becomes the last of the eleven confedstates to be formally readmitted into the
Union.

1871

January 10 — John D. Rockefeller incorporates Stah@il. _

Along with Isaiah Hellman organized and becameiBeges of the™*Farmers and Merchants
Bank. The first chartered Bank in Southern Calii@rn

March, Organized the Southern California Agricidiusociety for the counties Los Angeles,
Santa Barbara, San Bernardino, Kern and San Diego.

October 8-1. The Great Chicago Fire. Downey aradtihers are the only ones to answer
appeal for help in Los Angeles..
(See Harris Newmark’s, Sixty Years in Southern fGatia-pp431-432)

1872

December ¥, Involved in the creation of tH&Los Angeles Library. Sat on the board of
Directors of the Library for six years. Donated pegsonal library to help stock the libraries
bookshelves.

April first

He went to San Francisco along with Harris Newmark] was successful in representing Los
Angeles in discussions with Collis Huntington, widgard to Los Angeles’s efforts to bring the
Southern Pacific Railroad through Los Angeles.
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May 18", 1872, A public meeting was held at the Los Ang&eurthouse. Governor Downey
called the assembly to order. And resolutions vael@pted pledging financial assistance from to
county providing the railroad was constructed withigiven time

“XDecember 7, 1872. Organize the Library Association.

1873
The Russian Atlantic fleet sails into New York harb The Russian Pacific fleet sails into
San Francisco Bay

Was chairman of the group that established thedoffrade, now known as tif&" Chamber
of Commerce.

Old West historical marker:
May 11". Wild Bill Hitchcock shot dead in Deadwood Gultkyoming

Oct 13" Established the City of Downey

“October 1873.John Downey addresses the Irrigatonyéntion, held in Los Angeles,
Downey suggested a number of measures, includagriployment of Erricson steam-engine
pumps, that should be taken to improve the watgplgwsituation “for the good of the whole
State.” Believing that there was sufficient wadeailable for the population, Downey invoked
the Constitutional idea of protecting the “geneavalfare’ in order to solve the problem of
obtaining the necessary infrastructure:

1874

In 1874, John Downey’s, Downey Land and Developn@ompany, started the community of
East Los Angeles using in his publicity such slagas "Splendid Home sites for all.”
East Los Angeles comprised all of the land eath®i.os Angeles River.

He was a key organizer of the Los Angeles City \W&@mpany.

John Downey, in partnership with John S Griffigamized and financed the laying of iron pipe
water destitution system throughout East Los Argjele

September 28,
Along with partners, O. W. Childs and John M. Baildvorganized development of a horse-
railway in Los Angeles also known as fff&¢'Main Street Line

Vil 3ohn Downey wrote in The Overland Monthly for Jusigd, about the cultivation of citrus
and grape crops in California

exviinr. and Mrs. Downey contributed generously to thestruction fund to build Saint Vibians

Catholic Cathedral on South Main Street, Los AngjglAcross the street from the Downy
residence at 245 South Mains Street
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November 11, Sir Winston Leonard Spencer- Churgiak born.

1875
Purchase@*”Warner Ranch in San Diego County. (10 leaguesA284cres per league.)

1876

X Ex-governor Downey presides at driving of the goldpike, which marked the completion
of the rail line linking San Francisco with Los Agigs.

Ex-Governor Downey represented Los Angeles at ir@ehnial Exposition in Philadelphia..
He traveled to Philadelphia in his brother-in-laywPeter Donahue, (Father of California
Industry) private rail car along with James Flodtid Bonanza King,), his sister Anna Downey
Donahue. Marvin Donahue, Peter’s son, and his dtte¢her-in- law, Edward Martin, and his
wife Eleanor Downey Martin)

On June 25, 1876, George Armstrong Custer perighkittle Big Horn

xxi1876: Otto von Bismarck states,

1877
*iHis final will was dated May 1% 1877.

1878

In the September 7edition of the San Diego Union newspaper, GoveBmwney writes
about his experiencem particular, he discusses the subdivision ofSasta Gertrudes Rancho,
and talks about small farms and that part this filayed in the settlement of the of that area
1879

With Isaiah Hellmann and Ozro Childs John Downegated 308 acres of land for the
establishment of th&" University of Southern California Campus, and tovile the
necessary seed money for the construction of teelfuildings on the campus.

John Downey was a member of the executive comnuftéee™*New Constitution Party
Declined the nomination for governor offered by tH&'Workingman’s Party.

Edison developed the electric light bulb.

November 10, 1879. Padraig Pearse was born inibubl

21st December, 1879, Joseph Stalin, was born in Gebprgia

1880
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Douglas MacArthur was born 26 January 1880
ion May 12", Edward Martin, Eleanor’s husband dies in San ¢isao.

In 1880, John Edward, along with Mr.Ozro Childsg &ormer Governor Downey persuaded the
State of California to purchase 160 acres in Logeles to foster agriculture in the Southland.
The property then known as Agriculture Park stilsés for the benefit of the people today. It is
now known as Exposition Park, home to the Los Aegi€loliseum and the Los Angeles County
Museum.

Elected to the first board of trustees of the Ursitg of Southern California

In 1880, John G. Downey became sole owner of Warianch. Travelers had been coming to
the hot springs in increasing numbers and in 1B@&dyney began issuing pamphlets advertising
the spa. The first guest cabins were built in 120@ as the automobile replaced the stagecoach,
visitors multiplied with every passing year.

“*VOctober 23, 1880

President Rutherford B Hayes visited Los Angele®otober 23, 1880. General William T
Sherman, and the Sectary of War, Alexander Ramsmyngpanied President Hayes. The
President was received by Governor John Gately Bgwn

1881
July 2, 1881, President James Garfield is assdsdina

As a marker to show where all of this fits into thistory of the Wild West.
July 13-14, 1881 - At midnight, Sheriff Pat Garstbt Billy the Kid dead.

el October 26, 1881 the Gunfight at the OK corral tplice in Tombstone Arizona.

1882
January 30, 1882, Franklin Delano Roosevelt was.l{&DR)

Historical Marker: April 3, 1882 -- Bob Ford killesutlaw Jesse James.

1883
XXEebruary 2, 1883. Newspaper article about Maria ibeys death.

He was the founder and vice president of the Hstb6ociety of Southern California.

cxl

Maria Guirado Downey met an untimely death in anteccident in the Tehachapi Mountains in
January 29, 1883. John Downey survived, but theohoi this event affected him for the rest of
his life, and effectively brought to an end thehtygproductive part of his life

cxli
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John suffered a nervous breakdown following thetde&his wife, Maria. He states in his own
notes that he did not return to Los Angeles foe¢hyears following Maria’s death.
He spent time with his sisters in San Francisco eatiately following this personal tragedy.

1884
cxli

Governor Downey explained how he spent his timdbényears after Maria’s death.
May 8, Harry Truman was born.

1885
> |n September of 1885, John embarked on a jourreynarthe world.

November 26, Peter Donahue, Annie’s husband dies afvery short illness.

1886
After returning from his round the world tour heaagresumed control of his business interests.
His nephew, John Downey Harvey, had managed hasasits while he was away.

1887
It appears however that he spent most of his tintleeaWWarner Ranch from then on.

1888

Married Rosa V. Kelley, a close family from Ireland

Rosa was a music teacher, and her name showstl 1880 census under the list of residents
at the Downey home.

“Vsybmitted autobiographical information to HuberwédBancroft. (See page 148-49-50)

1889
After remarrying, he and Rosa appear to have spest of their time split between their home
in Los Angeles and the Warner Ranch.

1889 Aug 14, David S. Terry, former Chief Justi¢éhe California Supreme Court (1857-
1859), was shot by a bodyguard of Stephen Fieldsanciate justice of the US Supreme Court,
after Terry slapped Field in the face at a railrocegtaurant in Lathrop, Ca.

(SFC, 9/7/09, p.C6)(http://en.wikipedia.org/wikildd_S._Terry)

1890

1891

February 12, 1891, Historical Society of SoutheahfGrnia is incorporated. John G Downey
Vice-President

1892
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1892 Heavy rains flooded the entire Central Vaday produced a lake that was some 250-300
miles long and 20-30 miles wide. Sacramento waguwater for 3 months and in LA it rained
for 28 straight days. Sonora had 102 inches btiteof Jan. Prof. William Brewer, the
principal ass’t. to state geologist Josiah Whitrseygposed that one-fourth of the taxable state
property was under water. [some confusion here thighdeluge of 1862]

1893
“VRosa V Kelley, his second wife died.

1894
March 1, after an attack of pneumonia, Govefffidohn Gately Downey died at his home, 345
South Main Street in Los Angeles at the age ofd&yand nine plus month.

John Downey’s will, which was not found until soime after his death, was finally settled in
November of 1900. Many of the beneficiaries wazadiby that time so the bulk of his estate
went to his sister Eleanor, and her son by Waltwely, John Downey Harvey. Harvey, an
attorney, probated the estate. A considerablegodf the inheritance that went to Harvey may
have been lost as an unfortunate result of theF&amcisco earthquake of 1906. See below

1896
M Annie Downey Donahue, died at her home in San fseacShe was 59 years old.

1897
John Downey’s stepsister Winifred Martin dies intBaore Maryland and is interred with her
sister and mother in Saint Mary catholic graveyarBrayertown Maryland

1920
Los Angeles surpassed SF in population 576,6 BR6676.

1928
Vil Eleanor Downey Martin, sister of John Gately Dowtteyseventh Governor of California,
dies in San Francisco.

1929
Wyatt Berry Stapp Earp died January 13, 1929

1949
John Gately Harvey, nephew of John Gately Downeg @ San Francisco.

**powney Extended Family Tree (in America)

“Notable Irish people in the American West during dohn Downey period.
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John Gately Downey circa 1868
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There is nothing to be found on the record abaeitiitie of Dennis, Honest Jack Downey.
Dennis died when he was sixty-two years old leatiaga widow. Apparently, she was
considerably younger than he was, perhaps twertsy@& more.

Also unknown is how many children they had. Thees a John Downey in Castlesampson
who was most likely their child. It’'s likely th#tte Governor was named for him. Since the
Governor has told us in his notes that he wasdaarsais grandfather’s house in Castlesampson,
it's reasonable to assume that after Honest Jalgdgh that his wife raised their family in that
home. What's curious however, is how Dennis jurtite Governors father came to own the
family home given that was the youngest in his gatien. A reasonable explanation might be
that his other siblings had gone out into the worldheir own leaving their mother and the
youngest child there. Dennis then may have in toanried after his mother died.

Odd Coincidences.

Governor John Downey’s grandfather Dennis Downksg known as Honest Jack Downey,
died on December 20th 1796 at the age of 62 yaadspne year after governor Downey’s
father, Dennis Downey, was born.

Governor Downey’s mother, Eleanor Gately, lostfiret husband John Martin, the same year
their youngest daughter Mary Martin, was born.

1837: John Downey’s mother, Bridget Gately, lostsecond husband, Dennis Downey, the
same year that their youngest child, Annie Dowm&g born.

Walter Harvey, Eleanor Downey'’s first husband, diefore the birth of their youngest child.
Patrick Downey had no children

John Downey had no children

Annie Downey had no children

Bridget Downey Born 1790

Died September 20, 1857, aged 67 years

Winifred Martin Born April 11, 1819.

Died April 4, 1897. Aged 78 years.
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Never married, had no children.
Mary Martin

Died 17, January 1855

Never married, had no children.

" Bridget Gately, born 1790, in South County RoscammShe will marry John Martin with
whom she has two daughters. Bridget died in Ch&leunty Maryland, on September 20th.
1857. She was 67 years old. Bridget was abouttisaven years old when she and John
Martin got married. Unfortunately, Bridget did rfivte to see her son become the first Irish born
governor of an American State.

Inscription on her headstone.
Sacred
to the memory of
Mrs. Bridget Downey
Who departed this life
September 20th. 1857
At her residence St. Mary’s
Institute Bryantown
Chas. Co. Md. Aged 67 years.

May she rest in pace

"' There are no official records available to confonverify the exact date that John Martin and
Bridget Gately got married. However, some assurngtcan be drawn based on the birth of
their second daughter, Winifred, for whom we haveli@ble date of birth. Winifred was born

on April 11th. 1819. If you assume that theretfolsild, Mary, was born the previous year, in
1818, which would allow for a marriage date aroaBd?.

It appears that both Bridget and John came froml li@enilies in the farming community around
Taughmaconnell, and that they were farmers theraseldohn’s age is unknown at this time and

016542-0S-5-12-DHS14

Pagez 6




John Gately Downey -Timeline with Endnote

whether or not he had his own farm is also unknoWhnere is no indication however, that
Bridget inherited any land when John died. Alsonown is the exact date that John Martin
died. Once again some assumptions can be made dasmown dates. Based on the
information found on his tombstone, Patrick Dowrté first child born to Bridget Gately and
Dennis Downey was born in 1820. The exact datertf [s not noted on the tombstone, just the
year. If Patrick was born late in that year, ande go backwards to the date of birth for
Winifred Martin, we have a maximum time frame obabtwenty months. If you factor in the
traditional one-year mourning period common inirs®ciety, you can come to the conclusion
that John Martin may have died before Winifred Wwam.

Together they had two daughters, Mary and Winifrstt. Martin died leaving Bridget a young
widow.

V' _Mary Martin, stepsister to John Gately Downey.

Born in south County Roscommon, Ireland. Dateidhlunconfirmed but believed to be 1818.
Died Bryantown Maryland, January 17th. 1855. Agdzhut 37 years

¥ Winifred Martin, second daughter born to Bridgevihey and John Martin. Born, April 11th.
1819. Winifred died in Maryland on April 4th, 189t the age of seventy-eight years.

¥ During his lifetime Edward Martin became one af thealthiest men in California. His
holdings included 800,000 acres of land in Calif@and Oregon. (About fifty percent more
land than in all of County Roscommon) He was ontheffirst oil men in California. He had a
real estate business, a liquor importing businedsaas heavily involved in banking. When his
estate was probated it was one of the richestiewle history of the state.

Vi Patrick Downey.

According to the inscription on his headstone alyktross Cemetery in Colma California,
Patrick was born in 1820 and died in 1867.

There is a record of a Patrick Downey marrying ayM@eilly at San Gabriel Mission on
September 9, 1861. The witnesses were PatrickaRayary Delaney. Patrick died in Los
Angeles in 1867.

In 1856, Patrick Downey was appointed CollectortBbGan Pedro, succeeding his brother.
Also in 1856, Patrick served as secretary of tlem&er Oil Company
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Vil peter Donahue became known as the father of @aiifindustry. He was the first man to
smelt iron on the West Coast. He was the fountiein@n Iron and Brass in San Francisco.
Union Iron and Brass built everything from fireptagrating to battleships. He built the first
operational railroad in California and was the fodemnof Pacifica Gas and Electric Company,
which still provides gas and electricity to mosiGa#lifornia.

%" Castlesampsoris a town land, located in the parish of Taughmaetl, in South County
Roscommon, and about five miles west of the towAtbfone. The town-land gets its name
from a 15th century stone castle built there byltical chieftain from the Kelly/Keogh family.

So physically impressive was this man, that thallpeople compared him to the biblical
Sampson. His castle thus became known as Casplesairit was destroyed by Cromwell
around 1650 as he plundered his way towards Gallbathat is left of the original structure
today are a few remnants of the original limestaa#ls and a pile of stone debris. In the years
following its destruction, local people used thenst from the castle ruins to build their homes,
stables and outhouses. It was from this souetiie stone to build the home that John Gately
Downey was born in was taken.

X Bridget Gately Downey

Before she married Dennis Downey, Bridget Gatelg warried to a gentleman named John
Martin. Mr. Martin died leaving her with two youmigughters. Subsequently, she married
Dennis Downey and together they had four childten, boys (Patrick and John) and two girls.
(Eleanor and Anna)

X' Thumbnail sketch Eleanor Downey.
Born September 8th.1828, in Castlesampson town-land
Taughmaconnell parish, (pronounced, top-ma-connell)

South County Roscommon
Ireland.

Closest town: Athlone. (Four miles east)
Father: Dennis Downey.

Mother: Bridget Gately.
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Bridget Gately had been widowed before marryingrid@owney. She was previously married
to a man named John Martin with whom she had tvwgll®rs, Mary and Winifred Martin.

Eleanor was approximately seventeen years old wieegreat Irish famine (1845/1852) began.

Her brother John Gately Downey, one year older teanor, the seventh Governor of
California, came to America in 1842. John cam€adifornia in 1849, and eventually settled in
Los Angeles, California, in December 1850.

Eleanor came to America in 1851, when she was a6yad, along with her mother Bridget,
older brother, Patrick, and younger sister, Anmleey originally settled in Bryantown, Charles
Count, Maryland, where their two step-sisters, Waa and Mary Martin, lived. Her step- sister
had a school'St. Mary's Institute’, an Academy for Young Ladies. While there, Eleanor
studied to be a school teacher.

Eleanor, along with her brother Patrick, (1820-1)&&7d her sister Annie, (1837-1896) joined
their brother John, (1827-1894) in California, oayW22, 1856. She was 28 years old.

In 1860, her brother, John Gately Downey (1827-)&&tame the seventh governor of
California.

Eleanor taught school in Los Angeles before sheiathMajor Walter Harvey, from Georgia, in
1858. Eleanor and Walter had two children, Johwigy Harvey (1860-1947) and Mary (1862-
1867).

Walter Harvey, who was born in 1820, died in 1861.

On May 13th. 1869, she married Irish- born busimessEdward Martin. Mr. Martin was from
Enniscorty, County Wexford, Ireland, and arrivedsan Francisco in 1849. Edward Martin was
a widower with seven children. They were marrie@at Gabriel Mission in Los Angeles. The
witnesses were John G Downey and Catherine Deretfiegthey had three sons, Andrew
(1870-1899), Peter (1871-1915), and Walter (18997}

Her husband, Edward Matrtin, preceded her in deatMay 12th, 1880. His estate was one of
the largest ever-probated in California at the tirse then owned 600.000, acres in Oregon and
200,000, in California, around where today’s cité¥Vhittier, Riverside, and Santa Ana are, as
well as at the oil fields around Sterns Rancho.

Eleanor Martin was known as the “Czarina” of Saan€rsco High Society, and presided over
the period referred to a3 he Gilded age of high societyfor 59 years. Her home was known
as the “fortress of respectability“. Three presideMVilliam Howard Taft, Teddy Roosevelt and
William McKinley, were among the many notable gsasther palatial home at 2040 Broadway
Street.
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Nothing in Eleanor’s background growing up in Ceséimpson prepared her for this role in life.
Her brother, John Gately Downey, was involved ihtjgs in Los Angeles by the time she

arrived in California. John had married Maria JeSusrado in 1852. John was twenty five years
old at the time, and Maria just fifteen, the same as John‘s youngest sister, Annie.
Consequently, Eleanor acted as hostess for hdrdsrat both social and political events for

some time. This was her introduction into the wardgbolitics and high society, a world where
she would thrive years later in San Franciscor afte married Edward Martin. By the time she
reached middle age, Eleanor had inherited threaremes fortunes, her husband’s estate, most of
Annie Downey’s estate, and the bulk of her brotla#m’s estate. She managed her considerable
assets from her late husband'’s office on Montgorgrget until late in her life.

Three of her Eleanor’s five children preceded hetaath.

Eleanor Downey Martin, born 1828, died in San Fisow California ion July 6th, 1928. She
may well have been the wealthiest woman in Calitoat the time of her death.

All of the Downey’s and Donahue’s gave generouslgttarities of every denomination during
their lifetimes. The Catholic diocese of San Frsew, and Archbishop Reardon in particular,
were major beneficiary in their final wills.

The American Camellia Society named a camellidnér'Eleanor Martin Supreme’

Xi At the age of thirteen and fourteen years, Maxy\afinifred Martin immigrated to their
mother’s brother in Baltimore, Maryland in the 1&30There they attended school, becoming
schoolteachers. After completing their educatibay went to Charles County, seeking an
opportunity to open a boarding school for girldey found what they were looking for in
Bryantown, where they founded St Mary’s Institute Girls. This school was operated in
conjunction with Saint Mary’s Parish.

Very little is known about the early life of Margnkins. However, we do know that she was
better educated than most Maryland farm girls @fttberiod. She was just past her twelfth
birthday when her mother took her across the PotoRiaer to Alexandria, Virginia, and
entered her in th€atholic school operated in connection with St. MaiCatholic ChurchThis
school was organized and staffed by the Siste@hafity. A copy of the first receipt for board
and tuition (for $25), signed by Sister Bernadimal alated November 26, 1835, is in the files of
the Surratt House Museum. The Sisters of Charity kiedly checked their archives and
confirmed that Sister Bernadina was in charge efgbhool during its entire period of
operation, 1832 through 1839.

It was during her stay at this school that Maryzaleth converted to Catholicism. At her
confirmation, she must have chosen to emulateugertia, a legendary saint whose feast day
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falls on Christmas. She used her confirmation nafrteugenia frequently, and many writers
erroneously give her middle name as Eugenia...

One last word on her education; we need to burythmA newspaper reporter wrote in 1865
that Mrs. Surratt had attended “Miss Winifred Mars Catholic School for girls in

Alexandria.” Almost without exception, every writgnce then has repeated this as gospel. The
fact is, however, that it was her daughtgliss Anna Surratt, who attended Miss Winifred
Martin’s school. And that school was in Bryantowtaryland-not in Alexandria, Virginia. The
Martin school was operated in connection with Sarys Catholic Church in Bryantowi.he
Martin sisters are buried there and have impresgiravestoneqdBut] Mary’s ties are with the
Sisters of Charity and St. Mary’s Catholic ChurahAlexandria.

After arriving in Baltimore, the Martin sisters aggy to have become teachers.

A book was published by St. Mary's parish in Brgavit, Charles County Maryland, in 1993 has
mention of the Misses Matrtin in it. This is a quétam that publication,

"In 1859 a part of the old frame church had beerveabto a plot near the new church to serve
as school called 'St. Mary's Institute', an Acaddomnyyoung Ladies.

This long quotation provided more details aboutrtee school and its founders:

"In the early years of the nineteenth century theame to Charles County two native-born Irish
women, Mary and Winifred Martin. These two sisteargompany with a Miss Major, were
seeking a likely spot for the opening of a schbbéy came finally to Bryantown and decided to
enter upon their venture. An old dwelling on tharch property was renovated and equipped
and opened under the title, Saint Mary's Institdiee Institute was a boarding school for young
ladies. The venture seems to have been immedsatedtgssful and continued over a period of
years. Dr. Walter Fairfax Boarman was the good drgehis first school. It was he who made
the necessary repairs to the dwelling that wasaode the Institute and was later most generous
in sending to the school provisions for the boasdend wood for cooking and heating. (Taken
from St. Mary's Catholic Church Monthly BulletipM.., No. 3, March 1943) These women and
"their loyal helpers and friends laid a firm fourtdan for the glorious edifice that Catholic
education has builded (sic) in this parish. Whilib&tir bodies lie in the hallowed ground within
the shadow of the church their brave spirits mawohn the sacrifices made and the results
achieved by those of later years who have gradpedorch from their failing hands and carried
it ever forward". (ibid)

More from this book "Actually, the founders of this school are buriedhe part of the old
cemetery where the building they had turned insalzool once stood, between the present
church and the rectory. It was a very successHititintion, patronized not only by the local
families, but also by pupils from a distance. ANBss Martin retired, it was carried on by Mrs.
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Daniel Major and her daughters. Notices of it ocauiThe Catholic Mirror as late as 1865. At
that time it became another of the innumerable alims of the Civil War.

A local Charles County author has abstracted iteeoms two newspapers in the 1800's

From "Abstracts from the Port Tobacco Times andr@&saCounty Advertiser Volume Two:
1855-1869" by Roberta Wearmouth; February 15, 18&8ume Xl, Number 42.

Mrs. Mary Martin died at St. Mary's Institute neBryantown Thursday, 25 January. August 9,
1855,

Volume XII, Number 15 - Mary Martin estate probataflinefried Martin, ad. August 28, 1856,

fair held at Miss Martin's Institute. At 11 a.metrand Oratorio commenced in church, full
orchestra, headed by some of the most distinguighefdssors from the city also, some ladies,
amongst whom Misses Mudd and Miss A. FitzpatriciknfCharles. Concert in Miss Martin's
exhibition room was truly grand when the above moaed ladies distinguished themselves.
Eatables were in abundance. Two tables set in gndwere a dinner was served that would have
done credit to some of our grandest hotels, whema £-300 persons sat down. $800 was taken
in with $400 clear profit. Display of fireworks dirbe; the whole atmosphere illuminated with
explosion of hand granades and rockets.

From the Abstracts, Volume 6, 1894-1898. March1B®4, Volume L, Number 41; Winifred
Martin, Baltimore, taught school in Bryantown foany years. Brother, ex-Governor John
Downey, California, died first of month. April 9897, Volume LIII, Number 45; Miss Winifred
Martin died at Altamont Hotel, Baltimore on Sund@§.years. Born in Castle Sampson,
Roscommon county, Ireland and came to this coumu&b0 years ago. Her family settled here
and Miss Martin founded and conducted St. Maryad&eny, fashionable boarding school for
young ladies at Bryantown. A number of years agddraily moved to California where they
amassed a considerable fortune. Half-sister to Gt&ernor Downey, of Los Angeles. Her only
near relative in this country was sister-in-law, MEleanor Martin, Los Angeles and nephew
Walter S. Martin, San Francisco. Miss Martin caradBaltimore about 8 years ago and for past
2 years lived at Altamont Hotel. Faithfully seru®dMargaret Malone. Dr. George D. Mudd,
her attending physician, had charge of funeral agaments which took place from the
Cathedral. Present were distinguished Catholic chuanen from various sections of the country.
Interment was in family lot at St. Mary's Churchy@town.

MVolume XIll, Number 18 - Grand festival held atiary's Church, Bryantown, and a iss
Winifred Martin's will was probated in Orphans' Goof Baltimore City - leaves more than
$150, 000 to Catholic churches and institutions.oAmlarge number of bequests are following g
in this county: $40 to parish priests of St. Mai@atholic Church, Bryantown, $25 to pay for C‘?)
masses for departed souls and $25 for care of bloiaf testatrix; $1000 for scholarship in C%D
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Loyola College boys from Charles County or lowemiand; $200 to pastor St. Peter's Church,
Waldorf, $100 for his own use and $100 for imprgvihurch or parsonage; $200 to pastor St.
Thomas' Church; $300 to pastor of St. Mary's ChuBiyantown, of which $200 to be used for
building a church for colored people; $100 eaclpastors of Catholic churches at Newport,
Cobb Neck and Pomfret; $300 to Mrs. Margaret Quésmison of Phoenix Hall; $300 to
Francis DeSales Mudd, Hughesville; farm of 20 acByyantown to Mrs. Fannie Carroll and
her six children plus $2200; farm of 20 acres, Brgavn, to Mrs. Mary C. Fladung and her
children, in addition to $2100; $200 each to HoderDiggs, Cora Thompson and James
Thompson, Charles County; $100 to Edwardina PyeTl8&imas'; $400 to Mrs. Martha Burch,
Bryantown and $800 to four daughters; $100 to Aadggdarman, Charles County. Executors
named were Frank R. Murphy, Dr. George D. Mudd Red. Edward R. Dyer.

Winifred's will was most interesting, note the naofider doctor. Dr. George Dyer Mudd was a
first cousin to Dr. Samuel Alexander Mudd who $et lieg of John Wilkes Booth.(Abraham
Lincolns assassin) Not to get into the politicshaf day, but it is a known fact in this area that,
even though they were related, they did not sheresame politics. Dr. Sam was known as a "hot
head" and the locals say that Dr. George triecbm diis cousin down. And on a family note. Of
the churches named in the will, Newport, Cobb N@gakwv Cobb Island) and Pomfret are in
Charles County. Phoenix Hall is a really old hots belonged to the Jameson family, it's still
standing but just barely. It is located on Edeleh iR Bryantown.

Xil Mexico’s Congress declared Los Angeles the capft@alifornia in 1835, but the provincial
governor refused to move south from San Francszdhe city’s relative isolation, and the local
authority of its prosperous farmers and ranchersained unthreatened. By the 1840s, Los
Angeles had become the largest settlement in Sou@aifornia, attracting its first party of
American pioneers, led by William Workman and J&uowland, in 1841.

Los Angeles had been little affected by the revotuthat replaced Spanish rule with that of an
independent Mexican government in 1821. Mexico’'s@ess declared Los Angeles the capital
of California in 1835, but the provincial governmefused to move south from San Francisco, so
the city’s relative isolation, and the local auihoof its prosperous farmers and ranchers,
remained unthreatened. By the 1840s, Los Angelédbbaome the largest settlement in
Southern California, attracting its first partyArnerican pioneers, led by William Workman and
John Rowland, in 1841.

Mercian influence grew steadily thereafter, witk tlist English-language school and the first
Protestant church arriving in 1850, the same yearAngeles was officially incorporated and

named the county seat. During the Gold Rush yeamsithern California, Los Angeles became
known as the “Queen of the Cow Counties” for ite ia supplying beef and other foodstuffsto ¢
hungry miners. The city also gained a reputatigrviolence, with a crime rate that approached a C‘?)

murder a day in the 1850's and 1860's. E’
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XV The inscription of the limestone Celtic cross timatrks Dennis Downey's (John G Downey's
father) final resting place reads;

DENNIS DOWNEY
BORN 1795 DIED 1837
BRIDGET GATELY HIS WIFE
BURIED IN AYSANTOWN
CHARLES COUNTY MARYLAND USA
ERECTED IN 1903 IN LOVING MEMORY

BY THEIR CHILDREN IN CALIFORNIA.

Note: The only member of Denis Downey’s immediate famsiill living in 1903 was Eleanor
Downey Martin.

If John Downey visited his father’s gravesite itulebhave been around 1885 when he embarked

on an around the world journey following the deattlhis wife Maria.

On the backside of the Celtic cross is the follayimscription.

PRAY FOR THE SOUL OF DENNIS DOWNEY
WHO DIEDDECEMBER 20TH 1796
AGED 62YEARS ERECTED BY HIS

SON DENNIS

Note: Governor John Gately Downey's grandfather dieéax wafter his son Dennis, Governor
Downey’s father, was born.
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Dennis Downey, the governor’s father, died the sgea that daughter Annie was born, leaving
his wife, Bridget Gately, a widow with an infantikchfor the second time.

Bridget Gately's first husband died before or altbetsame time that their youngest daughter
Winifred Martin was born.

XV

Thumbnail sketch for Annie Downey.
Annie Downey was born in the same year that héefadied. (1837)
She was approximately eight years old when thet dgnish famine began, 1845/1852.

Her brother, John Gately Downey, the seventh GarashCalifornia, came to America in 1842.
John came to California in 1849, and settled in Angeles, California in December, 1850.

Annie came to America with her mother Bridget Dowrieer older brother Patrick, and sister
Eleanor, in 1851.

They originally settled in Bryantown, Charles Coymilaryland, where her two step-sisters,
Winifred and Mary Martin, lived, and where they headchool’s Mary's Institute’, an
Academy for Young Ladies. Annie was 14 years old when she came to America.

She, along with her eldest brother Patrick, andstster Eleanor, joined their brother John, in
California, in 1856, when she was 19 years olde Shdied at Notre Dame Academy in Santa
Clara, before going back to the Los Angeles areargvbhe taught school.

In 1860, her brother John Gately Downey (1827-1&&tame the seventh Governor of
California.

Annie was married to Peter Donahue (1822-1885ynim Gabriel Mission on August 6th. 1864,
by Bishop Amat.

The witnesses were Thomas Nugent Cassneau and Mara Guirado de Downey. Peters first
wife, Mary Jane Maguire, whom he married in 1852ddn childbirth. Peter and Mary Jane had
four children, two of whom survived him, James MarfApril 30, 1859- 1890 ) and Mary Ellen.
In 1888, Mary Ellen married John Henry von Schreghbdecoming Baroness Von Schroeder.
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Baroness Mary Ellen Donohue von Schroeder died@rebber 1925, at her home on the Baltic
Sea.

1925. James Marvin married the daughter of Juddkawii T. Wallace,(1828-1909) Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of California. Arenel Peter had no children of their own. They
lived in their mansion in “Happy Valley*, at 454 y&mt Street, San Francisco, most of their
married lives.

Her husband preceded her in death on November885, 1Peter’s will provided for both of his
children.

Annie died in her home at 2112 Pacific Ave., SamEisco, California, on December 12, 1896.

Annie’s considerable estate went primarily to Hedeosister Eleanor Downey Martin. and
Eleanor’s first born from her marriage to Waltemt#gy, John Downey Harvey.

Annie Street in San Francisco was named for Anme/fizy Donahue.
The city of Anaheim was also named for her.

A pair of life sized bronze busts of Peter and Anbowney Donahue, executed by Rupert
Schmidt in 1894, can be found at the Marin Histdyseum, 1125 B Street, San Rafael,
California (415) 454-8538 http://www.marinhistory.org/They were previously displayed in

the lobby of the headquarters of Pacific Gas ardtit (PG&E) on Market Street, San
Francisco, for many years. Peter Donahue, andrbther James Donahue, were the founders of
PG&E. These busts were donated to the Marin HistbMuseum, on May 4th 1976, by Mr.

Paul Schweizer from Fremont CA.

Incidentally, Rupert Schmidt also did the bronketiess of Governor Downey that's mounted
on his gravestone in Holy Cross Cemetery, Colméfdaia, around the same time.

NOTE; In her final will, Annie left busts to heregt-daughter, Baroness Von Schroeder.

Excerpt from Annie Donahue’s will -189@aroness Von Schroeder mentioned by the testator
as her stepdaughter, is to have the family bustispactures

X John was ten years old when his father died. Hisrdrother Patrick was seventeen years
old and presumably able to help his mother rurfahm. In his own notes found at the Bancroft
Library, John describes life then. “I went to schivom my grandfathers house to an ordinary
country school before the establishment of theonatischool system.” He goes on to say “As a
boy | did every kind of work on the farm, in theytfeeld and plowing That was a good thing for
me. It always made me satisfied wherever | watit what | got to eat. Porridge and milk
were good enough for me”
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i Stepsisters.

When John arrived in Maryland to join his stepsstéhey enrolled him in a Latin School in
Charles County Maryland, taught by John F Corcarapreparation for entry into the
priesthood. John stayed in this school for alomat year.

i jJohn recalled later, “ | went to school there pear. It had been the idea of my sisters that |
become a priest but the idea did not suit me. kpegence in boyhood largely aided me in after
life. The great men of this country (America) tpdath but a few exceptions are all self made.
In my studies at school | always liked the Clasbiest, and did not take very well to
mathematics. My ambition then was “broad acres! stock”

X «After leaving school | began to learn the druggissiness on the corner df*and E streets
in Washington DC opposite the general post offidéer | got disgusted with Washington and
saw no chance there to get ahead went south and apeear in Vicksburg The beginning of
this apprenticeship brought to an end John’s fordalation.

* Spent one year in Vicksburg before moving on tac@inati.

XXi

Quoting from John Downey’s own notésrom there (Vicksburg) | went to Cincinnati and
was in business there three years on the cornéf’ ofnd Freemont Streets, with John Darling,
an old Scotchman who was very kind to me and made foll partner’

i Downey noted,“In 1849 when the gold excitement broke out, | tiollsh (John Darling) |

would never be worth anything there and was boomgbtwest. He told me that it was the
biggest bubble the world had known and would sagsttbut | had confidences in it an was
determined to go to California.” Describing hisymey to the Golden State, John recalls, “ |
made the voyage via the Isthmus , spending soitedtilihe in New Orleans an Havana, enroute.
Arriving in Panama the steamer West Point did riohe and we feared she had been wrecked,
and the American Consul there, Mr. Caldwell fittgzlan old store ship called the Sarah, and we
embarked on that, It took us 87 days to get tolancisco.”

XXiii

California Constitutional convention.

http://www.militarymuseum.org/Constitution.html

XXiV
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State Capitals of California

San Jose Vallejo Benicia
1849 1852 1853
Sacramento San Francisco Sacramento
1854 1862 1869

L lsr=s =~

Six different locations for the 'STafé'EHpitol.

XXV

Arriving in San Franciscoafter an 87-day journey from Vicksburg, he immesliafound his

way to the gold fields around Nevada City in ther&i Nevada foothills. After a short try at
prospecting he concluded that this work was natigdiking. John Downey returned to San
Francisco where he found gainful employment witthalesale druggist, Henry Johnson and
Company, on Dupont Street. (Dupont Street has $iaea renamed and is known today as
Grant Avenue. Grant Avenue is the main thoroughttareugh today’s Chinatown*l went on

to Sacramento, and from there to Marysville and@nass Valley mining district. A short
experience mining, in water up to my knees, aottliftiends | had enough of mining. After
reaching Sacramento from the mines | rolled baredtsrg the wharf for a time and made a little
raise, and went on to San Francisco

In 1850 this county was represented ia the Statat8dy Dr. A. W. Hope;

followed in 1851 and i852 by Stephen C. Foster. $bpators since have been:

18.53, 1854, James P. McFarland; 1855, 185(>, Benj®. Wilson; 1857, 1858, Came-
ron E Thom; 1859, 1860, Andre.s Pico; 1861, 186BnXR. Vineyard; 1863, 1864, Hen-
ry Hamilton; 18U5 until 1868, Phineas Banning; 186&l 1872, B. D. Wilson; 1873
and now, C. W. Bush.

Page 3 8
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Born November 16th, 1820

Attended Medical school in Philadelphia

Came to California during the gold rush.

Twice elected to the California Senate

Became a partner with John Downey in the first pteany in Los Angeles December 1850.
Returned to Tennessee in 1859, where he marriedLarsdale Cowan

They had seven children. Their first-born son wasied John Downey McFarland

John Downey McFarland would become a doctor also veould accompany John Downey on
an around the world journey in the mid 1880’s.

Shortly after returning from that journey doctor Meland died. He was un-married.

James Porter McFarland had a great influence om Galtely Downey in his early years in
California.

i Money Lending & Banking

Banks, as we know them today, did not exist in S@mcisco during this period. Ordinary
people had to find moneylenders in order to selmames for personal use. Money lending was a
perfectly respectable practice then and it wasasp lucrative. Interest rates were levied by
the month and the rate of interest was arrangetidest the lender and the borrower. Typical
rates were above 5% per month.

As soon as he earned some money, John Downey ehgatie practice of money lending. In a
relatively short time he was able to spiral hiskvah into a sizeable account. When the
opportunity to purchase a cargo of pharmaceutimalpounds presented itself, John Downey
was able to make the purchase using his entirerbljnkhich Downey said was about

$1800.00. John agreed to purchase the cargo héthriderstanding that it would be delivered to
San Pedro Harbor. Arriving at San Pedro, he hiragon to haul his cargo inland to the town of
Los Angeles. (See Harris Newmark’s, Sixty YearSouthern California-pp68)

Vil On December 9th. 1850, California was admitted theounion. It took twelve weeks for
the news to reach Los Angeles. Coincidentally, Jobwney arrived in Los Angeles as the news
broke in the community.

“The trip on the schooner took occupied three wseshkd after landing in San Pedro “I walked
up to the town to save ten dollars.”

Page 3 9
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Arriving in Los Angeles, Downey later wrqtélLos Angeles was the most pock marked city you
ever saw. But the country was lovely, the month Becember and the flowers were in bloom,
and the appearance of the whole county was be&utifutade up my mind to stay here”

i

s o s s DOWNEY rented aarretato transport his cargo of pharmaceutical
products to Lo Angeles. The spoked wheel did ndtamts appearance in
Los Angeles County until the mid-1850. The rubbafighe solid wooden wheel against the
course wooden axel resulted in a loud squeakingenoi

Los Angeles County was one of the original 27 cmsnin California. As originally constituted,

it encompassed an area in excess of twenty-sewveisdhd square miles. Subsequently, the state
was divided into 58 counties. Los Angeles Coundyg wivided up and today covers an area of
approximately 4075 square miles. There are 88sotighin to boundaries of LA County today.

Los Angeles 1850, Population 1610. In 1900 ,4D2

X3 \While working in San Franciscdphn DowneymetDr. J P McFarland, a southern
gentleman from the state of Tennessee. It wa®PFarland who told John about the
opportunities in the Southland and it was he whmaraged him to move there.

James Porter McFarland, Born November 16th, 1820drstate of Tennessee. He attended
medical school in Philadelphia before coming wedtds Angeles. He was twice elected to the
California State Senate.

He returned to Tennessee in 1859, where he malaieel Lonsdale Cowan. They had seven
children. Their first son was named John Downey 8te&hd in honor of his friend and former
partner John Gately Downey.
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Downey and McFarland opened their drugstore aétfteof 1850. We kept the business for
three years and | had thirty thousand dollars. Véd the only drug store between San Francisco
and San Diego and they frequently sent up from L&mdifornia for drugs”

** The Irish potato famine (1845-1852) occurred aftn left Ireland. His remaining family
lived through most of the devastation before comingmerica. They experienced great
difficulty and lost much of their land and stocKdiogs during the famine years. In a letter from
his mother John learned that his uncle Sean Ra@eghmany of his school friends had died of
hunger.

XXXi

WebRoots.org

Nonprofit Library for Genealogy & History-Relatede&earch

A Free Resource Covering the United States and Suemmational Areas
Library - U.S. History - States - California

See Page 33

http://www.webroots.org/library/usahist/ca/roarstaml

The author felt highly flattered at not only beirgrmitted to breathe the same air, tread the

same soil, but to actually live in the same towd Binmeet, pass and repass, on terms of absolute
equality, such distinguished men as those reféaethe privilege was certainly a great one, and
the author, as aforesaid, was prone to feel anckaigpe it to its fullest extent. Many other

parties who had killed their half- dozen were pethbut, but, save and except one, | think
"Crooked Nose" and "Bob" were the most entitledhention. The exception above noted was a
native Californian, named Ricardo Urives, who, iamrmer and appearance, was the most perfect
specimen of a desperado | ever beheld. Ricardalgtahd more shooting and stabbing than the
average bull or grizzly bear. | remember that oe lmvely Sabbath afternoon, Ricardo gotinto a <
fight at the upper end of the Calle de los Negaos, was beset with a crowd fully intent on &
securing his scalp. He was attacked in front, asaron each flank; he was shot, stabbed and <

016542-05-5-12-DHS14




John Gately Downey -Timeline with Endnote

stoned; his clothes were literally cut from his yo8till he fought his way, revolver in one hand,
bowie knife in the other, all the way past the Gloronel corner to Aliso and Los Angeles

Page 32

streets, where his horse was hitched. He quietlynteal, bare-headed, bleeding from at least a
score of wounds. The crowd had fallen back intondweow street, where lay some half-dozen
bleeding victims to bear witness to the certairitR@ardo's aim. The writer had witnessed the
sanguinary and desperate affair from the up-stairandah of Captain Bell's residence, on the
corner of Los Angeles and Aliso streets; and seiagthere were a multitude against one, felt
greatly excited in favor of the one, and it washwétsecret prayer of thanks that | saw the heroic
fellow, who was so cut and carved that his own mowwould have failed to recognize him,
emerge from the crowded street, come to bay aneé tiis pursuers back. What then was my
surprise to see him deliberately ride back to thegowhence he had so miraculously escaped.

It seemed that he had fired the last shot fromhbay Colt, for when he charged through the
street he used his revolver as a war-club, andesedtand drove his enemies like sheep. He then
rode off into what is now called Sonora and gotvinsinds bandaged up. It afterwards transpired
that he had been shot three times in the bodystafibed all over. He then put in a full hour
riding up and down Main street in front of the Bellnion, daring any gringo officer to arrest
him. None being bold enough to make the attemptgtntle Ricardo took his quiet departure

for the "Rancho de los Coyotes," then the propefrtyis sister.

Ricardo was brave, an army of one hundred thousthis likes would be invincible. But
Ricardo's courage was that of the lion or the tigad like those barons of the brute creation,
when brought face to face with moral as well assptaf courage, the animal bravery of the
desperado would quail.

One day a quiet young gentlemamvas passing through Nigger Alley, and found DoraRio

on the war path. He was tormenting, berating anialg every one who came in his way, and

was particular in his abuse of a young Mexican, a&emed to be a stranger, and to be greatly

frightened. The young gentleman stopped for a monaer authoritatively ordered the

domineering Don to desist. The astonishment of ildwavas beyond description. He looked

contemptuously at the young man for a minute, th@atly drawing his bowie started

deliberately for him, when, in an instant, he wagered with a small revolver, and commanded

to stop. "One more step,"” said the gringo, "anda@ua dead man.” With his eye he caught that

of Ricardo, and gazed fixedly into his terriblg@eti-like orbs. Ricardo halted and commenced to

threaten. "Put up that knife," said the young goirgicardo flourished his knife and swore.

"Stop that,"” said the gringo, with his eyes stileted on those of the human hyena. The Don

stopped. Then once more, "Put up that knife, aifllsmoot you dead.” Ricardo sheathed his

bowie. "Vayasse," "Begone," said the gringo, anth&utter astonishment of the congregated

crowd, Ricardo turned and slunk away. At this junetJim Barton, the Sheriff, with a party,

arrived on the scene, and congratulated the vaergringo on his achievement, and then and

not until then, did the gentleman know of the desfgecharacter of his antagonist. It was a fine

example of moral and physical over mere brute grrdhe young gringo referred to, then a

stranger, afterward became Governor of the gresde $f California, and in discharge of the @\

high trust confided to him, displayed the same eeaf moral courage that first manifested itself dﬂ")
o0
T
(a9

in the motley crowd in Calle de Los Negros, and enthé best Governor, possibly, our State
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ever had. The young gringo and ex-Governor JohDd®ney are one and the same.

XXXii

John Downey marriegDona Maria Jesus Guiradothe daughter of Don Rafael Guirado.
John was 25 years old and Maria was 15 years oftenAJohn Downey became Governor,
Maria became the youngest first lady in the staiestory, a fact that is still holds true today.
They had no children.

Gov. John G Downey came to Los Angeles in Decerh880. He married Miss Maria Jesus
Guirado, of the city, February 10th. 1852. (Sanr@&hiMission) His distinguished career
belongs to the history of California.

Biography: Raphiel Guirado family, (John Downey'’s father-awi)

When a young man Raphiel Guirado emigrated fromrSpaMexico, and in 1833 crossed into
the United States becoming a pioneer of Los Angetessoon became prominent, wielding a
large influence among the Spanish and Mexican @djoul of the city. His education and culture
fitting him for leadership among men and it was mafiural that he should have held a high rank
among his fellow citizens

Maria Guirado was born into an influential Calif@rfiamily. Her father, Don Rafael Guirado,
moved from Guaymas, Mexico to Whittier, Califormal833. In 1852, Maria married John
Downey, an Irish immigrant who made a fortune adtarting a drugstore and bank in Los
Angeles. He also founded the town of Downey. Ma@s described as educated, beautiful, and
refined. She felt that one of her duties, as Fiasly was to help the more unfortunate. After
John left office, he and Maria moved back to Log@les where they built a beautiful home at,
345 South Main Street.

Maria Downey died tragically in a train accidemthe Tehachapi Mountains on January 29,
1883.

il Article above gives a thumbnail sketch for Johmiey’s father-in-law.

XV Jim Savage was the first white man to set fodtasemite Valley.

This advertisement, written in Spanish, paperatién_os Angeles Star. Downey spoke fluent
Spanish. He learned the language while in Sancis@irln1850

| McFarland y Douney,
l BOTICARIO Y QUIMICOS. Tienen
| ﬁ el honor de anunciar al Publico de los
Angeles, que, se encuentran para yender
en la Botica de los mismos, las mejores medi-
cinas en calidad, variedad y precio. my 17

Site of Los Angeles Star. State Historic LandmaBR.7300 Block of North Main
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On May 17, 1851, newspaper publishing began inAmmgeles when the first issue of the La
Estrella de Los Angeles was printed in a small stary frame house fronting Los Angeles
Street. The bilingual weekly paper had four 18"4% gages, two of which were in Spanish and
two were in English. The newspaper moved the falgwear to the site on Main Street
memorialized by the State of California plaque.

In 1852, the Star published a series of 22 artisigsen by Hugo Reid, a Scottish immigrant
living in present day Baldwin Park. These articlebjch are the most comprehensive and
thorough ethnographic portrait of the Native Amanis of Los Angeles County, exposed their
plight at the twilight of their existence.

During the Civil War, the newspaper espoused ssamesnd the Southern cause and finally in
October, 1864, it ceased publishing. The printiregp was sold to Phineas Banning, who used it
to publish the Wilmington Journal. Later, the press used to publish Orange County's first
newspaper, the Anaheim Gazette.

In 1868, the Star began publishing again. Durirgt&70s, the Star went through a series of
owners until 1879, when it went bankrupt and cegmaidishing for good.

XXXVi

#Elected Political Offices held by John G Downey

Elected to Los Angeles common council 1852-

Elected County Supervisor 1855

Elected to the California Assembly 1856

Elected Lieutenant Governor 1859

Governor of California 1860-62

Elected County Supervisor 1866-67

xxvi Rumors of a Pacific Republic (Republic of the Pacific) grew when the (Salem) Oregon Statesman
published what the Democratic editor, Asahel Bush, called the plans for three American republics.
Two were to be in the East, one northern free labor, and the other northern slave holding, and the
other was to be in the Pacific West, with the issue of slavery to be decided. The Pacific Republic
movement had been active in 1860 but died after the election in November. One of the enticements
offered Governor Downey by pro secessionist advocates was the presidency of the Pacific Republic.
Note: The Republic of the Pacific, as envisioned bygsenGwen, his allies, and others before

them, would have included California and the waestnfthe Pacific Coast to the Great Divide in
the Rocky Mountain range, and, up into British Qolia in western Canada.

Downey had two opportunities to make a fortunehianself early on. On each occasion he had
political cover. The first was the Bulkhead BilThe Both houses of the legislature had voted
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for the Bill and he could have sold his signaturd aamed his price. He opted instead to
represent the best interest of the City of Sandtsan and the State of California by vetoing the
Bill.

When a decision had to be made relative to whelié@aa stood on the issue of the civil war,
Downey again had political cover. Virtually evestate wide elected official, including the
California’s US Senators and Congressmen, stodu tivé confederate States. He was a very
principled man and made a principled decision kmgwvell that he could on the one hand,
name his price, or instead, take a stand thatutidveurly end his political career. He made the
principled decision to keep California in the Uditstates of America.

What prepared this young farmer’s son from Casthgsan in County Roscommon to act as he
did?

xil ynder United States control after 1848, when thitdd States defeated Mexico in the
Mexican-American war, the harbor was greatly imgeand expanded under the guidance of
Phineas Banning and John Gately Downey, the segenviernor of California. San Pedro has
now become the largest port on the West Coasteofltiited States and the busiest port in the
country

XXX Terry would later kill Senator David Broderickanduel at Lake Merced in San Francisco; and icgiog
fired the first shot in the civil war that wouldugt shortly thereafter. The final fallout from tl@gent would propel
John Downey into the governorship of the State .

x|

William Mulholland (September 11, 1855 — July 293%) was the head abs Angeles Department of Water and
Power in Los Angeles. He was responsible for building tvateragueduct@and dams that allowed the city to grow
into one of the largest in the world. His methotistataining water for the city led to disputes ectively known as
the California Water WarsHe was born in Belfast.

I TheKnow Nothing was a movement by tmtivist American political faction of the 1850s,
characterized by politicadlenophobiaanti-Catholicsentiment, and occasional bouts of violence
against the groups the nativists targeted. It wiagosvered by popular fears that the country was
being overwhelmed b&ermanandlirish Catholicimmigrants, who were often regarded as
hostile torepublican valueand controlled by thBopein Rome. Mainly active from 1854 to
1856, it strove to curb immigration andturalizationthough its efforts met with little success.
Membership was limited to Protestant male8fish Americanlineage. There were few
prominent leaders, and the largely middle-classeartnlely Protestant membership fragmented
over the issue dflavery

Nativists had become active in politics in New Y@rkL843 as thémerican Republican Party
It spread to nearby states as ative American Party (which appealed to native-born white
citizens) and won a few thousand votes in 1844taden Tyler Anbinder warns, however, that
the "Native American” party should not be confussith the Know-Nothings because the two
different groups ran separate tickets in the sdewiens in the 1850s

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Know_Nothing
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The rise of the Know Nothing Party in Californiassie impetus for John Downey entering
statewide politics

Xl patrick, Eleanor and Annie Downey arrive is SamEisco from Maryland on the same day
as the funeral for the murdered editor of the Balletin newspaper, James King of William.
From San Francisco they traveled to Los Angeleschyponer. Ocean going ships did not call
on Los Angeles during this period. Its only po@nSPedro could not yet accommodate ships

with a deeper draught. The Overland Stage didewsathr Los Angeles until 1858.

May 22, 1856

Funeral services for James King of William at thatlrian Church on Stockton St. and burial
took place at Lone Mountain Cemetery. 20,000 pegatbered at the Committee of Vigilance
rooms on Sacramento St. to watch the hanging cd @od Casey. Archbishop Alemany visited
both men just before theyere hanged at 1:20 p.m.

Eleanorwas born in Castlesampson in September 1828.p&tsed away on July 6, 1928, at the
age of 100 years. She ruled San Francisco sosletye she was known as the “Czarina”, for
almost six decades, and entertained three US lRBrasidVilliam H Taft, Teddy Roosevelt and
William McKinley, in her palatial home at 2040 Bobaay.

Anna (also known as Annie) married San Francigodustrialist Peter Donahue, at San Gabriel
Mission on August 6th, 1864. . She was twenty-sgeans old. Peter was one of the
remarkable Donahue brothers who, among other adempents, founded Pacific Gas and
Electric Co., as well as the first iron foundrythe West Coast. Peter becomes known as the
Father of California Industry.

The City of Anaheim (German for Anna’s home) wamed for Anna Downey.
Anna died in 1896, eleven years after Peter, aagfeeof 60.

The Downey sisters and the Donahue brothers weoa@ihe principle contributors to the
Catholic Archdiocese of San Francisco. They cbated generously to the construction of the
cathedral and to various parish-building projed#hen the Archbishop of San Francisco was
directed to build a seminary, it was to these gaumebenefactors that the he again turned.

Xl subsequently, the state was divided into 58 ceantL.os Angeles County was divided and
today covers an area of approximately 4075 squdesnihere are 88 cities within to
boundaries of LA County today

Note: 1n 1850 Los Angeles County comprised 37 &ififare miles. Later part of Kern County (5000pé&lban
Bernardino (24,000) county, Orange (2000) and Rider(2000) counties were carved out of that oailgir
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County. Today Los Angeles County of slightly of@ur thousand sg. miles (4075 sg. miles) Irelaneec® an area
of approximately 32,000 square miles

xliv
APPENDIX B. STATEMENT OF JASPER O'FARRELL CONCERNIN G THE DEATHS

OF JOSE R. BERRYESSA AND THE DE HARO TWINS
(Los Angeles Star, September 27, 1856)

| was at San Rafael in June 1846 when the thera@aptémont arrived at that Mission with his
troops. The second day after his arrival there aviasat landed three men at the mouth of the
estero on Point San Pedro. As soon as they wecgieldy Frémont there were three men (of
whom Kit Carson was one) detailed to meet themyTheunted their horses and after
advancing about one hundred yards halted and Caetamed to where Frémont was standing
on the corridor of the Mission, in company with€sjpie, myself, and others, and said:
“Captain, shall | take these men prisoners?” Ipoese Frémont waved his hand and said: “I
have got no room for prisoners.” They then advaroesithin fifty yards of the three
unfortunate and unarmed Californians, alighted ftbeir horses, and deliberately shot them.
One of them was an old and respected Californiam, Ibsé R. Berreyesa, whose son was the
Alcalde of Sonoma. The two others were twin bratherd sons of Don Francisco de Haro, a
citizen of the Pueblo of Yerba Buena. | saw Caismme two years ago and spoke to him of this
act and he assured me that then and since heteggretoe compelled to shoot those men, but
Frémont was bloodthirsty enough to order othervase, he further remarked that it was not the
only brutal act he was compelled to commit whilelemhis command.

| should not have taken the trouble of making ghiblic but that the veracity of a pamphlet
published by C. E. Pickett, Esq., in which he mamithe circumstance has been questioned—a
history which | am compelled to say is, alas, tm@+-and from having seen a circular addressed
to the native Californians by Frémont, or someisfftiends, calling on them to rally to his
support, | therefore give the above act publigtyas to exhibit some of that warrior’s tender
mercies and chivalrous exploits, and must sayltfesti degraded in soiling paper with the name
of a man whom, for that act, | must always lookmupath contempt and consider as a murderer
and a coward.

JASPER O'FARRELL.

Note: Jasper O’Farrell’s integrity and credibiMsere unimpeachable, and as a consequence, the
above signed affidavit testifying to the facts etatherein, effective ended Freemont’s political
aspirations. He was born in Longford, and eduraf2ublin

*V'|In 1858 Senator James Henry Hammond of South iBarmplied to Senator William H.
Seward of New York:
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"Without the firing of a gun, without drawing a skdp should they [Northerners] make
war upon us [Southerners], we could bring the winaded to our feet. What would
happen if no cotton was furnished for three year€2ngland would topple headlong and
carry the whole civilized world with her. No, yoarg not make war on cotton! No power
on earth dares make war upon it. Cotton is King."

xlvi

NO. 656 BELLA UNION HOTEL SITE - Near this spot stood the Bella Union Hotel, leng
social and political center. Here, on October B8.8he first Butterfield Overland Mail stage
from the east arrived 21 days after leaving Stis.ovarren Hall was the driver, and Waterman
Ormsby, a reporter, the only through passenger.

Location:

Vi Eleanor Downey Marries

Major Walter HarristHarvey, a native of Georgia, once a cadet at Weisit Fout dismissed for
his pranks who in 1858, married Eleanor, eldestsister of John G. Downey, and became the
father of J. Downey Harvey, came to California ¢lgafter the Mexican War.

After Major Harvey's death at Los Angeles in 18&¥the age of forty-seven years, she married
Edward Martin who was born, 1819 in Enniscorty QguNexford, Ireland. They were married
in San Gabriel mission on May 13, 1869. Martinledtin California in 1848. . Mr. Martin was
the co-founder of Hibernia Savings and Loan, amstNational Bank. He also had a real estate
business and a prosperous lacquer importing bissibleswas also one of California’s original
oilmen. One of his oil fields around Stern Ranadswalled the Eleanor field. Mr. Martin
became one of the wealthiest men on the West Céastland holdings alone comprised some
800,000 acres in California and Oregon.

i Discovery of silver in Virginia City Nevada had te#ect of bringing the California mining
industry to a near standstill. The consequendhisfwas that California was thrown into a
financial depression. This is the situation thav&aor Downey inherits when he takes office.

45

Born inReckendorfBavarig Hellman and his brother Herman W. arrived inltbe Angeles
Californiaon May 14, 1859 to join their cousins. Hellman wienwork as a clerk in his cousins'
dry goods store. He opened his own dry goods stodgril 1865.

' Rancho Santa Gertrude

John Gately Downey, an Irish immigrant who had camn€alifornia during the Gold Rush,
succeeded to Governor of California. He helpeddathie economic foundation of Southern
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California, effecting a transition from open catiééage to an agricultural district of small farms.

In November 1859, Downey and his former drugst@mrener, James McFarland, bought the
17,602 acreRancho Santa Gertrudes for a mere $60,000. In ¥98;acre parcel of the plot
became the central district of a community calledwney City," an area with a favorable
climate, fertile soil and abundant water sources.

James Porter MacFarland.

Born November 18, 1820.

Attended Medical school in Philadelphia,

Came to California during the gold rush in 1849.

Twice elected the California Senate

Became a partner with John Gately Downey in the¢ fiharmacy in Los Angeles in 1850

Returned to Tennessee in 1859, where he marriedL.tarsdale Cowan.
They had seven children. His first son was nanoéth Downey

Served in the California Senate.
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State Printer—Cuas. T. Borrs.

e ——— e B ——
Democratic County Nominations.
For County Judge—W. G. Daypex.

For Connty Clerk—Jony W. SHORE.

For Sherifl—ToMas SANCEEZ.

For Members of Assembly,

MurraY MoRRISON, A. J. Kiva.

For Treasurer—M. Kaever.

For Pablic Administrator—Geonrae Carsoy.
For District Attorney—E. J. G, KEwWEN,

For Assessor—W. W. Maxy,

For Surveyor—Wu, Moorz,

. For Coroner—H. P'. Swarx,
For Supervisors—R. B. Moorg, CRISTOBAL AGUITAR,
A. F. Coroner, J. L. Ssrra, P, BANNING.
T e e .
Politics of Col. Kewen in ’35 and 56.
The desperation of the opposition re-
veals itslf in the miserable subterfuges o
which it continually resorts. Foiled in
argument, foiled in manly and open
fight, it avails itself of the lowest arts
known to the most degrading sphere
of partizanship. Unable to cope with
Col. Kewen in political reasoning, una-
ble to answer his expositons of frue
demoeracy, unable to produce a fact,
or the semblance of a fact, that might
tend to the overthrow of his position,
it erawls ang la Ak xyvith

Bernardino camp, was chosen to preside over the

meeting ; and, upon the suggestion of Col. Kewen, |'
that Dr. Downey was present, a gentleman who had |

been nominated oy the Democratic State Convention
for the elevated position of Lieut. Governor, he was
cordially invited to take the stand, and reprosent
his viewa of the existing relation of parties in the
State.

In obedienca to the invitation, Dr, Downey pre-
sented himselt to the audience, and in a few pertin-
ent remarks discloged his position before the people,
He disclaimed any oratorical powers, and assumed
that the distinguished position to which he had been
nominated was the result of other than tne merit of
speaking capacity, He was a Democrat, faithful
and obediont to its teachings ; and notwichstanding
the bitter antagonism with which that party wae ss-
sailed, he had no doubt of its complete and trium-
phant success. He alluded easually to the differ-
ences which divide the Democratic party of the
county, nnd indiscreetly revealed the nature of his
predilections, instead of elaiming and demanding,
by virtus of his position, the unanimity of the party.
This was doubtless an inadvertence on the part of
the honorable gentleman, and one which, though to
be regretted by the numerous party who differ with
him in relation to the D :mocratic organization of
the eounty, cannot affect their integrity and loyalty
to the action of the State Cosvention. Dr. Downey
will be warmly supported by the Democracy of Los
Jn reles connty.

Az Sk

e

April 4, 1850: The City of Los Angeles is incorpted. The population at this time is 1,610.

i John Downey attended, as a representative ofdhedhgeles Democratic delegation, which,
as a block, was on the Lecompton side of the islis.old friend US Senator David Broderick
was not pleased to see him on the other side dlihe. Los Angeles and Southern California
was heavily populated by Southerners, and theipsyhies were clearly for the confederacy.
John Downey was selected to run as a running migteMiton Slocum Latham (May 23,

1827 — March 4, 1882) to balance the ticket; Downayg from southern California, and to
appeal to the Irish and Catholic voters. Thirtyceat of the registered electorate were Irish at
the time. They were successful in defeating thelskpan nominees, Stanford and Kennedy.

Latham was an important Californian. He served ds3 Representative from 1853 to 1855. In
1859 he was elected Governor of California but selywed 5 days because California Senator
David Broderick was killed and Latham was chosetake his place. It is also noteworthy that
Latham was a southern Democrat and, prior to thé Gfar, advocated California secede from
the Union and form an independent Pacific Repuhitham lost his fortune in the Depression
of 1875. He sold the estate in 1883 and moved to Xerk.
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John G Downey the first of only two Irish born gavers in US history, the other James Michael
Curley, from Oughterard, Co Galway. Gov of Ma$¥33.to 1937. Movie The Last Harrah,
Spencer Tracy

B ———

fos Augeles Ftar.

Wednesday, August 31, 1859.

Democratic State Nominnatioms.
FOR GOVERNOR, {
MILTON S. LATHAM.
Lisat, Governor—J. G. Dowxer. |
Coagress —Joux C. Boroa, Cias, L, Beorr. !
Sapreme Judge—W. W, Core. ]
Attornay General—Tmomas H. Winuiays, |
Glark Sapram? Coart—0mas, S. Farreax,
State Treasurer—Trowas H. Frvpray, |
Gonltroller—Suur, H. Brooxs. !
Sarveyor General—Horaoe A, Hiouey.. 1
Superintendent Public Instraction—~A. J.MovrorR,
Stake Printer—Cmis. T. Borrs, |
i
1
i
1
|

Democratic Connty Nominations,
For County Judge—W. G. Davoex.
For County Olerk—Jomy W. SHorE,
For Sherifl—Toyas Savoanz.
For Msmbers of Assembly,
Morray Morgmsow, AT,
For Treasurer—M. Kroues,
For Pablic Administrator—Georar Cansox.
For District Attorney—E. J. C. KewEs.
For Assessor—W. W, Maxy.

Krya,

t
1

(

For Surveyor—Wu, Moong, '

For Coronar—H. P. Swarx. !

For Supervisors—R. B. Moore, CrisToBAL AGUILAR, | {
A, F. CoroyeL, J. L. 8vrmm, P. Baxxivg. 1
1

I

1

. _READIREAD! READ!

On September 7, 1859, Latham was elected govdena .days after his inauguration on
January 9, 1860, Latham was selected to fill thmamay of U.S. Senator David C. Broderick,
who had been killed in a duel

"In 1859 silver is discovered in Virginia City in ¥ada Territory. The find is the greatest
discovery of precious metal in history, and resuita rush by miners from the California gold
mines to Nevada Territory. This had the effedbrifging the California mining industry to a
near standstill. The consequence of this wasGhhtornia was thrown into a financial
depression. This is the situation that Governor Bewinherits when he takes office.

Downey attempted to annex Nevada Territory intafQatlia.
liv

Excerpt from the Los Angeles Star Newspaper AugistL859.
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LOS AN GELES STAR=-

e ————

£os lngclcs Star.

wunu‘lh .l-:um !l, l“.. o
[ —————— —
D--ocnuc State ¥--lnum
POR GOYERNGR.
MILTON S, LATHAM.
Lisak Governor—J. G. Dowser.
Congress—Joax O. Busca, Cias. L. Soorr.
Sapreme Judge—W. W. Cors.
Attorney Genorsl—Twosas IT. Wrsiowm,
Clerk Saprema Coart—Cwas, 8. Fameas,
Tressurer—Tuouss H. Fivotar,
Controllor—Sawe. H.
Sarveyor Genoral—Honaou A. Higtry..
Baperintendant Pablic [nstraction—A. J. Mocr.omm,

State Prister ~Onas. T.

Democratic County Nominations,
For Qouuty Julge—W, G. Daraex,
For Coanty Clerk—Joux W. Smona.
For Sherifl —Tosas Sazcner.
For Membery of a\.-nblf
Ivmr Mowmman,
ar Transarer—M. llnn.
For l'nlllle Administrator—Gronoe Cameon,
For Distrist Attorney —<E. J, 0. Kewex,
For Amassor—W, W. Maxr.
For Sarveyor—Wx, Moous,
Por Coronse—IL P Swarx,
For Baparvisors—R. . Moous, Cuisronat. Agernan,
A.F, Conoxu, J. L. Surra, P. Baxwive,

Politics of Col. Kewen in *35 and 56.

The desperation of the opposition re-
veals itslf in the miserable subterfuges to
which iL continaally mn‘x Foiled in

arramnnt - - — -

muamaormsmﬁnm:
Merrison and Kewen in the Field!
Demacracy Triumphant ! Opp iom  Over-

one individaal. TIu wnid ind
digaliy of earnmstosss, lifted &

nﬂ.rl.wrd rr
A mans meoling of the mioors of San Gabelel
CaBion, was helil noar Wilsou's stare, on the 21st
insl, in puressnoe of notics proviousiy given. The

sppointment was made by Messrs. Morrison and |

Kewsn, on bebulf ol the Damocracy, and Judge My-
ron Norton wad invited to ropeesont the party of the
Opposition. At sdeven o'clock in tha morming, the
miners, with s commiadable intarest in the poligh
cal imuss which distract the eounty, assembled in
mass, o hear the arposition of the diffsrent views
of the opposing spaskers. Dr. Hoga, of the San
Bernardins eamp, was chosen w preside over ihe
meeting ; and, upon the suggestion of Col. Kewen,
that Dr. Downey was presant, & gentleman whao had
boan nomisated oy the Democratie Siate Convention
for the alevaied position of Lisut. Governor, ke was
cordially invited o tako the stand, and represest
hin views of the existiug relation ol pariles In the
Suats.

Tn chedi 1o the invilation, Dr. Downey pre.
semted himssli to the sudionce, and o & few pertin-
ent remarks dlsclossd bis position befses the peaple.
He disclaimed any onstorieal powers, and sassmed
tsal the distingsisked poaltion (o which he had been
nominsted was the resdl of olher than tre marit of
mpesking capacity. He was o Democrat, fulthfsl
and olredient to its tosshings ; and notwishstanding
the bitter antagonism with which that party was se-
#ailed, be had mo doabt of its complete and trium.
phant seocess. o alladed casanily to the (il
omens which divide the Democratic party of the

P die netinn eried—* (hep
Sims, and the irae domocratle |
the sald mame individaal weal
Harea ! and looking srennd b
ot the smusing sllence which pre
Iwas simply a Creen attempt, s
journed the remaining burras rin

Col. E. J. G, Kewen then came
rocelved with marked spplasse
didate, be wald, of the demoers
Angelea eonnty, for & responalls
powition. It was dae 1o the pes
who solicited the pesple’s saflrs
portasily shoald be given to b
other, in order Lbal the actlon of
bt based 0a n propar test of qualid
view be bad Inangurated ihe con
& call for pablic mectings, boboy
nislis opinloss and principles mi,
and the metits of opposing eand
with regard o the promotica of
of the connty. Mo had beon me
sasions not by opposing candidat

Iy the custum, bal by geollemom
whoss opportanities for clenrly o
merils of the locsl combest, were |
of iheir absence from the county
tanats divikion ia the parly was
Their testimony and iheir argu
founded oa no personal knowl
luvalvedin the vexed soatrovers
sppareni from the stodied sileng
Sims has mot the demand of Mr,

nrove the fasd that the bale nenl

" The David Terry David Broderick duel was in efféoe first shot fired in the American civil
war. Senator Broderick died as a result of hiswasuthree days later. Broderick supported the
“free soil”, anti-secessionist faction of the Demait Party; and was a Douglas supporter in the
upcoming presidential election. Justice Terry waseanber of the “chivalry” faction of the
Democratic Party, an advocate of succession, atiag supporter of John Breckenridge, his
party’s pro slavery secessionist candidate. Bro#&rideath would ultimately lead to John
Downey becoming the seventh governor of the Sta@abfornia. The repercussion of the
outcome of this duel would reverberate throughfGalia, the United States of America, and the
entire world to the present day.

The “chivalry”, led by California’s other US SenatWilliam Gwen and Justice Terry
desperately wanted to silence Senator Broderiakissassion voice, and used the duel as a way
to legitimize their intentions. The unintended aasence of their actions would set in motion a
chain of events that brought about an end resattwas the direct opposite to what they had set
out to achieve. Their primary goal was to insued tbalifornia would come into the civil war on
the side to the southern states with all the ptadie and desirable consequence that would
benefit their cause. What they didn’t foresee havavas that one of their own, Milton Latham,
would seize on the opportunity to become a US Senéten it presented itself, and thereby
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leave the governorship of the State of Californighie hands of the young Irish Catholic
Lieutenant governor, John Downey. As it turnedibuas Governor Downey’s decision to back
the Republican President, Abraham Lincoln and pvesthe Union that tipped the balance and
preserved the map of the United States as we khtmaday.

Broderick’s death would ultimately lead to John D@y becoming the seventh governor of the
State of California. The repercussion from the onte of this duel would reverberate through
California, the United States of America, and thgre world from that day on and would
ultimately determine who prevailed in the ultimataflict.

Downey himself acknowledged that after Broderidesth, Latham expresses his intention to
appoint himself to fill the vacancy in the US Senathey agreed that he would be sworn in a
governor right away.

When confederate forces fired on Fort Sumter, gificthe harbor of Charleston, in South
Carolina, on April 19, 1861, it signaled the beginning of the Americail @var. This action
would have repercussions that would consume geoerat Americans to the present day. In
California it also meant that a decision had tortaele regarding California’s involvement in the
war in the very near future. That burden for makimaf decision would fall to the young Irish
born governor, John Gately Downey. He and he alattemake this call. There was no
provision in the state constitution for legislatingolvement, and nothing in the constitution of
the United States of America to address this tymstoation at the federal level. It was up to the
sitting governor to decide.

The Governor’s decision was the most difficult amgortant decision ever made by any
California governor in the history of the stateedtipsed decisions made by all of his processors,
and, by all of his successors. It would have a leng effects that would shape the state and the
nation to the present day.

Downey himself acknowledged that after Broderidesith, Latham intended to become US
Senator if he and Downey won the gubernatorialtielec

1859 Sep 13, David C. Broderick, a US Senatord&xavid S. Terry, Chief Justice of the
California Supreme Court, in a duel at Lake Merd&aderick was hit in the chest and died af-
ter 60 hours. Terry fled the scene and resignegdsgion the next day. He was charged with
murder and was arrested Sep 23, but was not cexvithe weapons used were a pair of Bel-
gian .58-caliber pistols on loan from an assocadf€erry. Broderick’s weapon was set with a
hair-trigger, and misfired. The pistols sold attarcin 1998 for $34,500.

(PI, 5/30/98, p.5A)(SFC, 11/25/98, p.B8)(Ind, 5AR/5A)

M With the prospect of civil war braking out oveetissue of succession, Californians elected a
known secessionist, in the person of Milton Lath&orthe governorship of the state. Latham
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however, felt that being a United States Senat@ravanore prestigious position, so he appointed
himself to fill the post left vacant by the deafifSenator Broderick. Had Latham served out his
elected term as governor, California would havert the civil war on the side of the
Confederate States. Instead, his egotistical eheit the governorship in the hands of John G
Downey, who chose instead to put the State in liis@olumn. California Democrats badly
underestimated to independence and determinatitregfoung Irish governor.

Vi Sworn in as the Seventh Governor of Californée January 14, 1860,and the first ever
governor from Southern California. He was alsofitst foreign-born governor of the State. This
distinction held up until 2003, when Austrian Ard@chwarzenegger, was elected to the
Governor’s office in a recall election.

It fell to John Downey to makihe most difficult and the most important decision taay
governor in the history of the state of Califorh&s ever had to make.

The outcome of the civil war would be heavily irdhced by what he decided. The map of the
United States would be shaped or reshaped, basetiairhe decided, and the ambitions of
powerful forces both inside and outside of the eahiStates would be heavily impacted by what
he ultimately chose to do.

Unfortunately, for the Chivalry, John Gately Dowmnveguld prove not to be an ally of their
treasonous, Confederate aspirations, but rathewbald become their bane.

On January 1, John Downey, at the age of thirty-two, becamee®uaw of California.
Downey, with his twenty-one year old wife, becamasdfitst Irish-born governor to be elected in
America and the only foreign-born governor of Gaiifia.

During the five days that Latham had been Goverherhad already displayed his treasonous
inclinations by promoting a bill in the legislatute divide California into two parts, an idea that
the modern day Confederate soul-mates of Califostilapromote. Downey killed this bill by
having it blocked in the senate.

Iviii

GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY: — In enteringpon the
discharge of the responsible duties of the officEluef Magistrate of the State,
which have devolved upon me under the provisiorti@iConstitution, in
consequence of the resignation of the Governan painfully conscious of the
want of that experience which is so necessarypimper administration of the
affairs of the Executive Department of the Governine
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| should indeed hesitate to take upon myself teeldirge of these duties, did |
not rely with confidence upon your appreciatiorthad difficulties of my position,
and your indulgent judgment upon my acts.

| can only give to you, gentlemen, and through §mthe people of the State, the
assurance, that the affairs of the government sleagidministered with a rigid
and just economy, and to the best of my abilitigt) a due regard to the varied
interests of the State.

The general policy which | propose to pursue isnbfeand admirably indicated

in the Inaugural Address of Governor Latham, ahdgde that | shall be able so to
discharge the trusts | have this day assumed r&séive your approbation, and
that of our common constituency.

Unfortunately, for the Chivalry, John Gately Dowmnveguld prove not to be an ally of their
treasonous, Confederate aspirations, but rathewbald become their bane.

On January 11, John Downey, at the age of thirty-two, becamee®uaw of California.
Downey, with his twenty-one year old wife, becameditst Irish-born governor to be elected in
America and the only foreign-born governor of Gaiifia.

During the five days that Latham had been Goverherad already displayed
his treasonous inclinations by promoting a bilkie legislature to divide
California into two parts, an idea that the modelay Confederate soul-mates of
California still promote. Downey killed this biljthaving it blocked in the senate

San Francisco was the state capitol during the Rgvaadministration.

"™ The First#Pony Expresfrom St. Joseph Missouri brought a message ofraduigtion from
President Buchanan to Governor Downey of Califgraich was first telegraphed to the
Missouri River town. It also brought one or twoicifil government communications, some New
York, Chicago, and St. Louis newspapers, a few lolaks, and some business letters addressed
to banks and commercial houses in San Francisleout &ighty-five pieces of mail in all.

Pony Express

The Legislature adjourned in honor of the eventlemine streets were draped with banners,
ladies thronged the balconies, and crowds blocketth@ sidewalks along the streets where the
pony was expected to pass. As he came gallopimg d&dlowed by a wild cavalcade of men,
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who had gone out on the Plains to meet him, tlyeecihoed with the ringing of bells, booming
of cannons, and the long-continued shouts of thiétomle. [87]

http://nps.gov/archive/poex/hrs/hrs2ehtm

The Irish connection to the first cross continentablelivery of mail:

President Buchanan was of Irish origin. GoverndimJDowney was Irish. The pony express
completed its journey from Sacramento to San Fsancaboard heAntelope a ferryboat
owned and operated by Peter Donahue, John Dowhmytler-in-law and an Irishman

Other interesting Irish connections to the westrduthis period.
Eugene Casserly from Mullingar Co. Westmeath, USa&e from California.
John Conness from Portumna Co. Galway, US seratar California.

Frank McCoppin from Longford, mayor of San Francidbe first Irish born catholic, major of a
major American city

The Irish immigrant experience in the American Wiksting this time was very different than that ba t
East Coast. This was patrticularly notable in thatBwestern states and especially in California,cihi
had been settled originally by the Spanish (1758t)&nd then governed by the Mexico, (1821-1846).
As a result, the Catholic Church was very influghtin everyday life, and being a Catholics wasal re
advantage. Irish Catholics as a result fit searlyl@sto this environment and they prospered assalte

™At about midnight or 1:00a.m., on April14 1860, fheny Express from St. Joseph reached
San Francisco via Sacramento and the steanitsaalope Prior to its arrival, at “every man’s
dinner table, men, women and children talgedy,” the crowds getting out their watches to
calculate and speculate the Pont Express rate ipe=f88] Upon its arrival in San Francisco, the
pony rider was escorted from the steamer to the bé¢he city where “a great throng roared an
enthusiastic welcome, the band played "See the Gantgy Comes’ bonfires were lighted,
speechmakers ‘studied their points’ and a riot@lshration continued until nearly morning

XAt about midnight or 1:00a.m., on April14 1860, feny Express from St. Joseph reached
San Francisco via Sacramento and the steanitsaalope Prior to its arrival, at “every man’s
dinner table, men, women and children talkedy,” the crowds getting out their watches to
calculate and speculate the Pont Express rate ipE=f88] Upon its arrival in San Francisco, the
pony rider was escorted from the steamer to the bé¢he city where “a great throng roared an
enthusiastic welcome, the band played "See the Gantgy Comes’ bonfires were lighted,
speechmakers ‘studied their points’ and a riota@lshration continued until nearly morning”.
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http://nps.gov/archive/poex/hrs/hrs2ehtm

X 4Bullhead Bill.

John Gately Downey (1827-1894) from Castlesampsoun@/ Roscommon, was sworn in as
the seventh Governor of California on January 8601 He was thirty-two years old. During
the first legislative session of his administrateogroup of well connected but unscrupulous
business men from the City of San Francisco seaitajtting a piece of legislation through the
State Assembly and the State Senate that wouldte#éy give them full control over the port of
San Francisco. At that time San Francisco was horttee busiest port on the Pacific Coast of
The United States of America. Through manipulatad bribery and through outright
corruption, this group succeeded in getting thesgidlation, known as the Bulkhead Bill, through
both houses of the legislature. All that was ndddethis legislation to become law was the
Governors signature. When the sponsor of the kgsl, Levi Parsons, came to the Governors
office to demand his signature on the Bill, Goverbowney informed him that he intended to
veto it. Stunned by this rebuke, Parsons reputsally, “I'd walk around the world once for a
friend but I'd walk around it twice for an enemy’ which Governor Downey was reported to
have responded, “ I'm a busy man Mr. Parsons, aapgears that you have a long journey to
undertake”

By killing the Legislation with his veto, John Doeswon the gratitude and the admiration of
the people of the City and County of San Franciasoyell as the gratitude of people throughout
the State. By making tough and principled starairesg the power brokers in the legislature the
young Governor sent a powerful message that heayasicipled and ethical man that would not
bow to bribery, corruption or petty politics. Thagent established his reputation and it become
the benchmark for his tenure in the office of Govoer

Bulkhead Bill of 1860, the S. F. Dock and Wharf Co., to which this fambill, vetoed by Gov. Downey, proposed
to practically give away the City water front, wasmposed of Dr. H. S. Gates, J. Mora Moss, Johhtitligale,

Abel Guy, John B. Felton, John Crane, and Levi &®asthe bill was vetoed April 17, 1860; the Gowerarriving
from the Capital, was publicly received by a toighi procession, pyrotechnic display, and salvoartifiery, May

1, 1860

It was the inflexible honesty of Governor Downegttprevented a band of corruptionists from
looting the treasury and stealing from San Fraocihsr waterfront. He promptly vetoed the
"Bulkhead" bill that would have plundered the comoeeof the port, routing every sign of
corruption wherever he got a chance to deal itlmgiblow. So delighted were the people that
the supervisors of San Francisco adopted resokibbnonfidence and respect, paying a high
tribute to the honesty and ability of their govatrferominent citizens and leading merchants
presented the governor with resolutions that pddmsmn in the highest terms for his unswerving
fidelity to duty in the hour of trial. When the gawor arrived in San Francisco soon after his
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famous veto the entire population was at the feermpeet and salute him. When he arrived the
cheering was thunderous. His carriage awaited hunthe crowd unhitched the horses and drew
the carriage in triumph through the streets ofdhe Never in the history of California has there
since been, nor had there been before, so tumglmdubute to manly worth and fidelity to

duty. (from 1905 Biography)

Levi Parsons and associates said the €ityd not and the Statghouldand
wouldnot develop San Francisco’s waterfront. He sagdotly way this could be
accomplished was for private interests to take amerwaged a four-year-long
battle. San Franciscans felt the scheme was atgigamndle, however the bill
passed the Senate on April 4, 1860, went througlAdsembly, and was only
stopped because Governor Downey studied the bill:

"After giving this bill the most careful consideit in all its
details, | am led to the irresistible conclusioattits provisions are
not only in conflict with the Constitution and thanciples of
natural justice, but that the measure, as a wimtslculated to
work irreparable injury to our commerce, internadi @xternal, of
which San Francisco is, and must ever remain, seapolis . . .
no greater injury could be inflicted upon the Sthien to expose
her commerce to the domination of such an estahbsit" as the
San Francisco Dock and Wharf Company, Parsongyriadt al.

Parsons and cronies made a desperate attempttteeggenate to override the veto, but this
failed.

The Chivalry began to realize the mistake theymade with their choice for Lt. Governor
when, on April 16, 1861, Downey vetoed their natas Bulkhead Bill. The bill, which would
have created a private monopoly to control the Mratet of San Francisco, granting the San
Francisco Dock Company the right to construct avgdh(otherwise know as a bulkhead) and
wharves. It would also give the company the auiy¢w collect, own, and franchise property
and wharves belonging to the city or private conserThe Bulkheaders had played a major role
in promoting Latham into the U.S. Senate, and lead lsevi Parsons, their lobbyist, to meet
Downey. Downey told Levi his position, in no unieen terms: “My conscience is not for sale.
This bill, and you know it, would only serve to balthe pockets of bulkheaders at the expense
of the people of San Francisco. Go back to thgsgtans now, and tell them that this governor
cannot be bought.” In honor of the Governor’s yéte people of San Francisco organized a
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huge, all-night celebration for Downey. Churchibehng, people sang in the streets, and a torch
light procession led him and his wife Maria througha town with much jubilation.

Letters of congratulations poured into the govesradfice from all over the State but one was
particularly noteworthy#Fellow Irishman Eugene Casserly from the Irish amdls like

Downey, wrote a particularly moving letter. Cag$serould later represent the State of
California in the US Senate. Eugene Casserly wsasa##delegate to this convention and it was
he who insisted on the inclusion of a clause thalipited the State Government from taking on
excess debt without a vote of the people.

The Bulkhead Bill of 1860; the S. F. Dock and WHad., to which this famous bill, vetoed by
Gov. Downey, proposed to practically give away@y water front, was composed of Dr. H. S.
Gates, J. Mora Moss, John Nightingale, Abel GuiznJB. Felton, John Crane, and Levi
Parsons; the bill was vetoed April 17, 1860; thev€nor arriving from the Capital, was publicly
received by a torchlight procession, pyrotechngpldiy, and salvos of artillery, May 1, 1860

http://lwww.sfgenealoqgy.com/sf/history/hbabsl.htm

Bulkhead Bill of 1860; the S. F. Dock and Wharf Go.which this famous bill, vetoed by Gov.
Downey, proposed to practically give away the @igter front, was composed of Dr. H. S.
Gates, J. Mora Moss, John Nightingale, Abel GuiindB. Felton, John Crane, and Levi
Parsons; the bill was vetoed April 17, 1860; thev€nor arriving from the Capital, was publicly
received by a torchlight procession, pyrotechngpldy, and salvos of artillery, May 1,

1860.

http://www.gloversuvillelibrary.org/leviparsons.html

JUDGE LEVI PARSONS

Levi Parsons attended the Kingsboro Academy (ctlyréme Fulton County Musuem) in his
youth and intended to enter Union College, bustime reason he abandoned the plan. In 1844
he began to study law in the office of Judge Gedtggt in Johnstown. Judge Parsons was
admitted to the bar in 1847 and practiced his st for a short time in Little Falls.
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After the discovery of gold in California, he moveére in 1849. He entered San Francisco with
$8.50 in his pocket and started digging for golis ¢hreer as a miner was brief. Returning to the
city of San Francisco, he joined a group of men vdumded the Whig party. He practiced law
and in 1850 was appointed the first judge of ther&me Court in San Francisco.

http://www.kansastowns.us/parson.html
Parsons, Kansas History

Parsons, located in Labette County, was named Aftige Levi Parsons, promoter and president
of the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad, comgnocalled the KATY. Parsons was
incorporated in 1871 and lies just east of Indepand.

Not far from Parsons is "Bender Mounds". The infasm8ender family lived near here in the
1870's. The Benders occasionally invited travdietteir home for dinner. The visitors were
then murdered and robbed of their valuables

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Mora_Moss_House
J. Mora Moss

Joseph Moravia Moss was born in Philadelphia ir01&@d came to San Francisco, California in
1850 or 1854 to work as a clerk in a bank. Frometiine built a fortune in banking, ice and fur
importing, canal and railroad building and teledrapmd gas utilities. It was his wish to retire
away from the city's hustle and bustle. Moss aeql large parcel of land outside of Oakland's
downtown, and he commissioned S. H. Williams onr&aty 29, 1864 to design a two-story
home on the property for US$14,500 plus buildingemals supplied by Moss. Williams, who
referred to the design as a 'Gothic Cottage', aoteéd Joseph F. Heston to construct the
building, but Heston defaulted on December 8, 186dss finished the construction with his
own builders guided by S. H. Williams. No recorassetallying the total cost of building the
home.

Moss, a longtime bachelor, married his housekedpdip Theresa Wood, in 1867. They named
the estate "Mosswood", a concatenation of theirswmames.

Moss served as president of the Board of TrusteteedCalifornia State Asylum for the Deaf,
Dumb and Blind. In 1868, Moss was elected HonoRegent to the first Board of Regents of
the University of California and was appointed rgga 1874[3] at which post he served until
his death at Mosswood on November 21, 1880.[4]

Julia Wood Moss retained title to Mosswood afterthesband's death. In the early 1890s, she

-
O

&
supervised additions to the home. A single stargystvas constructed and modifications to the £
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library were carried out. A large east-by-southdéasing bay window dormer was added to the
master bedroom over the drawing room. Mrs. Mosd dieldless in 1904 while vacationing in
Europe.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_B._Felton
John B. Felton

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Jump to: navigation, search

John Brooks Felton
John Brooks Felton, c. 1854 by Stephen W. Shaw ¥étyor of Oakland, California In office
March 1, 1869 — March 5, 1870

John Brooks Felton [1] (born 1827 in Saugus, Mdsssetts, died May 2, 1877 in Oakland,
California was an American jurist and politicianavkerved as the 14th Mayor of Oakland,
California).

Felton was the son of an almshouse superintendé€dambridge, Massachusetts and brother of
Cornelius Conway Felton, a classics scholar at &tariJniversity and Samuel Morse Felton,

Sr., a railroad executive. He graduated from Hahwarl847 and briefly served as a Greek tutor
before pursuing the law. He studied the Napoleoade in Paris for one year and became fluent
in both French and Spanish. In 1854, Felton moweskin Francisco to open a law practice with
Harvard classmate, E.J. Pringle. The firm, whicls Veder joined by A. C. Whitcomb, was
successful in litigating land claims and their stincluded Kelsey Hazen, José Yves
Limantour, and James Lick [2] Future Congressmang&i Hermann apprenticed under Felton
before moving to Oregon. [3] Felton was a legalismivto Levi Parsons of the San Francisco
Dock and Wharf Company during Parsons' attempate lthe "Bulkhead Bill* passed. [4]

Felton campaigned unsuccessfully for a seat itUtlse Senate in 1867[5] and 1874. [6] He was
Mayor of Oakland from 1869-1870 and a Presideiiattor for California during the 1868,
1872, and 1876 Presidential Elections. [7]

Felton was the first President of the Board of Teas of Toland Medical College (Now
University of California, San Francisco) and waspansible obtaining the school's charter,
which he failed to do. [8] He was a regent of threvdrsity of California from its inception in
1868 until his death. [9] Felton also served adhtesident of the San Francisco and Oakland
Railroad.

http://www.sandiegohistory.org/journal/77springifcahia.htm
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A book of this length and format cannot be compnshe. But a conceptual organization would
have presented Lavender's main ideas more forgekdl example, in different chapters the
author devotes considerable attention to the grafvthonopolies in California, an important
theme. He discusses some monopolies that will bEmihar to most readers, including Judge
Levi "Bulkhead" Parsons' stranglehold over the Wauses and docks along San Francisco's
harbor during the late 1850s. The battle to contrelport-and indirectly much of California's
trade-pitted Parsons' corporation against merchartke state's interior counties as well as the
citizens and government of San Francisco. Thislobnitimately led to creation of a state board
of harbor commissioners and symbolizes the struggfeeen private enterprise and public
control so common in the 19th century American \MBat transportation monopolies were
important for many other reasons as well. Sixtygsdgter, Lavender returns to this theme in an
excellent discussion of how improved techniquesarisportation and manufacturing
contributed to California's unstable economy. Masipp'trade agreements™ and the use of
cheap immigrant labor-particularly the Chinese dapanese-helped to mitigate the effects of
“industrial warfare." Combinations like the Califidet Fruit Growers Exchange were just as
important as the better knovvn railroad monopoly tHrey were part of an organizational
revolution that culminated in the growth of lab@ians and new political parties.

The careful general reader will learn much fromerder's book. But the historian will regret
that the author's obvious talent was not betted byehe publishers

Two disgraceful measures had passed both Houdke bkgislature through bribery of a
majority of their members. THeHorace Smith Change of Venue Bilrid the' Bulkhead Bill."
Both these bills were vetoed by Gov. Downey, wliene went with the current of a corrupt
popular Assembly, he could have put millions ini® purse.

The Governor, with a sternness truly Catonian,sediall the overtures of corruption, and
imprinted the indelible stigma of hi®toon the enactments of a bribed Legislature. OnetSmit
had murdered a young man named Newell, and, knothiigthe citizens were justly incensed
against him, he sought a change of venue, or wighbd tried elsewhere than in San Francisco,
where he was known. The bill favoring this crimlaalesign passed the Legislature but was
vetoed by the Governor, though it afterwards becarasv by a two-thirds vote of the members.

The Change of Venue in the Horace Smith Case. - The Governor vetoed on the 11th the bill to change the venue in
the Horace Smith case, from San Francisco county, on the ground that it is judicial in character and in violation of
Section 3 of the Constitution; and that he believes it is not true, that a fair trial could not be had in San Francisco. The
bill passed both Houses of the Legislature notwithstanding the Governor's veto. In the Senate the vote stood 22 to 9.
Mr. Phelps voting against it. In the Assembly the vote was 45 to 22, Mr. Denniston voting for it.
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Below, is the clause inserted into the Constitutibthe State of California in 1879 Iugene
Casserly, in order to prevent the States legislature framing the fiscal health of the State.

Like Governor Downey, Mr. Casserly was born in litteh midlands. He was from Mullingar,
County Westmeath. This constitutional requiremexst $tood the test of time and has served the
citizens of the State well in the years since.

The Legislature shall not, in any manner create delgt or debts#liability or liabilities, which
shall ... exceed the sum of three hundred thoudaltidrs ($300,000) ... unless the same shall be
authorized by law for some single object or worké¢odistinctly specified therein ...; but no such
law shall take effect unless it has been passeitio-thirds vote of all the members selected to
each house of the Legislature and until, at a gehelection or at a direct primary, it shall have
been submitted to the people and shall have regev@ajority of all votes cast for and against
it at such election

*Transcription of Senator Casserly’s Letter to Gove Downey written after learning that John
Downey has vetoed the Bulkhead Bill

San Franclseo
April 17#,1ge0
MY dear Governor

[ #eongratulate You whole heartily upon Your most righteous veto of the Bulkhead
Bill, of which  have just this moment heard and the news of which has set the whole town fairly wild
with exaltation. For my own part, [ feel as if 1 haol a joy beyond the general public; because in this act
of Yours [ can be proud of You not merely as a personal g political friend, but as one who has reflected
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Lustre on other interests dear to meg You § all of us, then any others can possibly be. AL wmen who
draw their lineage from the same olol stock walk about San Francisco today with head erect, and joy §
pride in thelr countenance. Each one of us feels as if some rays of the honor You have won by this
days work was to veflect on ourselves: and we know that tn honoring yourself and your high office
You have cast a Lustre on every one in the state who looks back, however remotely, to this same dear
Land as his owwn or his forefathers native sod.

To You of course there can be no higher satisfaction than the consclousness of having
Mowes’dg done your dutg. BUL, | am sure, [t will not be unpleasing elther to you, or Your friends, that
Your veto will be approved § sustained by the entive state. [ know this from many sources. Among
others, | hear from Judge Hayes § Hall Me Alistair Esq. both of whom have veally been in the Southern
mind, that the ]MbLLc in that quarter are unaninmous against the bill. noleed | do not well see how it
could be other wise. There Ls no point of view ln which the measure could be restrained, - whether tn
rebut of principle or of policy or financially had it become a Law, it would have Left to the Democratic
party of this county havdly an existence and it would have been an ever growing burden arownd its
neck throughout the State.

Excuse this long letter, which after all expresses but faintly the emotions excited in me and in all of

us, who are Your friends, by the glorious events of the day.

MY best respects to Mrs. Downey and belleve me most truly

Bugene Casserly

%I The Democratic Party was badly split in the prestil election of 1860, between the pro
slavery candidate, John Breckenridge, and thestatery candidate, Stephen Douglas. Downey
campaigned vigorously for Douglas, but the RepualjAbraham Lincoln won the election. At
the onset of the civil war, Governor Downey tookifoenia into the conflict on the side of
Lincoln and the preservation of the Union. In dosaghe went against the leadership of the
Democratic Party including both United States semaioth congressmen and every elected
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Executive Officer. The ultimate consequences isf ¢tburageous action would contribute
massively to the ultimate outcome of the Civil War.

Article in the Los Angeles Star Newspaper priothte 1859 election, questions where Downey
stands supporting the party’s candidate for Peggith the upcoming election.

Where Does the Demooratic Parly of Cali. :T
fornla Stand ¥
The Democratic Senntors, Gwinand Latbam, T
sapport Breckinridge.
Tha Democratic C
support Breckine
The eight Dem
Convention, supp

gresasmen, Scott and Burnlu. g
ic Delegatea to the Natinnal I b

surer, the State|,
Comptroller, the auru;;rd ot ¢ ral the Seore ¢
of State, the Attorney General, support Mr. Breck- |
laridge. ;.1‘.
In faoct, every Exocutive Stata Offoer elected by [-n;
the Democrats last year, sappart Mr. Breoki L
excopt Gov. John G. Downey, who, cof
to be all hia friends claim—a n'l.-mh we always|

o
ng him | 'W

have—waa never voted for by the people with the|a,
iden that h would be Go 3 rhﬂrl\ﬂ amm, | ing
mho um sl _fore dl Law o who

was his p! sor, are both far "rLLk“ll‘n ige. l‘:

ut of riy-six members of the Demoeratic | gel
State Committee, twenty-six members are in favor
of Breckiaridge, and have called the only rfgdlllr!
Convantion to indorse him. | ““

Qut of the entire nnmber of Democratio papers|
that last year supported the Democratic State| Bl
ticket bended by Gov, Latham, only two have de-
clared for Douglas.

Evary man who ran oo the Broderick alalc be
tickes, from Joha Curry to Edmusd Randol iph, |
supporls the Douglus ticket. -

Io ghis county, the Democratic sheriff, c!rrh.l Dt
frensarer, distriot ||uul'm:y. goloner, nssessor, and |
Snpcrvnmu—lu fuct, every Democratic connty | Ge
offiver, elected al last election, sopport Breckin |h“
ridge.

In donclusion, the Democratic rank and fle n| | be
the State, support Breckioridge, with the exce op-|
tion of a few good men, who have been Illiﬂ,llld\.d

and bave fallen into the Broderick ranks. cin
Ixiii PRI gl W ey
State Contral Commbieee. |8

XV During the 1860 presidential election Downey brakh his party and supported Stephen
Douglas, the ant secessionist Democratic candiddéecampaigned vigorously for Douglas.
Downey felt strongly that the issue of successloyuil have been settled by a legislative or a
judicial remedy, not by going to war

His strong opposition to conflict over this issuasadriven in large part by the realization that
the armies of the combatants would be filled witlkiyg Irishmen mostly from his own
generation.

1860 election map.
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The population of California in 1860 was 379,994

The population of Oregon in 1860 was 52465

Lincoln (Republican)

Bell (Constitutional Union)
Douglas (Northern Democratic)
__ Breckinridge (Southern Democratic)

| Non-Voting Territories

Lincoln wins California by 735 votes in a four mairesidential contest.
Los Angels 1850 Population 1610 1900 102479

1860 Presidential Candidate Party Popular Vote %
Abraham LincolnRepublican 38,733 32.3

Stephen A. DouglaNorthern Democrat 37,999 31.7
John C. Breckinridg&outhern Democrat 33,969 28.3
John BellConstitutional Unior®,111 7.6

Total votes cast 119812_38733 for Lincoln_81073%2for & against Lincoln 67% against
Lincoln beat Douglas by 734 votes.

Bell and Douglas and Lincoln were anti slavery.
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The Constitutional Union Party (also known as thBell-Everett Party in California) was a
political party in the United States created in@.86was made up of conservative former Whigs
who wanted to avoid disunion over the slavery is3irese former Whigs (some of whom had
been under the banner of the Opposition Party §4488) teamed up with former Know-
Nothings and a few Southern Democrats who werenagédisunion to form the Constitutional
Union Party. Its name comes from its extremely $engatform, a simple resolution "to
recognize no political principle other than the &tmtion...the Union...and the Enforcement of
the Laws."” They hoped that by failing to take afstand either for or against slavery or its
expansion,

% Lincoln Letter
[Note in pencil: Enclosed in letter from R. Greenhio Seward, Feb 9. 1861]

[Notes in pencil: California Dec 13. 1860]
Sir [Note in pencil: [Abraham Lincoln]]

| am aware that it may seem intrusive perhaps pmpuous in me a political opponent to offer
any suggestions to your Excellency as to the digehaf the just and most important duty which
your high station imposes on you. | refer to therfation of your Cabinet.

But opposed as we are politically | neverthelesstteat on one statement we fully agree viz: the
desire that peace and harmony may prevalil in atlags of our country and that the unhappy
differences which threaten our safety may be comgboscannot of course expect that you
should feel the profound interest in the affairshaf State with which my long residence in, and
identification with this portion of the confederdagve inspired me: yet as representing a party
pledged to secure to us the great boon we havengoelxpected, a Pacific Rail Road, | am sure
that you are not insensible to the claims of theflRaCoast to be represented in your cabinet.

The position occupied by California and Oregomisame respects wholly exceptional.

Their geographical situation prevented their beartked as purely Northern or Southern States--
They may almost be said to occupy a kind of Neygosition between the two sections of the
country Devotedly attached to the Union

[Page 2]

and connected by innumerable ties with all parthefcountry, their inhabitants are nevertheless
sufficiently removed from the great arena of sewlastruggles to be able to contemplate them
with scarcely any other feeling than patriotic egBuch, | believe, is understood to be the
sentiment of the very mixed population of whichdastates are composed. It has appeared to
me therefore, that the selection of a Californ@filt a place in your cabinet wouldeither be
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regarded as a triumph for the North or a concegsidhe South, but rather as indicating a desire
to compose your Administration of persons imbuelittes as possible with sectional

animosities and from position and association ifiedtwith neither section nor the opponents
of the country

| need not expatiate to your Excellency upon tls¢ ifsterests which have already grown up on
this coast But to understand them fully it is nsegeg to know this country as no member of the
late administration and few public men have yetedon

The resources of this state both mineral & agnigaltits vast extent of littoral, its fine harbors
and growing commerce which is even now about teesepon the treasures of the East the
certainly that at no distant day important accessto our empire on the Pacific must be made --
all

[Page 3]

these considerations will | hope induce your extely to agree with me, in considering the
claim of the Pacific Coast to be represented irr gaibinet as not unreasonable in itself as sound
policy at this particular junction of affairs shduiecognize.

If such should be your view of the matter permibbserve that there is no one in the Republican
ranks whose elevation to a seat in your cabineidvgive so universal satisfaction as Mr
Eugene Sullivan.

My acquaintance with him began when as SenatouirLegislature he represented the city of
San Francisco. Tho' an ardent republican at awhen party spirit ran highest he had this rare
felicity of commanding the respect of all his oppots and securing the friendship of a vast
majority of them. Perhaps no man in the state bamany friends and so few enemies, on this
point | hazard a little in saying that both Col Baknd Mr Latham will confirm my statements.

| have ventured with some hesitation to make tlseggestions for your Excellency's
consideration | will not assert that in doing sor wholly uninfluenced by sentiments of
personal friendship

[Page 4]

for Mr Sullivan. But a far more powerful motive Witne has been the desire of seeing the vast
interests both present and prospective of the ieatdpe properly understood and represented
and represented at Washington and to weave newftlésion between us and the Atlantic
States by making us feel that we are no longereaégdl or ignored and that we have an actual &
practical influence in the councils of the Natibhave also been influenced by the idea that no
more unobjectionable and even conciliatory a chofce cabinet officer could be made, than of
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one who represents neither section of the countirydiher like the population of the State, and
all sections alike.

[Note in pencil: [John G Downey]

http://www.lib.rochester.edu/index.cfm?page=538&Erl20

NOTE: notice the note at the top of the letter,¢Bsed in letter from R. Greenhow to Seward,
Feb 9. 1861” Greenhow would later be found to berdederate spy..

Ixvi
John Downey Harveywas the first born child to Eleanor Downey and \&talarvey,.

He was a nephew of John Gately Downey, the seveatternor of California, and Annie
Downey Donahue, wife of Peter Donahue of San Fsanci

Date of birth: 1860.

Eleanor Downey, born September 8th, 1828, in tiw tiand of Castelesampson,
Taughmaconnell Parish, South County Roscommomidela

Eleanor Downey taught school in Southern Califobeéore she married Major Walter Harvey,
from Georgia, in San Gabriel Mission, in Los Ange(&unty in 1858.

Eleanor and Walter had two children, John Downegvela(1860-1947) and Mary (1862-1867).

Walter Harvey died in Los Angeles in 1861, befaedaughter, Mary was born, leaving
Eleanor a young widow.

Although John Downey Harvey was born in Los Angghesgrew up in San Francisco when his
mother married Edward Martin On May 13th. 18609.

Mr. Martin was from Enniscorty, County Wexford, lked, and arrived in San Francisco in
1849. Edward Martin was a widower with seven aleifdprior to marrying Eleanor Downey
Harvey.

Eleanor and Edward were married at San Gabrielibtissa Los Angeles county on Martin On
May 13th. 1869. The witnesses were John G DowneyCatherine Den.

Eleanor and Edward Martin, had three sons, Andf&8¥0-1899), Peter (1871-1915), and
Walter (1874-1957).
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John Downey Harvey became a lawyer.

He married Sophia Cutter, (1863-1943) the daugift&B Cultter.

John and Sophia had two daughters.

Their daughters were Mrs. Oscar Cooper late of Mevk, and, Mrs. Wade Barron.
Each in turn had a daughter, Jane Cooper and &&gainron.

Jane Cooper and Sophie Barron are John Downey HAamyendchildren.

Jane Cooper (1808-1971) married John Millen (19976}

John Downey Harvey died in San Francisco in 194 Wwke 87 years old.

His wife Sophie died in 1943, at the age of 80 year

Note:

There are two other people interred in the Downegdhue family plot in Colma California.

Anita Cooper Harvey (1884-1980) and Natalie Meckleg. (1880- 1931)

Ixvii

Although the telegraph between San Francisco wpkate, the cost was so high that it got little
use. The Los Angeles newspapers could not aftogét regular dispatches form the East and it
wasn’t until the 1880’s that they could afford ted of the service.

Ixviii

San Franclseo Dec 17th 1860
To His 6,xceLLevw5

- G Powney
Gov. of Californin
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Str:

| have received through your private secretary, the commission of Major General of the 2d
Division of California Militia.  have accepted duly qualified.

| stneerely thank you for this mark of Your confidence, and hope that my future conduct my
prove that it has not been misplaced.

very respeetfully

Your obt servt
H.w. Halleck

Ixix

Lincoln’s inaugural speech

Fellow-citizens of the United States:

In compliance with a custom as old as the governmen t itself, | appear before you to address you
briefly, and to take, in your presence, the oath pr  escribed by the Constitution of the United States,
to be taken by the President "before he entersont  he execution of this office."

| do not consider it necessary at present for me to discuss those matters of administration about
which there is no special anxiety or excitement.

Apprehension seems to exist among the people of the Southern States, that by the accession of a
Republican Administration, their property, and thei r peace, and personal security, are to be
endangered. There has never been any reasonable cau  se for such apprehension. Indeed, the most
ample evidence to the contrary has all the while ex  isted, and been open to their inspection. It is
found in nearly all the published speeches of him w ho now addresses you. | do but quote from
one of those speeches when | declare that

"l have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of slavery in the States
where it exists. | believe | have no lawful right to do so, and | have no inclination to do so."

Those who nominated and elected me did so with full knowledge that | had made this, and many
similar declarations, and had never recanted them. And more than this, they placed in the
platform, for my acceptance, and as a law to themse  Ives, and to me, the clear and emphatic
resolution which | now read:

Resolved, That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of th e States, and especially the right of
each State to order and control its own domestic in stitutions according to its own judgment
exclusively, is essential to that balance of power on which the perfection and endurance of our
political fabric depend; and we denounce the lawles s invasion by armed force of the soil of any
State or Territory, no matter what pretext, as amon g the gravest of crimes."

| now reiterate these sentiments; and in doing so, | only press upon the public attention the most
conclusive evidence of which the case is susceptibl e, that the property, peace and security of no
section are to be in any wise endangered by the now incoming Administration. | add too, that all

the protection which, consistently with the Constit ution and the laws, can be given, will be
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cheerfully given to all the States when lawfully de  manded, for whatever cause -- as cheerfully to
one section as to another........................

http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/spe eches/linaug.htm

X< «“The startling events transpiring upon our Atlargeaboard, would seem to indicate
that the Union which binds our free and happy cderfacy together, is in imminent
danger of disruption. Such a state of affairs exast makes it probable that, unless the
conservative element of the Union steps forth dadgs itself in the breach, the dire
calamity of dissolution will follow. At such a tienas this, | deem it due to the position |
occupy, to lay before you the critical positionooir federal relations, and express to you,
the people’s representatives, the deep solicitdéel in the perpetuity of that Union
transmitted, to our care by the Fathers of the Retam, for the benefit of succeeding
generations — for the security of civil and religgdiberty — and the honor, glory, and
power, of the American name. . . .

“There is no State in the American Union that aso short a time, added so large a quota to
the material importance and commercial greatnes€adifornia has to the confederacy of which
she is a member; and none, perhaps, has receiNitiesim return. Notwithstanding this, she
stops, not to calculate the pecuniary value ofcbh@nection with Union. Such sordid motives
find not a resting place in the bosom of Califonsigfor they are for the Union at all hazards!”

In a Message to the citizens of the State Govddaovney asked that they side with the Union ,
and said, “I feel deep solitude in the perpetuftthe Union, transmitted to out care by the father
of the revolution for the benefit of succeeding@m@tions, for the security of civil and religious
liberty and honor, glory and power of the

American name. You should by joint resolution e@gsryour disapprobation of all measures,
with which any portion of the Confederacy may b&ljudissatisfied or their constitutional rights
in the humblest degree affected. ”

%4 At the beginning of 1861, as the nation edged elaser to conflict over the secession of the
Southern States, pro-secessionist Democrats helictiins of power in California. Accordingly,

it was widely expected that California would suggbe Confederate cause if civil war broke
out. Both, United States Senators, Senator's GwihLaatham supported John Breckenridge, the
pro-slavery, pro-secessionist candidate for presid&o too, did California’s two Congressmen,
Scott and Burch. The eight Democratic Delegatékdd\ational Convention supported
Breckenridge. The Democratic State TreasurerSthge Controller, the Surveyor General, the
Secretary of State, the Atty. General, all supmbke. Breckenridge. In fact, every Executive
State Official elected by the Democrats the previgear supported Mr. Breckenridge, except
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Governor John G. Downey. Out of the thirty-six memsbof the Democratic State Committee,
twenty-six members were in favor of Breckenridgat 6f the entire number of democratic
papers that supported the Democratic State tickaddd by Milton Latham and John Downey,
only two have declared for Douglas the anti-slawanydidate on the Democratic slate. In Los
Angeles County, Governor Downey’s home constitugtiey Democratic Sheriff, County Clerk,
Treasurer, District Attorney, State Senators, aadr@y Supervisors, in fact every Democratic
County Official, elected at the last election, suped Breckenridge. Governor Downey was the
lone dis-coordinate voice in a harmonious chorusupiport for John Breckenridge.

To further exacerbate this situation, only sevethefStates fifty-three newspapers supported
Lincoln in the presidential election campaign 06Q8

Consequently, State Democratic Party leadershigdeifident that they could dictate the
direction that the state should take, if and whan lwvoke out. They miscalculated badly,
however, in believing that they could convince ybang Irish born Governor to bend to their
wishes.

Although strongly opposed to settling the issusuafcession by going to war, Governor Downey
immediately sided with Lincoln once war broke ddis opposition was strongly influenced by
the stark reality that countless of his countrymmaast of them from his generation, would

surely be slaughtered on both sides, if war canegfadored instead a legislative or a judicial
resolution to the disagreements that were dividiegcountry and leading to hostilities.

Downey'’s decision to take California into the Ciwlar on the side of the Union caused great
consternation among many of his fellow Democratsd&ying his party wishes, Governor
Downey knowingly and willingly sacrificed his futipolitical opportunities for the betterment
and benefit of the entire country.

The decision to support the Union effort wasn’'t stimmg that Governor Downey agonized over
at great length. As the only foreign born goveroioCalifornia, John Downey had no ancestral
or regional ties, or any other allegiances, to@mg section of the country. This put him is a
unique position and allowed him to look at the essand weigh their consequences at this
critical time in the history of the State of Califiia, and that of the Nation. His allegiance was to
the United States of America, and to the Stateadif@nia. This allowed him the freedom to do
what he believed was in the best interest of thieeecountry. Despite his relative youth, John
Gately Downey, the young man from Castlesamps@ounty Roscommon, the youngest
Governor in the history of the state of Califorrpagved to be exactly the right man, in the right
place, at the right time. By his principled and @@eous action, he tipped the scale in favor of
Lincoln’s campaign to secure the Union, and theitributed greatly to preserving the United
States of America as we know it today

01860 Presidential Candidate Party Popular Vote %

Abraham LincolnRepublican 38,733 32.3

Stephen A. DouglaNorthern Democrat 37,999 31.7
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John C. Breckinridg&outhern Democrat 33,969 28.3

John BellConstitutional Unior9,111 7.6

Total votes cast in California, 119812

38733 for Lincoln_32.3% & 81079 against Lincdh7% against

Lincoln beat Douglas by 734 votes.
Bell, Douglas and Lincoln were anti-slavery.

The Constitutional Union Party (also known as tledl-Bverett Party in California) was a
political party in the United States created in@.86was made up of conservative former Whigs
who wanted to avoid disunion over the slavery is3inese former Whigs (some of whom had
been under the banner of the Opposition Party §4488) teamed up with former Know-
Nothings and a few Southern Democrats who werenagédisunion to form the Constitutional
Union Party. Its name comes from its extremely sengpatform, a simple resolution "to
recognize no political principle other than the &tmtion...the Union...and the Enforcement of
the Laws."” They hoped that by failing to take afstand either for or against slavery or its
expansion,

Lincoln inaugural address

http://americancivilwar.com/documents/lincoln inactg 1.html

“I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to irfexe with the institution of slavery in the States
where it exists. | believe | have no lawful rightdo so, and | have no inclination to do so.

Those who nominated and elected me did so wittkhdwledge that | had made this and many
similar declarations and had never recanted theohn@ore than this, they placed in the platform
for my acceptance, and as a law to themselvescame: t the clear and emphatic resolution
which | now read:

Resolved, That the maintenance inviolate of thietsigf the States, and especially the right of
each State to order and control its own domessittutions according to its own judgment
exclusively, is essential to that balance of poarewhich the perfection and endurance of our
political fabric depend; and we denounce the lasviegasion by armed force of the soil of any
State or Territory, no matter what pretext, as agritve gravest of crimes.

| now reiterate these sentiments, and in doingasdyl press upon the public attention the most
conclusive evidence of which the case is susceptitzt the property, peace, and security of no
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section are to be in any wise endangered by theimooming Administration. | add, too, that all
the protection which, consistently with the Consditn and the laws, can be given will be
cheerfully given to all the States when lawfullyntended, for whatever cause--as cheerfully to
one section as to another.

There is much controversy about the delivering Ufnigitives from service or labor. The clause
| now read is as plainly written in the Constitutias any other of its provisions:

Ixxiii

MARCH 22, 1861
Brig.-Gen. E.V. SUMNER:

DEAR GENERAL.: Prepare to sail from New York thst fof the next month to relieve Buvt.
Brig.-Gen. [A.S.] Johnston, in the command of theifc Department, say for a tour of some
years.

The order to sall, etc., will reach you by the nmil, but remain unpublished till you are on the
Pacific Ocean, for confidential reasons.

In haste, yours truly,

WINFIELD SCOTT.

Ixxiv

Whereas John G Downey, Governor of the State of Califriy
his firm and fearless conduct, officially displayedring the last
session of the Legislature of the State, in opjwsib acts of that
body detrimental to the rights and interests of oity, has merited
the appreciation and gratitude of the people of Faancisco;
therefore be ilResolved That we the Board of Supervisors of the
City and County of San Francisco, hereby tender 9ncere and
fervent thanks to his Excellency, and that the idezd of the
board of Supervisors be required to transmit to houopy of this
resolution.

Page 7 5
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Hugh Quigley, author of he Irish Race in California and the Pacific Coastrther commented
on the resolution No such tribute as that conveyed in this resatut was ever before paid by
this city and county, or any county in the State,the executive head of the government

% 1t fell to John Downey to makibe most difficult and the most important decision thay
governor in the history of the state of Califorhas ever had to make.

The outcome of the civil war would be heavily irdhced by what his decided. The map of the
United States would be shaped or reshaped, basetiatrhe decided, and the ambitions of
powerful forces both inside and outside of the ehiStates would be heavily impacted by what
he decided.

The impact of Governor Downey’s decision to takédifGania into the Civil war on the side of

the Union had tremendous implications and consempsefor both sides in the conflict. Although
isolated on the other side of the continent fromdbat of government in Washington DC., it was
no secret that California had vast natural res@uoser and above the obvious, gold. These
resources would add enormously to the collatertiiénaccount of the government entity that
controlled them. To add further fuel to the fire 1859, silver was discovered in Virginia City

in Nevada Territory. This discovery would uneadtta richest find of precious metal ever found
anywhere in the world. The Nevada Territory silited further increasing the value of the west
in general, and California in particular, as ag allthe upcoming hostilities.

As the clouds of war descended on the nation tlestgpn of where California stood on the
issues of the day became enormously importantatdeidership on both sides of the succession
issue. Should California come into the conflicttba side of the Confederated States, there was
simply no way that Lincoln and his Union supportessild possibly wage war in the east and in
the south, and at the same time address any hiostile west, as well. This presented a planning
and logistical nightmare for Union military leadeigs that they had no way to address. It was
impractical, indeed impossible, for Lincoln and tlaional government, to recruit, train and
equip another army, then march that army acrosedhgnent, over the Rocky Mountains,
through the deserts of the Great Basin, then tabklenighty Sierra Nevada’s, before reaching
California. An additional headache facing Lincalas the reality that if California succeeded it
would take everything west of The Great Divide @nsl the various territories, with it and into
the hands of the Confederate states. In 1861tamlystates west of the Great Divide were a part
of the Union, California, admitted September 9tbA,8and Oregon, having been admitted into
the Union in 1859, the eve of the civil war.

In the presidential election of 1861 Lincoln cadrigalifornia but only by 735 votes, in a four-
way race. Anti-Lincoln candidate won two-thirdstbé votes cast. To further exacerbate the
situation, only seven of the fifty-three newspaperthe state had supported Lincoln’s
candidacy. Although he won the state’s elector&soLincoln was certainly not the popular
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choice of California voters before hostilities beabut. This situation presented an enormous
dilemma for the new President.

To further complicate the issue, both United St&tesiocratic Senators from California, Gwen
and Latham, supported John Breckenridge, the cerdigel candidate for president in the election
that saw Lincoln come to power. Both CongressrBemch and Scott, from California

supported Breckenridge as well. In fact, all & @alifornia state officials, Attorney General,
State Surveyor, The Secretary of State etc. ajpaupd Breckenridge. The only Democratic
official elected to federal or State office in 18&%d 1860, that did not support Breckenridge,
was the thirty-two year old Irish-born Governorhddzately Downey.

US Senator William Gwen, an ardent supporter ofsgmessionist cause, represented southern
interests in California and he and his allies hiethfy of support in the state.

Wars are fought on the battlefield but won or iaghe bond market of the world. Armies must
be recruited, trained, armed, equipped, and supie effort that requires an immense amounts
of capital. In order to fund their war effort, t®nfederate States set about borrowing money
from themselves in the form of selling war bondse3e bonds sold well in all eleven
Confederate States, but there simply was a fimteumt of capital available in the south and not
nearly enough to prosecute a successful campa&insadghe Union army. Attempts to sell

bonds in Europe met with limited success. Firsdlhfsome European countries saw a successful
democratic United States of America as a real thicethe monarchies on that continent. Many
felt that a divided America would be less of threatheir way of life. Consequently, then were
content to watch this play out from the sidelines.

In Britain, American cotton was a valuable commpdid British millers depended on it to keep
their mills working. Cotton mills were the mainstaiythe Victorian economy, accounting for as
much as 80% of the economic output during thaiogeBritain therefore had a great interest in
how this conflict turned out. Their interests walgned with the south.

There was very little enthusiasm on the continenbfiying bonds issued by bunch of American
slave states. Faced with this reality, the souéim turned to The House of Rothschild, an
institution who had financed winners and loserans across the continent for generations, but
found to their chagrin, that they were not ovenyheisiastic. While the north had heavy
industry to back their war bonds, the south hag ootton. Cotton only had value so long as it
could be brought to market and a flow of capitaleleped from it to pay interest on the bonds
that financed the war effort.

Undaunted by this setback, Southerners hit on alneay of making their war bonds more
attractive to prospective buyers in Europe. Thegkled them with cotton instead of interest
payments. Bond purchasers could redeem their batritie preset rate equal to the pre war
value of six pence per pound for cotton insteachtgirest. Buyers found this arrangement
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acceptable and bonds began to sell. The soutlgdtathother trick up it's sleeve, with cotton
backed bonds selling well they manipulated the rtal reducing the output of cotton coming
to market and placing an embargo against shipnernitiserpool, the principle port for imported
cotton. This drove the price of cotton up, andéasing the value of the bonds held by the
foreign bondholders. It had the effect of causirigaton famine” devastating the British
economy in 1862. 500,000 were left unemployethis/bit of southern blackmail. This
scheme worked for a short while but eventually beigaunravel when Britain found new
sources. Finally, when the port of New OrleanstteliAdmiral Farrigut, cotton backed bonds lost
all value. The Confederated States issued grekrdmlar but their value dropped precipitously
finally being worth as little as one cent per dolla

If Governor Downey had followed the dictated of bvgn party leadership and taken California
into the war in the side of the southern cause dnleis would have come to pass. The south
would have had all of the resources and collagssabciated with California and the west
available to them, and their ability to sell aktivar bonds needed to finance their war effort
would have been guaranteed. The outcome of thevaariwould certainly have been greatly
affected and a different result could have beelizezh

It was the Irish-born John Gately Downey who wasgslarly responsible for keeping California
in the Union, despite the overwhelming politicatledavoring alignment the confederate states.

Had California entered the Frey on the side ofSbath, three outcomes could be anticipated.
The North may have prevailed, though that wouldehlaeen very unlikely.
The South could have won, possibly with the helBwtain,

A measure of Downey’s integrity can be gauges byfalet that although he had political cover if
he took the state into the war on the side of trdexlerate states he still did what he though was
best for the state and for the nation. He alsothaapportunity to enrich himself beyond all
measure by accepting deals proposed confederatgasiyizers. A similar situation arose when
the Bulkhead Bill was up for his signature. Neithere did he take advantage of the opportunity
to profit at the expense of the state. He was agooan in a position of tremendous power, a
man of principle and integrity, confident of hisgitcon and unwavering in his belief that he was
doing the right thing. This young foreigner was mtran a match for his political adversaries.

Finally, the war could have simply ended in a stelte with no winners. In the case of that
eventuality, there would be two separate natiohg, United States of America and the
Confederate States of America.
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John Downey’s decision had very far reaching consege and it is that decision that moiré
than anything else is responsible for the map @fthited States that we have today.

The long-term effect of Downey’s action would rewerate through the west, the nation and
indeed the world, arguably to the present day. mhp of the Americas would have been altered
significantly and the results of that realignmeioiNd have had a powerful effect on that was to
transpire in the generations ahead.

More confederate soldiers died as the results#atie neglect and malnutrition then did on the
battlefield. The confederate’s inability to fund ein@ne, hospitals and to maintain a fighting
force was all due to their inability to finance higort. Had California come in on the side of the
confederacy their abili8ty to finance their campargould have been tremendously improved.

The Terry, Broderick duel was in effect the firsbsfired in the American civil war. Senator
Broderick died as a result of his wounds three dgs. Broderick supported the “free soil”,
anti-secessionist faction of the Democratic Paty] was a Douglas supporter in the upcoming
presidential election. Justice Terry was a membéreo“chivalry” faction of the Democratic
Party, an advocate of succession, and a strongdepf John Breckenridge, his party’s pro
slavery secessionist candidate.

The “chivalry”, led by California’s other US SenatVilliam Gwen and Justice Terry
desperately wanted to silence Senator Broderiakissassion voice, and used the duel as a way
to legitimize their intentions. The unintended caogence of their actions would set in motion a
chain of events that brought about an end resaltvtlas the direct opposite to what they had set
out to achieve. Their primary goal was to insus thalifornia would come into the civil war on
the side to the southern states with all the ptadie and desirable consequence that would
benefit their cause. What they didn’t foresee havaevas that one of their own, Milton Latham,
would seize on the opportunity to become a US Senéten it presented itself, and thereby
leave the governorship of the State of Californighie hands of the young Irish Catholic
Lieutenant governor, John Downey. As it turnedibuias Governor Downey’s decision to back
the Republican President, Abraham Lincoln and pvesthe Union that tipped the balance in
favor of the Union cause and preserved the mapeobUnited States as we know it today.

Broderick’s death would ultimately lead to John D@y becoming the seventh governor of the
State of California. The repercussion from the onte of this duel would reverberate through
California, the United States of America, and there world from that day on and would
ultimately determine who prevailed in the ultimatflict.

Downey himself acknowledged that after Broderidesith, Latham intended to become US
Senator if he and Downey won the gubernatorialtielec

A point of interest;
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Gertrude Grubb Janeway, age 93, died Friday Jar2QEB, at her home in Blaine, Tenn. She
lived in a three-room log cabin bought for her lgy husband in 1927. She was the last surviving
widow of a Union soldier. Her husband, John Janewey in 1937 at age 91.

She married her husband in 1927 when she was 1Beands 81. In an interview in 1998 she
said they sparked for three years because her mathéd not sign for her to marry. As a Union
widow pensioner Janeway received $70 per month frenVeterans Administration.

Still living is the last surviving widow of a Corderate soldier, Alberta Martin, age 95, of Elba,
Ala. She was born in 1909 and was a widow fromfingrmarriage by the time she was 21. She
married her Civil War husband, William Jasper Marti 1927 when he was 81.

At about 4:30 AM on April 12, Edmund Ruffin firet first cannon shot at Fort Sumter, and the
Civil War was officially underway.

Four long years later, with countless losses oh butes, Ruffin received word that General
Robert E. Lee had surrendered at Appomattox, astdathwas lost. The dream that was the
Confederacy was officially over. Upon receiving tievs, Ruffin sat at his desk and penned
these words:
"l here declare my unmitigated hatred to Yankee rulo all political, social and
business connection with the Yankees and to thke¥anace. Would that | could impress
these sentiments, in their full force, on everymgvSoutherner and bequeath them to
every one yet to be born! May such sentiments loeuméversally in the outraged and
down-trodden South, though in silence and stillnessl the now far-distant day shall
arrive for just retribution for Yankee usurpatiamppression and atrocious outrages, and
for deliverance and vengeance for the now ruinabljuggated and enslaved Southern
States!
...And now with my latest writing and utteranced avith what will be near my latest
breath, | here repeat and would willingly proclamy unmitigated hatred to yankee rule-
-to all political, social and business connectiavith Yankees, and the perfidious,
malignant and vile Yankee race.
With the completion of the letter, Mr. Ruffin pubwdn his pen, picked up his revolver, and shot
himself in the head.
As such, Mr. Ruffin is remembered for two things firing the first shot, and the last shot of the

Civil War

IXXVi

Los Angeles had two newspapers by this time. Beersd one, The Lo&ngeles Newsvas

very outspoken in it's support of the Union cau$ée Los Angeles Stahe original newspaper
in the community, favored the confederate positidmionists were in the minority but
nevertheless the federal government imposed cdnipaa the Star while allowing to News to
go uncensored. —
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During the civil War the value of the dollar fluetied with the successes and failures of the
national government. It's value dropped by as magkwo-thirds at times. Stability did not
return for the dollar until the seventies.

il May 11, 1861.

In San Francisco (May 11th) a demonstration wad teetest the sentiment of the people.
Everywhere the Stars and Stripes were seen. Morgoamd other streets were literally hidden
in bunting, and the sidewalks were crowded with nwgsmen and children wearing the colors of
the Union. The procession, the largest ever seasa,cemposed of all the military, civic and
benevolent societies of the city. Platt's hall wasvded and the strong Union sentiments of the
speakers, Milton S. Latham, General Sumner, Johddgall and General Shields, were loudly
applauded. (Downey did not attend and his polifees, Stanford et al made much of it)

il The inscription on the cornerstonat the State of California Capitol Building in
Sacramento reads as follow.

MAY 15, 1861
JOHN G DOWNEY, GOVERNOR
GEORGE WALLACE, PRIVATE SECETARY
CORNER STONE LAID THIS DAY
S. M. WILSON ESQ
OF SAN FRANCISCO
SPEAKER OF THE DAY

oo

CORRECT C.J. TORBERT

IXXix

The “War Governors” of California were John G. DaynLeland Stanford, and F.F. Low, and

to their loyalty, zeal, and patriotism, and theiadiness to respond to every call of the
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Government, is due the promptness with which tffergint regiments and battalions were

organized.

During the exciting and tumultuous times existipgn the outbreak of the war the Legislature
was loyal to the Government, and the following eonent resolution was adopted:

No. IVIIl — CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
[Adopted MAY 17, 1861.]

Resolved by the Senate, the Assembly concurringt fite people of California are devoted to
the Constitution and the Union of the United Stasesl will not fail in fidelity and fealty to that
Constitution and Union now in the hour of trial gmetil. That California is ready to maintain the
rights and honor of the National Government at hame abroad, and at all times to respond to
any requisition that may be made upon her to defleadepublic against foreign or domestic
foes.

When the war commenced the United States forceéseoRacific Coast were under the
command of Brevet Brigadier-General Albert Sidnelgrikton. It is supposed that there was
some doubt as to General Johnston’s loyalty, agdsea Southern man, and General Sumner
was sent to relieve him of the command. The follayare the orders and correspondence
relating to the matter:

XX Camp Downey

In mid-July 1861, the War Department requestedf@ailia's Governor Downey fatraise a

force of volunteers, infantry and cavalry, to pobténat part of the overland stage and mail route
between the Sierras and the Rockies. Recruits plengiful and they were sent to two training
camps that had been established on the east $iflarofFrancisco Bay, the infantry to Camp
Downey and the cavalry to Camp Merchant. Camp Dgvaverlooked Lake Merritt in today's
Oakland, on today's Seventh Avenue.

War Department
Washington, August 14, 1861
Hon. Governor Downey,

Governor of California Sacramento City Cal.

Page8 2
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Please organize, equip, and have mustered intaseat the earliest date possible, four
regiments of

infantry and one regiment of cavalry, to be plaaethe disposal of General Sumner.
Simon Cameron
Secretary of War.

By telegraph to Fort Kearney and hence by Pony &sgpand telegraph.

[By telegram to farthest point west, and thenc@dyy express to California.]

WAR DEPARTMENT,
July 24, 1861 — 8:30 P.M.

To the Governor of California:

The War Department accepts for three years onenesdiof infantry and five companies of
cavalry to guard the overland mail route from Carsalley to Salt Lake and Fort Laramie.

Colonel Waite will be put in command of departmangalt Lake City. General Sumner will
detail mustering officers to muster in the men.

SIMON CAMERON,
Secretary of War.

L. THOMAS,

b Dear Mr. President:

The first requisition made upon this State fortligusand and five hundred
volunteers has been filled and the command give&olonel Carleton. It was
indicated by the War Department that it was yowimethat this office should

016542-0S-5-12-DHS14

Page8 3




John Gately Downey -Timeline with Endnote

have the command. | cheerfully complied as | hewary confidence in his
experience, patriotism and gallantry.

Yours sincerely,
John G. Downey
Governor of California

Governor Downey’s quick and decisive response sectire West Coast for the
President Lincoln, and tipped the balance towarddunion cause. By doing so
however, Downey went against his own wing of thenberatic Party and he
knew that he was committing political suicide. Bese Downey was foreign
born, he had no regional or sectarian bias. Hetlnasable to weigh the issues
and resolve them without having to consider angidetinfluences. He simply
did what was best for California and for the countr

IXxxii

[By telegram to farthest point west, and thenc@dnyy express to California.]

WAR DEPARTMENT,

July 24, 1861 — 8:30 P.M.

To the Governor of California;

The War Department accepts for three years oneediof infantry and five companies of
cavalry to guard the overland mail route from Car¥alley to Salt Lake and Fort Laramie.

Colonel Waite will be put in command of departman®alt Lake City. General Sumner will
detail mustering officers to muster in the men.

SIMON CAMERON,
Secretary of War.
L. THOMAS,

Adjutant-General.
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[True copy.]

Under that call one full regiment of ten compareémmfantry was raised, which became the
First California Infantry, and five companies ofvedry, which became the First Battalion of the
First California Cavalry. In 1863 seven more comiganof cavalry were raised, making the
First Cavalry a full regiment of twelve companies.

Soon after the second call was received by the Boveas follows:
[By telegraph to Fort Kearney, and thence by poxpress and telegraph.]
Ixxxiii
WASHINGTON, August 14, 1861
To JOHN G. DOWNEY, Governor of California:

Please organize, equip, and have mustered intacgeat the earliest date possible four
regiments of infantry and one regiment of cavainyhe placed at the disposal of General
Sumner.

SIMON CAMERON,

Secretary of War.

Under this second call the Second Cavalry and #eo&d, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Regiments
of Infantry were formed. In this connection thédwing dispatch is interesting:

IXxXiv

WASHINGTON, August 14, 1861
To JOHN G. DOWNEY, Governor of California:

Please organize, equip, and have mustered intaceeat the earliest date possible four
regiments of infantry and one regiment of cavainyhe placed at the disposal of General
Sumner.

SIMON CAMERON,

Secretary of War.
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Under this second call the Second Cavalry and #eo&d, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Regiments
of Infantry were formed. In this connection thédaing dispatch is interesting:

WAR DEPARTMENT,
WASHINGTON, D.C., August 15, 1861.

To his Excellency, JOHN G. DOWNEY, Governor ofeéstatCalifornia, Sacramento City, Cal.:

SIR: | have this day forwarded to your addressspdich by telegraph and by pony express, to
the effect that in filling the requisition givenw@ugust fourteenth for five regiments you will
please make General D.D. Colton, of San Franci€monel of a cavalry regiment, and give
him the proper authority to organize as promptlypassible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SIMON CAMERON,

Secretary of War.

The commission was offered to General Colton ane@ted, but he never completed the
organization of the regiment and he was never megdteto the United States service.

Immediately upon receipt of the dispatches quobeve@, Governor Downey issued the
following:

[Proclamations.]
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

SACRAMENTO, August 12, 1861.

In pursuance of a communication from the Secrevédiyar, dated July 24, A.D. 1861,
“accepting for three years one regiment of infarand five companies of cavalry to guard the
overland mail route from Carson Valley to Salt Lakel Fort Laramie.” |, John G. Downey,
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Governor of the State of California, do hereby éatlvolunteers for the above mentioned
services. The forces will be organized in accor@anih the laws and regulations of the United
States, and will be mustered into service at suimbd and places as may be directed by the
commanding officer of the United States on thistoa

JOHN G. DOWNEY,

Governor,

IXxXXV

Governor. forwarded to your address a dispatchddggraph and by pony express, to the effect
that in filling the requisition given you Augustfteenth for five regiments you will please make
General D.D. Colton, of San Francisco, Colonel aaaalry regiment, and give him the proper
authority to organize as promptly as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SIMON CAMERON,

Secretary of War.

The commission was offered to General Colton aneépted, but he never completed the
organization of the regiment and he was never megteto the United States service.

Immediately upon receipt of the dispatches quobeve@, Governor Downey issued the
following:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

SACRAMENTO, August 23, 1861.

Whereas, by an additional communication from the&ary of War, bearing date August 14,
A.D. 1861, to the Executive of this State directieel President of the United States has called
for four regiments of infantry and one of cavalype placed at the disposal of Brig.-Gen. E.V.
Sumner, U.S. Army, “organized, equipped, and madtarto service by the State of California,
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such call being made in pursuance of the Act ofgfess passed July 19, 1861, entitled ‘An Act
to authorize the employment of volunteers to aienforcing the laws and protecting the public
property.™

Now, therefore, I, John G. Downey, Governor of$lete of California and Commander-in-
Chief of the militia, etc., of the same, do herabthorize and call upon the citizens, as many as
shall be necessary to fill up the preceding requisi to immediately form and organize
themselves into “volunteer companies,” in accordamath the directions and requirements
stated in Sections 17, 18, and 19 of the StatdtdgoState, entitled “An Act in relation to the
militia of this State,” approved May 9, 1861.

Said companies will be accepted and mustered emace according to the reception, by the
Adjutant-General of the State, of the certificat®manization mentioned in Section 18 of said
Act, and reported by that officer to the Commanide€Ghief, the infantry companies to consist of
any number between eighty-three and one hundresbaadand the cavalry companies of any
number between seventy-nine and ninety-five, officelusive; the commissioned officers of
each company to consist of one Captain, one Fieitenant, and one Second Lieutenant.

The Commander-in-Chief will proceed forthwith tganize the regiments aforesaid out of said
companies according to their priority and in confoty to law. While the Act of Congress
aforesaid requires the “Governors of States furmghvolunteers to commission the field, staff,
and company officers requisite,” the Commander-meCwill in all cases give preference to the
officers elected by the respective companies, geavthat they are competent and pass
examination before the Military Board already apped by the United States officer
commanding Pacific Division, San Francisco.

Volunteer companies already organized and commissi@re expected to report forthwith to
the Adjutant-General, tendering their services &eitthe requirements of this proclamation.
Companies tendering their services will exprestdyeswhether they are infantry or cavalry.

In witness whereof, | have set my hand and cadsedreat seal of the State to be affixed.
Done at Sacramento, California, this twenty-thiaydf August, in the year of our Lord 1861.
JOHN G. DOWNEY,

Governor

IXxxVvi

Attest: JOHNSON PRICE, Secretary of State.
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The Governor, in his message to the Legislatund, @afollows regarding the requisitions made
upon him:

THE STATE’S CONTINGENT

Two requisitions were made upon me by the Secrefanjar for troops for the service of the
General Government, the first bearing date of B4y 1861, for one regiment of infantry and
five companies of cavalry, and the other dated Audd, 1861, for four regiments of infantry
and one regiment of cavalry.

The Legislature having adjourned without placiny émnds at the disposal of the Executive to
meet such contingency, and the language of thegasiBons urging all possible dispatch, | at
once issued my proclamations calling out the reggiiiorce. It entailed much labor upon this
department, for which it feels fully compensatedheycharacter of the officers selected and the
soldierly bearing and character of the men who cosepthe rank and file.

The whole contingent as organized is composedrdb@st citizens — men of character and
means from all ranks and pursuits of life — and achieve an honorable fame for our State and
render good service to the nation when called adtive duty. In organizing this force
commissions were conferred upon officers in thelleegarmy of the United States as Colonels,
in order to give efficiency and discipline to oamr recruits. By an order from the War
Department | was notified that these officers cawdtibe permitted to retain position in the
volunteer service, as they were ordered to theesoémostilities to join their respective
regiments. Two of these officers, Colonels Kellagd Judah, rendered much aid in raising and
organizing the Fourth and Fifth Regiments of Vobams, at great expense and trouble to
themselves, without being permitted to enjoy thehoor emoluments arising therefrom.

The cavalry regiment was raised before Colonel ISanitived to take command of the
volunteers; he now has charge of the troops ofStia¢e along our southern frontier. | would
recommend that appropriations be made to compenbatefficers mentioned for the personal
expenses necessarily incurred by them and the taposervices they have rendered the State —
say $2,500.

A large amount of business has been entailed up@Adjutant-General in clerical labor and
services attendant upon the extraordinary duty eocted with and occasioned by the raising of
our contingent, and | would recommend an approiabf $1,500 as a just compensation
therefor.

The militia law of last year is found to work welhd meets the expectations of its advocates. It
declares that all necessary expenses arising uitsl@peration shall be defrayed out of the
General Fund; but the Legislature failed to makg appropriation. It is hoped that a small
appropriation will be made to meet the inconsidéeadamounts already audited, as well as the
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future contingent expenses for the year. Too mugoitance cannot be placed upon the
organization of our militia, in order that efficiep may be attained, and that a military spirit

may be infused into our citizens. It cannot be etqubthat volunteers will drill and parade

without arms. For these reasons | recommendedykzat a military tax for rent of armories and
the purchase of arms. We should, therefore, haleaat a hundred thousand stands of arms
distributed among our militia; instead of this tleeare not three thousand, and many of these are
of antique style and character, of but little userhodern warfare

IXxxvii
San Francisco Cala, Sept 18, 1861
To His Excellency
John &. Downey
Gov Commander tn chief

Governor.

Having been appointed a Major General in service of the United States [ hereby resign my
Commission of Major General at the Second Division of the Militia of the State.

In separvating myself from Your Command, permit me to thank you for Your kRindness and
to assure You that 1 leave You with great regret.

[ s’mcer% hope that the same wise and discreet poLLc@ whieh has markeed your
Adminlstration may be continumed b@ Your Successor and that california may contlnue
faithful to the Lnilon and be spaved the terrible Evils of Clvil war.

very respeetfully

Your obt servt
H. W. Hallecke

boviil There is the possibility that this is not GoverBawney's brother, however it is also
unlikely that there were two men by that name aahea at that particular moment in time. The
fact that neither his brother nor any other notglglessonage from that period was named a
witness cast an element of doubt. | found no mantif children from this union and found no
will.

XX Downey’s quick and decisive action caused confeéesympathizers and politicians with
southern leanings to begin to leave the state qpeickly.
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Governor Downey’s quick and decisive response sektlre West Coast for the President
Lincoln, and tipped the balance towards the Uniause. By doing so however, Downey went
against his own wing of the Democratic Party anétrew that he was committing political
suicide. Because Downey was foreign born, he loaggional or sectarian bias. He was thus
able to weigh the issues and resolve them withavinlg to submit to special interests. He
simply did what was best for California and for twntry.

The impact of Governor John Downey'’s decision ket@alifornia into the Civil war on the side
of the Union had tremendous implications and conseges for both sides in the conflict.
Although isolated on the other side of the contirfesm the seat of government in Washington
DC., it was no secret that California had vast redttesources over and above the obvious, gold.
These resources would add enormously to the cadlatethe account of the government or
political entity that controlled them. To add hwet fuel to the fire, in 1859, silver was
discovered in Virginia City in Nevada Territory.hi§ discovery would unearth the richest find

of precious metal ever found anywhere in the woiltie Nevada Territory silver discovery
further increasing the value of the west in genanal California in particular, as an ally in the
upcoming hostilities.

As the clouds of war descended on the nation tlestgpn of where California stood on the
issues of the day became enormously importantetiéetidership on both sides of the succession
issue. Should California come into the conflicttba side of the Confederated States, there was
simply no way that Lincoln and his Union supportessild wage war in the east and in the
south, and at the same time address any hostite iwest, as well. This presented a planning
and logistical nightmare for Union military leadeirs that they had no way to address. It was
impractical, indeed impossible, for Lincoln and tiaional government, to recruit, train and
equip another army, then march that army acrossahgnent, over the Rocky Mountains,
through the deserts of the Great Basin, then tabklenighty Sierra Nevada’s, before reaching
California. An additional headache facing Lincalas the reality that if California succeeded it
would take everything west of The Great Divide withnd into the hands of the Confederate.
States. In 1861 only two states west of the Gbeadtle were a part of the Union, California,
admitted Septembef"@.850, and Oregon, having been admitted into thierim 1859, the eve

of the civil war.

In the presidential election of 1861 Lincoln cadri@alifornia but only by 735 votes, in a four-
way race. Anti-Lincoln candidate won two-thirdstbét voted cast. To further exacerbate the
situation, only seven of the fifty-three newspaperthe state had supported Lincoln’s
candidacy. Although he won California’s electorates, Lincoln was certainly not the popular
choice of California voters before hostilities beabut. This situation presented an enormous
dilemma for the new President.
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To further complicate the issue, both United St&tesiocratic Senators from California, Gwen
and Latham, supported John Breckenridge, the cerdiéel candidate for president in the election
that saw Lincoln come to power. Both Congressmem fCalifornia supported Breckenridge as
well. In fact, all of the California state offidsa Attorney General, State Surveyor, The Secretary
of State etc. all supported Breckenridge. The @@ynocratic official elected to federal or State
office in 1859 and 1860, that did not support Besukdge, was the thirty-two year old Irish-

born Governor, John Gately Downey.

US Senator William Gwen, an ardent supporter ofsgmessionist cause, represented southern
interests in California and he and his allies hieahfy of support throughout the state.

Wars are fought on the battlefield but won or ioghe bond market of the world. Armies must
be recruited, trained, armed, equipped, and supie effort that requires an immense amounts
of capital. In order to fund their war effort, t®nfederate States set about borrowing money
from themselves in the form of selling war bondse3e bonds sold well in all eleven
Confederate States, but there simply was a fimteumt of capital available in the south and not
nearly enough to prosecute a successful campagjnsaghe Union effort. Attempts to sell

bonds in Europe met with limited success. Firsdlhfsome European countries saw a successful
democratic United States of America as a real thicetlhe monarchies on that continent. Many
felt that a divided America would be less of threatheir way of life. Consequently, then were
content to watch this conflict play out from thdelines.

In Britain, American cotton was a valuable commpdid British millers depended on it to keep
their mills working. Cotton mills were the mainstafythe Victorian economy, accounting for as
much as 80% of the economic output during thaiogeBritain therefore had a great interest in
how this conflict turned out. Their interests walgned with the south.

There was very little enthusiasm on the continenbliying bonds issued by bunch of American
slave states. Faced with this reality, the souéim turned to The House of Rothschild, an
institution who had financed winners and loserwans across the continent for generations, but
found to their chagrin, that they were not ovenyheisiastic. While the north had heavy
industry to back their war bonds, the south hag oatton. Cotton only had value so long as it
could be brought to market and a flow of capitaleleped from it to pay interest on the bonds
that financed the war effort.

Undaunted by this setback, Southerners hit on alneay of making their war bonds more
attractive to prospective buyers in Europe. Thegkled them with cotton instead of interest
payments. Bond purchasers could redeem their batritie pre-set rate equal to the pre-war
value of six pence per pound for cotton, insteachtgirest. Buyers found this arrangement
acceptable and bonds began to sell. The soutlgdtathother trick up its sleeve, with cotton
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backed bonds selling well they manipulated the mtal reducing the output of cotton coming
to market and placing an embargo against shipneritiserpool, the principle port for imported
cotton. This drove the price of cotton up, andeasing the value of the bonds held by the
foreign bondholders. It had the effect of causirigaton famine” devastating the British
economy in 1862. 500,000 were left unemployethis/bit of southern blackmail. This
scheme worked for a short while but eventually beigaunravel when Britain found new
sources. Finally, when the port of New Orleanstteih\dmiral Farragut, cotton backed bonds
lost all value. The Confederated States issuegtgmek dollar but their value dropped
precipitously finally being worth as little as ooent per dollar. The South's inability to raise the
capital it needed to wage war was a major factasieventual defeat. Unable to raise capital, to
finance their efforts, more confederate soldiersiialie for neglect, disease and starvation then
at the hands of their enemies.

By the fall of the year 1862, Abraham Lincoln haatbme desperate for a victory in the war
against the Confederate States. Up to that tineeSbuth had achieved victory after victory.
Bull Run, Wilson's Creek, and Shiloh had all beenwincing victories for the Confederate
Armies. Lincoln realized that if the North did reathieve a major victory soon, the survival of
the Union would at risk. If Governor Downey hatldwed the desire of his own party
leadership and taken California into the war inglte of the southern cause the confederate
forces would have had the financial capability datnue to exact defeat after defeat on the
Union forces. The south would have had all ofrés®urces and collateral associated with
California and the west available to them, andrtability to sell the war bonds needed to
finance their war effort would have been backedamby cotton, but by the resources of not only
California, but also Nevada and indeed all of tlestbeyond the Rocky Mountains.. The
outcome of the civil war would certainly have begeatly affected and a different result would
have been realized.

In the end, more confederate soldiers died asahdtrof disease, neglect, and
malnutrition then did on the battlefield. The caldeate’s inability to fund
medicine, hospitals and to maintain a fighting éoweas all due to their inability to
finance the effort. Had California come into theftict on the side of the
Confederate States they would have had no diffidutiancing their war effort.

It was the Irish-born John Gately Downey who wagsiarly responsible for keeping California
in the Union, against what otherwise would havenleeero-Confederate domination of the state
and the region

Had California entered the Frey on the side ofSbath, several outcomes could have been
reasonably anticipated.

The North may have prevailed, though that wouldehlaeren very unlikely.
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The South could have won, especially with the toélBritain and France,
The most likely outcome would have the South wignin

Finally, the war could have simply ended in a stete with no definitive winners. In the case
of that eventuality, there would be two separatena, The United States of America and the
Confederate States of America.

The long-term effects of Downey’s action preverdaeg of those scenarios becoming a
possibility, and immediately reverberate throughwest, the nation and indeed the world. The
map of the Americas would have been altered sigamtly as the results of any realignment with
dramatic consequences for the United States, Martérica, and for the world in general. The
world as we know it today was shaped to a veryisagmt degree by Governor Downey’s
decision

¢ Appointed John A Sutter as Major General, 5th.Dorisof the California State Militia.

Johann August Sutter (February 23, 1803 — Jun&8d)) was &wisspioneer ofCalifornia
known for his association with ti&alifornia Gold Ruslby the discovery ofold by James W.
Marshalland the mill making team &utter's Mill and for establishin§utter's Forin the area
that would eventually becon@&acramentothestate'scapital

Xl Col. #Agoston Haraszthyg Hungarian immigrant to the US who settled in®oa,

California, was asked by Calif. Governor John Dowteego to Europe and to find sample
cuttings of the best European varieties of gradasaszthy’s methodology, personality and
perseverance earned him the name of Father ofo@akfWines. Downey’s foresight put the
power and prestige of the State behind this mogorant California industry. When the
legislature reneged on their commitment and refoseimburse Haraszthy upon his return to
California, John Downey contributed generouslyafis own pocketThis signaled the birth of
the California grape and wine industry.

Article by John Downy for The Overland Monthly Joine, 1874

“If California is not at present, indeed, the fat@igrape-growing country of the world, it is
destined, certainly, to attain that rank, and &islbecome the most extensive”

In 1861,

Haraszthy was appointed by Governor of Californide Governor of California is the chief
executive of the California state government, whesgonsibilities include making annual
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"State of the State" addresses to the CaliforrageStegislature, submitting the budget, and
ensuring that state laws are enforced...
John G. Downey

John Gately Downey was an Irish-American politiczand the seventh Governor of California
from January 14, 1860 to January 10, 1862. Ungildiection of Arnold Schwarzenegger in
2003, Downey was California's only foreign-born goor...

as a commissioner to report to the Legislatureheriways and means best adapted to promote
the improvement and growth of the grapevine infGalia.” He decided to make a trip to
Europe to investigate the best European vine-pigraind winemaking practices and to gather
cuttings of European vines. He traveled througmégaGermany, Switzerland, and Spain before
returning to California in December 1861 with mtran 100,000 cuttings of more than 350
different varieties of vines. He offered to sek thines to the state, propagate them in his
Sonoma nursery, test them to determine which wesée duited to the California soil and climate,
and distribute them to would-be winemakers througl@alifornia. The Legislature refused the
offer, leaving Haraszthy to distribute the vinefiagtown expense. It was a financial setback, for
Haraszthy had expended large sums of money in gaghthe vines and bringing them back to

California.
XCil

Governor Downey’s other Contributions

John Downey’s historic role in taking the decisagtions that kept California in the Union and
mobilized the state to defend the nation, of cousser shadows his other accomplishments, but
they are worthy of mention. Those include, as GasebDowney stated in his January 7, 1861
State of the State address to the legislature: fisentement of our State Capitol, the State
Reform School, at Marysville, the Deaf, Dumb, arithd Asylum, at San Francisco, the
increased donations to the Orphan Asylums and athjects of charity, the Boundary Survey,
the Geological Survey and the increased appropndtr the Insane Asylum.”
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In addition to establishing the State Library, Deynvorked closely with the federal
government, which had donated seventy-two landtgianCalifornia, in the establishment of
“Common Schools” (i.e. public schools) and a “Umsity.” In sharp contrast to today’s
proponents of the ‘voucher system’ which would @hate any meaningful public education,
Downey told the State Legislature that:

“It may be safely affirmed that a general systerediication, whereby the children of the poor
as well as the rich are afforded access to thalgoot science and literature, is the most
necessary of all the supports to the edifice af therty. To say nothing of the philanthropy of
the work of training the minds of the children bétState to the principles of virtue and the
refining influences of intellectual culture, it hager been conceded that republican institutions
depend for their existence entirely upon the vidod intelligence of the people.”[25]

Downey also played an important role in promotexlagricultural development of California.
He supported the state’s agricultural societiestanl measures to encourage the cultivation of
cotton, which has become a major product in thie sés well as, flax and corn.

Disgusted by the pork barrel policies of his predsors, which had put the state into a debt of
over $400,000,000 the new governor set about temess of establishing the basis for actual
economic development and protecting the generdhveedf the population. He was outraged
that the state had no university, no state libnaoysound buildings to house orphans, prisoners,
or the insane. He took measures to correct theg#gons, but the historical battle of California’s
role in the survival of the nation would be hisgpity in the two-years of his term.

¥ Leland Stanford had to take a rowboat the two blocks from the Capitol to his
mansion in flooded Sacramento, and step in through a second-story window, on the day
he was inaugurated as governor of California, Jan. 10, 1862. That was probably the
highlight of a two-year tenure that ended when his new Republican Party refused to re-
nominate him.

XV \With the port of New Orleans in the hands of Unfiortes the ability of the Confederate
States to finance the war effort is greatly reducéde Confederate States now feel the full
effect of relying on one principle source to finartheir war effort. Had California’s joining the
Confederate States they would have had at thgaodad all of the considerable resources of the
Western States. This was a crippling blow to thetlsern States.

England and Cotton "Cotton Diplomacy"
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"The cards are in our hands", proclaimed the ChmeMercury, "and we intend to play them
out to the bankruptcy of every cotton factory ire@rBritain and France or the
acknowledgement of our independence.” The Memfitgsistold planters to "keep every bale
of cotton on the plantation.”

England imported three-fourths of its cotton frdre American South. "What would happen”,
asked James Hammond in his famous prewar "Kingo@b#peech of 1858, "if no cotton was
furnished for three years?... England would topygladlong and carry the whole civilized world
with her, save the South."

Since the administration of President Jeffersoni®aanted to avoid any appearance of
international blackmail, the Confederate Congressenformally approved a cotton embargo,
but state governments and private citizens voluptaithheld the crop from the market in hopes
of creating a "cotton famine" abroad. The Confedgr@as mistaken in its belief that their
embargo on "King Cotton" would force the Britishvgonment to intervene on the side of the
South in the Civil War. For one thing, a bumpett@otcrop in 1860 had glutted the marketplace,
lowering prices and allowing mill owners in Englatodstockpile cotton.

The initial Southern embargo on the export of gotad, later, the increasing effectiveness of
the Northern blockade did, however, have a brigfaot on British life, but in 1862, when the
shortage began to be felt more strongly, new sswtsupply had been developed in India,
Egypt, and elsewhere. Also, more than a milliorebdlad gotten through the blockade, and the
British economy was stabilized by a compensatinglvaam in other industries.

England and France were both wary of entering awitarthe United States. Furthermore,
Southern society tied cotton to slavery, and Ergylaptting an example France would follow,
led the abolitionist movement in the world communit

Fascinating Fact: With his "cotton diplomacy", President Davis ungjsallowed his country to
hoard its one great asset; thus, the Confederatgromned its best opportunity for financing the
war.

X¥'1862, Anna (also known as Annie) marries San fsandndustrialist Peter Donahue. Peter
was one of the remarkable Donahue brothers who grothrer accomplishments founded Pacific
Gas and Electric Co., as well as the first iromfiny on the West Coast. Peter becomes known
as the father of California industry.

The City of Anaheim (German for Anna’s home) wamed for Anna Downey.

Anna died in 1896, eleven years after Peter, aagfeeof 60.

016542-0S-5-12-DHS14

Pageg 7




John Gately Downey -Timeline with Endnote

The City of Anaheim

The City of Anaheim got its name when the elderhis German district looking for a way to
thank John Downey for his help and guidance in eapay their community offered him the
honor of naming their rapidly growing little towrHis sister Anna (Annie), had lived there and
may have been a teacher in the local school, befewenarried. John Downey thought it would
be nice to honor her and to put a German face ®@totln as well. He proposed that they name
this burgeoning area, “Anna’s home” but translateto German, hence, Anaheim.

How Anaheim California got its name.

In the 1850’s a group of German settlers bought land in what is now the City of Anaheim, and
planted vineyards. They were vintners in Germany and wanted to continue that line of work when they
came to California. At that time Los Angeles County was the major grape growing region in California. As
a part of that effort they got a loan from John Downey. That began a relationship between Downey and
the community founder, John Frohling and Charles Kohler, which continued throughout their lifetime.
Frohling and Kohler were successful in their efforts and a small community grew up around these
vineyards. Downey understood that to develop a community certain basic needs needed to be met.
Accordingly, he was involved as a lender and advisor as the community became a village and he helped
them establish a school and later a church etc.

When John G Downey and others established the railroad in the Los Angeles basin, tracks were
laid through this little community linking it with the rest of the basin as well as the port of San Pedro.

Grapes are susceptible to a blight called Pierce’s Disease, and it so happened that after the
vineyards were well established the entire vineyards were destroyed by this blight. This spelled potential
disaster for this community. As they had done before, Frohling and Kohler sought out John Downey for
advice.

Downey was well aware of the success that the original Spanish Padres had realized with the
orange groves they planted, and he had had successfully planted oranges himself. He encouraged
Frohling and Kohler to do likewise and plant oranges groves. They took his advice, and he in turn
financed that effort, which turned out to be very successful. Frohling and Kohler who were the founding
fathers of this community, were extremely grateful as their little community, not only survived, but
prospered and expanded, and, they now wanted to give it a permanent name. To express their
appreciation to Governor Downey for all he had done to help them get established, they suggested that
he name their community.

Annie Downey (John Downey'’s youngest sister) had been a school teacher in this community
before she got married, and had living there then. He suggested that they combine that fact along with
the German heritage of the community in the nhame. Hence, they decided to call it Anna’s home, but
translated into German, Anaheim.

Governor Downey wrote about this matter in his autobiographical notes submitted to Hubert
Howe Bancroft in 1888. Those notes are filed in the archives at the Bancroft Library on the campus of
The University of California in Berkeley.
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XCVi

John Downey registered his “D” brand for use @rdtock in Los Angeles County, April 30.862.
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In 1862, John Downey registered this *D” brand in Los Angeles County after completing his two

years as California's gove - Living in Los Angeles, Downey visited the ranch often in the 1870s
ometimes supervising the waol clip himself. Besides sheep, his ranch had horses and

other livestock, (SDHS.)

XCvii

His Excellency
Leland stanford
GOVErnoY
Dear Sty,

Los Angeles

October 215t 1262

As the county of Los Angeles has attracted the attention of the press of the state
through it's corvespondence in regard to the loyalty or disloyalty of it's citizens, 1 take the Liberty in an
unofficial way of informing of the true condition of affairs heve, (do this as a wmatter of duty, sincerely

desiving that the peace ano dignity of the state may not be compromised by false report or unnecessary alarm.
Sometlmes the emotions of personal malice and Local political Mostﬁtﬁtg from our personal tntercourse with your

Excellency’s official ano private.

t o satisfied that you would discountenance persecution of any class of our citizens, and with this conclusion

[ preswme to place tn Your possession the true position of affairs in the southern counties. That the present
rebellion has sympathizers in this section of the state is beyond dowbt true and will apply equally to every

county n the State, but that this extends beyond the matter of conscience with those of Southern

As far as my) knowledge extends [ ean tn all candulr safely deny that men who are termed secessiondsts in
this county ave men of property, standing and means, and are deeply interested in matntaining the peace
harmony and dignity of the State, this | assert passionately for they full well know that one risks civil
commotion would L/Ltﬁrmlﬁ ruln every Lnterest ln this TIER o{ southern countles, {mm

the character of the mixed and unsettled class who temporarily veside here and our proximity to the Mexican

bovder,.......... under the guys o{pat«/wtlc ............
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( dlesive therefore that you would consult with General Wright on this subject and see that there is no
wnnecessary arvests made of our citizens. These men who maybe aceused as secessionists are not going ... the
country they are held here by the ties of family and property and  am satisfied that they are willing and
READY t0 ...

[ ASSUFE YOU ... be difficult to find one man of means or class who ts not willing to pay his proportion of the
federal tax . There are men .............. here s well as tn San Francisco who have nothing at stake that ave
boisterous tn thelr declaration of disloyalty, but this will not ........... thewa................ case heve [ assume You
anmong men of means ....standing.

Sincerely desiring as | know you do, that the peace and happiness of the commonwenlth may wot be disturbed
and trusting that you will use your offictal influence to this end.

[ remain
Yours smcerﬁ%
Your obedient servant

John & Downey.

The Emancipation Proclamationis anexecutive ordeissued by United States President
Abraham Lincolnon January 1, 1863, during tAenerican Civil Warusing his war powers. It
proclaimed the freedom of slaves in the ten stidwes in rebellion, thus applying to 3.1 million
of the 4 million slaves in the U.S. at that timéeTProclamation immediately freed 50,000
slaves, with nearly all the rest (of the 3.1 mitljdreed asJnion armies advanced. The
Proclamation did not compensate the owners, didtseif outlaw slavery, and did not make the
ex-slaves (callefeedmei) citizens

X% On January 8, 1863, John Downey presented theé®ov's Annual Address” to the
State Legislature in Sacramento. In that speechnBy presented his vision for California to
become America’s gateway for trade and commerde tvé Asian nations of the Pacific Rim.
In order to accomplish that mission, and surpasgl&d and France,” Downey urged the
employment of California’s resources to “enable@eneral Government to put afloat upon the
waters of the Pacific, a large navy, both for th&tgction of our maritime and commercial
interests, and for the peaceful conquest by a patiey of the nations that from their natural
position must sooner or later become commercialitaries of California. Our sails ought now
to cover the Pacific ocean.” After calling on fiederal government to establish “regular line
packets between San Francisco and China,” Downiiyed his comprehension of American
System economics and the proper role of governmenstering economic growth:

“The expenditures necessary to put such a linéeainsships into this
trade involves too great an outlay for the indiablenterprise and means of our
merchants; but being once started by Governmeulsidy the best informed of

Pagel OO
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our commercial men are of the opinion that sucheiased facilities of
communication would stimulate trade to such a degrat the Government’s aid
would not long be required.”

However, the Governor stressed in his present#étianthere was another national
infrastructure project that had to take precedence:

“But we can never hope to assume a supremacy asnanercial State,
nor can the United States avail herself of her sigpeatural advantages, which
would make her the greatest maritime nation ontearttil we have a railroad
completed connecting the Atlantic and Pacifieimphasis in the original]

Much has been presented already in this reporttahethistoric role of the European
oligarchy, particularly the British, and their gdalachieve the disintegration of the Union and
the elimination of the principles upon which it wiasnded. The conclusion of Governor
Downey’'s message address precisely that problethhigrresolution to resolve it by reaffirming
the true mission of the United States: [all emphésin the original]

“The founders of American liberty did not considleeir work concluded
their institutions safe, until they had formed ‘AOREPERFECT UNION’ than
existed between the thirteen colonies during thelutionary struggle, for the
preamble to the first compact reads as followstitds of Confederation and
PERPETUAL Union between the States;’ showing thahfthe beginning the
Union was one of the principles of the revolutitasting as the life of a nation.
The policy of the mother country had been to kéepseveral colonies, as so
many separate provinces, without any bond of ubetween them of associated
counsels, combined strength, or commercial prigegUnion and nationality,
therefore, early became one of the principles efrévolution, without which the
liberties of the people were not considered safénag the intrigues and alliances
of the crowned heads and aristocracy of Europe,avb@s hostile to Republican
institutions now as they were in any past geneanatibwas considered that,
without a supreme government to concentrate anldlthe united strength of the
whole, the new States would be incapable of maiirtgitheir republican
institutions against the combinations of Europeamanchies. That unless there
was sovereign power in a National Congress, toaguiee and preserve peace
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between the several States, that internal disawidemlousies, promoted by
ambitious men taking advantage of local prejudaes interests, would

inevitably lead to civil war, as had been illuséchby the history of the ancient
Grecian republics. That the principle of UNITY Wween the separate States, on
the grounds of perfect equality in rights, in jostand in benefits, as expressed in
the motto ‘E PLURIBUS UNUM,’ was theital element of our free institutions
and personal liberties; UNITY for defence, for firetection of our commerce,

for the suppression of domestic insurrections,fanthe general welfare. . . . For
the protection of their commerce on the high seaghe purpose of preventing
monarchical ideas and policy from overrunning thmeekican Continent, as they
have overrun and subdued Europe, a Union of sonkewill be found absolutely
necessary between these Republican States. Treggbei of Union idife, - the
principle of Disintegration isleath to American policy, American greatness, and
American progress and civilization; . . .

“In the very beginning of the process of severaarue disintegration of
the American Union, we have a demonstration ofdlsg that however hostile to
each other European monarchies may be, they wilégbeir own disputes, and
league together for the suppression of republidaas and the maintenance of
privilege, birth, and official honors in hereditatgscent. Three of the great
powers of Europe have now combined to force monaratstitutions and
aristocratic privileges upon that living embodimehDisunion principles, the
Republic of Mexico. And if the present unhappy wantinues in the United
States, until the forces of the Republic are unkdsiger from exhaustion to
prolong the conflict, except in guerrilla warfaretlween the sections, the same
Powers will combine to enforce aristocracy and tgy@on Americans,
partitioning among themselves the splendid doméathepresent American
Empire. The Union of the States is not only ne@gso the existence of
republican institutions on this continent, busitlhe only hope of the oppressed
nationalists of Europe in their aspirations foel#l laws and equal rights. The
same combinations of monarchical power and weatte Iheretofore been
successful in crushing republican ideas upon tistdfia continent, wherever they
began to obtain ascendancy in any portion of Eurdpe increasing power and
greatness of the American Union had inspired hopke oppressed of Eastern
nations that, in due time, the policy asserted$gmthis continent, -- non-
interference of European monarchies in crushingeuuiblican institutions, --
would be extended there..”
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C

Czar Alexander II's decided to send a fleet to Bamcisco and New York in 1863 during the
American Civil War to show support for the union

http://civilwartalk.com/forums/showthread.php?283&ssian-Fleet-Shows-Support

1863-1864 Russian Fleet Expedition to North America

This American expedition became a military demaigin by Russia during the U.S. Civil War.
England and France advocated for the southernsieRaksia held a friendly position in respect
to the federal government in the North. It increblsestility toward Russia on the part of
England and France, which strove for looseningternational influence. The Russian
government decided to send two ship squadronstt/$ito demonstrate support for the
northerners, as well as to create a potential thoe@marine communications of England and
France in order to make them refuse assistan¢et8duth States.

The Russian squadrons set out towards the codgirtti America in the second half of 1863.
The Atlantic squadron commanded by rear admiral IS2Sovskii (frigate "Aleksandr Nevsky",
"Peresvet”, "Osliabia", corvettes "Variag", "Vitlaand clipper "Almaz") departed from the
Russian port of Kronshtadt and went to New Yorkother squadron - Pacific - was commanded
by rear admiral A.A. Popov (corvettes "Bogatyr” dlkvala”, "Rynda", "Novik", clippers

"Abrek" and "Gaidamak"). They went from the portsle Far East and set out to San
Francisco. In September 1863, the squadron of Iségicarrived at the port of New York, and

the squadron of Popov - to the port of San Franci§he Russian squadrons stayed in these
ports of North America and sailed near its WestRast coasts until August 1864. Individual
ships of the Atlantic squadron, which were basedew York, visited Baltimore, Annapolis,
Hampton, the Caribbean sea, the gulf of Mexico,&;ionduras, Havana, Jamaica, Curasao,
Cartagena, Bermuda islands and Aspinwall. The gifitise Pacific Ocean squadron had were
based in San Francisco and went for practicalngpith Honolulu, the South hemisphere, Sitka
and Vancouver. Russian navy seamen showed high nava

skills, discipline and good organization duringgbeoyages.

The Atlantic squadron returned to Russia late Jithe Pacific squadron returned in August
1864. The appearance of the Russian squadronseotiolasts of America caused a great political
reaction and forced England and France to charegegbsitions in respect to Russia and the
Northern states of America. In 1866, the governno¢iihe US sent a ship detachment with
special deputation. This detachment officially egsed gratitude to the Russian government for
assistance to the northerners in their strugglenapgslavery.

° http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ca/state1/tinkhamditi@.

The Union Democrat convention composed of Dougles duly 4th assembled at Sacramento
and organized. The following day they adopted #quian. It indorsed the government. It
differed from the Republican in this very importamninciple: They opposed any coercion of the
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south. For Governor, John Conness, (From Portunm#&@&lway Ireland) John Biswell and
John G. Downey were placed in nomination. Ex-Gogebowney (f) was their choice..

Four score and seven years ago our fathers bréaghton this continent a new nation,
conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the propmsithat all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testingtiver that nation, or any nation, so conceived
and so dedicated, can long endure. We are megozea battle-field of that war. We have come

to dedicate a portion of that field, as a finakiresplace for those who here gave their lives that
that nation might live. It is altogether fittingé@proper that we should do this

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, weataramsecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. Thedor
men, living and dead, who struggled here, haveamased it, far above our poor power to add oradetr
The world will little note, nor long remember whag say here, but it can never forget what they did
here. It is for us the living, rather, to be detlcbhere to the unfinished work which they who fatigere
have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather fotolbe here dedicated to the great task remabefaye
us—that from these honored dead we take increasautidn to that cause for which they gave the last
full measure of devotion—that we here highly resdlvat these dead shall not have died in vain—that
this nation, under God, shall have a new birthreélom—and that government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not perish from thete

“ll Reputation. Spalding in his History of the City and County oflAngeles wrote; no
meeting of public spirited citizens was completessGovernor Downey was present and he
was generally called to preside.

v National Union Party

In anticipation of a close election, the Republi@amty, to appeal to war Democrats, changed its
name to the National Union Party for the 1864 ébect

cv

William Spaulding, The history of Los Angeles @itg County. Governor Downey was the
most prominent political and historical charactdrtbe American regime.

o Downey and Banning saw the formation of Pionedr@i January 24, 1865 “for the purpose
of prospecting for petroleum.” Pioneer was thstfail company in California, and it exploited
the resources of what is now Hancock Park and &hBrea Tar Pitsbfeais the Spanish word

for tar).
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I Former Governor Downey became the first major daviter in Southern California to sub-
divide his land for the benefit of the citizenry.

cviii

At the outbreak of the Civil War, the Western Statere effectively walled off from the East Coagdistance, by
the Rocky Mountains, by the deserts in the GreatrBand by the mighty Sierra Nevada Mountain ran§jecess
from the Southern states was relatively easy howéweugh the southern route, shown here in biae
California come into the Civil War on the side bétConfederate States, the Confederates wouldduateolled all
of the territories West of the Rockery’s as welttas entire Pacific Coast of North America. Alltbé considerable
resources and assets associated with that vashémsdvould have been available to bolster and dméme
Confederate war effort. Once California sided Witicoln and the Union effort all of this was loktwas their
inability to adequately finance the war that ulttedg led to the collapse of the confederacy.

Some statistics - Northern population: 22,200,000t&ern population: 10,600,000 (including
3,500,000 slaves) Northern industrial workers: 0,800 Southern industrial workers: 110,000
Northern railroad mileage: 22,000 Southern railroakkage: 9,280.

War dead, 642,000, both sides combined.

cix

The Ronald Reagan, California State Building sitghat site today.
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Reagan Office Building Downey Home on SouthiddeStreet LA

“ FOR SALE
20,000 ACRES
OF CHOICE AGRICTURAL LAND

WITH WATER FOR IRRIGATION.

From the port of San Pedro
The above land will be sold in lots to suit purarasom 50
acres upward on long —term credit at
$10.00 PER ACRE
with ten percent per annum interest, The bestiandome-
stead and vineyards in this section of the states.
One tenth to one fifth of the purchase money walrequired

In cash according to the location

John G Downey
Los Angeles

Nov.13, 1866
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cxi

March 23— TheUniversity of Californiais founded irDakland First proposed by Governor
Downey during his administration.

cXii

John Downey went to San Francisco and there emdisti A. Hayward as a partner. Together
they raised $100,000 capital and opened a bank adabe building on Main Street in Los
Angeles (a site that is the southeast corner ofFdteral Building today).

John Downey and J.A. Hayward officially founded lAxsgeles’ first "official" bank.

il 1869 Los Angeles and SamPedro Railroadbegan service between the bay and Los
Angeles. This 21-mile stretch of track was thet fieslroad in Southern California and marked
the beginning of a new era of development for tdbr area. The link was completed on
September 7th, 1869

Vv The Downey Blockis still at the very heart of the City of Los Agg Downey leased part

of the Downey Block the United States Post Offared another part the United States Treasury.
When these US government agencies built their acsympnent buildings that was the location
they chose. Los Angeles City Hall, and the Couriecare all located there. The Civic center of
Los Angeles today is located on and around the @gvidtlock. By choosing that area for his
development, John Downey dictated the shape ofshim come. For anyone who wondered
why the skyline of Los Angeles is as it is, allyhreeed to do is understand where the first
development was and learn about the man behind it.

The Downey Block, the first major development in Los Angeles. US Treasury- US Post
office-Center of the city. City hall courts-High rise Today’s City Hall Courts Civic Center

High Rise Towers. Reagan Office Building.

“ Downey drew retail establishments in Los Angetea tentral area and location by building

a two-story block long building at Main and Temfhat thereafter was known as thewney

Block. Warehouse and storage barns were built alongAbggles Street to facilitate delivery of

farm produce. Downey saw himself as a modern legsiman and worked hard to bridge the gap

between the different cultures. He was marriednatave Californian, and he and his wife threw

lavish parties where people from the old world aedicomers alike danced in were entertained

is at his mansion on South Main Street. The mix@dreultures and the resulting friendships that ©

developed defied the convention of the day. A
o0
T
(a9
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“| picked the location because | was sure to becgrger of town no matter what which way it
grew” John Downey

Viln November 1869, 4,444 acres, or one league eo¥/tiile de San José, which included the
Ranch House, was conveyed to Ex-California Govedobn G. Downey, by Antonio Coronel,
Dofia Vicenta's agent. As time passed, Downey eadintacquired the remainder of the valley
from the Warner and Carrillo interests. From thegnpon, Anglo-American owners and
leaseholders of the property, which included thedRaHouse, also figured prominently in

California and Southern California history.

Born in 1827 in Roscommon County, Ireland, Downagye to the United States in 1842 at the
age of fourteen. With little formal education, herked his way west in drugstores from
Washington D. C. to Cincinnati, ultimately reachthg gold rush in California in 1849. In 1850,
Downey moved south and settled in Los Angeles wherentered the drug business with Dr.
James P. McFarland.

His business and political empire expanded in Logedes as he invested in land and real estate,
and joined the first volunteer police force. He e Maria Jesus Guirado in 1852. Californians
elected Downey lieutenant governor in 1859; antid@0 when the state legislature chose
Governor Milton S. Latham as California’s U. S. &en, Downey succeeded him as governor.
As the state chief executive during the first tveans of the Civil War which commenced in

April 1861, Downey stood firm in his commitmentkeep California connected with the Union.
He left office in 1862 and returned to Los AngelM®ere he continued business and civic
involvement with the creation of the Farmers anddlants' Bank, the founding of the first
Chamber of Commerce, the erection of the cablesystem, and the donation of land for the
establishment of the University of Southern Cahfar The town of Downey was named for him

as well as one of the streets of Los Angeles.

John G. Downey, always a legal resident of Los Aggyevisited his ranch often in the Valle de
San José throughout the 1870s and 1880s. Althowghiety of horses and other livestock
grazed the land, Downey specialized in sheep @i$mn1870, he employed Charles R. Ayres, a
34-year-old Virginia native, to supervise his stoéires lived at the Ranch House with his wife,

Jesusa, age 23 in 1870, and their three year oightder, Mary.
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Hired by Downey for his expertise in sheep raisang fleece production, Ayres found periodic

mention in theSan Diego Uniorin this regard. On June 13, 1873, t@on reported that:

Mr. Charles Ayers (sic) of Warner's Ranch brough24,500 pounds of wool day before
yesterday. The whole lot was purchased by Steingtagiber. It is first-rate wool. In fact the
wool of San Diego County is graded way above thabs Angeles and other Southern counties,

and commands several cents per pound more in tterBanarkets®

The procedure Ayres utilized to extract such supeviool fleeces, unigue to San Diego because
of the environment from which they were producedswetailed in th&/nion of October 23,

1873. The impressed journalist stated:

Mr. C. R. Ayers (sic) of Warner's Ranch has stragjood thing on the wool question. Up at his
place there are a number of soda springs, the Watarwhich he has used in several instances
to wash sheep just previous to shearing them. iBtdriction with the hand the water frees the
wool from all grease and other impurities and Isahe fleeces as white as snow. Mr. Ayres
states that by the expenditure of $50 the waten fitte springs can be collected so that four men
could wash fifteen hundred sheep per day. MessesveBt & Co. received from Mr. Ayers (sic),
yesterday, two fleeces that had been washed iwaker from the soda springs, one before being
clipped and the other after. Both were clean anidewhut that washed while on the sheep had a
live appearance, while the other looked dim andid&éhese fleeces will be sent East to find out
how much buyers in that market are willing to paywool cleaned by the soda water process. It
is well known by wool raisers that over one haltladir fleeces, by weight, is dirt and it costs
about a cent a pound to haul wool to this marked,ahalf a cent more to send it to New York.

If clean wool is worth more in proportion to thetdemoved, the sheep owners in the vicinity of
the Warner Ranch soda springs have certainly steugiod thing. By washing the sheep
occasionally, long fleeces, which are so valuablihé market can be secured by having but one

clipping a year or three every two years.

Stewart & Co. received a reply from the East towlel question which was reported in the
1873 Christmas issue of thimion. Greene & Siebert, the large commission houseev? Mork

reported their opinion to the two samples sent flamwney's ranch. They claimed the fleece
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worth fifty-five cents. The second fleece, cleaaéidr shearing, was "less sightly and somewhat
inferior to the other in quality,” but would bririgrty-two to forty-four cents in the New York
market>® TheUnion of May 19,1875 wrote that, "W. W. Steward & Cove@ommenced
receiving a lot of washed wool from Downey's flatkWVarner's Ranch. This is the first instance

in the county, we are told where all the sheep teen washed before shearifg."

The winter of 1876 proved a harsh one for sheapdes, not unlike the one Dofia Vicenta
suffered through in 1865-66 when she had to movetoek from the valley. From January to
March, terrible wind, rain and snow storms devastdhe grass, cattle, and sheep in the Valle de
San José. A writer for the March 28, 1876 editibthe Union lamented:

| have not heard the owners of the sheep say angy#bout their losses, and don't know whether
they care to talk of the matter, but the factsaarstated. This high mountain altitude is not
adapted for sheep growing like the country a litikeer down. In fact, there are only about six
months of the year when stock of any kind can Ieteado well up here. Messr. Downey struck

too high an altitude when he bought this for a phr@ach.

After this stormy, moist season, the following ypesved drier and more profitable for Downey.
Instead of concentrating on the sale of fleecesasi coast markets, probably because most of
his mature sheep had died, he sold young sheeaglifoi@ia markets. Los Angeles butchers
purchased all of Downey's 5,000 "fat wethers"(oaaryold castrated male sheep) for $2 per
head in 1877. In 1878, five hundred head of "fi;mesheep" were shipped by steamer to San
Francisco and sold. Also, during this time perida;ob Metzker, a fifty-eight year old native of

Pennsylvania took possession of the Ranch Houseerame the "stock raiser" for Dowridy.

Downey continued involvement with his ranch and enatlleast two trips there in 1879. In
March, he spent time recuperating from health @wisl, and in June he came to supervise the

wool clip intended for the Boston market.

In 1880, the ex-Governor hired Andrew Linton, aivebf Scotland and single man in his
forties, to oversee his ranch operations from thedR House. During this time and through the
latter part of the decade, Linton supervised tw4ivgy to thirty thousand head of Downey's

sheep, horses and cattle in the valley. Listetienli880 Census for Agua Caliente Township as
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the Farm Overseer, he became the postmaster foethly established Agua Caliente branch in
1881. In 1884, he received United States citizgnshi

Wool production continued to be the economic baokbaf this ranch operation during Linton's
tenure. The wool clip in 1880 was reported at @&@&000 pound&! TheUnion of May 20, 1882,
reported that, "Governor Downey was having his waalled yesterday afternoon from
Wentscher's warehouse to the wharf, to be shippetdamer Santa Cruz to San Francisco. The

Governor has 207 bales and we understand it iadyreold."”

In 1884, Downey sold his entire wool clip for theay to W. W. Stewart & Co. which amounted
to 90,000 pounds. THenion of June 13, 1884 reported that the wool from Wesre one of
the finest clips, as well as one of the largeSanthern California. The wool is nearly equal to
the best Oregon wool and will be graded and shippéde Boston marke?® In April 1885, W.
W. Stewart & Co. handled 50 bales of wool from WaisiRanch, and in May, 64 bales or
21,000 pounds of wodl.

In 1888, Downey, past sixty years of age and ailiegsed the Valle de San José to Walter L.
Vail, a cattleman, who owned and operated the Esrfpanch in Pima County, Arizona, and
various ranches in Temecula, which included thebBa8anta Rosa, Temecula, and Little
Temecula. In partnership with entrepreneur Carol3Ates, the two ran one of the largest cattle
businesses in Southern California through 1913.Ré&ech House provided the focal point for
their cattle enterprise. Yearlings, either driveant the Empire Ranch to the valley, or carried by
railroad car from Arizona to Beaumont, Califorraad then driven to the valley, leisurely
fattened on the abundant grass and water arourfdaheh House. After two or three years of
pastoral life, cowboys drove the mature animakhéoVail properties at Temecula where they

were shipped by rail to Los Angeles for slaughter.

i After Major Harvey's death at Los Angeles in 18&ded forty-one years, Eleanor married
Edward Martin who was born, 1819, in Ennescorthur@p Wexford, Ireland. Martin settled in
California in 1848. Mr. Martin was a co-foundertiibernia Savings and Loan, later Hibernia
Bank as well as First National Bank. He also haglehestate business and a prosperous
Lacquer wholesale business. He was one of theofireen in Southern California where he had v
vast land holdings. Mr. Martin became one of tlealthiest men on the West Coast. His land
holding alone comprised some 800,000 acres in@ald and Oregon. He died on May 12,
1880 at his home at 2040 Broadway Street San B@mci
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Y 1n the 1850’s a group of German settlers bought land in what is now the City of Anaheim,
and planted vineyards. They were vintners in Germany and wanted to continue that line of work when
they came to California. At that time Los Angeles County was the major grape growing region in
California. As a part of that effort they got a loan from John Downey. That began a relationship between
Downey and the community founder, John Frohling and Charles Kohler, which continued throughout their
lifetime. Frohling and Kohler were successful in their efforts and a small community grew up around
these vineyards. Downey understood that to develop a community certain basic needs needed to be
met. Accordingly, he was involved as a lender and advisor as the community became a village and he
helped them establish a school and later a church etc.

When John G Downey and others established the railroad in the Los Angeles basin, tracks were
laid through this little community linking it with the rest of the basin as well as the port of San Pedro.

Grapes are susceptible to a blight called Pierce’s Disease and it so happened that after the
vineyards were well established the entire vineyards were destroyed by this blight. This spelled potential
disaster for this community. As they had done before, Frohling and Kohler sought out John Downey for
advice.

Downey was well aware of the success that the original Spanish Padres had realized with the
orange groves they planted, and he had had successfully planted oranges himself. He encouraged
Frohling and Kohler to do likewise and plant oranges groves. They took his advice, and he in turn
financed that effort, which turned out to be very successful. Frohling and Kohler who were the founding
fathers of this community, were extremely grateful as their little community, not only survived, but
prospered and expanded, and, they now wanted to give it a permanent nhame. To express their
appreciation to Governor Downey for all he had done to help them get established, they suggested that
he name their community.

Annie Downey (John Downey'’s youngest sister) had been a school teacher in this community
before she got married, and had living there then. He suggested that they combine that fact along with
the German heritage of the community in the name. Hence, they decided to call it Anna’s home, but
translated into German, Anaheim.

Governor Downey wrote about this matter in his autobiographical notes submitted to Hubert
Howe Bancroft in 1888. Those notes are filed in the archives at the Bancroft Library on the campus of
The University of California in Berkeley.

X Organizes#armers and Merchants Bank

The Farmers and Merchants Bank was the first ateatieank in Los Angeles and the Los
Angeles Basin. John D. Downey and Isaias W.Hellfpanded the bank in 1871. Downey
serves as President.

September 1, 1868 Isaias William Hellman founded Hellman, TempfelaCo., Los Angele’s
second bank; John Downey had already founded awd#hkKlames Hayworth.....April 3,

1871- with John G. Downey founded Farmers and MerchBank (lent money to Harrison
Gray Otis to buy the Los Angeles Times, to Henrptihgton to build Pacific Electric line); first
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incorporated bank in Los Angelek956- merged with Security First National Bank (forniad
1929 merger of Security Bank with Los Angeles RAiational Trust and Savings Bank, 8th
largest bank in US); later named Security Pacifatidhal Bank1992- acquired by Bank of
America.

The paragraph below is an excerpt froowers of Gold by Isaias Hellman’s great-great-
grandaughter, Francis Dinklspiel.

Downey was everything that Isaias longed to beaa who traveled through the
old Califorma aristocracy and the new American rhant and capilast class. He
seized opportunities whenever he saw it, takingutated risks for advancement.
Isaias knew Downey would project an image of pragpéor the new bank. Ina
time when banks were still technically illegal, amére almost completely
unregulated, the reputations of the owners oftedentiae difference between
success and failure.

“Governor Downey was the most prominent and hisebrcharacter of the
American regime” William Spaulding wrote in Hiistory of Los Angeles City
and County. He was parental and kindly, and everyone was \argl bf him.
No meeting of public-spirited citizens was completdess Governor Downey
was present and he was generally called to preside.

Whils Isaias’s reputation had been growing therpadhip with Downey elevated it to to ne
heights. The association nunquestionably putihithe top tier of men in Los Angeles..

“* Los Angeles Public Library

On December 5, 1872, a notieappeared in local newspapers announcing a pubktingeto be
held for the purpose of forming a Library Asso@ati One paper, the Star, noted: "The absence
of a place where a cultivated person may go fokbad reference or standard library works has
been spoken of to our injury abroad.” Among the 200 attended the meeting were California
Governor John G. Downey, Judge Ignacio SepulvethCalonel E. M. Stanford. On December
7, the group formed the Los Angeles Library Assiamg which was to become the Los Angeles
Public Library.

Spalding, “no meeting of public-spirited citizenasxcomplete unless Governor Downey was
present and he was generally called to preside.”

CXXi

Los Angeles Library Notes

7 December 1872 over 200 prominent and concernechauets,
lawyers, educators, and ministers gathered ina tbeater to organize
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the library associatioh0 At this meeting Los Angeles pioneer John
Downey offered the use of vacant space in a biglim owned in the
heart of the business district and near the histldza, and the institution
that would evolve into the Los Angeles Public Lityravas born.

The Los Angeles Library Association was unusuahat women did

not play a significant role in its founding. Mr@hh Downey was given an
honorary membership out of “courtesy.”12 Otherwrggywoman was

listed in the association’s founding documents, worwere not represented
on the board, and women were denied access tdbtheyls reading

room. However, this situation quickly changed. Witits first six

months of operation, the board discussed allowiadys” limited membership,
letting them use their male relatives’ memberslaiggs to gain

access to the library’s collections.13 In 1876libeary added a “Ladies
Room” to its complex. Although the new room did nonhtain books, it

did house a number of popular magazines as welb@aortable sofas

and chairs for local clubwomen to use.
http://www.gslis.utexas.edu/~landc/fulltext/LandC_34Hansen.pdf

il Russians. Several ships under Rear Admiral Lisovskii arrieedNew York in September,
1863; in the following month a squadron under Redmiral Popov put into San Francisco
harbor. Both squadrons were ordered home in A[B6A4.

http://www.rumormillnews.com/cqi-bin/archive.cgifmames/read/39508

http://www.dailypaul.com/91787/andrew-jackson-kidikihe-rothchilds-banker-out-of-the-usa

Unannounced, a Russian fleet under Admiral Livisteamed into New York harbor on
September 24, 1863, and anchored there, The RURaafic fleet, under Admiral Popov,
arrived in San Francisco on October 12. Of thissRusact, Gideon Wells said: "They arrived at
the high tide of the Confederacy and the low tifithe North, causing England and France to
hesitate long enough to turn the tide for the NofEmpire of "The City," p. 90).

The Big Bankers in Europe -- the Rothschilds amdt ttohorts -- viewed the wonderful results
borne by this unique experiment from an entireffedent perspective; they looked upon it as a
major threat to their future plans.

The establishment Times of London stated: "If thagchievous financial policy which had its
origin in the North American Republic [i.e. hon€sinstitutionally authorized no debt money]
should become indurated down to a fixture, thebdbaernment will furnish its own money
without cost. It will pay off its debts and be wotlt a debt [to the international bankers]. It will
become prosperous beyond precedent in the histaheaivilized governments of the world.
The brains and wealth of all countries will go tortth America. That government must be
destroyed or it will destroy every monarchy on gitabe."
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@il Chamber of Commerce Los Angeles

The summer of 1873 was marked by the organizati@encorporation designed to advance the
general business interests of Los Angeles anditycifhis was the Chamber of Commerce or,
as it was at first called, the Board of Trade; bad its origin in a meeting held on August 1stin
the old Court House on the site of the presentadiBlock. Ex-Governor John G. Downey was
called to the chair; and J. M. Griffith was mader@tarypro tem Before the next meeting, over
one hundred representative merchants registereddorbership, and on August 9th, a
constitution and by-laws were adopted, a boardesfem Directors elected and an admission fee
of five dollars agreed upon. Two days later, thgaaization was incorporated, with J. G.
Downey, S. Lazard, M. J. Newmark, H. W. HellmanBRBaudry, S. B. Caswell, Dr. J. S. Griffin,
R. M. Widney, C. C. Lips, J. M. Griffith and I. \ilord, as Directors; and these officers chose
Solomon Lazard as the first President and I. Wdlaws the first Secretary. Judge Widney's
office in the Temple Block was the meeting-placee#Chamber united and enthusiastically set
to work to push forward the commercial interestSotithern California; and the first
appropriation by Congress for the survey and imgneent of San Pedro Harbor was effected
mainly through the new society's efforts. Descvippamphlets setting forth the advantages of
our locality were distributed throughout the Easigl steps were taken to build up the trade with
Arizona and the surrounding territory. In this whg Chamber of Commerce labored through
the two or three succeeding years, until bank fedudroughts and other disasters, of which |
shall speak, threw the cold blanket of discourageroeer even so commendable an enterprise
and for the time being its activities ceased.

oV pancho Santa Gertrude

#Modern history of Downeyegins on October 13, 1873, when a 126-acre IbbsfNietos
township was filed at the Los Angeles recorderxefby the Downey Land Association. The
town site was called Downey, after#, CaliforniaiCWar governor John G Downey, president
of the land company.

John Gately Downey, an Irish immigrant who had caemn€alifornia during the Gold Rush, and
succeeded to Governor of California. He helpeddathie economic foundation of Southern
California, effecting a transition from open catiééage to an agricultural district of small farms.
In November 1859, Downey and his former drugst@rener, James McFarland, bought the
17,602 acre Rancho Santa Gertrudes for a mere@50r01873, a 96-acre parcel of the plot
became the central district of a community calledwney City," an area with a favorable
climate, fertile soil and abundant water sources.
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“"In his address to October 1873 address to thgating Convention John Downey séid
suggest that the Commonwealth assert its jurisahictiver every stream in the State, and enact
such equitable laws as will extend their usefulegskeir utmost capacity. The riparian, or
proprietary rights, maintained in England and reoted in many of our States as the law
governing rivers and streams, do not apply to ©atifa.

V| os Angeles Streetcar Line

AN #ORDINANCE amendatory of and supplementary to amnarrtte entitled ‘An ordinance
granting a franchise for street car railroad inditg of Los Angeles to John G. Downey, O. W.
Childs and John M. Baldwin’, approved Septembeh 28874,

http://www.erha.org/railwayhis.htm
Vil Article by John Downy for The Overland Monthly fafune, 1874

If California is not at present, indeed, the fat@drape-growing country of the world, it is
destined, certainly, to attain that rank, and &lslbecome the most extensivdthough there are
several counties that produce large quantitiesayies, and are largely and successfully engaged
in the manufacture of wines, Los Angeles is thesidnd best grape-growing district in the
State. There is not a particle of doubt but thatwime interest of California is beginning to
assume that vast importance which was foreseahlfgrthose who have paid attention to the
subject.

The grape district of Los Angeles is about twentlesifrom the ocean, and extends fifty odd
miles through the low-grounds of a net of vallélise soil is light and deep, middling warm, and
although poor in appearance, rich and strong--aolagbly everlasting. The grape grown in this
district is known to have been brought to this douhy the Franciscan padres, nearly one
hundred years ago, and is called the "Mission,"aas formerly of the Malaga variety. The
Mission grape is round, like a marble, about tlpearters of an inch in diameter, and of a
beautiful black when fully ripe, and full of verwset juice, but little meat, and may be eaten,
skins and all, in preference to any other productio

In the production of grapes, Semi-tropical Califarhas advantages over all other vineyard
countries of the world, and particularly Germamgriee and Spain. There are no storms, no
frosts, no insects to disturb either the vine, &bws, or fruit. From ten to fifteen, eighteen and
twenty thousand pounds of grapes are grown todfres according to the age of the vine, which
is almost three times as much as can be raiseacpein Ohio or Europe. The labor in Europe
and in Ohio is far less simple than in Los Ange&lesnty, but the item is at once
counterbalanced by high rates of labor.

The Los Angeles vineyards are planted with cuttiigigined at the January pruning. These
cuttings are from vines from three to five year, @nd from that portion of the vine that bore
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fruit the year previous. The vines are plantedeset six inches apart each way, giving about a
thousand vines to the acre. In Sonoma, Napa, dredt nobrthern counties, eight feet is the usual
distance. The holes for planting are generally nvaitle a crowbar, 92 95 two inches deep,
leaving two buds upon the vine above the surfddbelground is dry, the cuttings need frequent
irrigation during the first year. The second ydaytneed to be irrigated but once or twice. The
third year the vines begin to bear, averaging ftbrae to six pounds each, but sometimes
yielding from ten to twelve. The sixth year theevis in full growth and full bearing order, but
still improves up to its sixtieth year, when it beggto decay, yet continues to yield until a
hundred (and sometimes many more) years old.

The manufacture of wine and brandy, as the readgrreadily be aware, constitutes one of the
chief features of money-making in Los Angeles cguahd is a high branch of agriculture, as it
is technically considered. The manufacture of vaoeamences about the first of October, or as
soon as the grape shall obtain complete ripendgshwnay be tested by pulling the fruit from
the stem and leaving no juice upon it. The brananesut off, and great care is exercised not to
injure the fruit until it is ready for the pressh&n the bunches are cut from the branch, and the
ripe, sound grapes selected from the unripe aneraines, and passed through a sieve, leaving
the stems and leaves above.

There are, as is well known, two natural colors/itioes--the white and the red. The white wine

is the first and most natural. To make white wihe, pulp is pressed and removed so soon as the
process of washing or pressing has ceased,; if ithe i&/to be red, the pulp is kept standing from
five to ten days, thus permanently communicatinthéojuice the coloring of the skin and meat.

ol hitn:/len.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral_of Saint V4ba

http://mww.usc.edu/libraries/archives/la/historibiana.html

Mr. and Mrs. Downey contributed generously to tbastruction fund to build Saint Vibian's Catholi@@edral
located on South Main Street, Los Angeles. Theathtil is located across the street from where thariy family
home was. Funeral services for both Maria and Imhwiney were celebrated here.

Note: | was able to gain access to the interior of thidding last year and took some photos which apag of this
package.

@ partial Ranchland Holdings- Warner Ranch

Hill (#Warner's Ranch, 143-144, 149, 153), writes, "Byuald&75, the entire rancho, one part

after another, passed into the hands of Louisipiind John G. Downey, and later [April 1880] I
to Downey alone. Hill said that in 1880 Downey pss®ed 10 leagues of land; four from the :
Portilla grant and six from the Warner grant. (Qeegue of land = 4428 acres) 44,280 acres o
total. N
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In 1880, John G. Downey became sole owner of WariRanch. Travelers had been coming to
the hot springs in increasing numbers and in 1B®yney began issuing pamphlets advertising
the spa. The first guest cabins were built in 120@ as the automobile replaced the stagecoach,
visitors multiplied with every passing year.

Hill (Warner's Ranch, 143-144, 149, 153), writ&y about 1875, the entire rancho, one part
after another, passed into the hands of LouisiPgidnd John G. Downey, and later [April 1880]
to Downey alone. Hill said that in 1880 Downey psssed 10 leagues of land; four from the
Portilla grant and six from the Warner grant. SateRt, U. S. Government to Juan Jose Warner,
6 January 1880, Book 2, Page 73, San Diego Coustpider's Office; Portilla's land patent of
four leagues was issued on 10 January 1880, Patedgnuary 1880, Book 2, Page 84, San
Diego County Recorder's Office. San Diego Countgessment Records from 1871 to 1873,
now at the San Diego Historical Society indicatt thowney, Downey & G. A. Hayward, and
Downey & Griffin, possessed portions of the ranch.

% Los Angeles, being isolated from the rest of thenty was very dependent on San
Francisco for almost everything except livesto€@ommerce was conducted between the
cities by schooners that ran intermittently and/avthen there was enough passengers or
cargo to justify the effort. It wasn’t until theming of the railroads intercontinental
railroad in 1876 that this changes. .

THE #GOLDEN SPIKE Engine 25, decorated with national flags, fruitswers and
greenery, left the old Los Angeles River Statio® atm. on the morning of September 5,
1876. A roster of guests on the excursion traidsdike a "Who's Who of Los Angeles"
for everyone of any consequence was on that tepoRs in Los Angeles newspapers
stated that 190 and 250 persons were at the bahglaetater that evening so it is safe to
say that most or all of them were on the train ttgading the Los Angeles contingent
were: Mayor Prudent Beaudry, ex-Governor John Gvitzy, General Phineas Banning,
Don Benito Wilson, Col. Benjamin Peel, |. W. Hellm&x-Sheriff James Burns, Judge
Robert W. Widney and Joseph U. Crawford, enginééreLos Angeles and
Independence Railroad.

Los Angeles was very isolated from the rest ofabentry was dependent on San Francisco for
almost everything except livestock Commerce vaeslacted between the cities by schooners
that ran intermittently and only when there wasugiopassengers or cargo to justify the effort.
It wasn’t until the coming of the railroads intentimental railroad in 1876 that this changes.
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i *The division of the United States into two fedaras of equal force was decided long
before the civil war by the high financial powerkdrope. These bankers were afraid that the
United States, if they remained in one block andresnation, would attain economical and
financial independence, which would upset theiaficial domination over the world.

i Einal Will. John Downey left the bulk of his estate to his Wifaria. The bulk of the
balance being primarily split between his sisté/sifred, Eleanor and Annie and his nephew
John Downey Harvey. However, by the time he hiswas probated all were dead except
Eleanor and her son, John Harvey Downey. Accoldimgs estate went primarily to Eleanor
with her son getting a considerable portion ofdbtate.

it At the time, Downey owned a large amount of laast ®f the Los Angeles River. It was
from this holding that the land necessary for thversity was donated. He sold one third of his
interest in the land to Hellmann, and one thir€tolds. They then made this generous donation
as a group. The portion needed for the campusearated, and the balance was then
subdivided, and sold by and Downey Land Companytlagroceeds used as seed money for
the original college buildings.

Downey Hellman and Childs were unanimous in thpinion that a great university would
attract people to the area and enhance the valilre surrounding land and the businesses
already established there. There prime motivatiasa to attract people to the Los Angeles basin
and expand commerce.

Three businessmen donated seven-and-a-half aate®08riots of
land to found a university in Los Angeles. The siared the
same vision though not the same faith. These lirenaded
benefactors - a German Jew, an Irish Catholic dAbtestant
New Englander - helped launch a university thatdased from the
start that "no student would be denied admissia@abse of race,

XV New Constitution

The new California Constitution adopted in May 187&de radical changes in almost every
department of the Government. It completely chartgedudicial system, and thereby rendered
necessary an alteration of almost all the lawgirgldo civil and criminal procedure. It
revolutionized the working, and to a great extéetgcope of the legislative department, lopping
off special and local legislation, and obliging titgects heretofore obtained by such legislation
to be covered by general law. As a part of thi®havon, it required a new plan of county,
township, and city organization, with the idea |yaof forcing the same general laws upon all
local governments, and partly of investing suclalgovernments with power to legislate for
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themselves. But the main underlying spirit of tleevnnstrument was an attack upon capital
under the specious name of opposition to monopolies

Irish born Eugene Casserly (from Mullingar Co, Wesath Ireland) was also a delegate to this
convention and it was he who insisted on the ingtusf a clause that prohibited the State
Government from taking on excess debt without & wbthe people.

The "Chronicle" was the only San Francisco daift supported the New Constitution, which
was also supported by the Workingmen's Party, aghditter dissensions had arisen. The
"Chronicle" called its ticket the " New Constituti®arty Ticket." Kearney in his speeches
dubbed De Young and his associates "The Honoralis.BThe election took place May 7,
1879. The New Constitution was carried by 10,82¢bntg in a total throughout California of
145,088 votes. It repealed all laws inconsistetti wion January 1, 1880, on which date it may
be said to have gone fully into effect. Howevehast always been called "The Constitution of
1879."

In San Francisco the new Constitution was defelayelb92 votes out of a total of 38,034. It is,
however, only fair to say that the "Chronicle" ahd Workingmen's Party nearly carried it in
San Francisco and did carry it in the State

XV Workingman’s Party

The Workingman'gParty was established in New York City in 1829 urttie leadership of
Robert Dale Owen and Frances Wright . Its progmaciuded demands for the abolition of
imprisonment for debt and for worker's compensalthovs. For a while the party was a factor in
state and local elections. In the late 1830s afignt number of its members joined the Whig
Party. The party was revived in the 1870s by DeKeigrney in California.

CXXXVi

Note: Edward T Martinwas married tEleanor Downey(1828-1928) sister afohn Gately
Downey the seventh Governor of California

Hon. E. T. Martin claims a place among the distinguished IrishmeiisfCoast, from his
success and position. He is a native of Enniscpmthyexford, and the first lessons of
patriotism which he learned were impressed in @énsgive mind under the shadows of the
celebrated "Vinegar Hill," where the Irish revobrists made the last stand, for liberty and
native land, against the hired soldiery of Britavr. Martin's ancestors, both at the father's and
mother's side—the latter of whom were Johnstons-gtibon the side of liberty and national
independence, and young Martin had repeated legsonshis parents concerning the " lost
cause." Seeing no prospect for national indepergjéfaward Martin, before reaching his
majority, emigrated, and his destination was Sgotian Chili."

There he spent five years in commercial businessylfiich he was qualified by the education he
received at home, and in '49 he determined to don@alifornia. Accordingly, he set out on a
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sailing vessel and reached San Francisco afteyagecof six months. Having arrived, he lost no
time in speculative deliberation, but at once wetd mining in Calaveras County, where he
soon accumulated a handsome fortune by his enfigbtendustry. He then made a tour to
Ireland, and visited on his return the principastéan cities, such as New York, Chicago and St.
Louis, and on mature deliberation, concluded tlzat Brancisco was his future home. He has
been engaged in commercial pursuits here since, B8iDnow he stands forth as one of the most
successful Irishmen of the State. We believe hieedargest land-holder of our race in the

United States, owning, as he does, over 600,0@% acrone body in Oregon, and about 200,000
in this State.

Mr. Martin is in the prime of life, being abouttifftwo years of age, and has a large family,
highly educated and instructed under the caresodbcomplished wife Eleanor, a sister of
Governor Downey. Mr. Martin's appearance indicthestrue Irish gentleman, for he has in his
physiognomy that mixture of dignity and wit whicharacterizes the genuine Irishman. He is
one of the original founders of the Hibernia SasiBg@nk corporation, of which, we believe, he
is the secretary, and his reputation for integaitg prudence stands first class in this great city.
His career should be held up to our young countryras well to admire as to imitate, for it
proves what can be done by individual efforts waecompanied by sound principles of
integrity, honor and perseverance. Here we behglttbag man quitting his native home, where
he was carefully reared by his pious parents utidepleasing shadows of the historic hills of
his native country, and undertaking a voyage tofty@osite side of the globe to better his
condition and to raise himself to a position whieé native country denied him. And we find
him, in little over a quarter of a century, enjayian independence and property which, in
ordinary circumstances, it would take ages to aeq#ind all this property and all those riches
have been accumulated by honest industry and preg@enculation before that young man
becomes aged, infirm or debilitated. If such am&xa is not worthy of imitation and creditable
to our race in California or elsewhere we knowwbere to find one.

Such is the gentleman whose name is given at the diethis brief sketch, and of whom, we
have said so little, from the fact that the inmatedesty of his youth still clings to the man and
makes him averse to public notice. We feel thahaae not done this gentleman justice in this
brief sketch, which, though authentic, is far froeing full, from the cause alluded to above,
namely, his aversion to egotism or praise. Butlimak concerning the " Irish Race in
California," to omit E. T. Martin or men of his st@, would be to fall short of what we intended,
and to omit what our readers are supposed to expéctd in the pages of such a work.

We cannot sayex tino disce omnesy that all have had a like success with Martirt;Je can
say, that it wapossiblefor many, if not for all, to have an equal succésthiey had only the
gualifications, judgment and prudence; which evstirtjuished our greatest Irish land-owner,
E. T. Martin.

vl prasident Rutherford B Hayes visited Los Angele©atober 23, 1880.

President Hayes was accompanied by General Willis@herman, and the Sectary of Warr,
Alexander Ramsey. The President was received lyg@or John Gately Downey
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The chief entertainment was a country fair in pesgrat Agriculture Park now known as
Exposition Park. President Hayes (1877-1881) tlaesme to first sitting president to visit
California.

exvit The Gunfight at the O.K. Corral wagyanfightthat took place at about 3:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, October 26, 1881 Tiombstone Cochise CountyArizona Territory, of the

United Statesnd which is generally regarded as the most fargaofight in the history of the
American Old West The gunfight, believed to have lasted only alibuty seconds, was fought
between the outla®owboysBilly Clanton, Tom McLauryand his brotheFrank McLaury;,

and the opposing lawmarirgil Earp and his brotherslorganandWyatt Earp, aided byDoc
Holliday acting as a temporary deputy of Virgil. Cowbdis ClantonandBilly Claiborneran
from the fight, unharmed, but lke's brother Billla@Gton, along with both McLaurys, were
killed. Lawmen Holliday, and Morgan and Virgil Eangere wounded. Only Wyatt Earp came
through the fight unharmed. The fight has comesfesent a time iAmerican historywhen the
frontier was open range for outlaws opposed bydafercement that was spread thin over vast
territories, leaving some areas unprotected.

CXXXIX

THE LATE MRS. JOHN G DOWNEY

From the San Francisco Bulletin, Jan 20

The dreadful accident which occurred on the SoutRercific Railroad at
Tehachapi Summit last night resulted in the deatine of the most estimable
ladies of Southern California, in the person of Mieshn G Downey. Mrs. Downey
was a native Californian, belonging to one of tlest families. She was the only
native California lady who, since the admissiornhaf State into the Union, has
come prominently before the public in relation tbomal life. During the two
years of Gov. Downey’s administration - an admnaigbn which is gratefully
remembered by the people - she presided over theufixe mansion at
Sacramento with rare grace and dignity. She tiegsaine favorably known to the
leading citizens of the State. Since the clos@®f. Downey'’s term of office Mrs.
Downey has lived in quiet retirement at their Lagg&les home, beloved by all
with whom she came in social and friendly contéghe was possessed of rare
charitable disposition, and was an affectionate wihusually strong in her
devotion of her husband, to whom her shocking amidien death is a terrible
blow. A multitude will sympathize with him in hedfliction and mourn with him
over her untimely death.

The New York Times
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Published: February 2, 1883
Copyrigftte New York Times

cxl

Newspapereport of the death of Mrs. Downey
http://theoldentimes.com/cawreck.html
Tehachapi Train Wreck Disaster

Downey's life was saddened bytarrible railroad accident that occurred Januart83. He

and his wife were on a southbound train that hagpstd at Tehachapi Station, near the summit
of the Tehachapi Mountains. The locomotive wasaletd and was taking on water, when
suddenly the train began to move down the slopagdanomentum, and at great speed plunged
into a ravine below. The old-fashioned stoves amnapis set fire to the cars. More than 20 people
died, and others were crushed and burned. Amorsg tiwho lost their lives was Mrs. Downey.
For years Downey suffered from nervous shock. téd di his home in Los Angeles about 10
years later.

During the time period 1883-1886, he suffered fithinealth and spent a lot of his time with his
sisters in San Francisco until he remarried.

Although he traveled around the world afterwards eventually resumed control of his business
activities his life was never the same again.

There is a great irony in the fact that the acdideat was to change his life so completely
occurred in the Tehachapi Mountains. It was thholig efforts that The Big Four (The Big
Four#, Collis Huntington, Leland Stanford, Charles Crercand Mark Hopkins) brought their
Central Pacific Railroad to Southern California that rout.

On January 20, 1883, a Los Angeles-bound trainpsiat the Tehachapi Station at about 3 a.m.
A strong, cold wind was blowing through the snovag$. The engine was detached for purposes
of going ahead for water and the conductor wemt tiné station to make a report. The brakeman,
in his haste to accompany a young lady from tha tathe station, forgot to fix the brakes. The
wind started the stationary cars to move down #e/i grade. When the conductor came out of
the station, the cars were already moving dowrirtdek. By the time any of the passengers had
any idea that something was not right, the carsofdained tremendous velocity and leap the
tracks into a ravine. Heaped into a crushed madmard lamps and stove-fires set the pile of
splinters on fire. Surviving passengers crawledaduihe debris in nightclothes and attempted to
rescue as many as they could. Among the survivassfarmer California Governor John
Downey. No trace was ever found of his wife. Thei@dent claimed the lives of 22 people.
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*QOther reports state that Mrs. Downey’s remainsendentifiable only by the jewelry she was
wearing.

Originally from the Luther A. Ingersoll Historic&lollection.

Summary Photograph of Don~a Madesus Guirado, daughter of Raphael and Vicernaitlks
Guirado. In 1852, Maai Jesus Guirado of Los Nietos married John Gatelyri2y, a native of

Ireland. Mrs. Downey, a prominent member of Spafishifornia Society and Indian-Mission

worker, was killed in a train wreck at Tehachap$m 1882. Her body was never found.

cxli

To fully understand the impact that Maria’s deadld lon John Downey, it is important to keep
certain facts in mind.

1. Maria was deathly afraid of traveling by tranmdgpreferred to travel by boat instead. The
governor had persuaded her to take this parti¢tdar ride against her better judgment.

2. John Downey himself in 1872 had negotiated #ileoad rout through the Tehachapi
Mountains where the accident occurred.

3. He heard her screams for help as she burneebtt,dand was helpless to save her

4, Her remains were initially misidentified and senSan Francisco. When this mistake
was discovered a special train was dispatcheding ber back to Los Angeles.

It's not clear and very probable that her remaiesemnever recovered, and that she was totally
incinerated.

John did not return to Los Angeles for three yéaltewing her death. His nephew John
Downey Harvey managed his affairs in his absemt®was fifty-six year old when this tragedy
occurred.

The remains of all of the Downey’s, Patrick, JoBlganor, Annie, their respective spouses, their
children, and even their grandchildren, are intemeHoly Cross Cemetery, just south of San
Francisco. Noticeable missing is Maria. This factre than anything else suggests that indeed
her remains were never recovered.

i «I lost my wife in the Tehachapi disaster and@had several ribs broken myself and my

constitution shattered from which | never fullyoeered. After that | did not return to Los
Angeles for nearly three years, going around theldvim the mean time.”

On his around the world journey a male servant andedical doctor accompanied John The
doctor, Dr. John Downey McFarland, was the soni®phartner in the first pharmacy in Los
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Angeles, James Porter McFarland. Doctor McFarthed shortly after returning to his home.
He was unmarried.

cxliii

In September of 1885, John embarked on a jourraynarthe world, whiclmayhave included a
visit, to the place of his birth, Castlesampson@p Roscommon, Ireland. There is no mention
anywhere that he visited Ireland but he may havedwm. The Governor was accompanied on
this trip my Doctor John Downey McFarland, the sbhis partner in the first pharmacy in Los
Angeles. Doctor McFarland died shortly after retagnto the USA. He had never married.

Note: | talked to decedents of .James McFarlandtheg have in their family archives

mementos from the John Downy, Dr. John Downey MaR&:. adventure. There is nothing
there to suggest that they went to Ireland. GO”S

IV 3ohn Downey submitted autobiographical informatim#iubert Howe Bancroft in 1888.
Included in this information is a description ofihthe City of Anaheim was named for Annie
Downey. Bancroft further expanded on this suhjettis finished work.

WV |Inscription on the grave marker for Rosa Downey.

ROSA VINCENTCIA
Beloved wife of
J G Downey
Died Dec. 6,1892
Aged 47 Yrs.

Rest in peace

016542-0S-5-12-DHS14

Pagel 2 5




John Gately Downey -Timeline with Endnote

o e

R T WG = e o

cxlvi

The#Inscription from John Gately Downey’s Headstone

SACRET TO THE MEMORY
OF
JOHN G DOWNEY
SEVENTH GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA
BORN JUNE 24 1827
CASTLESAMPSON COUNTY ROSCOMMON IRELAND
DIED LOS ANGELES CALIFORNIA
MARCH 1 1894

John Downey died at his home in Los Angeles aftdight attack of pneumonia. His original
interment was at OldCalvary Cemetery in Los Angeles, but he was reedtat Holy Cross
Cemetery in Colma, California (San Francisco) wtienoriginal burial place was used as a
school site. He now rests next to his sister Aana, her husband, Peter Donahue, sister,
Eleanor and her husband Edward Martin, his onlytenoPatrick, and Eleanor’s children.
Curiously missing are both of his wives.

The bulk of his estate ended up going to his sEkeanor, and her son by her first husband, John
Downey Harvey.
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Eugene Casserly served as a US senator from Guadif@and like the Governor, was born in the
Irish midlands, in the town of Mullingar.

cxlvii

Donahue, Mrs. Annie widow of Peter Donahue, and sister of the lat&ex. John G. Downey,
died Dec. 12, 1896; a native of Castlesampson @dRoscommon of Ireland, aged 60; funeral
from St. Mary's Cathedral. Mrs. D. left a vast estéSee Supplement)

oxviil At the time of her death, Eleanor Downey Martirsvaae of the wealthiest, if not the
wealthiest woman in the State of California. Im lifetime she inherited the estate of her first
husband, Walter Harvey. She would also inheritestate of her second husband Edward
Martin. When her sister Annie Downey Donahue, dildanor was the principle beneficiary.
Her stepsister Winifred Martin left a consideraptation of her estate to Eleanor, as did her
brother John G Downey.

Downey Banning & Hellman,the big three. They drtve development of the region after the
Civil War.

Reputation. Spalding, “no meeting of public-spirited citizenasxcomplete unless Governor
Downey was present and he was generally calledésige.”

JGD was the central figure during the most dynaamid important generation is the history of
California, the generation immediately followingt@ivil war. California, and particularly the

Los Angeles basin developed and grew as much trgdreeration as the east coast had in the
previous three hundred years. Downey was the dyifiorce behind that effort.

The Downey Block, the first major commercial deystent in Los Angeles. Among the first
tenants, the US Treasury, the US Post office-Caritire city. City hall courts-High rise

Today’s City Hall, the Courts, and the Civic Centerluding and high rise office towers and the
Reagan State office building are all built on amabad the Downey Block. By building his
Downey Block where he did John Downey dictatedftitere shape and skyline of the city of
Los Angeles.

Involved in Harbor development -Rail developmenthie basin, Brought intercontinental rail to
LA_ Drives the golden spike at completion of thakiwater-streetcar-development of
communities-banking-oil-ranching Grapes- grapeswgea-drought sheep- board of Trade

Excerpted from Hubert Bancroft's, Chronicles of Buglders of the Commonwealth. One of the
Kings.
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William Spaulding, The history of Los Angeles @itg County. Governor Downey was the
most prominent political and historical charactdrtbe American regime.

The Irish Race in California and on the Pacific Gp&8y Hugh Quigley.
Published 1878.

The Big three, the most important and influentigmin Los Angeles during the most dynamic
and important generation in the history of theestatd the region were Downey Banning
Hellman

Reputation.Spalding, no meeting of public spirited citizenswamplete unless Governor
Downey was present and he was generally calledésigbe..

Subdivided Santa Gertrude- first large landowneatdo.
USC - Agricultural Park example of his foresightlauision 1879
City of Downey 1873

Downey the first of only two Irish born governorsUS history, the other James Michael
Curley. From Oughterard, Co Galway. Gov. of MA€35 to 1937. (Movie, The Last Harrah,
starring Spencer Tracy was based on his last cgmpai

Back to LA.

1862 floods followed by years of drought - cattlsheep
Revered status as first Governor of Calf from SQ/CA
First Bank in Southern California 1886

Farmers and Merchants Bank with Isaias Hellmann
The Big three, Downey Banning Hellman

Reputation.Spalding, no meeting of public spirited citizenswamplete unless Governor
Downey was present and he was generally calledésige.
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Chronicles of the builders of the commonwealth: Vol ume 2

By Hubert Howe Bancroft

CHAPTER IV.
LIFE OF JOHN G. DOWNEY.

Political Campaign Of 1859—Parentage, Ancestry, And Education— Business Apprenticeship—Journey
To California—Early ExperiEnce—at Los Angeles—Real Estate And Building—Mrs Downey —Political
Career—The Parsons Bulkhead Bill—Opinions Of The Press—Approbation Of The Governor's Policy.

"that character is power," it has been well remarked, " is true in a much higher sense than that knowledge

is power." The mere possession of intelligence without the moral worth which should accompany it, of
mind without heart, of ability without the safeguards which should control it, are, indeed, powers of
themselves, though too often powers for evil. Integrity, uprightness, and a strict regard for truth, or, as an
old writer puts it, “that inbred loyalty to virtue which can serve her without a livery," constitute the truest
nobility of character, and he who is the possessor of such qualities, when united with force of will, wields
an influence for good that cannot fail to leave its impress. Such men come not in troops, not many,
perhaps not one in a lifetime, but a single individual, whose moral nature has been fashioned in such a
mould, is worth a myriad of the baser sort.

It is a well-known saying that "a man is already of consequence in the world when it is known that we can
implicitly rely upon him." And more especially is quality valuable in those who control the state or nation.

It was in the midst of exciting scenes, when on the 14th day of January 1860, John G. Downey took his
seat as the governor of California. The most momentous issues of state and nation were at stake. At
home the blood set boiling by one of the most notable campaigns of California's political history had not
yet cooled, while far away was heard the low rumble of coming civil strife. The spirit of chivalry had not
wholly departed. The bowie-knife and revolver were still elements in the formation and maintenance of
opinion. The question of slavery was paramount over all. Political parties and personal feeling were alike
profoundly moved. All felt that a turning point in the destinies of the nation had been reached.

Champions of their respective parties were the United States senators, David C. Broderick,
antiLecompton, or anti-slavery democrat, and William M. Gwin, whose agents managed the pro-slavery
division of the democrats. The gubernatorial election of 1859 had returned Milton S. Latham for governor,
and John G. Downey lieutenant-governor, over the republican candidates Leland Stanford for governor,
and James F. Kennedy for lieutenant-governor. Broderick and Gwin had both come on from Washington
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to take part in the canvass, which became very heated and early threatened bloodshed. A devoted
follower of Gwin, and consequently an enemy of his rival, was David S. Terry, judge of the supreme court.

As the campaign proceeded, and the combatants waxed hotter, a quarrel arose between Terry and
Broderick, leading to a duel, which resulted in the death of the latter. The seat in the United States senate
thus made vacant was filled temporarily by Henry P. Haun; but on the day after Latham's inauguration as
governor of California the legislature in joint convention elected him to Broderick's late position, and he at
once vacated the executive office, thus constituting John G. Downey the seventh governor of the state.

The man thus elevated to the highest office of the state was a native of Ireland, having been born in his
grandfather's house called Castle Sampson, county Roscommon, June 24, 1827. His father's name was
Dennis Downey and his mother's Bridget Gately. Among his ancestors were several, as early as the ninth
and tenth centuries, distinguished as chiefs, bishops, and abbots. Castle Sampson was a story and a half
house, built of cut stone, the material having been taken from an old Norman castle. Dennis Downey was
as fine a looking man as the country could boast, standing five feet eight inches in his stocking-feet, and
being able to jump into the saddle while the horse was in full run. And he was as strong mentally as
physically. The family were all Catholics, and well educated, Governor Downey's grandfather having kept
his children at school until they were twenty-one.

The boy John was brought up to work; indeed, few men in America are found having accomplished
anything in life who did not learn the lessons of application in early life. All kinds of farm work became
familiar to him, haying, ploughing, and raising stock.

After a preliminary education under the eminently practical system maintained in the national schools of
Ireland, John came to America, whither two half-sisters had preceded him, in 1842, and attended a Latin
school in Maryland under the tuition of a Mr Cochran. He walked three miles to school, carrying his
luncheon and books. In his studies his tastes leaned toward the classics rather than toward mathematics.

His sisters desired him to become a priest, in which calling, as | have said, his relatives had been
eminent; but John's inclinations were not in that direction, and he was apprenticed to learn the drug
business in Washington with John F. Callan. Next he went south, and spent a year in a drug and
stationery store at Vicksburg. In 1846 he turned his face westward, pausing for three years at Cincinnati,
where he was full business partner with a kind old Scotchman, John Darling. In 1849 he came on to
California.

All through his earlier life his mind had been filled with visions of broad acres as the only real and proper
foundation for wealth and prosperity ; and although it was the gold excitement which first directed his
attention to the Pacific coast, land rather than metal was uppermost in his mind as the ultimate purpose.
Darling had endeavored to dissuade him from going to California, but Downey felt that in this favored land
he could best achieve his destiny. And it was a rare intelligence that thus early in life led him to rest his
fortunes on the substantial property of land rather than give himself up to glittering allurements of gold.

The journey was made by way of the Isthmus, with a little time spent at New Orleans and Habana. From
Panamd, his steamer on the Pacific side, the West Point, failing to make her connection, he was obliged
to proceed on the old store-ship Sarah to San Francisco, the voyage occupying eighty-seven days.

Downey had just ten dollars in silver, and a gold watch, when he landed in San Francisco. Of course he
must see the mines, if only to take a dose and become sick of them. So he pawned his watch for sixty
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dollars, went to Sacramento, thence to Marysville and Grass Valley, and after a short experience of
working in water up to his knees, and getting little for it, he was satisfied he had enough of it hence
returning to Sacramento, he rolled barrels on the levee for passage-money back to the bay. For two
weeks he clerked for a Jew, after which he obtained employment in the wholesale drug-house of Henry
Johnson & Co. on Dupont street.

With such an experience and such a position most men of that period would have been content; but not
so Downey. Gold mining and its more immediate influences and results might do for those more imbued
than he with the gambling spirit of the Inferno; for him a broad expanse of good land under a beautiful and
beneficent sky was still the dominant idea.

One day he picked up a little paper printed at Los Angeles which gave some account of southern
California. His attention was instantly arrested. He read on, made inquiries, and thought, and read again,
becoming more and more satisfied that here was what he wanted. Among others on whom he called to
ask information was W. D. M. Howard, who knew all about the country.

" What in the world do you want to go there for with your drugs ?" Howard asked. " It is the healthiest
country in the world."

"Well, tell me how many people are now there," Downey replied, "and | will teach them how to take
medicine."

Learning of an invoice of goods shipped to a glutted market from Philadelphia, Downey bought it for
twenty per cent less than original cost, and proceeding to Los Angeles he opened a drug-store. This was
in 1850. The voyage down by schooner had occupied three weeks, and he walked a good portion of the
way from San Pedro to save ten dollars. Such was the entry into Los Angeles of one of its first citizens.

But the country around and beyond, ah! there were the health and beauty satisfying to the heart of the
enterprising young man. It was December, and the world was all abloom—I need not pause here to
describe Los Angeles in December.

Downey at once found a business associate in Dr McFarland of Tennessee, and they made a fine
showing with their $1,800 of stock on the property owned by B. D. Wilson. It was then the only drug store
between San Francisco and San Diego, and people used to come all the way from Sonora for medicines.
At the end of three years Downey had thirty thousand dollars.

He then sold out the drug-store and engaged in cattle and sheep raising. He was now in his element,
besides being on the highway to fortune. We cannot help being struck by the singular foresight,
amounting almost to inspiration, which prompted a young ambitious man to leave the exciting scenes
attending gold-mining up the Sacramento, the speculations of commerce and real estate in San
Francisco, and also a remarkably prosperous business career in Los Angeles, and bury himself in the
country amid his lands and herds. But so it was, although it took some others two or three decades to see
the wisdom of it.

When Downey prophesied that ere long Los Angeles would be a city of 40,000 inhabitants, the centre of
education and refinement for all this wide section, he was laughed at. But he went his way, following the
bent of his rare intelligence. He bought land all around where the city of Downey now is, in the vicinity of
Wilmington and San Pedro, and elsewhere, until in the end his acres numbered 75,000, besides a large
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amount of city property. His Santa Gertrudes rancho, adjoining the Stearns rancho, is renowned for its
beauty and wealth of resource, and for its mineral hot springs. He delivered addresses and wrote articles
tending to advance the well-being of the country. He published a pamphlet on the peculiar advantages
here offered, which was distributed near and far. With mind and heart full of the substantial charms of
climate and soil, he discussed the attractive features of the country in his graphic and cogent style, which
had a marked effect in bringing about the present prosperous state of things. He was always first among
those who took practical and business-like steps toward the accomplishment of this end. He was in favor
of a division of the state, believing that the northern and southern sections had not that identity of
interests that warranted their remaining politically together. He was the first to cut up his land into small
tracts, selling it at ten dollars an acre, and giving the buyer ten years in which to pay for it. This was the
very beginning of the prosperity of the country. The colony at Anaheim was the result of these
enlightened and far-reaching measures, the founders being entertained and encouraged by him, and the
place being named in honor of his sister. The first important building in Los Angeles was the Downey
block, begun in 1869. The site was selected as the assured centre, whichever way the town might grow. It
cost $16,500, and he had ten years in which to pay for it. He erected one part and then another, finishing
it up as the rents came in. He had no architect or contractor, but superintended it all himself, the work
being done by the day. Governor Downey was first married in 1852 at Los Angeles, to Miss Guirado, a
native of Los Angeles county, and daughter of Don Rafael Guirado, who came from Sonora and settled
here in 1835. Mrs. Downey possessed much grace and charm of manner, and sustained the high position
she was called upon to fill at the state capital with courtesy and dignity. She was also distinguished at Los
Angeles for her piety and benevolence; and on the occasion of her sad death, which occurred in an
accident on the Southern Pacific railway, near Tehachapi, January 20, 1883, many eloquent and heartfelt
expressions of sorrow from her wide circle of acquaintances testified to the high place she had occupied
in their esteem. Her wedded life was unblessed with children, and she was especially kind to the orphan.
Governor Downey was on the same train, and suffered in the disaster by having several ribs broken, and
his constitution so shattered that he has never entirely recovered. To his present wife, Rosa V. Kelley, he
was married in the spring of 1888.

Men who, like John G. Downey, while building up themselves are building up the commonwealth, who,
while achieving fortune, are assisting in laying broader and deeper the foundations of the state and
nation, of liberal ideas and free institutions, hardly realize the grandeur of their position, or the proud
possibilities flowing from them and their work. Look along the annals of our country, and see how certain
mstances the character and actions of men have affected the destinies of the people. In the development
of our coast the story is told of a certain miner who, from disappointment and loss of courage under
failure, poisoned his family and" killed himself, his successor in the mine finding a million-dollar deposit
only three feet from where the suicide ceased his labors. Such is failure, and such the corresponding
influence of success.

Entering more fully into the analysis of the personnel and character of Governor Downey, we find a man
five feet six inches in height, of square build, fair complexion, his present white hair being once auburn,
hazel eyes, deep and keen, manner courteous, and with a quick and concise speech. Possessed
naturally of a strong intellect, he has ever thought for himself, and has been guided along the intricate
pathway of his life by honorable aspirations and an enlightened conviction.

Some have a genius for plunging at once into the heart of a proposition, while others, having a less firm
grip upon their faculties, arrive at results step by step through infinite toil, and by the severest mental or
physical effort. Governor Downey's maxim through life has been to follow his first honest impulse; not that
it was deemed infallible, but as something not to be departed from without sufficient reason. When
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differing from others, as he was often called upon to do, he had always a reason satisfying to himself,
though not always feeling obliged to express it. He has ever been held in high esteem by his fellow-
citizens and associates, and is regarded as the father of latter-day development.

His manner is dignified, yet genial and hearty, and he possesses agreeable conversational gifts. He is
unaffected and outspoken in his opinions, has the faculty of making and keeping friends, and is a
generally popular man among the large number of those who know him. He has great reason to be proud
of his record, which may stand forth for all time an honorable one in all respects. As governor he served
the state faithfully, honestly, and with distinguished ability ; regardless of private or partisan ends, he
looked to the good of the whole people, and brought honor upon his state and upon himself. In private life
the governor's career has been one of marked success, and his character irreproachable. It is such men
as Governor John G. Downey to whom California owes the tribute of everlasting gratitude for
disinterested, whole-souled devotion to her best interests, and her consequent preeminence among her
sister states. As a

private citizen his life has been identified with the important interests of California, He is conspicuous
among the pioneers and builders in a new land—men who lay the foundation for civilization, and whose
spirit and handiwork are recognized in the superstructure so long as they live. But it has been the fortune
and honor of Governor Downey to have his name written in letters of gold on the pages of California's
record as the conservator of public weal.

His charities have been constant and munificent, and not confined to sect or creed. " When the university
of southern California was projected," he says, "I donated to them property in Los Angeles which would
probably bring a million dollars at the present time. The catholic bishop sent for me and wanted to know if
| had left the church. I told him no, but that the work these men were doing was just as acceptable in the
sight of God as the. work of our church, and that | had already done a great deal for the Catholics here
and at San Bernardino, giving them land and money."

He was ever interested in the public affairs of state and nation. When a boy at school, by association he
was inclined to be a whig in sentiment, but after he had thoroughly examined the course of the
democratic party, and noted how it fought for the constitution, he forthwith took his stand on that platform,
where he has remained ever since, though often voting an independent ticket. He has filled many offices
of honor and trust besides that of governor, among them the collectorship of the port of San Pedro,
councilman, and member of the assembly. He was one of the organizers of the Farmers and Merchants
bank.

When he took his seat as governor he was but thirty-two years of age. It had been arranged beforehand
that Latham should retire, and that he should be installed governor. He was president of the senate and
lieutenant-governor but for five days. Though young in years when he became chief executive of the
state, his administration was marked by maturity of judgment. A leading editor of the day thus writes: "
Downey won the gratitude of the friends of a free press by pocketing a bill concerning libel, intended to
punish for their outspoken, honest editorials certain papers at the bay that lashed the treasury thieves into
continuous fury. The gratitude of the bay city people toward the Los Angeles apothecary, who played the
part of governor so much better than any of his predecessors had done, was unbounded. There was
nothing they would not have given him, but that his southern proclivities drew him toward the close of his
term upon a rock which in stormy times no craft could graze without serious damage."

Indeed, he but expressed the opinion of the people when on the 8th of January 1862, in yielding the
executive chair to his successor, Leland Stanford, he inscribed in the annals of the state: " Every
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department of the government has been conducted in such a manner as cannot fail to give confidence
and satisfaction to the people. The appropriations made by the legislature have been faithfully disbursed
for the objects for which they were intended, and in strict conformity with the requirements of law."

Surrounding this legislature was a strong lobby, which made its presence felt by all; but the governor, who
had entered upon his duties with a modest depreciation of his abilities, displayed throughout executive
powers of no mean order. While ever vigilant, he was not arbitrary; with broad views and serene temper,
he held the scales of justice with a steady hand.

Concerning a hill introduced by Dr I. S. Titus, proposing to allow certain counties to retain the state's
portion of the foreign miners' license tax, etc., in his veto the governor said : " We have been for years
trying to arrive at a cash paying basis, and now that the object has been accomplished, and the people
gratified with the results, you are about to return by lavish and unheard-of appropriations to our former
state of bankruptcy. | consider this bill unjust, and wanting in good faith to the other counties of the state.
It is time this system of legislation was arrested."

On the 29th of March, 1861, the governor vetoed a bill by Watt, to incorporate the town of Grass Valley,
which provided that the people, by vote, at a formal election, should have power to impose on the
property of the town such rate of taxation as they might desire. The governor declared that " it was never
the intention of the framers of the constitution to give this unlimited* power of taxation to the people; that
power is wisely vested in the legislature, and cannot be transferred without constitutional restrictions. |
regard this bill as clearly unconstitutional.”

In refusing to sign a city toll-road bill the governor, referring to the map, said, "It will be seen that a toll-
gate is attempted to be placed almost in the very heart of the city regardless of any expression of the will
of the property-owners and residents along the route, or of first obtaining the consent of the board of
supervisors. | regard every toll-gate on roads or streets leading to or from San Francisco as
objectionable, not only to the residents of the city, but also to those having business to transact in our
commercial metropolis. The board of supervisors should be empowered to get possession of these roads
and maintain them as public highways. In their present condition they can only be looked upon as public
nuisances."

But the act of all others which crowned his political career with fadeless glory was that which defeated the
vile purposes of a band of schemers having an eye of evil intent on the commercial prosperity of San
Francisco. It was called the Parsons Bulkhead bill, introduced in the legislature in 1860 by Titus,
proposing to grant to the San Francisco Dock and Wharf company', composed of Levi Parsons, John
Crane, H. S. Gates, J. Mora Moss, Abel Guy, John Nightingale, and John B. Felton, the syndicate being
represented in San Francisco by the firm of Pioche, Bayerque & Co., the right to build upon the water line
of 1851 a bulkhead or seawall, with piers, wharves, and docks, with the right to collect tolls, etc., and also
appropriate to themselves any lands, wharves, or franchise rights along the line belonging to the city, and
take possession of any private property on making compensation therefore, thus securing for fifty years
control of the water front of the city of San Francisco from Black point to Mission bay.

In stating his objections the governor said: " After giving this bill the most careful consideration in all its
details, | am led to the irresistible conclusion that its provisions are not only in conflict with the constitution
and the principles of natural justice, but that the measure, as a whole, is calculated to work irreparable
injury to our commerce, internal and external, of which San Francisco is, and must ever remain, the
metropolis. . . . There is no public object contemplated by the present bill but what has been already
provided for by the various enactments referred to; and the franchise which it proposes to confer upon the
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Dock and Wharf company has, by a previous grant, been irrevocably disposed of. The right to construct
the front streets or to build a bulkhead, with the necessary wharves, piers, and docks, with the right and
duty to provide for the repair and regulation of these works, including the right to collect and fix the rates
of wharfage, tolls, and dockage, has heretofore been granted to the city and county of San Francisco,
though not in the same words adopted in this bill, yet in terms not less comprehensive and effectual.
Assured by such legislation, the city has heretofore constructed wharves for the accommodation of
commerce, under various contracts, which, in several cases, were defectively executed, have been
confirmed by special legislative acts. The wharves have been leased out for terms of years, which, in
most cases, will expire in 1862. The rents of some of them are placed under the control of the
commissioners of the funded debt of 1851, and are sacredly pledged for the payment of the city
indebtedness. | do not intend to intimate an opinion that under existing legislation the city and county of
San Francisco is invested with the exclusive right to build wharves and collect wharfage except outside of
the water front; nor but that under the present, or any constitutional legislation on the subject, the entire
water front of San Francisco would be as free to those engaged in trade as the seashore, or any public
highway m the state, subject only to such regulations as the city or state in the exercise of the necessary
powers of government independent of any right of property may think proper to impose, for the benefit of
trade or the maintenance of public order. It would doubtless be the true policy of the state to maintain that
freedom to the fullest extent to which it now exists. In the adoption and maintenance of this policy, the
disposition and interest of San Francisco, as well as the state at large, would be in perfect harmony. This
bill then attempts to divest and impair the rights of property growing out of previous acts of the legislature,
which are to be regarded as contracts. The bill also empowers the Dock and Wharf company to take and
appropriate private property, not for any such public use as contemplated by the constitutional provisions
on the subject, but to facilitate a private enterprise, and augment the profits of its stockholders. | regard
the bill, therefore, as plainly repugnant to section 10, article 1, of the federal constitution, and to section
16, article 1, of the constitution of this state. The state, on the ground of the highest policy, as well as of
natural justice, should regard its faith in whatever form given, and the rights of private property, as
inviolable. The habitual disregard of the one or the other would destroy industry, and arrest all useful
progress. Property, legitimately acquired, is the product and reward of labor. If it be not secure, men will
not work for it, and universal indolence and crime will succeed. Besides the unconstitutionality of the
measure under consideration, | deem it my imperative duty to withhold the executive sanction for other
reasons not less cogent. On any ordinary grounds of state policy | should defer to the opinions of a
majority of the two houses of the legislature ; but when a proposed measure is calculated, as | believe
this is, to bring upon the state great and irreparable injury, | conceive it my duty to assume the
responsibility, and arrest it. Monopolies are odious; they are especially repugnant to the genius of our
government, and to the habits and opinions of our people. They are to be tolerated only in cases of great
necessity, a condition which does not exist with respect to the objectppsed by this bill. The value of the
franchise which it grants, and which has been sowgh great avidity for nearly five years, has besstimated at
several millions of dollars, and it has been reabbncalculated that the net receipts of the exgstvharves at the
expiration of the present leases, say in 1862,amilbunt to half a million of dollars annually. Aliis is donated to
the Dock and Wharf company. With the income arisiogn the profits granted, without any additionapital, the
company might probably build the contemplated wpdssthe city or state might do, if those fundseatained. In
the latter case the work would be public propeatd the income would go into the public treasumyreiturn for
these large and perpetually increasing revenuest édes the state receive ? Five per cent of thesgmount
realized by the Dock and Wharf company to be pldaoatie credit of the state school fund. In efféeé, company
refunds, for school purposes, a very small portibthe donation. It receives from the state $10@, gives back $5
out of the amount received. It would afford someféo those who bear the burdens of the governrimeget back
even that small portion of what the state partati without consideration; but this five per cenhécessarily made
an additional tax upon commerce, and in case #te st city should repurchase, or the works reeseyy dollar
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thus received into the school fund would have todpaid to the Dock and Wharf company with interése Dock
and Wharf company once invested with the franchimkbrevenues granted by this act, if it should bexa law,
would in a short time, by means of its vast cagital exclusive privileges, be able to control, reat extent, the
commerce, as well as the legislation and policthefcity and state. It would, by degrees, monopadizery
important branch of trade. It might use its poveecantrol the market, producing an inflation or degsion as its
interests might dictate. Thousands of laborerssioly depending upon the company or its poliey fo
employment, might at any time, to secure its puespbe deprived of their only means of subsistefiee.power
and influence of this company would also, in tipecure a removal of all restrictions, and the trigfrepurchase
or reversion contained in this bill would be compised and surrendered. The franchise would thegebgetual in
terms, as under this bill it is now in effect. Neegter injury could be inflicted upon the statentb@expose her
commerce to the domination of such an establishn$art Francisco herself would suffer less by ihttee
producers and consumers of other parts of the pgumho would be dependent on her market. The mgde
imposed would fall chiefly upon them, but all alikave a common interest in the establishment andtemance of
free trade."

All over the state the public journals rang witk tiraises of Governor Downey. One says : "Califohas reason to
be proud of the man now filling the executive ch@irough all the conflict of public opinion, thrgli the heat and
beyond the influence of sectional political orgatians, through the spirit of partisan feeling, against the
moneyed power and pressure at the capital fordlsegge of fraudulent schemes of legislation, hestoasl bold
and firm, like a skilful mariner guiding the helmtbe ship of state. His record will be a movingyeo in the hearts
of the people, and a monument to the man who havery occasion rebuked the importunities of prditi
tricksters and self-constituted party leaders,whd dared to do right in the honest discharge ®fitiole duty."

Another remarks on his message: "It is a cleactima document. His style is such as to elicieaicke for cool
discussion, not angry debate." And thus a publitybtWhereas John G. Downey, governor of the sthte
California, by his firm and fearless conduct ofiity displayed during the last session of the lagjise of the state,
in opposition to the acts of that body detrimetdahe rights and interests of our city, has mdrites approbation
and gratitude of the people of San Francisco; thexgesolved that we, the board of supervisothefity and
county of San Francisco, hereby tender our sineedefervent thanks to his Excellency, and thaptiesident of the
board of supervisors be requested to transmitrtoshcopy of this resolution.”

Privately the governor remarked upon the subjéavi'Parsons came to see me about the Bulkhegdahdl | gave
him to understand at once that he need not tatket@bout it; and | put him down. ' It takes a masame ability," |
said to him ' to distinguish himself in the senaigt, any man with the right heart in the right gl@aan make a good
governor.' And | further told him that | thoughivas the right man in the right place. Said Parsdrem a man who
will go round the world once for a friend, and twifor an enemy. Said I, ' as my time is precioos, lyad better
start on your journey for the enemy, for | proptisput down that bill."™

Turn, finally, to the pages of contemporaneousohystand see how the public measures of Governarigg are
recorded there. "Latham, having achieved the olgjebts ambition, resigned the reins of state gor@mt to John
G. Downey, lieutenant governor, a man without paaithistory or experience, but not destined tavithout a
popularity, especially in San Francisco, quite newhief executives in California. The legislatgfeped its labors
mainly with the view of securing all the patrongmessible for the democratic party, that it mightvgjth reasonable
expectations into the presidential election ofdbming fall. It passed bills for the inspectionbefef and pork, and
multiplied licenses, not so much for revenue puegpsr because those staples needed inspectibacasse
favorites and men skilled in the tactics of primagyventions wanted paying places. It crownedritsalcome
labors with an act authorizing substantially thetevharf companies of San Francisco to build avedlaor
bulkhead, along the city front, and to take tolbéifthat passed it into the city for fifty yeassdome; meanwhile
mocking the state with the tender of the reserigut to buy the work on completion at cost andgencent yearly
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interest. It was a barefaced imposition of a he¢axyon commerce for the benefit of speculatorschvifian
Francisco resented with profound indignation.

"Now it had been claimed that Latham was pledgednsg the scheme, and that, knowing he could nobdseed to
favor it, he was sent to the senate by the bulkbesathfluence, to get him out of the way. If seytitalculated
without their true host. Governor Downey lackedengnce, but not resolution, and when the enrdditdvent to
him for the executive sanction he vetoed it.

" The bulkheaders were boiling with wrath; San Erseo went into ecstacies. The citizens demandasitafrom
the little governor of Irish birth and iron backlerand when he reluctantly consented, they methitine
Sacramento boat with a torchlight procession thatreed every precedent in that line. They escoritadd his
temporary residence with music, and banners, aadrshthrough streets illuminated with bonfirestiso
pyrotechnics, and transparencies, exhibiting mettdevelcome, and with rockets, roman candles,tanchphal
arches over the route."

nation, of course, over shadows his other accammients, but they are worthy of mention. Thoseuhe] as
Governor, Downey stated in his January 7, 186leSththe State address to the legislature: “comeraeat of our
State Capitol, the State Reform School, at Mariesvihe Deaf, Dumb, and Blind Asylum, at San Fracaj the
increased donations to the Orphan Asylums and athiects of charity, the Boundry Survey, the GemabSurvey
and the increased appropriation for the Insaneuhsyl

In addition to establishing the State Library, Deymnwvorked closely with the federal government, \mtiad
donated seventy-two land grants in Californiahia éstablishment of “Common Schools” (i.e. pubtieo®ls) and a
“University.” In sharp contrast to today’s propotegenf the ‘voucher system’ which would eliminateyan
meaningful public education, Downey told the Staggislature that:

“It may be safely affirmed that a general systemadhiication, whereby the children of the poor as agthe rich
are afforded access to the portals of scienceitardture, is the most necessary of all the sugpgorthe edifice of
civil liberty. To say nothing of the philanthropy the work of training the minds of the childrentb& State to the
principles of virtue and the refining influencesimtellectual culture, it has ever been conceded épublican
institutions depend for their existence entirelpmphe virtue and intelligence of the people.”[25]

Downey also played an important role in promotedlafricultural development of California. He sugpdrthe
state’s agricultural societies and took measurentmurage the cultivation of cotton, which hasomee a major
product in the state, as well as, flax and corn
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TERN T # TS

’ 5"‘53"" re BNCRIST  COVERNOR JOHN G. DOWNEY

| was born in Roscommon County, Ireland, on the 24th of June 1827, My fathar's
name was Dennis Downey, and my (grand? ) father was Jack Downey, known 28
"Homest Fack'. My mother's name was Bridget Gateley. I wesnt to school from
my grandfather's house to an ordinary country school before the establislment

af the national scheel system. The people of that section were farmers and

atock raisers, as were my relations, although some of them ware in business

in various parts of Ireland, They were always woll to do until late years when
they became broken down. Father was aa fine a looking man as thare was in the
county. He stood five feet eight inches high in his stocking feet, and [ can re-
collect sesing him jump into the saddle op & horse an full jump. The Gateleys
were of rather delicate congtitution. Father was a strong man mantally as well
as physically. They were sducated people, and grandfather kept hia children at
school until they were 21 years old, They were all Catholics, except the John-
pons on my Mother's side, The Downeys have always been Catholics. 1 waas
born in my grandfather's house known as Castle Sampaon. The material of which
the housa was built was taken from an old Norman castle, and the barn was

also made from the seame, The material was cut gtone, and it was a story and

a half house., As a boy I did every kind of work on the farm, in the hay feld

and plowing. That was a good thing for me. It always made me satiafied wherever
I went with what | got to eat. Porridge and rnilk wans good enough for me, 1
came to Amarica.in 1842 and went to Charles County Maryland where [ attended
a Latin schoal umder John Cochran. | went to school there one year, It had
been the idea of my sisters that I shounld become 2 priest but the idea did not

guit me. My experience in boyhood largely aided me ip after life. The grest
men of thia eountry today with but a few exceptiona are all self-made,

In my stadies at school § always lked the Claswics best, and did not take very
well to mathematics. My ambition then was 'broad acres” and stock. Adter leav-
ing school [ began to learn the druggist business on the corner of 2nd and E
girsets in Washington, D.C. opposite the general postoffice. After I got dis-
gusted with Waghington and saw no chance there to get ahead 1 went South and
gpent a year at Vicksburg, being in business there with €. 0. Woodburn, carry-
ing on a drug and stationery business. From there | went to Cincinnati and waas

in business there three years on the cornny of bth and Fremont streets, with

John Darling, an old Scotchman who was very kind to me and made me & foll
pariner.

In 1844 when the gold excitermnent broke out, 1 told him I would nevar be worth
anything there and was hound to go west, He told me it was the biggoat bubble

the world had known and weuld soon burst but I had confidence in it and was
determined to go to California. I felt thure was something better for me out Weat,
I made the vnynéu via the Igthmus, spending some iittle tfimé in New Orleans and
Havana, enroute. Arriving at Panama the steamer West Point did nol come and
we feared she had besn wrecked, and the American Consul there, Mr, Caldwell
fitted up an old store ship called the Sarah, and we embarked on that, two of my
fellow passengsrs being Judge Porter and Major Soloman, after wards U.S. Mar-
ghall in San Francisco. It took us 87 days to get to San Francisco.

San Frencisco was then a town of tents, There were some fow adobe houses on
the Plaza, and on Merchani's street were a couple of frame buildings. I think a
men named Johnsom, a gambler, had s brick house on the corner of Washington
gtreet and the Plaza. [ wenl on to Sacramento, and from there went to Marysville
into the Grass Valley mining district, A whori experience mining, in water up

to my knsea, and [ told my friends [ hud enough of mining.
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When I arrived in California I bad just ten dollars in eilver and a gold watch.
I had pawmed the watch for sixty dollars, which 1 used in getting to the mines
and back again. After reaching Sacramento from the minea [ rolled barrels along
the wharf for a time =nd made & little raise, and them went to San Franciscao,

I clerked a couple of weeks for an Isrealite, and then clerked a time for Henry
Johnson & Company on Du Pont street. I picked up a little paper one day published
in Los Angeles, giving some account of Southern California, and it took my

eye and 1 came down here in 1850. The trip on a schooner occupled three weeks,
and after landing at San Pedro | walked up to town to save ten dollars. Los
Angeles was the most pock marked city you ever saw. There were only two two
gtory buildings, one where the temple block now stande, two story adobes with a
corridor in front, and the other was in Migger Alley, owned by the Sanchez family.
They wers not good buildings but they had the ambition to be two storied. There
ware not six rooms in the town that had board floors. But the country was lovely.
The month was December and the flowers wers in bloom, and the appearance of
the whole country was moat beautiful, I made up my mind to stay here. [-wen:
right into the drug busineas with Dr. McFarland of Tennesses, on property owned
by B.D. Wilson, We had a well selected stock, in which we had about 51800,

but we made a big showing with it. We kept up the business for three years and

I had thirty thougand dollare. We had the only drug store between Sanh Francisco
and San Diego and they frequently sent up from Lower California and Sonora for
drugs. [ then weant into the --c-s=-n-- [aomething mise Ing) and published a small
pamphlet on the peculiar advantages which were offered here, and we distributed
these everywhere, putting them on board of every steamer and railroad train

we could reach in the east. It was printed in an attractive form and attracted much
attention here. 1 was the very [irst to begin cutting up my land into small tracts,
and 1 gave ten years time for it to be paid for, selling it at ten dollars an acre.
That was the very beginning of the prosperity of thia country. The city of Downey
is named after me; I owned pretty much all the land arcund there. Anaheim was
named in honor or my sister. Messrs Frohling and Kohler who atarted the
colony were at my hovse = great deal and we entertained them handsomely and
that i= the way that came about., I started the Downey Block in 186%, which was
the first important building here. It is just the same now as it was then. I picked
that location because I saw it was sure to be the center of the town no matter
which way it grow. 1t cosat 510,000, and I had ten years to pay it In. I would put
on one end and then the other and then from time to thme finish it up as the renta
enme in, ! oversaw the whole thing and never had an architect or a contractor
about it, but had all the work done by the day.

A% poon &8s Warner's Rancho was offered for sale [ began buying every piece of
land 1 could get hold of. [ got the Warner Rancho containing 46, 000 acres, with
Hot Sulphur Springs on it. Then 1 began to atock it, first in company with Hancock
Johnson and later on by mysell. [ suppose [ now own sixty or seventy-five thou-
gand acrea of land«n varioua tracts, but I have no ambition toown it. 1 shall

it out so that it will benefit the country.

My first vote for Preasident was for Fraonklin Plerce. 1 have always been a
Dernccrat in politics, though very often independent in my voting. [ was first
eloctod to the town council here, and next an a supervisor. [ was then olected

tt the As sembly and next in 1860 as Lisutenant Governor with Latham, and
presided over the Senats while Latham was fixing his plans to go to the next Senate,
and then I took my pesition 23 governor of the state, but it was 2ll onderstood
between Latham and myself before hand., This was in 1880 ten years after I

came to the state, at which time [ was 32 years old, 1 felt this way: That a man's
flrut honest impulie is always the best ann he has, | found that 1 | wap dissuaded
from following out that Grat honest impulee | lost by it, and so [ carried that idea
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into everything [ did, although | may have made some mistakes. If things came up
that did not guit me I fought them.

Levi Parsons came Lo s¢e me about the bulkhead bill, and | gave him to under-
stand at once that he needn't talk any to me about it, end I put it down. San
Francisco ig to-day getting the fruit of that work. 1 told Parsons that it took a
trisn of extraordinary ability to distinguish himself in the Senate, but any man with
the right heatt in the right place would make a good Governor. And [ further told
hirs that 1 thought [ was the right man in the right place,

Parsons told me he was a8 man who would go round the world once for a friend

and twice for an enemy. I told him that as my time waa precious he had better
start oo the voyage for the enemy, for 1 proposed to put down the bill. They would
have wrecked the whole state if [ had not been there. [ have of late years avuided
politica as much as possible. 1 was once elected Troawurer of this county but

did not take the alfice. I applied to cartaln friends of mine, aa 1 supposed, to

go &5 my bondsmen, and they refused, ao I turned ths office over. During the
war I iold the secessionists that it wes their duty to protect the Union, and I saw
that they didso, I offered te tske the fields with my volunteers, but the San
Francisco men said it would not do, that ! must stay at the hebm, After my terin
expired I went into the banking business bare in Los Angeles. James A. Hayward
put his son 1o here, but he was dlagipated and I had 1o spend him home to his father,
The banking business paid well indirectly, as there wis no other bank and there
was hardly a good thing in the lower country where they wanted money that they
didn't come te us. The Hrm was James A, Hayward k Company for two years,
and afterwards I went in with Mr. L W, Hellman and organized the Farmer's &
Merchant's Bank,

| loat my wile in the Tehachepi disaster and also had several ribs broken mynael!
and my cenatitution shattered {rom which 1 have never fully recovered. Alfter
that [ did not return to Los Angeles for nearly three vears, going round the world
in the mean timne. When the University of Southern Californiz was projected I
donated to thern property in Log Angeles that would probably bring a million
dollars at the present titne, The Catholic Bishop aent for me and wanted to know
1 1 had left the church. ! told him no but that the work these men were doing was
just as acceptable in the sight of God wa the work of our church, and I had already
done a great deal for the Catholies, all around here and at San Bernardine, glving
them land and money.

1 was first married in 1852 to Rafael Guarado, & very popular lady, beloved by
every one, She was plain and simple, a natural woman. She could entertain with
a# much ease and dignity as any woman in America. 1 was married to my preaent
wile, Rosa V. Kelley, in the apring of 1888, Have never had any children,

Personal description: 1s 5 ff. & inches high; aguare build; complexion fair;

originzl eslor of hair Auburn; at present white., Eyes are deep and keen; hazel
in color. Manner of address quick, concise and to the point. Very forceiul.

Autobiographical data submitted to Hubort BHowe Bancroft ca. 1888,

=
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Excerpt from,The Irish Race in California and on the Pacific Gpa8y Hugh Quigley.
Published 1878, by A Roman and Company.

Governor John G. Downey'scareer as a statesman has been the most suceesstuilliant

that ever adorned the annals of California. Thenesy of all parties, of whatever race or
political complexion, is, almost without an exceptj that Governor Downey was the most
prudent, independent and talented man that evdrthelreins of supreme power in this state.
We shall presently adduce the evidence of diffenetitesses testifying to John G. Downey's
public and private virtues, in order to put it @fitany man's power to insinuate that flattery has
had anything to do with the well-merited encomiumsch the simple truth compels us to
pronounce on his popular administration of the goweent of this great State. It is Governor
Downey's fortune to stand at the head of all ashtAmerican statesmen of the present day, and
in history, without a doubt, his name will stanci®® that of General Jackson, by reason of his
unswerving firmness, his disinterestedness, hegintly, and the general appropriateness and
popularity of his public acts and messages. Hecalied to supreme power in a critical time of
the commonwealth, and by his firmness and prudaaantributed materially, not only to the
prosperity of the State, but most probably to tigation and integrity of the Republic.

It is a strange but not unusual occurrence in tsi@ty of our race that, in eventful times, when
dangers threaten or difficulties stand in the wiagre and then scions from that " old stock " are
called to supreme authority to make sure that Republic should suffer no injury,"Ne quid
detriment Eejjublica capiaiThen the real heroes are called forth by populareydike Hercules,
to subdue monsters and conquer tyrants, like Jadksating back the. red-coats at New Orleans
or rebuking lurking secession in the South, or Deywetoing the infamous legislation of a
bribed legislature at the bidding of a bloated ocoagtion. Irishmen are always ready to stand in
the breach when dangers threaten. They claimefbitemost posts in danger and they got them.
23Before giving a brief biographical sketch of statesman-Governor we give quotations from
several journals of different political views, tieasv in what high estimation his gubernatorial
acts were held by the people of California.

Gov. Downey.—" In looking over the vast political sea that hasraed and raged around the
interests of our State since its organization,ama of those who guided her helm stasd$re-
eminently before the peops possessing all the virtues and requirementskifltul pilot, as

he whose name heads this article; for under hisraloend management, the noble ship of state
has touched more closely the haven of peace arspenity than ever before. Coming into the
position he occupies under circumstances of a f@auture, he has fulfilled the duties of his
high office with such Jacksonian ability; has proviee reputation accorded to him by his
personal friends for inflexible honesty and intggrihas shown his deep and abiding interest in
all matters connected with the State, and in hidipglocuments, on matters of policy and
otherwise, such purity of thought and languagemtegled with a moral expression so
impressive, as to win for himself the admiratia@gpect and esteem of his fellow citizens. All
admit his popularity and excellence, and expres$#iief that no political party can present a
name in connection with the next election for Goweerthat will raise such a shout of approval
throughout California, as that of John G. DowneySp#it of the Times oRov. 17th, 1860.
Nothing that the most enthusiastic admirer of tlow&nor could write or say in his praise could
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exceed the foregoing testimony of an impartial ew@pendent journal in his favor. In reference
to the Governor's political message of January 186d the sound views of policy which it
recommended, the expression of the press is imamegarding the principles and measures it
proposed for legislative action. TEwening Bulletirof Jan. 18th said: We publish in another
page the message of Gov. Downey. The style is templiag and plain, while there are many
sound common-sense recommendations compressed fewnwords. It is, however, that
portion of the Governor's address which treats efl€ral relations, which we think the best
feature of, his document. His remarks in that catine are patriotic, sound, and truly
Californian. We hope the Legislature will be gowsarby his counsels, for he undoubtedly
speaks the minds of the peopl&tils, coming from no friendly source, speaks feelit

The Sacramentdnion of same date, says :

" The Governor's message is a good state papere@ov Downey speaks like a patriot and a
lover of his country, and his whole country. In guslgment, the Governor is eminently sound in
his expressed views."

"Taken altogether, the Governor's annual messagecieditable production."—

Marysville Appeal.

The Weaverville, Trinity Journal, saitiCalifornia has reason to be proud of the man rfdling

the executive chair. Through all the conflict obpa opinion, through the heat and beyond the
influence of sectional political organizations, dhuigh the spirit of partisan feeling, and against
the moneyed power and pressure at the capitathipassage of fraudulent schemes of
legislation, he has stood bold and firm like alékilmariner guiding the helm of the ship of
state. His record will be a moving power in the tieaf the people, and a monument to the man
who has on every occasion rebuked the importuratigmlitical tricksters and self-constituted
party leaders, and who dared to do right in the éstrdischarge of his whole duty."

" The daily StocktorA rgm,said :" The Governor's annual message to the Legislagieeclear,
practical document. It comes direct to the gispulblic affairs. His style is such as to elicit a
desire for cool discussion—not angry debate."

The testimony of the editors of the press regasdbéparty politics, is entirely unanimous in
esteeming Gov. Downey as the best executive tleatmresided over this State of California. He
was truly a man of the people, and the right mathéright place ; and had he been influenced
by ambition, or coveted political eminence, therao office in the gift of the citizens that he
might not have successfully aspired to.

But it was not on account of his elegantly writteassages, overflowing with sound common
sense and lucid with practical suggestions andiclgdrases, that the Governor became
popular; it was because of lisnesty, integritandindependencthat he became the idol of the
people of California. His having so frequently i#d to put his official signature to acts of hasty
or vicious legislation, is what elevated him in #stimation of all men to the level of the greatest
statesman of ancient or modern times.

Two disgraceful measures had passed both Houdke bkgislature through bribery of a
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majority of their members. The " Horace Smith CrenfVenue Bill " and the " Bulkhead Bill."
Both these bills were vetoed by Gov. Downey, wliene went with the current of a corrupt
popular Assembly, he could have put millions ini® furse.

The Governor, with a sternness truly Catonian,sediuall the overtures of corruption, and
imprinted the indelible stigma of hi®toon the enactments of a bribed Legislature. OnetSmit
had murdered a young man named Newell, and, knothisigthe citizens were justly incensed
against him, he sought a change of venue, or wighbd tried elsewhere than in San Francisco,
where he was known. The bill favoring this crimlsalesign passed the Legislature but was
vetoed by the Governor, though it afterwards becartasv by a two-thirds vote of the members.
The following are the expressions of the presgiarence to the Governor's action :

"As respects Governor Downey, there is no langwegean command which will convey our
exalted estimate of this good and great man's attaraTo have withstood the political
supplications addressed to him touching this bissnt have opposed, with his honest voice, a
whole lobby and Senate House, full of his politic&nds, from honest convictions and impulses
of simple justice, ranks him with the noblest lategs of antiquity and (he most disinterested
and purest of modem times. All honor to the pespitector and defender. All honor to the
man that would see the laws equally administerdtiéaich and the poor, the high and the

low."

TheAlta said:"By this act Governor Downey shows that in the ltisge of his duties he is
influenced by no considerations but those of tHaipgood. The conduct of Governor Downey
in this and in many other cases affords a strikdngtrast to the weakness and wrong-doing of
many of his predecessors."

Another paper, th&ribune,said :" The Governor has done himself immortal honor isybob |
stand against an effort to override law and riggmid his action will be sustained by the press
and the people everywhere."

TheMorning Callsaid: "Yesterday Governor Downey performed an act of gnaeetoing the

bill ordering a change of venue in the case of Her&mith, but the measure passed the Senate
over the Governor's veto. We shall have it, thernthe records of California, that, in this

boasted land of equality, republicanism and unigkdemocracy, there are classes of men more
highly favored than are any of the so-called pagid classes of absolute Russia or less
absolute Britain. It will be on record that our lamvaking power will make one law for the poor
and another for the rich. Hereafter it may be seivd as a fact that the poor man, without
friends, who may be accused of crime, is to béedswith all the rigors of the law, while the rich
man, with friends at cowt, s will be afforded evpogsible facility to clear himself of the charges
against him. The indignation we feel at such outsaggainst justice and equality almost impels
us to adopt the conviction that secession and tbegss of dissolving a state of government
under which such abuses can be openly practiced@acated has not commenced a moment
too soon. Certain it is that political corruptiorab attained a terrific magnitude, and, if not
everything Irish, are valuable as the concessidreancenemy in regard to the 2323course and
conduct the Legislature proved untrue or lukewanmeigard to our best interests, the Governor
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came to our aid and saved us from plunder and apoh. It was eminently fit and proper that
our Board of Supervisors should take the methqalubficly thanking him—which they did on
Monday night. The following are the resolutions:

()///w’fd/) %/ 7 (‘/ J{r{ﬂ/zf/ y(f[’Pfllflf (/ the W;ﬂfl’ (/ (F)ﬂ///C/f/H({, 6/ V2 //’m and, / carless
condud, 4 /(/(//// r//f/)/rj /(’{/ duri ng the last late ses5ion (/ the - //)/(1////((/ (/ the Qjﬂ/& 7z (//)(u//m//
lo acls C// that é@(//y detrimental lo the /ffyﬁfo’ and interests c/ our 0/{(/, las merited the ﬂ/é/é/’(féa/mn
ﬂ/ﬂ(/( y//a/i//m/ﬁ (/ the /ﬁ(}é/ﬁ (/ &/{m f%//m}jw f/mm/% re be it
%ﬂ///// «%/ we, the @(i(/l(/ (/ @;/)ﬂ/f(//b’(' ” (// the ((?j///y and ((Z/(/////y (/ %m/ c/"j
ﬁw’féy lender our Sincere ﬂ/ll(//(é//(/ﬂllf thants le /s %:mf//engy, and that the @%a’/(/eﬂ/ 6/[ the

L rancisce,

3 Ny
DBoard (/// @/ beredsors be /f(,)y/m)’/(%(/ le transmd le fiim a ((/)/ (/// thés resolution.'
- 17 -

No such tribute as that conveyed in this resolutias ever before paid by this city and county,
or any other county in the State, to the executead of the Government.”

The next and the last testimony we shall introdagaroof of the universal popularity of our

fortunate Governor, is the following document, gidiby the principal men of business of San
Francisco, most of whom had nothing whatever tavib party politics. Here we have the

signatures of Irish and native Americans, Germansnchmen, Spaniards, English, and

Scotchmen. Men, also, of all religious creeds; ldeis;, Christians, Catholics, Protestants, as

well as of men of no creed, and all coming forthumtarily with their voice and vote in favor of

the integrity and heroic fortitude of the young @mor who was scarcely out of his boyhood,

like the shepherd prince of ecclesiastical histangn he dared to encounter, and to conquor the
monstrous giants of corruption which obstructedgbaceful paths of legislation. The following

is the document we refer to:

" To His Excellency, J. Q. Downey, Governor of Catifa :

Sir—The undersigned members of the 'AntiBulkheadmitiee' of this city, desire, on behalf of
themselves and other citizens, to tender you thest respectful and sincere acknowledgements

for the great service you have rendered to theei@tate, and especially for the people of San
Francisco, by your veto of the Senate bill No. Mf7ich authorized the 'Dock and Wharf Co.' to
erect a wall around our city. In common with theple of the whole State, we recognize in this

act of your Excellency the proof of an inflexibktetmination to tread in the path of duty

regardless alike of persuasions, temptations, aadanes; and when we reflect upon the

audacity and power of that organization which haglgd, if not controlled the legislation of our
State, and realize that you have put a stop tmas career, we are involuntarily reminded of

that honest impulse and stern will which made Awdiackson the idol of the party to which he
belonged, and embalmed his memory in the heattegieople of the whole Union.

But very few of us have any more pecuniary intaretite defeat of this enormous unparalelled <
scheme than is common to all the citizens of Qailiép who are proud of the State they have

helped to build, and are resolved to live on hal @od expect to sleep on her bosom. Yet the —
danger this measure threatened, not only to comendmat to the liberties of the people, and to &
the public virtue ; the principles it involved sabosersive of our institutions ; the gloomy shadow £
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which its gigantic dimensious flung far into théuie, all aroused our fears and conspired to
enlist us among its opponents.

Some of us are proud to claim our descent fronsémee 'Green lItle of the Ocean' that gave
your Excellency birth, and our hearts warm anevh® memories of that storied land, while we
reflect, in this free home of our adoption, thatekivans have chosen for Governor a brother
Irishman. We crave indulgence if our language @spersonal.

Our joy and gladness are welling up from bosoms #éina stirred to their inmost depths by that
deliverance from great peril which we owe to toryofficial action.

We wish you could have seen our city, over whietsttadow of this giant monopoly has for
months been creeping like the chill and torpor edith, when your hand lifted the threatening
cloud, and joy and sunshine lighted up every fBeisiness was suspended, cares forgotten, men
went about congratulating their neighbors, frierasbraced and even strangers shook hands.
We venture to say that never was a whole commonatg jubilant. The booming of cannon
from many points, the waving of flags, and the thgeof applauding crowds of men, evinced
the gladness that beat in the popular heart. Andmhight came on, in the silence of many a
chamber where full hearts were pouring out they, jopon you and yours were invoked the
choicest blessings of Providence which overrulethaigs for good.

That you may long occupy the place you have honoygaur sterling integrity is the prayer of
your sincere and attached friends,

Fred'k McCrellish, secretary; B. Davidson, John 8jfared’k Billings, Abbot Dibble, Maynard,
Wm. F. Babcock, Win. B. Johnston, Geo. H. Howaohl&Sage, Jacob Deeth, N. G. Partridge,
Wm. J. Shaw, Delos Lake, G. K. Fitch, John S.,Bfli€. Highton, J. B. Thomas, J. A. Banks,
H. De La Montanya, C. J. Dempster, John Shirly,r@tius D. O'Sullivan, John F. O'Connor,
Myles D. Sweeny, James H. Cutter, Eugene Crowih H. Bosworth, Jos. S. Paxton, Thomas
H. Selby, A. S. Gould, T. W. Macondray, R. E. Biews. R. Robinson (of Coleman & Co.), J.
C. Beideman, and several others

Having transcribed the foregoing at random fromi@op eulogistic notices of the Governor and
his official acts during his term in office, in @dto avoid the suspicion of having given an
exaggerated account of his merits, we now hastenriolude our imperfect sketch by giving a
brief account of him and his ancestors in the past.

John G. Downey was born in Castlesampson, in thentgyaf Roscommon, Ireland, on the 24th
of June, 1826. Castlesampson was the inheritarccb@me of the Downeys during many
centuries. Their estates were confiscated undenigéish penal laws, for the Downeys
remained faithful to the old creed, but, thoughrtisrited, they were not dishonored, and the
representatives of the family retained their infloe among the people.

The Downeys, called, according to different stylesrthography, " o Dubhnaigh™” or " ui

Dubhnaigh," were distinguished and known to fameaaty as the ninth and tenth centuries.
Some were chiefs, others bishops and abbots, arelokiginally from the north, belonging to
the "Kinel Eogan." There was one a celebrated Bisttop of Cashel in the eleventh century.

The Governor's maternal ancestors were the Gajeléyswere of Norman descent, and were
distinguished in Ireland for their high positiondamany virtues. The Gateleys were
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distinguished as clergymen, lawyers and* engineard,loved the land of their nativity with an
ardor equaling that of the original Irish. Theseevagain connected by marriage with the
Johnstons, a name distinguished for the high stgraid wealth of many of its members. The
Governor, we- find,therefore, was no " novus honhaVing a combined stream of Celtic and
Norman blood coursing in his veins.

John G. Downey came to the United States in 18diaglthen ten» years of age. Though he
passed through the course of studies given indhiemal schools of Ireland, where he acquired a
fair knowledge of the sciences and the English gramyet judging rightly of the advantages of
a classical education, he devoted two terms tstiny of Latin in Maryland. Soon after he
entered as an apprentice to learn the drug busimedgashington, under John P. Callan. His
next location was Cincinnati, where, on accourttisfknowledge as a pharmaceutist, he readily
got admitted as a partner with one Darling. Hisifiesss in Cincinnati was prosperous, and he
might have become wealthy in persevering in itspity but the California popular movement,

in 1849, was too strong for him to resist, andtaeted to the land of golden promise. He
reached San Francisco early in 1850, where hecat @mgaged as bookkeeper for Henry
Johnston & Co., of Dupont street.

In December 1850, he went to Los Angeles whereetiked permanently, and having been
elected to the office of County Treasurer, he declithe honor on account of the fact that his
own private affairs demanded all his care and attenNotwithstanding his disinclination to
politics, he was repeatedly elected City Counalod Supervisor. In the year 1855 he was put
forward as the champion of liberty and right, agathe fierce opposition of Know-Nothingism
and proscriptive secret organizations, and wagezldary a handsome majority.

Before this time Gov. Downey had no desire for s and was rather inclined to enjoy the "
otium cum dignitate” of quiet life, of study andilplsophy. But when he saw the dangers that
threatened the State and civilization from a caasgiof the most unprincipled members of the
lowest and worst element of society, held togeliyanorrid oaths and prepared for confiscation,
rapine and blood, he flung himself into the freemks of opposition to the treasonable Order of
Know-Nothings, and instead of the office seeking,has heretofore, he now sought office as the
only standpoint from which a successful oppositionld be made against the reckless aims of
KnowNothingism. He stripped himself of all privatares when he heard the call of the
constitution for aid and defenders, and he neveatsied the sword of truthful debate until he
found himself

seated in the supreme chair of state, and frone thetboldly rebuked and finally discouraged
and blighted, by the exercise of a just but stettharity, all efforts of secret treason to obstruct
the wheels of constitutional government.

He became Governor in 1859, and his official act$)s, messages, instructions and
proclamations form, as indicated by the extractsmgiabove, one of the most pleasing chapters
in the history of the State.

Gov. Downey married, in 1852, Miss Guirado, a Sgiatady of rare accomplishments, and he
was only thirty-four years of age when he heldreias of supreme power in the State.
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Governor Downey is to-day comparatively a young naenty fifty-one years of age, and, with
his experience, ability and popularity, might rezsay expect and aspire to higher political
honors than those already enjoyed by him. But,igadischarged well the duties of his office as
Governor, and being of a studious and philosopliigal of mind, he has followed in the
footsteps of some of the greatest statesmen aasysluch as Cincinnatus, Washington and
Jackson, by retiring to his ranch to enjoy the p&ddife of a farmer, and entertain his friends at
his hospitable board. Having served well his couhé retired from the political arena, before
corruption became an epidemic, with his robes fi€®funstained by the slightest speck of
official fraud or dishonesty. And this is no smgllbry in these degenerate days.

Before concluding this imperfect sketch of Goverbomwney we must not omit to allude to the
the style and composition of all his official wnigs, whether messages or proclamations. His
annual message for the year .1861 is a model efpaoglish. In its well-rounded periods there
are no superfluous words, but the style flows ke & transparent rivulet over a bright and
pebbly bottom, making its music and its force ckaal agreeable to the most superficial
observer. There is no bombast, or cant phrasébuocombe” speeches, but sound views and
statesmanlike suggestions are uttered in languiagjtio brevity and sententious Celtic
eloquence.

Some of the papers, to make people believe thgtvkes sound critics and judges of
perspicuity of language, criticised the Governarsings as " plain,” when the fact was that

they themselves, in their journalistic compositicstsow a lamentable lack of all the constituents
of elegant or even grammatical writing.

Governor Downey, whether he wrote a message, pemfi@anksgiving proclamation or hurled

a veto, like a thunderbolt, at a corrupt ring, memgce forgot that he was a gentlemen, a scholar,
a Christian and an Irishman.

" The Portlandlimesrepublishes Governor Downey's excellent Thanksgiproclamation as a
literary selection. It is got up (written ?) in gbtaste and breathes a spirit of devotion and
patriotism seldom equaled in a similar documentMaryaville Appeal.

In fine, if any man could be happy in looking bawkhis political career as a statesman that man
is Governor John G. Downey.

Article from The Downey Patriot Newspaper DecembeP011
Bronze Bust Honoring John Gately Downey Unveiled@aughmaconnell

After approximately ten years of planning, orgamigzifundraising and working hand in hand
with local, as well as with County authorities, freughmaconnell Heritage Group finally saw
their hard work rewarded, when on Octobef1fhe American Ambassador to Ireland, the
honorable Daniel Rooney, unveiled a bronze bugbbh Gately Downey, the seventh governor
of California, in the tiny village of Taughmaconh&h South County Roscommon, Ireland. The
village of Taughmaconnell is adjacent to the toand of Castlesampson, where Governor
Downey was born and raised.
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The effort to erect this memorial was led by Mrchial Moore, chairman of the local Heritage
Group. Together, with the assistance of this deeicgroup, Mr. Moore worked tirelessly to
plan, commission and erect this bronze likenessoimunction with this effort, the Heritage
Group also published an informative booklet datgiland outlining many of the highlights of
the Governor’s career in politics and businessyelkas his civic and philanthropic
contributions.

Among the many congratulatory letters received &oknthis occasion was one from the current
Governor of California, Governor Arnold Schwarzegerg Governor Schwarzenegger and
Governor Downey share a very special and uniquendisn; they are the only foreign-born
Governors of the Golden State.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors matkedccasion by issuing a special
proclamation, which detailed John Downey’s conttitms to the Los Angeles County, the City
of Los Angeles, the State of California, and, tlaidh. The City of Downey also issued a
proclamation in recognition of the occasion. Ontelehat was particularly appreciated was
written by the president and CEO of the Downey étistl Society, Mr. John Vincent.

Even the predictably rainy Irish weather cooperaséed the unveiling took place under clear
skies. A large crowd assembled to witness the emathiistened attentively to the many
speeches given by the local politicians and otfmgted dignitaries. Following the unveiling, the
assembled throng retired to the local parish digre food and refreshments were served and a
good time was had by all

John Downey Harvey (1860-1947)
John Downey Harveywas the first born child to Eleanor Downey and \&alarvey,.

He was a nephew of John Gately Downey, the sev@atiernor of California, and Annie Downey Donahudevef
Peter Donahue of San Francisco.

Date of birth: 1860.

Eleanor Downey, born Septembdt 8828, in the town land of Castelesampson, Taughmell Parish, South
County Roscommon Ireland.

Eleanor Downey taught school in Southern Califob®éore she married Major Walter Harvey, from Gémrgn San Gabriel
Mission, in Los Angeles County in 1858.

Eleanor and Walter had two children, John Downewvkla(1860-1947) and Mary (1862-1867).

Walter Harvey died in Los Angeles in 1861, befoieedaughter, Mary was born, leaving Eleanor a youitpw.

Although John Downey Harvey was born in Los Angeleg he grew up in San Francisco when his mottaeried
Edward Martin On May 13". 1869.
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with seven children prior to marrying Eleanor Dowrarvey.

Eleanor and Edward were married at San Gabrielibtiss Los Angeles county ddlartin On May 13". 1869. The witnesses
were John G Downey and Catherine Den.

Eleanor and Edward Martin, had three sons, Andfev@-1899), Peter (1871-1915), and Walter (1878719
John Downey Harvey became a lawyer.

He married Sophia Cutter, (1863-1943) the daugift&B Cutter.

John and Sophia had two daughters.

Their daughters were Mrs. Oscar Cooper late of Mevk, and, Mrs. Wade Barron.

Each in turn had a daughter, Jane Cooper and &&gatnron.

Jane Cooper and Sophie Barron are John Downey Hamyendchildren.

Jane Cooper (1808-1971) married John Millen (19976)

John Downey Harvey died in San Francisco in 194%vele 87 years old.

His wife Sophie died in 1943, at the age of 80 gear

Note:
There are two other people interred in the Downepdhue family plot in Colma California.
Anita Cooper Harvey (1884-1980), and Natalie Mechlgrg. (1880- 1931)

Eleanor Downey Martin (1828-1928)

Born September'81828, in Castlesampson town-land,
Taughmaconnell parish, (pronounced, top-ma-connell)
South County Roscommon

Ireland.

Closest town: Athlone. (four miles east)

Father: Dennis Downey.

Mother: Bridget Gately.

Bridget Gately had been widowed before marryingrideowney. She was previously married to a manethJohn Martin with whom she
had two daughters, Mary and Winifred Martin.

Eleanor was approximately seventeen years old wieegreat Irish famine (1845/1852) began.

Her brother John Gately Downey, one year older tleanor, the seventh Governor of California, camémerica in 1842. John came to
California in 1849, and eventually settled in Lasggles, California, in December 1850.

Eleanor came to America in 1851, when she was a8yald, along with her mother Bridget, older besttPatrick, and younger sister, Annie.
They originally settled in Bryantown, Charles Cquviaryland, where their two step-sisters, Winifeaed Mary Martin, lived. Her step- sister
had a school'St. Mary's Institute', an Academy for Young Ladies. While there, Eleanor studied to be a school teacher

Eleanor, along with her brother Patrick,(1820-18&7) her sister Annie, (1837-1896) joined theittheo John, (1827-1894) in California, on
May 22, 1856. She was 28 years old.

In 1860, her brother, John Gately Downey (1827-)&&tame the seventh governor of California.
Eleanor taught school in Los Angeles before sheiethMajor Walter Harvey, from Georgia, in 185Bleanor and Walter had two children,

John Downey Harvey (1860-1947) and Mary (1862-1867)
Walter Harvey, who was born in 1820, died in 1861.
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On May 13%". 1869, she married Irish- born businessman EdWandin. Mr. Martin was from Enniscorty, County Wexd, Ireland, and arrived
in San Francisco in 1849. Edward Martin was a wiglowith seven children. They were married at Sabri&l Mission in Los Angeles. The
witnesses were John G Downey and Catherine Deretfiegthey had three sons, Andrew (1870-1899¢rR#871-1915), and Walter (1874-
1957).

Her husband, Edward Martin, preceded her in deatilay 12", 1880. His estate was one of the largest evdrgped in California at the time.
He then owned 600.000, acres in Oregon and 200i0@nxlifornia, around where today’s cities of Wieit, Riverside, and Santa Ana are, as
well as at the oil fields around Sterns Rancho.

Eleanor Martin was known as the “Czarina” of Saanfeisco High Society, and presided over the pegéetred to as The Gilded age of high
society”, for 59 years. Her home was know as the “forteésespectability“. Three presidents, William Hawd aft, Teddy Roosevelt and
William McKinley, were among the many notable ggdsther palatial home at 2040 Broadway Street.

Nothing in Eleanor’s background growing up in Casaimpson prepared her for this role in life. Hether, John Gately Downey, was involved
in politics in Los Angeles by the time she arriviecCalifornia. John had married Maria Jesus Guiiadt852. John was twenty five years old at
the time, and Maria just fifteen, the same ageohs'd youngest sister, Annie. Consequently, Eleacted as hostess for her brother at both
social and political events for some time. This Wwasintroduction into the world of politics andyhisociety, a world where she would thrive
years later in San Francisco, after she marriedadiMartin. By the time she reached middle ageatitie had inherited three enormous
fortunes, her husbands estate, most of Annie Dowresyate, and the bulk of her brother John's est&he managed her considerable assets
from her late husband’s office on Montgomery Strg#tl late in her life.

Three of her Eleanor’s five children preceded hetéath.

Eleanor Downey Martin, born 1828, died in San Fisow California ion July 8, 1928. She may well have been the wealthiest waman
California at the time of her death.

All of the Downey’s and Donahue’s gave generouslgharities of every denomination during theirtlifees. The Catholic diocese of San
Francisco, and Archbishop Reardon in particulareweajor beneficiary in their final wills.

The American Camellia Society named a camellidnéar'Eleanor Martin Supreme'

Annie Downey Donahue. (1837- 1896)
Born 1837, Castlesampson town-land,

Taughmaconnell parish, (pronounced, top-ma-dnne
South County Roscommon

Ireland.

Closest town: Athlone. (four miles east)

Father: Dennis Downey.

Mother: Bridget Gately.

Bridget Gately had been widowed before marryingrdeDowney. She was previously marred to a manedainhn Martin
with whom she had two daughters. Mary and Winifv&attin.

Annie Downey was born in the same year that haefatied. (1837)
She was approximately eight years old when thet drish famine began, 1845/1852.

Her brother, John Gately Downey, the seventh GareshCalifornia, came to America in 1842. Johmeao California in
1849, and settled in Los Angeles, California in &aber, 1850.

Annie came to America with her mother Bridget Dowriger older brother Patrick, and sister Eleanod,851.

They originally settled in Bryantown, Charles CoyiMlaryland, where her two step-sisters, Winifred &ary Martin, lived,

and where they had a schooRgary's Institute’, an Academy for Young Ladies. Annie was 14 years old when she came to
America.

She, along with her eldest brother Patrick, andsister Eleanor, joined their brother John, in foatiia, in 1856, when she was
19 years old. She studied at the Convent of Ndémme in San Jose, before going back to the Los ldegeea where she taught
school.

In 1860, her brother John Gately Downey (1827-1&®&tame the seventh Governor of California.

Annie was married to Peter Donahue (1822-1885)%im Gabriel Mission on August'61864, by bishop Amat.
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The witnesses were Thomas Nugent Cassneau and Maria Guirado de Downey. Peters first wife, Miarye Maguire, whom
he married in 1852, died in childbirth. Peter andriviJane had four children, two of whom survivemhhiames Marvin (April
30, 1859- 1890 ) and Mary Ellen. In 1888, Mary Elearried John Henry von Schroeder, becoming Baoken Schroeder.

Baroness Mary Ellen Donohue von Schroeder died ecebber 1925, at her home on the Baltic. Sea

1925. James Marvin married the daughter of Juddkevdi T. Wallace,(1828-1909) Chief Justice of thepBme Court of
California. Annie and Peter had no children ofrtioen. They lived in their mansion in “Happy Ve, at 454 Bryant Street,
San Francisco, most of their married lives.

Her husband preceded her in death on November835,. 1Peter’s will provided for both of his childre

Annie died in her home at 2112 Pacific Ave., SaanEisco, California, on December 12, 1896.

Annie’s considerable estate went primarily to hieleosister Eleanor Downey Martin. and Eleanor'stfborn from her marriage
to Walter Harvey, John Downey Harvey.

Annie Street in San Francisco, was hamed for ABuieney Donahue.
The city of Anaheim, was also hamed for her.

A pair of life sized bronze busts of Peter and Andbwney Donahue, executed by Rupert Schmidt i, 188n be found at the
Marin History Museum,1125 B Street, San Rafaeljf@alia (415) 454-8538 __http://www.marinhistorgd They were
previously displayed in the lobby of the headquarté Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) on Markete8tr San Francisco, for
many years. Peter Donahue, and his brother JameshDe, were the founders of PG&E. These busts darated to the Marin
Historical Museum, on May 4th 1976, by Mr. Paul ®elzer from Fremont CA.

Incidentally, Rupert Schmidt also did the bronkefliess of Governor Downey that's mounted on higegtane in Holy Cross
Cemetery, Colma, California, around the same time.

NOTE; In her final will, Annie left busts to heregt-daughter, Baroness Von Schroeder.

Excerpt from Annie Donahue’s will -189@aroness Von Schroeder mentioned by the testadrea stepdaughter, is to have
the family busts and pictures”.

Crocker & Co. description of Annie Downey Donahwaedi, June 30, 1888:

“A lady of intelligence and education, who apprésia]Donahue’s] manly worth, and whose practicaldysense aided his own
judgment in affairs of intricacy and importanceheStill resides in the old mansion (on Bryant &rethat was their home
through many years of an especially happy marriage”

All of the Downey’s and Donahue’s gave generouslgharities of every denomination during theirtlifees. The Catholic
diocese of San Francisco, and Archbishop Reardeariticular, were major beneficiary in their finvaills.

The City of Downey Honors Its Founder
Bronze Bust of John Gately Downey Unveiled

December 7, 2010 DOWNEY CALIFORNIA: Precisely, tve one hundred and sixtieth
anniversary of his arrival in Los Angeles, the GifyDowney unveiled a bronze bust honoring
their city’s founder, John Gately Downey. John Dewmas born and raised in Castlesampson,
in the parish of Taughmaconnell, just west of AtldoThe likeness of Governor Downey, that
was unveiled, matches exactly the bust dedicatbdran Taughmaconnell just seven weeks
prior. The unveiling in Downey was timed to coireidith the swearing in of the new Mayor of
the city and the new City Council. The fact thas tthate also marked the anniversary of his
arrival was an unintended but greatly appreciatédctdence. So impressive a man was John
Downey that the naming of this city in the heart.o§ Angeles County for him would not have
ranked near the top of his impressive list of agoiishments. However, but for the fact that the
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city was named for him, he would undoubtedly hadetl away completely in the fog of history.
Former Mayor and current councilman, Mario Guen@ed in his remarks that the impetus to
honor Governor Downey here was initially inspirgdaoconversation that he had with Gene
O’Sullivan, a representative from the Taughmacdrsetitage Group, here in California, telling
him about their plans to honor John Downey withr@ke bust in his birthplace. Deeply
interested in the history of Downey, Mayor Guemariediately set about presenting his idea to
do something similar to the City Council for theamsideration. Mayor Guerra’s
recommendation was met with unanimous approval, amédNovember 24, 2009, the city-
appointed Art in Public Places Committee recommaeriblat the next art project in the City of
Downey should be a statue dedicated to GovernormegwCommunity Services Director, Thad
Phillips, was then asked to recommend a consudgatializing in public art who would provide
a cost estimate and recommend qualified artistemapete for the job. This ultimately led to
Mark Rode, the sculpture who created the Bronzéfoushe Taughmaconnell group, being
commissioned to cast a similar bronze for the Gitpowney.

Recalling his first impressions upon his arrivaLws Angeles County in December of 1850,
John Downey wrote, “Los Angeles was the most poakked town your ever saw. But the
country was lovely The month was December andltveefs were in bloom, and the appearance
of the whole county was beautiful. | made up myahtim stay here” Fittingly, the unveiling took
place under crystal clear blue skies, with tempeeain the low eighties, and flowers were
blooming everywhere, just as John Downey had dasdnit himself one hundred and sixty years
earlier.

The unveiling ceremony began with a bagpiper pagrselection of Irish airs. That was
followed by the invocation given by Rev. Msgr. Dd@’Leary, who hails from County Cork. A
flag salute was then conducted by Mr. John Vingergsident of the Downey Historical Society.
The Honorary Consul General of Ireland in Los AegeMr. Finbar Hill, followed with some
remarks and recounted many of the remarkable aeiments realized by John Downey during
his lifetime. Mr. Hill, a County Cork native, alsoentioned the financial difficulties that were
being experienced by both Ireland and Californithatpresent moment in time. He noted,
optimistically, that he was confident that botHdred and California would both emerge from
this difficult period and regain footing in the mdature. Following additional comments by
current Mayor Anne Bayer, Mayor Pro Tem, Luis MaguCouncilmen David Gafin and Roger
Brossmer, the ceremonial unveiling took place.

The bust was placed prominently outside the mairaroe to City Hall and in a location where
everyone who enters through the main entrancecatie in contact with it. A plaque installed
below Governor Downey’s image reads as follows:

Seventh Governor of California and the first ofeign birth. Born June 34 1827 in County
Roscommon, Ireland. Immigrated to the United State$842. Settled in Los Angeles in the
early 1850's where he was active in business, landl state government. Governor (1860-62)
during commencement of the Civil War and prese@atifornia in the Union. His banking and
railroad influence helped build the economic fouraaof Southern California. A founder of the
University of Southern California. City of Downewmed in his honor in 1873. Died March 1,
1894.

From booklet published by the Taughmaconnell Hget&roup
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The sheer magnitude of John Gately Downey’s achiewts and accomplishments in a comparatively
short lifetime are difficult to fully absorb androprehend when viewed in the context of today’s diorl
Dead at the early age of sixty-six, John was onesof select group of visionary leaders whose gnerg
and foresight combined with enormous ambition, agarand talent, forged and developed the then
fledgling state of California into an economic gralitical powerhouse.

His achievements are all the more remarkable winenconsiders that his productive life effectively
came to an end after the untimely and tragic defltis wife Maria, in January of 1883. In just tiir
three short years after his arrival in Los Angdiem San Francisco, he conquered the world of lessin
and politics and left an indelible mark that enduaeross the entire length and breadth of the sfate
California to the present day. Yet, for some reaberremains virtually unknown in the land of hitho
Having grown up here in South County Roscommon ifjisavasn’t until | had left Ireland and settled
in California that I first heard of John Downey.

The life story of John Downey and his remarkabdtess Eleanor and Annie is not ancient historyry a
measure. To give you an idea of just how recerdfahis is, consider that John’s sister Eleanast pne
year his junior, died in 1928. There are people ethe parish of Taughmaconnell, today, who were
alive and well when Eleanor was still reigning okégh society in San Francisco. That's how recéint a
of this is.

Despite having achieved enormous success in this fog politics and business, John always remained
true to his upbringing in Castlesampson. He nex&rhis love of the land, and in his lifetime he
accumulated some two hundred thousand acres. istglrsheep and cattle and planted vineyards and
orange groves, and was a prime mover in estabfjsbalifornia as a leading producer of both crops.

Eleanor’s husband, Edward Martin from County Wedfavas a hugely successful businessman in his
own right, Like John Downey’ bill Edward Matrtirtsa loved the land. At the time of his death, Ed
Martin left a huge estate including land holdingslin excess of six hundred thousand acres.

Annie’s husband, Peter Donahue, was equally impes¥&nown to this day aBhe Father of California
Industry, Peter Donahue built railroads as well as theaesl and steam engines that ran on them. They
built ships in his own shipyards and produced ngréquipment that worked the California goldfields
and the great Comstock Lode in Nevada. Peteost enduring achievement however, was the
founding and establishment of Pacific Gas and Ete€ompany, (PG&E) which is still one of the
world’s great utility companies, providing gas aidctricity for much of California.

In their lifetime, the Downey’s from Castlesampsmtame one of the most powerful and influential
families in the history of the great state of Galifia. Their influence is still felt to some degrveryday
by most of its nearly 36 million residents. Thatis amazing legacy for a family from Castlesampson,
the parish of Taughmaconnell, in South County Rosoon.

Notes:
Kept California in the union

Went against his own party to do this despite #ue that it cost him his political career
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As the ex-governor and the first governor fromgbath he amassed considerable prestige and
influence. As founder of the first bank he wasiianique position in both the business and
political landscape. He had tremendous influemzkhas council and guidance was sought by
all. All roads led to his bank and he was awaralloflevelopments and opportunities as they
came to the surface. He in effect became the inttel wheel of progress in Los Angeles and
the entire Los Angeles basin as a very criticaktimthe areas settlement and development.. He
understood the benefits of partnering with peogie Wwad unique talents and ambitions.

There is All of his accomplishments were duringn@etwhen his homeland was under extreme
stress. The famine occurred after he had lefti€&esnhpson and the aftermath of that
cataclysmic event lingered on until it was replabgdhe struggle for independence.
Unfortunately, John Downey was lost in the fog istdry as a result. Therefore it is
particularly gratifying to see that he is beingalig recognized in the place of his birth by the
community where he first saw the light of day.

The city of Downey is named for him

The city of Anaheim is named for his sister

Annie Street in San Francisco named for Annie DoniDenahue
Downey High School

Downey Avenue

Downey Street

Mount Downey

WebRoots.org

Nonprofit Library for Genealogy & History-Relatece&earch

A Free Resource Covering the United States and $uemational Areas
Library - U.S. History - States - California

See Page 33

http://www.webroots.org/library/usahist/ca/roarstdrl

The author felt highly flattered at not only beirermitted to breathe the same air, tread the

same soil, but to actually live in the same towd tmmeet, pass and repass, on terms of absolute
equality, such distinguished men as those refaaet@ihe privilege was certainly a great one, and
the author, as aforesaid, was prone to feel anckaigpe it to its fullest extent. Many other

parties who had killed their half- dozen were pethout, but, save and except one, | think <
"Crooked Nose" and "Bob" were the most entitledhintion. The exception above noted was a LN
native Californian, named Ricardo Urives, who, iarmer and appearance, was the most perfect
specimen of a desperado | ever beheld. Ricardal@ahd more shooting and stabbing than the

Page
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average bull or grizzly bear. | remember that oe lmvely Sabbath afternoon, Ricardo got into a
fight at the upper end of the Calle de los Negaos, was beset with a crowd fully intent on
securing his scalp. He was attacked in front, asaron each flank; he was shot, stabbed and
stoned; his clothes were literally cut from his Yo8till he fought his way, revolver in one hand,
bowie knife in the other, all the way past the Glaronel corner to Aliso and Los Angeles

Page 32

streets, where his horse was hitched. He quietlynteal, bare-headed, bleeding from at least a
score of wounds. The crowd had fallen back intondweow street, where lay some half-dozen
bleeding victims to bear witness to the certairitR@ardo's aim. The writer had witnessed the
sanguinary and desperate affair from the up-stairandah of Captain Bell's residence, on the
corner of Los Angeles and Aliso streets; and setiagthere were a multitude against one, felt
greatly excited in favor of the one, and it waswatsecret prayer of thanks that | saw the heroic
fellow, who was so cut and carved that his own moWwould have failed to recognize him,
emerge from the crowded street, come to bay awe tiis pursuers back. What then was my
surprise to see him deliberately ride back to thegpwhence he had so miraculously escaped.
It seemed that he had fired the last shot fronhbaayvy Colt, for when he charged through the
street he used his revolver as a war-club, andesedtand drove his enemies like sheep. He then
rode off into what is now called Sonora and gotvwaginds bandaged up. It afterwards transpired
that he had been shot three times in the bodystafbed all over. He then put in a full hour
riding up and down Main street in front of the Bellnion, daring any gringo officer to arrest
him. None being bold enough to make the attemptgtntle Ricardo took his quiet departure
for the "Rancho de los Coyotes," then the propafrtyis sister.

Ricardo was brave, an army of one hundred thousthis likes would be invincible. But
Ricardo's courage was that of the lion or the tiged like those barons of the brute creation,
when brought face to face with moral as well assptal courage, the animal bravery of the
desperado would quail.

One day a quiet young gentlemamvas passing through Nigger Alley, and found DoraRio

on the war path. He was tormenting, berating anialg everyone who came in his way, and
was particular in his abuse of a young Mexican, a&emed to be a stranger, and to be greatly
frightened. The young gentleman stopped for a monae authoritatively ordered the
domineering Don to desist. The astonishment of ld@avas beyond description. He looked
contemptuously at the young man for a minute, theatly drawing his bowie started
deliberately for him, when, in an instant, he wagered with a small revolver, and commanded
to stop. "One more step,"” said the gringo, "andam@ua dead man." With his eye he caught that
of Ricardo, and gazed fixedly into his terriblgeti-like orbs. Ricardo halted and commenced to
threaten. "Put up that knife," said the young goirgicardo flourished his knife and swore.
"Stop that,” said the gringo, with his eyes stileted on those of the human hyena. The Don
stopped. Then once more, "Put up that knife, aitlishoot you dead.” Ricardo sheathed his
bowie. "Vayasse," "Begone," said the gringo, anthéoutter astonishment of the congregated
crowd, Ricardo turned and slunk away. At this junetJim Barton, the Sheriff, with a party,
arrived on the scene, and congratulated the vasrgringo on his achievement, and then and
not until then, did the gentleman know of the desfgecharacter of his antagonist. It was a fine
example of moral and physical over mere brute gmir&he young gringo referred to, then a
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stranger, afterward became Governor of the gredé $f California, and in discharge of the

high trust confided to him, displayed the same éeaf moral courage that first manifested itself
in the motley crowd in Calle de Los Negros, and enle best Governor, possibly, our State
ever had. The young gringo and ex-Governor Johddsney are one and the same.
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By Brent C. Dickerso Copyright © Brent C. Dickenso
http://www.csulb.edu/~odinthor/socal2.html

History of Los Angeles County_ John S McGroarty.

WebRoots.org. http://www.webroots.org/library/usshta/roarscas.html

REMINISCENCES-OF A--RANGER--OR,--EARLY TIMES-IN--SOTHERN CALIFORNIA,
By MAJOR HORACE BELL.

The Riddle of Dr. Mudd by Samuel Carter
Wm. A Spalding- History and Reminiscences- Los Aeg€ity and County
LOS ANGELES- YARNELL, CAYSTILE & MATHES, PRINTERS381

J A Graves-My Seventy Years in Southern California
The Irish Race In California, and on the Pacifi@&a(1878) by Hugh Quigley

John G Downey as on of the “Kings” By Julia Macleod
California Historical Society Quarterly. Vol. XXXVNumber 4
December, 1957

Metropolitan News-Enterprise

California A Guide to the Golden State By Fed&\Vaiters' Project

Biographical dictionary of the Union: Northern leasl of the Civil War
By John T. Hubbell, James W. Geary, Jon L. Wakelyn

Cecilia Rasmussen, Irish Stowaway Helped Shape Statiion -Los Angeles Times.

Kathleen O'Donnell HunBowney's Destiny

John Gately Downey an early go getter. By WilliarheSvis
Ranchos of San Diego County By Lynne Newell Chnista, Ellen L. Sweet

International dictionary of university historieslieed by Carol ...
By Carol J. Summerfield, Mary Elizabeth Devine, oy Levi

Irish families on the California trail: pioneerscaéers from the earliest ...
By Michael C. O'Laughlin

Records of California Men in the War of the Rebel]i1861 to 1867
by Brig.-Gen. Richard H. Orton, pub. 1890 Transed by © Kathy Sedler, June 2004, pp 5-14.

Historical Abstract of San Francisco
http://www.sfgenealogy.com/sf/history/hbabs1.htm

The Journal of San Diego History
SAN DIEGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY QUARTERLY
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Spring 1977, Volume 23, Number 2

Gloversville Public Library

Web-Links

http://www.wlym.com/~calney/downeynf.html
HOW CALIFORNIA WAS KEPT IN THE UNION & THE CITY OFANGELS WAS BUILT

http://www.erha.org/railwayhis.htm The Street Car history of Los Angeles

http://books.google.com/books?id=Np95AAAAMAAJ&pg=B29&dg=the+irish+race+by+quigley&cd=1#v=onepage&ugso
20irish%20race%20by%20quigley&f=false
The Irish race in California and the Pacific coast.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral_of Saint_Vdha
Cathedral of Saint Vibiana

MRS. SURRATT'S STORY
http://www.surratt.org/su_hist.html

Levi Parsons and the Bulkhead bill
http://www.maritimeheritage.org/vips/limantour.html

California Population in 1849
http://www.maritimeheritage.org/news/californiaP &giion.html

John Downey on Oranges
http://memory.loc.gov/gc/calbk/203/203sgm_old

Major General Henry Wager Halleck
http://www.militarymuseum.org/Halleck.html

USC digital Library
http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/assetserver/contmdiiew/CHS-21

The works of Hubert Howe Bancroft (1883-1890, c18820)
http://www.archive.org/details/worksofhuberthowOrbach

California Spanish Genealogy
http://www.sfgenealogy.com/spanish/poyorena.htm

California and the Civil War
http://www.militarymuseum.org/LosAngelesMountedB#2.html

Confronted Lynch Mob
http://www.metnews.com/articles/2006/perspectivag@b.htm

Governor Downe'g statement.
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Parsext:2001.05.0003:chapter=18&ie_sort=freq

Search her for Lincoln letters
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/search/display_resph®?id=GLC05631

Lincoln Heights Los Angeles
http://www.lincolnheightsla.com/streets/
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The Civil War in California
http://www.researchonline.net/cacw/index.htm

Reference to Mrs. downey
http://www.gslis.utexas.edu/~landc/fulltext/Land@_2& Hansen.pdf

Early Los Angels Map
http://content.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/hb2n39p1js/

USC News More Then Anyone Else
http://www.usc.edu/uscnews/stories/870.html

http://www.iamthewitness.com/DarylBradfordSmith Rsthild.htm

William E. Shannon
http://www.joincalifornia.com/candidate/7069

Downey Block Photo
http://www.carletonwatkins.org/views/hi-res 4000998v4763p.htm

Lincoln Downey Letter

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/P?mal:5:./temp/~ammem_gAZB::@ @ @mdb=md¢tsgbo,detr,nfor,wpa,aap,cwar,bbpix,cowellbib,caibkconsrvbi
b,bdshib,dag,fsaall,gmd,pan,vv,presp,varstg,suingbib,horyd,wtc,toddbib,mgw,ncr,ngp,musdibib, hizapr,lhbumbib,rbpebi
b,Ibcoll,alad,hh,aaodyssey,magbell,bbc,dcm,raelinlypon,dukesm,lomaxbib, mtj,gottlieb,aep,qlt,coolfphas,aasm,denn,relpet,
amss,aaeo,mff,afc911bib,mjm,mnwp,rbcmillerbib,maleev2map,mfdipbib,afcnyebib, klpmap,hawp,omhbib, gdmb, mal,ncp
sbib,ncpm,lhbprbib,ftvbib,afcreed,aipn,cwband,flvitewpapos,cmns,psbib,pin,coplandbib,cola,tccc euivarendt, Ihbcbbib,eaa
,haybib,mesnbib,fine,cwnyhs,svybib,mmorse,afcwwghimhiwebib,uncall,afcwip,mtaft, manz,lIstbib,fawtblerl,fmuever,cdn,
upboverbib,mussm,cic,afcpearl,awh,awhbib,sgp,wiigitnbib,afcesnbib,hurstonbib,mreynoldsbib,spajtib,sgproto,scsmbib
,afccalbib

Visit Old Los Angeles
http://www.csulb.edu/~odinthor/socall.html

California and the Civil War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_in_the Amean_Civil War

Chronicles of the builders of the commonwealth
http://books.google.com/books?id=z6wWLAAAAIAAJ& priec=frontcover&dg=chronicles+of+the+builders+of+tbemmonw
ealth&cd=1#v=onepage&qg=downey&f=false

History of California
http://books.google.com/books?id=cucNAAAAIAAJ&pragc=frontcover&dqg=history+of+california+bancroft&cti#v=onepa

ge&q&f=false
Change font color

Full Text, 60 Years in Southern California. by Hamewmark. _(A must read if you want to gééel for this time period)
http://www.archive.org/stream/sixtyyearsinsoutOOneigh/sixtyyearsinsoutOOnewmrich_djvu.txt

Los Angles Explorer
http://www.freewebs.com/laexplorer/History/initiadyvth.htm

A Visit to Old Los Angeles
http://www.csulb.edu/~odinthor/socal3.html

John G Downey Bio.
http://www.usgennet.org/usal/ca/state1l/biograptudstvney.htmi

Los Angels timeline and history
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http://www.usgennet.org/usal/ca/state1l/biograptudsivney.htmi

HEADLINE HISTORY
Los Angeles County
1848 to 1865

http://www.laalmanac.com/history/hi01c.htm

Panoramic view Showing governor Downey’s home
http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/search/controlleriviehs-m2544.html?x=1265600992735

Reference to Maria Downey
http://chestofbooks.com/food/recipes/Los-Angeleskavy/index.html

More early Los Angeles history
http://www.skagitriverjournal.com/WA/Whatcom/FainenSth/Harris/Dan03-Shorb2.html

Exterior view of the Farmers and Merchants
http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/search/controlleriviehs-m1217.html?x=1265600745498

Great Downey Photo circa late 1860’s
http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/search/controlleriviehs-m18835.htmI?x=1265603238661

LA history Gallery
http://www.lanopalera.net/LAHistory/LAHistoryGallytml

The Golden Spike
http://www.scvhistory.com/scvhistory/spike-harriagti.htm

Downey greets President Hayes first sitting preaside visit California
http://www.metnews.com/articles/2007/reminiscing8@®.htm

LA County Board of supervisors
http://www.laalmanac.com/government/gl02.htm

Ocean Shore railway. John Downey Harvey.
http://sanfranciscotrains.org/ocean-shore.html

The Civil War in the West
http://www.militarymuseum.org/HistoryCW.html

http://www.civilwarhome.com/americanquestion4.htm

http://www.feefhs.org/members/blitz/1863-1864.html

Excerpted from Mark Caley paper.
Broderick Terry
http://www.nevadaobserver.com/Reading%?2

http://www.nps.gov/goga/historyculture/broderickrteduel.htm

ORoom%20Documents/david_c_broderick.htm

http://www.sunsetbeacon.com/archives/richmondrei8®1 editions/Oct01/duel.html

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broderick-Terry duel

http://www.sfgenealogy.com/sf/history/hbabs2.htm
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Cal constitution

http://www.militarymuseum.org/Constitution.htirbm Lincoln inaugural address

http://americancivilwar.com/documents/lincoln_inatay_1.htmRose Greenhow Papers

http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/greenhow/

Transcript of john G notes to Bancroft

Semi Tropical California
http://books.google.com/books?id=QgINAAAAIAAJ&predc=frontcover&dg=semi+tropical+california&cd=1#wapage&q=
%20john%20downey&f=false

Historical society of Southern California
http://socalhistory.org/bios/labiol.html

John Downey Ozro Childs
http://search.yahoo.com/search;_ylt=A00GdU5IF7 1M28MRXNyoA?p=john+g+downey+ozro+childs&fr=slv8-tyc@8&=sb-
top&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=11&xa=sz2PDuWG7Kh98Bp8agycmA287547109

The Terry Broderick Duel
http://www.anchorbrewing.com/san_francisco/duel.htm

Rails West
http://www.railswest.com/citystreetrailways.htmil

Los Angeles Census 1850
http://www.familyhistory.com/db.asp?dbid=3116

LA History Matters
http://homesteadmuseum.wordpress.com/categoryfenaéted/

Downey’'s Warner Ranch
http://www.sandiegohistory.org/journal/96fall/waradatm

Nicholas and Richard Den
http://www.independent.com/news/2010/mar/11/nick@nd-richard-den/

John G Downey Correspondence. | have never besle to locate this book, if it ever existed
http://books.google.com/books?id=MgXXNwAACAAJ&dgHpn+Gately+tDowney&hl=en&ei=8aP5TK_ZA024sQ0OUn-
3bBw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=06Q6AEWAQ

The Governorship of John Gately downy. Never baga to find this one either
http://books.google.com/books?id=nqvZIAAACAAJ&dghin-Gately+Downey,&hl=en&ei=-
6r5TIXZGpKosQO690ThCA&sa=X&oi=book result&ct=resfitesnum=2&ved=0CCcQ6AEWATgo

Henry Lowe Mudd
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&@R11767773

http://theoldentimes.com/cawreck.html
Maria Downey train Wreck

The riddle of Doctor Mudd. Reference to JGD
http://books.google.com/books?ei=WK35TJL2Fo6asAOitKA&ct=result&id=zel2AAAAMAAJ&dq=The+riddle+of+Dr+M
udd&g=John+Gately+Downey

Annie Downey’'s Husbhand, Peter Donahue
http://www.baycrossings.com/archives/2000/05_Mawpeldbay characters.htm
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Governor Downey Administrative records
http://www.oac.cdlib.org/view?docld=tf4t1nb08d;stybac4;view=dsc#c02-1.3.5.20.8

Berdino GUIRADO
http://www.juanmatiassanchez.com/html/fam00007.htm

LA County record Downey GUIRADO Supervisors §l&brother-in-law)
http://ffile.lacounty.gov/lac/bguirado.pdf

Russian Admiral in SF Bay during the Civil War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrei_AlexandrovichoBov

In her book, Downey’s Destiny, O’Donnell Hunt telfge story that Downey bought the Black Swan fertransportation. |
have to remind myself that it is a historical novel

http://articles.latimes.com/2001/dec/23/local/m&ad

Downey marriage information plus assembly membpréB50
http://www.ebooksread.com/authors-eng/juan-jos-edam-historical-sketch-of-los-angeles-county-cafifa-from-the-spanish-
occupan-nra/page-7-an-historical-sketch-of-los-#ggeounty-california-from-the-spanish-occupan-stami

Benjamin Hayes Downey Friend .
http://www.google.com/search?tbs=bks%3A1&tbo=1&agsriéier+notes+from+the+diaries+of+Judge+Benjamin+BEARC+1
849-1875

The McFarland Clan
http://clanmacfarlane.org/index.php?option=com_ent&view=article&id=36:james-and-dicey-bilbro-mdtand-and-their-
descendants-in-henry-and-wilson-co-tn&catid=19:@dvgical-histories&ltemid=31

Republic of the Pacific
http://hd.housedivided.dickinson.edu/node/32555

Population Growth by Year LA County
http://www.laep.org/target/science/population/tattiiel

http://www.sfgenealogy.com/sf/history/hbabs2.htm

http://www.nevadaobserver.com/Reading%2

http://www.nps.gov/goga/historyculture/broderickrfeduel.htm

ORoom%20Documents/david_c_broderick.htm

http://www.sunsetbeacon.com/archives/richmondrei8@1 editions/Oct01/duel.html

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broderick-Terry duel

http://www.civilwarhome.com/kingcotton.htm

Know Nothing Party
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Know_Nothing

J Neely Johnson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J. Neely Johnson

First Governor of CaliforniaPeter Hardeman Burnett (November 15, 1807— May 17, 1895, he was a lawyer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter Burnett
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The second governor of Californizohn McDougall (ca. 1818— March 30, 1866)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_McDougall_(Califia_politician)

The Third governor of Californiaglohn Bigler (January 8, 1805 — November 29, 1871)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Bigler

The Fourth Governor of Californizohn Neely Johnsor(August 2, 1825— August 31, 1872)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Neely Johnson#Res$tterm

The Fifth Governor of Californialohn B. Weller (February 22, 1812 — August 17, 1875)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Weller

The Sixth Governor of Californiddilton Slocum Latham (May 23, 1827— March 4, 1882)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Latham
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Miscellenious Notes.

Although there are no official records to be fouhat confirm or verify the exact date that John futaand Bridget Gately
married, it is reasonable to make some assumpliasesd on the birth date of their of their youngiestghter, Winifred.
Winifred was their second child, arriving on Aptil™", 1819. If we assume that their first child, Mamgs born a year earlier in
1818, that would allow for a marriages date in oot 1817.

It appears that both John and Bridget came fronfotte families in the farming community around §amaconnell, and that
they were farmers themselves. John Martin’s ag@ksnown at this time and whether or not he hagWwis farm is also
unknown. There is no indication however, that Betinherited any land when John died.

It appears, based on dates found of gravestordaiyland and California, that John Martin may haied before, or very
shortly after the birth of Winifred, who was bomApril of 1819. This conclusion ist based on tkaedof birth shown on the
gravestone for Patrick Downey, Bridget's first baifter she married Dennis Downey. Patrick's heausin Holy Cross
Cemetery, in Colma California, shows his date ahbas 1820. There is always the possibility thatdate on Patrick’s
gravestone is incorrect, and that it should hawnlsmetime later in that decade.

Bridget Gately was born 1790, and died in Maryldd8A, on September 20, 1857, aged 67 years. Thansthat she was
about twenty-seven years old when she and JohrirMeere married. John may have died around 1&Ejmg her a young
widow with two daughters. She subsequently marffiednis Downey and in 1820, gave birth to a sotrjédkaDowney.

The possibility that the date on Patrick’s grasastis incorrect and should have been sometimeifathat decade would allow
for John Martin death to have occurred later oth@é1820's thereby allowing a reasonable time foddget to grieve his loss.
The fact that Denis Downey and Bridget Gately’sosekchild, John, didn't arrive until June of 182nds to support that line of
thought.

We know that John’s date of birth is correct withdaubt. Bridget was thirty-seven years old thé&nyear later Eleanor arrived,
when she was thirty-eight, but Annie wasn’t bomilul837, the year her father passed away. Btidges forty-seven years old
at the by that time.

It's not clear when the Martin Girls left for Maarid but it may have been shortly before Dennis Daywdied. If this is the
case, they would have been in their late teenseatiere around seventeen and eighteen years alalétir now that they
originally went to members of the Gately familyBaltimore, most likely Bridget's brother. | reachidds conclusion after
finding a Kate Gately living at the John Downeyidesice in Los Angeles in the 1880 California cens@idditional information
there statesKate Gately, age 24, a teacher, born in Marylarmdhér born in Ireland, probably John Downey'’s nigce

After arriving in Baltimore, the Martin sisters &gy to have become teachers.
A book was published by St. Mary's parish in Brgawi, Charles County Maryland, in 1993 has mentibthe Misses Martin
in it. This is a quote from that publication,

"In 1859 a part of the old frame church had beerveabto a plot near the new church to serve as datadled 'St. Mary's
Institute', an Academy for Young Ladies.

This long quotation provided more details aboutrtee school and its founders:

"In the early years of the nineteenth century therme to Charles County two native-born Irish woniary and Winifred
Martin. These two sisters, in company with a Misgdy] were seeking a likely spot for the opening athool. They came
finally to Bryantown and decided to enter uponitiveinture. An old dwelling on the church propergswenovated and
equipped and opened under the title, Saint Mangsitute. The Institute was a boarding school founyg ladies. The venture
seems to have been immediately successful andhaedtover a period of years. Dr. Walter Fairfax Boan was the good
angel of this first school. It was he who maderteeessary repairs to the dwelling that was to hdhednstitute and was later
most generous in sending to the school provisionthe boarders and wood for cooking and heatifigken from St. Mary's
Catholic Church Monthly Bulletin, Vol 1., No. 3, Mh 1943) These women and "their loyal helpers frigthds laid a firm
foundation for the glorious edifice that Catholidueation has builded (sic) in this parish. Whilgsir bodies lie in the
hallowed ground within the shadow of the churchirtheave spirits march on in the sacrifices madeldhe results achieved by
those of later years who have grasped the torcimfiioeir failing hands and carried it ever forwardibid)

More from this book "Actually, the founders of this school are buriedhe part of the old cemetery where the buildimgy
had turned into a school once stood, between tesgmt church and the rectory. It was a very sudgkssstitution, patronized
not only by the local families, but also by pufittm a distance. After Miss Martin retired, it wearried on by Mrs. Daniel
Major and her daughters. Notices of it occur in Tetholic Mirror as late as 1865. At that time &dame another of the
innumerable casualties of the Civil War.
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A local Charles County author has abstracted itieoms two newspapers in the 1800's

From "Abstracts from the Port Tobacco Times andr@&saCounty Advertiser Volume Two: 1855-1869" bpéta Wearmouth;
February 15, 1855, Volume XI, Number 42.

Mrs. Mary Martin died at St. Mary's Institute neBryantown Thursday, 25 January. August 9, 1855,
Volume XIlI, Number 15 - Mary Martin estate probatadfinefried Martin, ad. August 28, 1856,

fair held at Miss Martin's Institute. At 11 a.metgrand Oratorio commenced in church, full orchastreaded by some of the
most distinguished professors from the city alemesladies, amongst whom Misses Mudd and MisstZpdtrick from Charles.
Concert in Miss Martin's exhibition room was trgsand when the above mentioned ladies distinguisheahselves. Eatables
were in abundance. Two tables set in grove whetimaer was served that would have done credit tnesof our grandest
hotels, where from 2-300 persons sat down. $800takas in with $400 clear profit. Display of firevks sublime; the whole
atmosphere illuminated with explosion of hand gidemand rockets.

From the Abstracts, Volume 6, 1894-1898. March1B®4, Volume L, Number 41; Winifred Martin, Balti@gotaught school in
Bryantown for many years. Brother, ex-Governor JBlowney, California, died first of month. April 8397, Volume LIII,
Number 45; Miss Winifred Martin died at Altamonttilip Baltimore on Sunday. 78 years. Born in CaS#enpson, Roscommon
county, Ireland and came to this county about #ry@ago. Her family settled here and Miss Martinrided and conducted St.
Mary's Academy, fashionable boarding school forngladies at Bryantown. A number of years ago aeriliy moved to
California where they amassed a considerable fathalf-sister to late Governor Downey, of Los AageHer only near
relative in this country was sister-in-law, Mrs.e@hor Martin, Los Angeles and nephew Walter S. iMa&an Francisco. Miss
Martin came to Baltimore about 8 years ago andgdast 2 years lived at Altamont Hotel. Faithfullyss by Margaret Malone.
Dr. George D. Mudd, her attending physician, hadrge of funeral arrangements which took place ftbmCathedral. Present
were distinguished Catholic churchmen from varisestions of the country. Interment was in famityalioSt. Mary's Church,
Bryantown.

MVolume XllI, Number 18 - Grand festival held ati8ary's Church, Bryantown, and a iss Winifred Mag will was probated
in Orphans' Court of Baltimore City - leaves mdnart $150, 000 to Catholic churches and institutiohi®mong large number of
bequests are following in this county: $40 to pagsiests of St. Mary's Catholic Church, Bryanto®85 to pay for masses for
departed souls and $25 for care of burial lot aftérix; $1000 for scholarship in Loyola Collegeylsdrom Charles County or
lower Maryland; $200 to pastor St. Peter's Churéfaldorf, $100 for his own use and $100 for imprgwihurch or parsonage;
$200 to pastor St. Thomas' Church; $300 to past@toMary's Church, Bryantown, of which $200 tauked for building a
church for colored people; $100 each to pastor€atholic churches at Newport, Cobb Neck and Pom$#&®0 to Mrs.
Margaret Queen Jamison of Phoenix Hall; $300 tortaia DeSales Mudd, Hughesville; farm of 20 acregaBtown to Mrs.
Fannie Carroll and her six children plus $2200; fiaiof 20 acres, Bryantown, to Mrs. Mary C. Fladumgl der children, in
addition to $2100; $200 each to Hortense Diggs,&Cthompson and James Thompson, Charles County;th1B@wardina
Pye, St. Thomas'; $400 to Mrs. Martha Burch, Brgant and $800 to four daughters; $100 to Angela Bwar, Charles
County. Executors named were Frank R. Murphy, @oi@e D. Mudd and Rev. Edward R. Dyer.

Gene,

Winifred's will was most interesting, note the naofider doctor. Dr. George Dyer Mudd was a firaigia to Dr. Samuel
Alexander Mudd who set the leg of John Wilkes Bo@thraham Lincolns assassin) Not to get into thitips of the day, but it

is a known fact in this area that, even though thiese related, they did not share the same palificsSam was known as a "hot
head" and the locals say that Dr. George triecabm tis cousin down. And on a family note. Of tdieirches named in the will,
Newport, Cobb Neck (now Cobb Island) and PomfretiarCharles County. Phoenix Hall is a really otdibe that belonged to
the Jameson family, it's still standing but justdba It is located on Edelen Rd. in Bryantown.

Regards
Kathleen
After arriving in Baltimore, and getting establishia Brayertown, the Martin sisters sent for tretép brother John Gately
Downey. John's father had died in 1837, leavirggrhother a widow for the second time. Patrick tliest of the Downey

children stayed behind to help his mother workfétren with the help of Eleanor, who was fourteenrgesd at the time. This
allowed Bridget to take care of Annie who was fj&ars old then.
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John arrived in Maryland in 1842, at the age ¢é&éh years. It has been his mothers intentionséipo supported by his
stepsisters, that he would become a priest. Aaoglyd John attended Latin school taught by Jol®oFcoran. After a year in
Latin School John decided that the priesthood veadar him. He used his training in Latin to secareapprenticeship with
John Callin, a druggist, in his drugstore at theeoof Second Street and E Street, the natiorisatayyashington, DC. John
saw no future for him in Washington DC, and move®icksburg where he went into business with CW@odburn who had a
drug and stationary business there. From there dehninto Cincinnati and went into business wittolthScotsman named John
Darling. That partnership lasted about three yaarsl the great California gold rush began in 1848ainst Darlings advice,
John decided that he wanted to go to CalifornianJdarling told him that the gold rush was justigubble that would soon
burst. John however, was determined to go. Hedstiléhe Isthmus of Panama stopping off at Newa&deand Havana along
the way. The steamer West Point failed to arnivBanama as scheduled and leaving him maroonedfioe time. The
American consul, Mr. Caldwell, arranged for an sidre ship named The Sarah to finish the journ&ato Francisco, a voyage
that took eighty-seven days to complete.

When John arrived in San Francisco he found a twiwents. Tens of thousands of gold prospectordlbaded in
overwhelming the town. He immediately went to Samato and then to Marysville. From there he wentwGrass Valley,
where the mining was underway around the clock.rnfésy miners that meant panning for the precioushiethe American
River. The American River is direct outflow frolmetsnow melt in the Sierra Nevada Mountains aralrasult the water
temperature is very cold. John found standingénciold water up to his knees all day long notisdiking.

He had exhausted his meager finances getting tgdlukfields and rolled barrels on the docks inrS8aento on his way back to
San Francisco to get some money.

After returning to San Francisco he worked for arstime for a Jewish man before clerking for sdimee in the wholesale
druggist house of Henry Johnson and Company onotit treet. While working there he met for thetftisie Doctor J.P.
McFarland, from Tennessee, from whom he first ledrabout the opportunities in Southern Californihis was reinforced
later when he saw a paper published in Los Angblgsgave an account of the southland.

Banks, as we know them today, did not exist in B@mcisco during this period. Ordinary people tmafind moneylenders in
order to secure loans for personal needs. Momairig was a perfectly respectable practice thenitamnds also very lucrative.
Interest rates were levied by the month and trewats arranged between the lender and the borrolygical rates were above
5% per month.

As soon as he earned some money, John Downey ehigjathe practice of money lending. In a relatwvghort time he was
able to spiral his bankroll into a sizeable accouhen the opportunity to purchase a cargo ofphaeutical compounds
presented itself, John Downey was able to mak@tehase using his entire bankroll. said to béaéamount of around
$1800.00 John agreed to purchase the cargo withritierstanding that he and it would be delivere8San Pedro Harbor. The
journey to San Pedro on the schooner took thre&svéte arrived at San Pedro in December of 185lifdtnia has been
admitte into the Union a couple of months earlier September®that same year, and a free state. Arriving atfSsiro, John
arranged for his cargo to be shipped by cart toAmgeles He himself walked the twenty miles inlaodhe dusty cowtown to
save the cost of a carrage. John describes Losl®\agehe most pock marked place he has eer Sémre.were only two, two
story building to seen. He was not very impresddbe condition of these building, according i®dwn account, There was
not six rooms in the town that had board floore déscribes the country however, as being loaglgl,even though it was
December, flowers were blooming The appearanckeofduntry was was most beautiful according Jolnintinediately made
up his mind to stay there.

John and Doctor McFarland immediately went aboett#isk of setting up a pharmacy on a property oviayel8l.D.Wilson.
There was the only pharmacy between San Francist&an Diego but also had customers from lowerf@ala and Sonora
Mexico. The venture was very successful and Jolamagecame in the business of money lending.

1851 proved to be an eventful year. John becam#zerican citizen that year, and he was able ol sgoney to his family in
Ireland so that they could join his stepsisterslaryland. His family had endures the worse of treaglrish Famine which saw
one of their uncles die from starvation.

It was during this period of his life that he miefaria Jesus Guirado, the beautiful daughter of Rafael Guirado. . Maria
Guirado was born into an influential California figmHer father, Don Rafael Guirado, moved from @uas, Mexico to
Whittier, California in 1833.four years later Maxias born there. In 1852, John and Maria marriedn Was twentyfive and
maria was fifteen.

After three years in the pharmacy busines, Johralsadmulated $30,000.00, and he and his partnéetbto sell the
pharmacy.
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Enters politics

Bought Ranch

Arriving in San Franciscoafter an 87 day journey from Vicksburg, he immesliafound his way to the

While working in San Franciscdphn DowneymetDr. J P McFarland, a southern gentleman from the stae of Tennessee .

The Irish potato famine (1845-1852) occurred aftdn left Ireland. His remaining family lived tlugh most of the devastation
before coming to America. They experienced gréétudlty and lost much of their land and stock @limigs during the famine
years.

John Downey marries Dona Maria Jesus Guiradihe daughter of Don Rafael Guirado. He was 25syelat, Maria was 15
years old. When John Downey became Governor, Metame the youngest first lady in the states histofact that is still
holds true today. They had no children.

Biography

Maria Guirado was born into an influential Calif@riamily. Her father, Don Rafael Guirado, moveohir Guaymas, Mexico to
Whittier, California in 1833. In 1852, Maria mamlidohn Downey, an Irish immigrant who made a fagtafter starting a
drugstore and bank in Los Angeles. He also fouridedown of Downey. Maria was described as educdieautiful, and
refined. She felt that one of her duties as Fiegtyt was to help the more unfortunate. After Joffirolifice, he and Maria moved
back to Los Angeles where they built a beautifuhleat, 345 South Main Street.

Maria Downey died tragically in a train accidemthe Tehachapi Mountains on January 29, 1883.

Read a copy of the newspaper account of the TepaElisaster at the end of this document (page 26)

Elected Political Offices held by John G Downey
Elected to Los Angeles common council 1852-
Elected County Supervisor 1855

Elected to the California Assembly 1856

Elected Lieutenant Governor 1859

Governor of California 1860-62

Elected County Supervisor 1866-67

Under United States control after 1848, when thaddrStates defeated Mexico in the Mexican-Ameriean, the harbor was
greatly improved and expanded under the guidan&hwfeas Banning and John Gately Downey, the segavernor of
California. San Pedro has now become the largesbpahe West Coast of the United States and tiseebt port in the country

Eleanor was born in Castlesampson in September 1826.p&sed away on July 6, 1928, at the age of 102.yé&re ruled
San Francisco society where she was known as tharff@”, for decades, and entertained three USdemets, William H Taft,
Teddy Roosevelt and William McKinley, in her patathome at 2040 Broadway.

1862,Anna (also known as Annie) married San Francisco #itriflist Peter Donahue. .She was twenty-six yelts Beter was
one of the remarkable Donahue brothers who, amtimgy accomplishments, founded Pacific Gas and EdeCb., as well as
the first iron foundry on the West Coast. Petarooees known as the Father of California Industry.

The City of Anaheim (German for Anna’s home) wamad for Anna Downey.

Anna died in 1896, eleven years after Peter, ahgjeeof 60.

The Downey sisters and the Donahue brothers weoa@uhe principle contributors to the Catholic Adatese of San
Francisco, contributing generously to the constomctf the cathedral and to various parish-buildingjects. When the
Archbishop of San Francisco was directed to buséminary, it was to these generous benefactorshitbde again turned

Eleanor Downey Marries

Major Walter Harris Harvey, a native of Georgiacera cadet at West Point, but dismissed for hisksr@wvho about the middle
of the fifties married Eleanor, eldest full sistédrdJohn G. Downey, and became the father of J. [gvitarvey, came to
California shortly after the Mexican War.

After Major Harvey's death at Los Angeles in 186ded forty-eight years, she married Edward Martio was born, 1819 in
Ennescorthy County Wexford , Ireland. Martin settin California in 1848. . Mr. Martin was the fmtnder of Hibernia
Savings and Loan, and First National bank. He higba real estate business and a prosperous lragguie. Mr. Martin
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became one of the wealthiest men on the West Cétistland holdings alone comprised some 800,008saa California and
Oregon.

Purchased a ships cargbpharmaceutical compounds at a discount in $andisco and took delivery at the port of San Bedr
today’s Los Angeles Harbor.

Mary Martin died in her late thirties

Bridget Downey dies at the Saint Mary’s Institute Girls in Brayertown and is interred in Saint MarCemetery in
Brayertown,
Charles county Maryland.

Bridget Downey Born 1790
Died September 20, 1857, aged 67 years

Winifred Martin Born April 11, 1819.
Died April 4, 1897. Aged 78 years.

Mary Martin
Died 17, January 1855

Street encounter between John G. Downey, GoverfritbedState, John Middleton, leading auctioneed, siyles D. Sweeney,
President Hibernia Bank, about politics (all proerihDouglas Democrats), July 15, 1861.

September 1, 1868 Isaias William Hellman founded Hellman, TempfelaCo., Los Angele’s second bank; John Downey had
already founded a bank with James Hayworth..April 3, 1871 - with John G. Downey founded Farmers and MerchBank
(lent money to Harrison Gray Otis to buy the Logyéles Times, to Henry Huntington to build Pacifiedric line); first
incorporated bank in Los Angelekd56- merged with Security First National Bank (formi®d1929 merger of Security Bank
with Los Angeles First National Trust and SavingsB 8th largest bank in US); later named Sec®dgific National Bank;
1992- acquired by Bank of America.

http://www.scripophily.net/farandmerbani.htmi

The first Pony Express from St. Joseph brought ssage of congratulation from President Buchan&owernor Downey of
California, which was first telegraphed to the Migs River town. It also brought one or two officgovernment
communications, some New York, Chicago, and Stid aewspapers, a few bank drafts, and some budett=s addressed to
banks and commercial houses in San Francisco + &lighty-five pieces of mail in all[7]. And it haatought news from the East
only nine days on the road.

http://www.lib.rochester.edu/index.cim?page=538&eriL 20

War Department.
Washington, August 14, 1861.
Hon. John G. Downey,

Governor of California, Sacramento City, Cal.

Please organize, equip, and have mustered int@ceeat the earliest date possible, four regimefisfantry and one regiment
of cavalry, to be placed at the disposal of Genguahner.

Simon Cameron,
Secretary of War.

By telegraph to Fort Kearney and thence by Pony&sgand telegraph.
http://www.books-about-california.com/Pages/The nstof the Pony Express/Story Pony Express Chaptrib.h

IN ONE of the early chapters of these most reliabtainiscences mention was made of McFarland amddrinection with J. G.
Downey in the drug store, then the only one inAhgel city, and as | have a story to tell in whidiac played a part, it will be
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in place to inform the reader who and what our@mébero was. Doctor J. P. McFarland came from &ssee in '49, and after
one year of roughing in the mines, came here amddd a partnership with John G. Downey (the honeseGovernor of
California), who had preceded him by a half yeamore. McFarland was a graduate of Jefferson Cellagerfect specimen of
the American backwoods gentleman in physical ajgpea, manners and general get up; in fact whaale dirst rate fellow,
and a politician withal. In '52 we sent Mac to eumbulatory capital as Representative, and in '5@nemoted him to the high
dignity of Senator, and he might have gone higheifdr having introduced a bill that would have bgeoductive of much
good, and was in reality a step in the right dimttnotwithstanding it was a rear step in our omlvaarch of civilization. As
before stated, in the years referred to there temesands of Mission Indians in

http://www.webroots.org/library/usahist/ca/roarstdif|

This slander having been lately revived in Califarmpossibly for some political motive, has calfetth a letter from Governor
Downey. The article from thieos Angeles Expressid the reply of Governor Downey are here giva64]

All old residents of the Pacific coast know thatreg time of the breaking out of the rebellion atplas formed by A. S.
Johnston, then the military commander of this dipant, in connection with a number of prominentka (some of whom are
still prominent in that party), to seize the Unitetates Arsenal, distribute the arms to their pant$, and hand the State of
California over to the Southern Confederacy. Unfoately for the success of this precious scheniiy, #ome means leaked out,
and the Government at Washington, comprehendindahger, lost no time in dispatching General Surtmsupersede
Johnston, and save the State to the Union. GeBamher arrived her@cognitq and immediately proceeded to Benicia, where
he presented the order assigning him to the compzamtidemanded possession of the department. Serappearance was like
a thunder-clap to the conspirators, who had natigated such prompt action, and were not preptredsist, so there was
nothing for Johnston to do but submit, and turnrdlre command to Sumner, which he did, and hinietla few days after for
the South, where he fell on the field of Shiloh.

To the editor of the Express

The above is taken from an article in thes Angeles Daily Republicaand is written to subserve the local campaigmjtis at
great sacrifice of the truths of history. During tierm of General Albert Sidney Johnston | had @omisntercourse with him on
official business. Up to my term of office we haghyly wars with the Indians, in which the Stateusily incurred great
expense. | took the ground that this was all wrahat it was a Federal matter purely, and thaFgéderal troops on this coast
were ample, at all times, for every Indian emergeibe executive office was flooded with petitidnscall out troops. | applied
to General Johnston for relief, which he immediatgbhnted, and assured me that he had all the &mmdenaterial required to
quell the Indian disturbances, and that this serwias about all that himself, officers, and meml, teaperform on this coast. It
was suggested by several citizens to me that there 75,000 stand of arms at Benicia that mighth@se disturbed times, fall
into hands that would use them against the Govantrhealled on General Johnston in relation teséharms. He said, in the
most impressive manner: “Governor, | have spengtkater part of my life in the service of my caynand while | hold her
commission | shall serve her honorably and faitiifulshall protect her public property, and nataatridge or a percussion-cap
shall pass to any enemy while | am here as heeseptative. There is,” he said, “no man in the dmiwre sorely afflicted than
| am at the occurrences now taking place. | doknotv yet what position Texas may take. | have beng identified with
Texas, her interests and public men, and her aoteyncontrol my future destiny, but in any eveshall give due notice, and
turn over intact my department to my successorWNasay it is not true that there was any plotaory this State out of the
Union. | was in constant communication with Mr. $edvand the Secretary of War. | raised all thefsoinat were required,
without an expense of twenty-five cents to theeStahe railroad was no factor in this question.tidops came here from the
East. | raised them and sent them forward Eastraler Democratic officers — the Arizona columndenGenerals Carleton
and West, and the Utah column, under Generals CpBrans, O'Neal, and others. General [2Bfhnston did not leave the
State in a few days after the arrival of Sumnerréteained in San Francisco a long time, and hiséaeuas the centre to which
the army-officers tended in a social way. Longrdfiis replacement by General Sumner | met the wioste Federal officers at
his house, many of them men who distinguished teares afterward during the war. It was long aftés bccurrence that
General Johnston was in Los Angeles, and | bebglleindetermined what course to pursue. Sogiaén that theRepublicans
badly informed. | have the kindest letters from &ahSumner and General Wright, his successorskiiig me for my aid in
helping them to discharge their duties at this weitycal period. Neither of these gentlemen bal@dthat General Johnston had
any knowledge of any plot on this coast; nor thaté was any necessity for the unusual and preamitnanner which the War
Department pursued. It is plain that, if the Depant of War thought there was any danger, they dvaot have shipped the
arms at Benicia East by way of Panama. They woale likept them here for us to put down rebellion.

John G. Downey

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Parsext:2001.05.0003:chapter=18&ie_sort=freq

San Pedrois a port neighborhood of the city of Los Angeles1909, the city annexed San Pedro, which is pmseaport of
the area. The town has grown from being dominatethé fishing industry to become primarily a worgidlass town within the
City of Los Angeles.

San Pedro is the largest port on the West Coastrenllusiest port in the country.
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It is located at the southern end of the Palos ®&iRleninsula on the west side of San Pedro Bayadtused by Spanish ships
starting in the 1540s.

Regular settlement began in 1769 as part of thetati populate California. The Rancho San Pedtbdssite of the first Spanish
land grant in Alta California, New Spain.

When New Spain won its independence from the Shdfispire and Alta California became part of Mexiee town flourished.
When the United States defeated Mexico in the Mexi&merican war in 1848, the harbor was greatlyrovipd and expanded
under the guidance of Phineas Banning and Johrydaevney, the seventh governor of California.

San Pedro is a very popular location for filmingn@dng the many, many films shot in San Pedro aanid, The Abyss, The
Hunt for Red October, The Lost World: Jurassic PArkistad, Private Benjamin and To Live and Did.iA.

San Pedro is an ethnically diverse community anchéhdo the largest Italian-American community in B@un California
centered on the "Via ltalia" (South Cabrillo AvehuEhis community is estimated at about 45,000dtelAmericans.

San Pedro also has a large Croatian community smArgeles that has been present in San Pedro thiacgettlement began
about 200 years ago. There are an estimated 3%0@éts in San Pedro, making it the biggest Croat@mmunity on the
Pacific.

A large portion of San Pedro is also composed ofibés-Americans, Hispanic immigrants and African-éaoans with long-
time roots in the community. Much of their poputais are based in the older, east side of the coitynsarrounding the
downtown area and bordering the Port of Los Angeles

Until February 1942, San Pedro was home to a vikfapanese immigrant community of about 3,000 mewapblo lived in what
had been described as a "typical Japanese Fishilagi®” on Terminal Island (East San Pedro). Theyerexpelled from San
Pedro and their homes razed as part of the Japamesecan internment during World War IL..

According to a 2009 Los Angeles Times "Mapping L.Aroject, San Pedro's population is 78,405. Theliare household
income is $57,198.The ethnic composition is Whit.§%), Asian (4.5%), African American (6.0%), lrati(40.6%) and Other
(4.4%). Among those notable who have called Sand?ledme are: actor D.L. Hugley, western fictiontej Louis L"Amour,
jazz saxophonist Art Pepper and the band membeteadclectic punk rock band, the Minutemen.

San Pedro is located in the 25th Senate Distegrasented by Senator Roderick D. Wright, and énSdith and 55th Assembly
District, represented by Bonnie Lowenthal and Waifarutani. San Pedro is located in Californiath3Bongressional District,
represented by Democrat Jane Harman and 46th @istpresented by Dana Rohrabacher.

Helene Pizzini is the new Honorary Mayor of SanrBddr 2009 - 2011

http://senweb03.senate.ca.gov/focus/outreach/si25/snewsletter-20090900.asp

Gov. John G. Downey came to Los Angeles in December 1850. He mar-
ried Niss Maria Jesus Guirado, of this city, Fedoru 10th, 1852. His dis-
tinguished career belongs to the history of Catii@r

In 1850 this county  was represented ia the State nat8e by Dr. A. W. Hope;
followed in 1851 and i852 by  Stephen C. Foster. TheSenators since have been:
18.53, 1854, James P. McFarland; 1855, 185(>, Benja D. Wilson; 1857, 1858, Came-
ron E Thom; 1859, 1860, Andre.s Pico; 1861, 1862phnJ R. Vineyard; 1863, 1864, Hen-
ry Hamilton; 18U5 untii 1868, Phineas Banning; 186%untii 1872, B. D. Wilson; 1873
and now, C. W. Bush.

You can't get deeply involved in the John Downeyrgtithout quickly coming to the conclusion thhiststory has it's
beginning with his mother, Bridget Gately, and @etely family.

His character

His values

His principles

All the things that made his the remarkable man lleavas
His father died when he was ten

Buchanan was elected US president. The Americ&mow-Nothing Party had nominated Zachary Taylorrdvdlard
Fillmore. The Know-Nothing Party was an anti-foregg, anti-Catholic political organization. Buchareasily won the
presidential election, gaining 174 electoral vdateRepublican John C. Fremont's 141, and Fillmoeéght. Fremont failed to
carry California after Jasper O’Farrell testifieghmst him in the 1846 murder of 3 Californios.

1857 The Fort Tejon, Ca., earthquake, estimataeshgnitude 8, ruptured ground for 225 miles fromkReld to Tejon Pass. It
killed 2 people and destroyed the Teyon Army post.
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(SFC, 5/21/01, p.A4)(SFC, 12/10/04, p.A4)

1859 Sep 13, David C. Broderick, a US Senatord@zavid S. Terry, Chief Justice of the Californiapgeme Court, in a duel at
Lake Merced. Broderick was hit in the chest andl ditter 60 hours. Terry fled the scene and residng position the next day.
He was charged with murder and was arrested Seipu28yas not convicted. The weapons used wererapBel-gian .58-
caliber pistols on loan from an associate of TeBrpderick’s weapon was set with a hair-triggeid anisfired. The pistols sold
at auction in 1998 for $34,500.

(PI, 5/30/98, p.5A)(SFC, 11/25/98, p.B8)(Ind, 5AR/5A)

1860 Jan 9, Milton Latham (1827-1882), the 6th goweof California, gave his inaugural address. ©®batham took office he
had the legislature appoint him to Senator Bro#i&riseat.
(www.governor.ca.gov/govsite/govsgallery/h/biogrgigiovernor_6.html)

1860 Jan 14, John Downey (1827-1894), the 7th govesf California, gave his inaugural address. AsGovernor, he
succeeded Milton Latham as Governor. Downey's o&tbe "bulkhead" bill (which would have allowed oership of San
Francisco's waterfront by a monopoly) made Downbgra.
(www.governor.ca.gov/govsite/govsgallery/h/biogrgigiovernor_7.html)

1860 Apr 3, The US Pony Express mail system bedenwne horse and rider carrying a bulging mailchduegan the 10 1/2-
day run from San Francisco, Calif., to St. Josépdr, Riders left St. Joseph, Missouri and SF, Gah@same time. They
averaged 12 mph over 75-100 mile segments betw&®1j1D0) change stations. The SF freight comparBusikell, Majors and
Waddell began the service. The ride from SF washdigity stunt and never repeated. Sacramento vekerthe western
terminus. The enterprise failed after only 18 mentiowever, due to mounting financial losses amdpsgition from the ever-
expanding telegraph network. Donald C. Biggs (d®8072), prof. of history at SF State, later atgkddThe Pony Express:
Creation of the Legend.”

(SFC, 2/15/97, p.D4)(AP, 4/3/97)(HN, 4/3/98)(SFC1LB00, p.A24)(AH, 10/01, p.12)(SSFC, 1/3/10, DB§).

1860 Apr 13, 1st Pony Express reached Sacrameatif, C

1861 Col. Agoston Haraszthy, a Hungarian immigtarthe US who settled in Sonoma, California, waeddy Calif.
Governor John Downey to go to Europe and to fimdda cuttings of the best European varieties gbegaHaraszthy's
methodology, personality and perseverance earmedh@ name of Father of California Wines.

1880 Milton Latham was forced to auction off hisperty in Menlo Park.

1889 Aug 14, David S. Terry, former Chief Justi€¢he California Supreme Court (1857-1859), wag $lyoa bodyguard of
Stephen Field, an associate justice of the US Supfeourt, after Terry slapped Field in the faca edilroad restaurant in
Lathrop, Ca.

(SFC, 9/7/09, p.C6)(http://en.wikipedia.org/wikikdd_S._Terry)

1892 Heavy rains flooded the entire Central Vatlag produced a lake that was some 250-300 milgsdad 20-30 miles wide.
Sacramento was under water for 3 months and int k&inied for 28 straight days. Sonora had 102 isdiyethe end of Jan. Prof.
William Brewer, the principal ass't. to state gegitt Josiah Whitney, supposed that one-fourth etéxable state property was
under water. [some confusion here with the delfd862]

1920 Los Angeles surpassed SF in population 5766%%86,676.

Gertrude Grubb Janeway, age 93, died Friday Jar2QB, at her home in Blaine, Tenn. She lived thrae-room log cabin
bought for her by her husband in 1927. She watastesurviving widow of a Union soldier. Her husdadohn Janeway, died in
1937 at age 91.

She married her husband in 1927 when she was 1Beangs 81. In an interview in 1998 she said tipaylsed for three years
because her mother would not sign for her to masya Union widow pensioner Janeway received $70rmmth from the
Veterans Administration.

Still living is the last surviving widow of a Cordferate soldier, Alberta Martin, age 95, of Elbaa.Ahe was born in 1909 and
was a widow from her first marriage by the time sl 21. She married her Civil War husband, Willizasper Martin in 1927
when he was 81.
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Last woman documented as a widow of a Confederateldier

Maudie Hopkins, 1914 - 2008

September 06, 20p8alerie J. Nelson | Times Staff Writer

Maudie Hopkins, who was the last publicly documdmnédow of a Confederate soldier, having marriecelerly Civil War
infantryman when she was a teenager, has diedw&6©83.

Hopkins died Aug. 17 at a hospital in Helena-Weslgda, Ark., according to media reports.

A cause of death was not given, but she had befailimy health for several years.

She remained largely silent -- even among her famihbout her link to the 19th century War Betwées States until four
years ago, when an Alabama woman died and wasteeptar be the last surviving Confederate widow.:

Conditions in Ireland prior to the famine.

Conditions in California prior to the civil war.

John Martin Bridget Downey

Mary and Winifred Martin

John Martin dies.

Bridget remarries.

Downey children dates?

Martin Sisters to America to Bridget's brother inlmore

The Martin’s go to school n Baltimore and becoswchers

They go to Charles County Maryland looking for aqal to start a boarding school for girls. They epdn Bryantown where
the open Start St. Mary’s Institute for Girls, abding school in St Mary’s parish. It's a success.

There step father Dennis Downey dies in 1837, teatheir mother, Bridget Gately, a widow for tleesnd time.

Gold in California and the unintended consequefme€alifornia, the country, and John Downey
NEW WORLD

Mary Surratt’s daughter Miss Anna Surratt attenthesir school.
Winifred’s doctor was Dr. George Dyer Mudd , afficeusin to Dr. Samuel Alexander Mudd who set ggedf John Wilkes
Booth Dr George Mudd was close friend and confida#é was the executor of her will

Downey siblings and Bridget their mother come tory¥end. There Eleanor Downey becomes a teacher.
Downey sibling come to California to join brotheha.

Downey letter Seward and Spy

Winifred Martin’s will. Dr Mudd again.

Dennis Downey dies 1837

John Downey to America 1842

Latin school

Pharmacist Cincinnati Washington DC Vicksburg

Gold Rush.

James Porter McFarland

Worked in SF

Money lending

Bought Cargo

3 weeks to sail to la.

First impressions

Confronted by bully with a knife.

Family come to America

Gets married to 15 year old becomes citizen knotliing movement
Enters politics

Appointments

Give appointment to brother Patrick. Patrick imanl with Finnias Banning in
Pioneer oil

John spoke fluent Spanish, his wife was Spanishyroéthe residents of LA were Spanish. He als® & foundation in Latin
Not a great politician in that he did not blow bisn horn. Looked on the good things that he dighsispart of his job.
Good administrator.

Left state with surplus.
Vetoed numerous corrupt bills.
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Life between the time he arrived in Los Angeles ahén he became governor.

He did not live in an Irish community and is novaahe support of family or countrymen during tbigical period. He was on
his own and had to answer to no one. The east s@asten days away for Ireland but the west coast90 days away for the
east coast at this time. This helps to explain iayvas so totally lost in the fog of history. Thambined with the trauma
caused by the famine in Ireland.

He as all alone totally by himself. His decisiovere not influences by national of family in anyywa/ery few Irish in
Southern California during this period compareth® San Francisco Area.

People like the Denn’s were friends he was a wimes marriage with Catherine Denn. Nicholas Dfesm Kilkenny, Deen
first lay owner of Santa Barbra Mission.

Despite the fact that there was great sympathfoderick, nevertheless Latham and Downey Lecompt@mocrats were
elected. 27 of the states 34 newspapers weresadaincoln.

Davis Terry was shot to death by the bodyguardtferChief justice of the California Supreme Coliallace’s daughter was
married to Marvin Donahue, Annie Downey’s stepson.

Lincoln is assassinated. His step-sisters liveeto where J Booth was shot.

Downey sisters

Downey Brothers-in-law

Downey nephew

Maria Downey information and articles

Baroness Von Schroeder, Peter Donahue’s daughter.
Marvin Donahue Peter Donahue’s son

Lincoln

Lincoln letter national archives

Lincoln Letter Rochester university.

Not at the top of the Rochester letter. Sewardamdederate spy Rose O'Neal Greenhow

Lincoln civil war and Downey governor of Californiaetters see Canley paper

Lincoln heights first development in LA. Downey&it on of the streets in the developement
Mary Surratt’s daughter

Doctor Mudd executor of Winifred’s will.

John Wilks booth connection to Brayertown

Irish Midlander’s of note in California during tfizowney period.

US Senator Eugene Casserly Mullingar

Casserly letter

Senator John Conness from Portumna, across themiar@alway

Conniss Lincoln connection

Yosemite bill by Conness

Conness was a Lincoln confidant

Conness was accused afterwards with being complitiis assassination. He was cleared of any irmroant
Conness was a Lincoln Pall bearer

Mayor of SF Frank McCoppin from Longford

First police chef of SF Malachi Fallon from Athie

Jasper O'Farrell from Longford, surveyed San Frsowiand most of the charter cities in NorthernfGalai

30% state population were Irish voters

The Irish presence in California before admittaimte the union. Opposite to our reception in thetea
Lecompton Democrats

Opposition to the , felt that violence was not ttight solution. 642,000 deaths

JGD was the most remarkable Irishman ever to sgtdio the North American continent.
The right man in the right place at the right time
Had the opportunity to make a fortune by going glwith the Bulkheaders and again with the confagsrhut chose instead to
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do what was right and best for the state and thetcg..

Came to California before it was admitted into theon

Arrived in Los Angeles in December 1850 right aftex state was admitted into the Union
NEW WORLD

245 South Main Street in Los Angeles, his homeBRisk & the Downey block
The cathedral.

The generation after the civil war brought charmgthe west that took 300 years to achieve in tlse €Bhat was Downey's
period of greatest influence in Los Angeles

He was revered and had enormous prestige in S@B€img the first governor from the south.
Hellman book, tower of gold. Talks about DowneyBuence. And vision

Bronze bust in Ireland

Bronz bust in Downey Ca.

Proclamations

Renewed interest.

JGD’s will

His notes to Bancroft

Annie’s will

Winifred’s will

All were very Victorian and very catholic.

Spoke Spanish fluently(Apparently learned in SaanEisco before heading south)

Married into a well established Spanish family.

Mixed well with all the cultures.

56" tall

City of Anaheim named for Annie.

Iron Men, by Richard H Dillon. The definitive bicghy about Peter Donahue and his brothers

Most influential man in Los Angeles during thatipdrthe west advances as much as the east has mebious 300 years.
John Downey Harvey, JGD's nephew, and the codsbaal.

He died in 1947.

Confederates in Southland ride through the stifdt#\ in a show of support for the Confederate eauBowney puts them
down.

San Jose uprising governor Downey puts it down

Unrest in San Francisco, governor Downey puts\itrdo

Sad & tragic events

One generation wonder

JGD'’s grandfather died right after JGD'S father \wasn.

JGD’s mother was widowed for the first time arouhne time his stepsister, Winifred was born.
JGD'’s father died the same year that his sisteiéwas born.

JGD’s brother Patrick died at the age of 47.

JGD’s wife, Maria, did at the age of 46.

JGD’s second wife, Rose died at the age of 47
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JGD’s sister Eleanor lost her first husband, Wattarvey, at the age of 41
JGD'’s niece, Mary Harvey, was born after her fathied and died herself at the age of five yeai®6211867).
JGD’s brother Patrick had no children

JGD's sister Annie had no children

JGD had no children of his own

JGD'’s sister Eleanor outlived three of her fiveldten.

Bridger Gateley was widowed twice each time witieav born child
Downey father left young family

Mary Martin dies very young

Patrick Downey dies very young

Both of John Downey’s wives die young

Eleanor’s only daughter dies while still a child.

Eleanor out lived sons

Peter Donahue died suddenly and his son Marvin beg soon afterwards
No children

One generation wonder

In the thirty years following the civil war, theest coast accomplished what it had taken the
east coast three hundred year to accomplish,

John Downey’s grandfather died a year after hiseiatvas born. His mother lost her first husbaredyiar their youngest
daughter was born. John Downey’s mother losskeond husband the year that
Annie was born.

JGD, the most remarkable Irishman ever to setdodhe North American continent.

No other Irishman that has had the impact on higotel homeland, on the State where he lived, ootheegion of the state that
he settled in, that he did.

John Downey would have vanished completely in tgedf history if it were not for the fact that thigy of Downey in the heart
of the Los Angeles Basin was named for him anaiffar the great work done by Micheal Moore and Taeighmaconnell
heritage group in his home parish of Taughmacorinéllo. Roscommon.

The Irish experience in the west was a polar oppasiwhat they had endured on the East coast.Wiés, and particularly
California, was a part of the world where they wesrmly welcomed and did well from the outset.

Downey was the first to get to the very top andadltlazer for many others during that period.

Born in the town land of Castlesampson, parishaafghmaconnell, southern corner of Co. Roscommat wiest of Athlone,
on June 14, 1827, the second of four children bBridget Gately and Dennis Downey, small farmarthie Irish midlands.

His father died when he is ten. That same yeambither gave birth to his youngest sibling, hisesigtnna. Anaheim California
named for her.

Come to America 1842 (Baltimore Maryland ) whenshfiteen to his uncle and step sisters.
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School-priesthood- apprentices to a pharmacist.

To California when he’s twenty two during the golch. That journey took 87 days.
Arrives in San Francisco-

to the goldfields-

back to San Francisco where he met James Portearlci -

then LA. In December 1850

First Pharmacy in Los Angeles, only Pharmacy betw&en Francisco and Mexico-
Point San Pedro-Port of Los Angeles-Santa Gertradeh Pioneer Oil

Collector of port- Treasury Agent -m Superintendafitighthouses-City Council- County Supervisor-@ahia Assembly.
Lieutenant Governor

Governor when he’s 32 First Irish born governoanfAmerican State. One of only two Irish borngmwors of American
States.

Turbulent times in USA. Civil war- Against warviar judicial or legislative remedy. Young Irishnszripted on both sides of
the conflict.

Vulnerable times in California

Uncompressing honest integrity and credibility

Went against his own parties wishes.

State Capitol- Corner Stone

Pony Express- first dispatch from President Buchartno governor Downey

First telegraph message sent for California Gowvibey to President Lincoln

Political suicide....didn’t care...Did what was best 8ate and Country.

Was never a politician in the conventional sersever tried to capitalize on his good work.

Grapes- California will be the leading producer...\@e@s...Proposed University of California system {eSkbrary etc. Was a
leading voice in promoting all when no one elséhia state government interested.

Back to LA.

1862 floods followed by years of drought - catteheep

Revered status as first Governor of Calf from SQ/CA

First Bank in Southern California 1886

Farmers and Merchants Bank with Isaias Hellmann

The Big three, Downey Banning Hellman

Reputation.Spalding, no meeting of public spirited citizenswamplete unless Governor Downey was present amhl

generally called to preside.

The Downey Block, the first major development irsl&ngeles. Major tenants included the US Treasuf/Post office. Today
it is the Center of the city. City hall courts-Higke towers Today’s City Hall Courts Civic Cenkéigh Rise Towers and the
Reagan Office Building. All located on and arouhd briginal Downey Block. By leasing parts of Biswney Block to the US

Treasury, the US post Office and the courts hebisked the footprint for the present day civicteenn the city of Los Angeles.

When you see a photograph of the city, or fly imioapproach Los Angeles from any direction yosée the high rise towers
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that mark the Civic Center and the city centeroSéhbuilding are all there because Downey chobeitd his Downey Block
there.

Involved in Harbor development -Rail developmenttia basin, Brought intercontinental rail to LA_iN&s the golden spike at
completion of that link-water-streetcar-developmeintommunities-banking-oil-ranching Grapes- gsapeanges-drought
sheep- board of Trade

nm

USC - Agricultural Park example of his foresightiavision foresight 1879

City of Downey 1873

Greets the first sitting president, R B Hayes, igit Californi a 1880

Maria dies tragically 1883. Effect on him the rehis life. They had no family.

To fully understand the impact that Maria’s deadis bn John Downey, it is important to keep foutsfae mind.

1. Maria was deathly afraid of traveling by traarsl preferred to travel by boat instead.. The gomehad persuaded her
to take this train ride against her better judgment

2. John Downey himself in 1872, had negotiatedrdiileoad rout through the Tehachapi crossing wiieeeaccident
occurred.

3. He heard her screams for help as she burneehth,dand was helpless to save her
4, Her remains were initially misidentified and semSan Francisco. When this mistake was disealarspecial train
was dispatched to bring her back to Los Angeles.
It's not clear and very probable that her remaiesamnever recovered, she was totally incinerated.
Did not return to La for three years following lueath
Remarried in 1888 to Rosa Kelly
Rosa died Dec. 6, 1892, Aged 47 Yrs.
Died march first 1894

The most remarkable Irishman ever to set footh@North American continent.

".Times make the man” The first part of his life

“Man makes the times” The second part of his life

Remarkable sisters Eleanor and Annie

Brothers-in-law, Ed Martin and Peter Donahue

Dynamic and powerful family unit

Excerpted from Hubert Bancroft's, Chronicles of Buglders of the Commonwealth. One of the Kings.

William Spaulding, The History of Los Angeles @ityl County. “Governor Downey was the most promimelitical and
historical character of the American regime.”

The Irish Race in California and on the Pacific Gpd@y Hugh Quigley.
Published 1878.

Thomas F Prendergast, Forgotten Pioneers.
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The Martin sisters lived in the area that John B&IBooth escaped through after he assassinatedlhinc
Interesting link between the Martin Sisters and yaurratt.

http://www.surratt.org/su_hist.html
http://www.metnews.com/articles/2007/reminiscing@@D.htm

oWilpresident Rutherford B. Hayes was received inditys October 23, 1880, accompanied by Mrs. H8ex. William T.
Sherman and Secretary of War Alexander Ramsey. dseoffficially received by Gov. John G. Downey. Tingef entertainment
was a county fair then in progress at Agricultifratk now known as Exposition Park

http://www.militarymuseum.org/LosAngelesMounted B#2.html

On the eve of the Civil War, Los Angeles was a city of between 3,500 and 4,000 inhabitants. Its people were a
mixture of Mexicans, Indians, Americans (both Southern and Northern in origin) and German Jews. There were only
a few Chinese (mostly engaged in laundering) and Blacks. The houses were all one-story, built of adobe (sun-baked
bricks) with thick walls and flat roofs. There were very few two-story buildings - basically just the hotels with their
associated first-floor saloons. Though a long-established center of population, Los Angeles was still a rough, frontier
town. Most men habitually were armed with both revolver and Bowie knife. Even the clergy advised that it was "best
to have arms after dark". There were in those days fifty to sixty murders per year. It could not be expected that such a
population under such circumstances would not involve themselves in the major crisis of the day.

Even before any states had seceded, in both the North and the South, militia units were "activating" and volunteer
companies being formed. In some states the militia was well-organized and functional, but in most the militia was little
more than a social group or "paper" organization. In California, the militia was a sham. During the 1850's companies
had been formed for one purpose or another but quickly died out. The Adjutant General had kept little track or record
of them. With the crisis growing in the East, Governor John G. Downey issued a call for the formation of militia
companies "to preserve order". Few of the companies formed in response to his call ever amounted to anything, but
one that did was the Los Angeles Mounted Rifles.

http://www.brimstonepistoleros.com/gazette/junefiréilh

As he was recalling Federal troops to the easfubn24, 1861, the Secretary of War called on tbeenorJohn G. Downey

to furnish one regiment of infantry and five comiganof cavalry to guard the overland mail routerfrGarson City to Salt Lake
City. Three weeks later four more regiments ofrifiaand a regiment of cavalry were requestedofthese were volunteers
units recruited and organized in the northern phtte state, around the San Francisco Bay regidrttze mining camps, few
recruits came from Southern California. These vigars replaced the regular troops transferrede@#st before the end of
1861.

http://www.brimstonepistoleros.com/gazette/junefirélh

In July 1864, with many Douglas Democrats deseittiggy party over the war, the remaining Democfaisied a fusion party
behind the former governdohn G. Downey opposed to continuation of the war, emancipatioa arrest of civilians by the
militia, the suppression of free speech and opttess and the attempt make the Negro equal toltite wman. The result in the
September election was a second Republican govefrialifornia, Frederick F. Low.

1864 Gubernatorial Canidate Party Popular %
Vote
5
Fredrick F. Low Sﬁp”b“c 64.447 9
9
4
John G. Downey i[gemocrat 44,843 1
1

Lincoln won the 1864 election with almost 59% inif@ania
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1864 Presidential Popular o
Candidate Party Vote &
5
Abraham Lincoln Republican 62,053 8
6
4
George B. McClellan Northern 43,837 1
Democrat .
4

Civil War Era forts and camps in California

http://www.militarymuseum.org/CaliforniaColumn2.Htm

California and the Civil War
The California Column
by Lieutenant George H. Pettis
Commander, Company K, 1st Regiment of Infantry, California Volunteers
Immediately after the first battle of Bull Run on July 24, 1861, Governor John G. Downey received from the Secretary
of War, Simon Cameron, a communication which said: "The War Department accepts, for three years, one regiment
of infantry and five companies of cavalry to guard the Overland Mail Route from Carson Valley to Salt Lake City and
Fort Laramie." This was the first official action towards organizing troops in California, and it required but a short time
to raise the required number of men, and as fast as the companies were mustered in at the Presidio, near San
Francisco they were transported across the bay to Camp Downey (in present day Oakland).

http://www.nevadaobserver.com/Reading%20Room%20Meats/army_operations_in_nevada_1861.htm

Headquarters Department of the Pacific,

San Francisco, Cal., June 7, 1861.

His Excellency J. G . Downey,
Governor of California, Sacramento, Cal.:
Sir : I have been informed of the organization and partial armament of a body of men in Carson Valley for the purpose of
overawing the Union portion of the population there, and involving the Territory in the cause of secession and opposition to the
Federal authority. Apprehension has been expressed of the seizure by these persons of certain arms at Carson City belonging to the
State of California. I have therefore deemed it proper to take measures to secure them. The responsible agent will be furnished with
the necessary receipts and the arms held subject to your orders.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. V. SUMNER,
Brigadier- General, U. S. Army, Commanding

Adjutant-General's Office,
Washington, July 20, 1861.
Brig. Gen. E. V. Sumner,
Commanding Department of the Pacific.
Direct your quartermaster and commissary to prepare in advance the stores necessary for the regiment of infantry and five
companies of cavalry accepted from California. Suggest to the Governor of California the propriety of making Major Carleton the
colonel of the infantry regiment. Colonel Waite is prevented by ill health from accepting the command. It is desired that Major
Carleton be placed in command. If any one else is made colonel of the Infantry regiment, he will be deprived of the command.
L. THOMAS,
Adjutant General.

WAR DEPARTMENT, July 24, 1861.

Governor of California:
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The War Department accepts for three years one regiment of infantry and five companies cavalry to guard the Overland Mail Route
from Carson Valley to Salt Lake and Fort Lawrence. Colonel Waite will be put in command of department at Salt Lake City.
General Sumner will detail mustering officer to muster in the men.

SIMON CAMERON,
Secretary of War.

Brig. Gen. E. V. Sumner,
Commanding Department of the Pacific.
Direct your quartermaster and commissary to prepare in advance the stores necessary for the regiment of infantry and five
companies of cavalry accepted from California. Suggest to the Governor of California the propriety of making Major Carleton the
colonel of the infantry regiment. Colonel Waite is prevented by ill health from accepting the command. It is desired that Major
Carleton be placed in command. If any one else is made colonel of the Infantry regiment, he will be deprived of the command.
L. THOMAS,
Adjutant Gen

Washington, August 14, 1861.
His Excellency John G. Downey,
Gowvernor of the State of California, Sacramento City, Cal. :
Sir : I have this day addressed you a dispatch requesting you to organize, equip, and have mustered into service, at the earliest date
possible, four regiments of infantry and one regiment of cavalry, to be placed at the disposal of General Sumner.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SIMON CAMERON,
Secretary of War

San Francisco. Cal., September 4, 1861.
Governor John G. Downey,
Sacramento City:
Cavalry company organized and reported at Yreka September 4. Signed Charles McDermit. This company had better be ordered to
report to Colonel Colton, in this city, immediately.
E. V. SUMNER,
Brigadier-Oeneral, U. S. Army, Commanding.

From the book Records of California Men in the War of the Rebel]i1861 to 1867
by Brig.-Gen. Richard H. Orton, pub. 1890
Transcribed by © Kathy Sedler, June 2004, pp 5-14.

The “War Governors” of California were John G. D@ynLeland Stanford, and F.F. Low, and to theialby zeal, and
patriotism, and their readiness to respond to evallyof the Government, is due the promptness whicth the different
regiments and battalions were organized.
During the exciting and tumultuous times existingpn the outbreak of the war the Legislature waallty the Government, and
the following concurrent resolution was adopted:

No. IVIIl - CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

[Adopted MAY 17, 1861.]

Resolved by the Senate, the Assembly concurrirad,tiida people of California are devoted to the Gituson and the Union of
the United States, and will not fail in fidelity@fealty to that Constitution and Union now in tiwur of trial and peril. That
California is ready to maintain the rights and horod the National Government at home and abroad atnall times to respond
to any requisition that may be made upon her tenkkthe republic against foreign or domestic foes.
When the war commenced the United States forcédsedPacific Coast were under the command of BrBvigdier-General
Albert Sidney Johnston. It is supposed that there some doubt as to General Johnston’s loyaltjieawas a Southern man,
and General Sumner was sent to relieve him of dhentand. The following are the orders and corresgoce relating to the
matter:

MARCH 22, 1861

Pagel 8 1
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Brig.-Gen. E.V. SUMNER:
DEAR GENERAL: Prepare to sail from New York thst fof the next month to relieve Bvt. Brig.-GenSAJohnston, in the
command of the Pacific Department, say for a tdfisame years.
The order to sail, etc., will reach you by the newtil, but remain unpublished till you are on thacRic Ocean, for confidential
reasons.
In haste, yours truly,

WINFIELD SCOTT.

[By telegram to farthest point west, and thenc@dbyry express to California.]

WAR DEPARTMENT,
July 24, 1861 — 8:30 P.M.

To the Governor of California:
The War Department accepts for three years onearregt of infantry and five companies of cavalry targl the overland mail
route from Carson Valley to Salt Lake and Fort Laie.
Colonel Waite will be put in command of departrarfbalt Lake City. General Sumner will detail meisgg officers to muster
in the men.
SIMON CAMERON,
Secretary of War.
L. THOMAS,
Adjutant-General.
[True copy.]
Under that call one full regiment of ten comparoéfantry was raised, which became the First @afiia Infantry, and five
companies of cavalry, which became the First Batitabf the First California Cavalry. In 1863 severore companies of
cavalry were raised, making the First Cavalry d felgiment of twelve companies.
Soon after the second call was received by the Boveas follows:
[By telegraph to Fort Kearney, and thence by poxyyress and telegraph.]

WASHINGTON, August 14, 1861
To JOHN G. DOWNEY, Governor of California:
Please organize, equip, and have mustered intaceeat the earliest date possible four regimentsf#ntry and one regiment
of cavalry, to be placed at the disposal of Gen&uanner.
SIMON CAMERON,
Secretary of War.

Under this second call the Second Cavalry and #eoBd, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Regiments of Infantere formed. In this
connection the following dispatch is interesting:

WAR DEPARTMENT,
WASHINGTON, D.C., August 15, 1861.

To his Excellency, JOHN G. DOWNEY, Governor ofestéCalifornia, Sacramento City, Cal.:

SIR: | have this day forwarded to your addressspdtch by telegraph and by pony express, to tleetdfiat in filling the
requisition given you August fourteenth for fivgineents you will please make General D.D. ColtdrSan Francisco, Colonel
of a cavalry regiment, and give him the proper auitly to organize as promptly as possible.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SIMON CAMERON,
Secretary of War.

The commission was offered to General Colton ameégted, but he never completed the organizatidgheofegiment and he

was never mustered into the United States service.

Immediately upon receipt of the dispatches quotexie, Governor Downey issued the following:
[Proclamations.]
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
SACRAMENTO, August 12, 1861.
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In pursuance of a communication from the Secrevdiyar, dated July 24, A.D. 1861, “accepting foreth years one regiment
of infantry and five companies of cavalry to guttrd overland mail route from Carson Valley to Salke and Fort Laramie.” |,
John G. Downey, Governor of the State of Califordiahereby call for volunteers for the above nwred services. The forces
will be organized in accordance with the laws ardulations of the United States, and will be mesténto service at such
times and places as may be directed by the commguudiicer of the United States on this coast.

JOHN G. DOWNEY,

Governor.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
SACRAMENTO, August 23, 1861.

Whereas, by an additional communication from ther&ary of War, bearing date August 14, A.D. 186lthe Executive of this
State directed, the President of the United Sthsescalled for four regiments of infantry and orieavalry, to be placed at the
disposal of Brig.-Gen. E.V. Sumner, U.S. Army, @niged, equipped, and mustered into service bgtaee of California, such
call being made in pursuance of the Act of Congpassed July 19, 1861, entitled ‘An Act to authotize employment of
volunteers to aid in enforcing the laws and prategthe public property.™
Now, therefore, I, John G. Downey, Governor of$hete of California and Commander-in-Chief of thbtia, etc., of the same,
do hereby authorize and call upon the citizensnagy as shall be necessary to fill up the precedeogisition, to immediately
form and organize themselves into “volunteer consh in accordance with the directions and requivents stated in Sections
17, 18, and 19 of the Statutes of this State,ledtiAn Act in relation to the militia of this St approved May 9, 1861.
Said companies will be accepted and mustered Brdce according to the reception, by the Adjut&eneral of the State, of
the certificate of organization mentioned in Settl® of said Act, and reported by that officertie Commander-in-Chief, the
infantry companies to consist of any number betvegginty-three and one hundred and one, and thelgagampanies of any
number between seventy-nine and ninety-five, dofficelusive; the commissioned officers of eachpamy to consist of one
Captain, one First Lieutenant, and one Second kieant.
The Commander-in-Chief will proceed forthwith tganize the regiments aforesaid out of said compaadeording to their
priority and in conformity to law. While the Act@bngress aforesaid requires the “Governors of &dtrnishing volunteers to
commission the field, staff, and company officetpiisite,” the Commander-in-Chief will in all casgise preference to the
officers elected by the respective companies, geavthat they are competent and pass examinatifomébthe Military Board
already appointed by the United States officer camuing Pacific Division, San Francisco.
Volunteer companies already organized and commmissi@re expected to report forthwith to the Adjtt@eneral, tendering
their services to meet the requirements of thiclarmation. Companies tendering their services @ifpressly state whether they
are infantry or cavalry.
In witness whereof, | have set my hand and causedreat seal of the State to be affixed.
Done at Sacramento, California, this twenty-thimydf August, in the year of our Lord 1861.

JOHN G. DOWNEY,

Governor

Attest: JOHNSON PRICE, Secretary of State.
The Governor, in his message to the Legislaturig, @s follows regarding the requisitions made ujpan:

THE STATE’'S CONTINGENT
Two requisitions were made upon me by the Secrefatyar for troops for the service of the Generav&nment, the first
bearing date of July 24, 1861, for one regimenhédntry and five companies of cavalry, and theeotthated August 14, 1861,
for four regiments of infantry and one regimenta¥alry.
The Legislature having adjourned without placingy dnnds at the disposal of the Executive to megt santingency, and the
language of these requisitions urging all possitilgpatch, | at once issued my proclamations calbogthe required force. It
entailed much labor upon this department, for whideels fully compensated by the character ofdffieers selected and the
soldierly bearing and character of the men who cosepthe rank and file.
The whole contingent as organized is composed rafest citizens — men of character and means fribmaaks and pursuits of
life — and will achieve an honorable fame for otat8 and render good service to the nation whetedahto active duty. In
organizing this force commissions were conferredrugfficers in the regular army of the United Sgadxs Colonels, in order to
give efficiency and discipline to our raw recruiBy an order from the War Department | was notifiedt these officers could
not be permitted to retain position in the volumtservice, as they were ordered to the scene dilities to join their respective
regiments. Two of these officers, Colonels Kellagd Judah, rendered much aid in raising and orgaugizhe Fourth and Fifth
Regiments of Volunteers, at great expense and ledalihemselves, without being permitted to etfjeyhonors or emoluments
arising therefrom.
The cavalry regiment was raised before Colonel Sanitived to take command of the volunteers; he hascharge of the
troops of the State along our southern frontiemduld recommend that appropriations be made to @nsate the officers
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mentioned for the personal expenses necessarilyriat by them and the important services they mamdered the State — say
$2,500.

A large amount of business has been entailed upo@djutant-General in clerical labor and serviagtendant upon the
extraordinary duty connected with and occasionethieyraising of our contingent, and | would recomih@n appropriation of
$1,500 as a just compensation therefor.

The militia law of last year is found to work welhd meets the expectations of its advocatescladss that all necessary
expenses arising under its operation shall be defdeout of the General Fund; but the Legislatuiiteéato make any
appropriation. It is hoped that a small appropriai will be made to meet the inconsiderable amoaintsdy audited, as well as
the future contingent expenses for the year. Tochnmaportance cannot be placed upon the organiradioour militia, in order
that efficiency may be attained, and that a mijitapirit may be infused into our citizens. It cahbe expected that volunteers
will drill and parade without arms. For these reasol recommended last year a military tax for reharmories and the
purchase of arms. We should, therefore, have at l2dundred thousand stands of arms distributedrayrour militia; instead
of this there are not three thousand, and manyhese are of antique style and character, of btlelitse for modern warfare.

http://lwww.yubaroots.com/Civil%20War/record.htm

At the outbreak of the Civil War, the Western Statere effectively walled off from the East Coagtistance, by the Rocky
Mountains, by the deserts in the Great Basin, badrtighty Sierra Nevada Mountain range. Accegs fitee Southern states
was relatively easy however, through the southeater, shown in blue. Has California come into tlnal®Var with the
Confederate States the Confederates would haveodedtall of the territories West of the Rockerg's well as the entire
Pacific Coast of North America. All of the considele resources and assets associated with thdamdshass would have been
available to bolster and finance the Confederateeffart. Once California sided with Lincoln andcetinion effort all of this
was lost. It was their inability to adequately fica the war that ultimately led to the collapséhefconfederacy.
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State Capitals of California

San Jose Vallejo Benicia
1849 1852 1853
Sacramento San Francisco Sacramento
1854 1862 1869

Article published Irish newspapers following thed@ation of the Downey bust at Downey City Hall.

The City of Downey Honors Their Founder

Bronze Bust of John Gately Downey Unveiled

December 7, 2010 DOWNEY CALIFORNIA: Precisely, tve tone hundred and sixtieth anniversary of hivalrin Los
Angeles, the City of Downey unveiled a bronze thestoring their city’s founder, John Gately Downéghn Downey was born
and raised in Castlesampson, in the parish of Tragbnnell, just west of Athlone. The likeness of/&aor Downey, that was
unveiled, matches exactly the bust dedicated toilifraughmaconnell just seven weeks prior. The ilingein Downey was
timed to coincide with the swearing in of the newadr of the city and the new City Council. The ftwdt this date also marked
the anniversary of his arrival was an unintendetdgbeatly appreciated coincidence. So impressivea was John Downey that
the naming of this city in the heart of Los Angesunty for him would not have ranked near thedbhis impressive list of
accomplishments. However, but for the fact thatdihewas named for him, he would undoubtedly hiaegked away completely
in the fog of history.

Former Mayor and current councilman, Mario Guented in his remarks that the impetus to honor @aweDowney here was
initially inspired by a conversation that he hadhwesene O’Sullivan, a representative from the Taatonnell Heritage Group,
here in California, telling him about their plamsttonor John Downey with a bronze bust in his piegbe. Deeply interested in
the history of Downey, Mayor Guerra immediately aebut presenting his idea to do something sirtdlahe City Council for
their consideration. Mayor Guerra’s recommendatias met with unanimous approval, and, on NovemBeRQ09, the city-
appointed Art in Public Places Committee recommdrttiat the next art project in the City of Downéysld be a statue
dedicated to Governor Downey. Community Servicee®@or, Thad Phillips, was then asked to recomnaeoadnsultant
specializing in public art who would provide a cestimate and recommend qualified artists to coenfuetthe job. This
ultimately led to Mark Rode, the sculpture who tedahe Bronze bust for the Taughmaconnell groemdcommissioned to
cast a similar bronze for the City of Downey.

Recalling his first impressions upon his arrivaLws Angeles County in December of 1850, John Dgwm®te, “Los Angeles
was the most pock marked town your ever saw. Baittuntry was lovely The month was December anddlaers were in
bloom, and the appearance of the whole county wastiful. | made up my mind to stay here” Fittinglye unveiling took
place under crystal clear blue skies, with tempeegin the low eighties, and flowers were blooméwvgrywhere, just as John
Downey had described it himself one hundred anty yars earlier.

The unveiling ceremony began with a bagpiper plgyrselection of Irish airs. That was followed bg tnvocation given by
Rev. Msgr. David O’Leary, who hails from County €oA flag salute was then conducted by Mr. Johnc€éimt, president of the
Downey Historical Society. The Honorary Consul Gahef Ireland in Los Angeles, Mr. Finbar Hill, folved with some
remarks and recounted many of the remarkable aeimients realized by John Downey during his lifetie. Hill, a County
Cork native, also mentioned the financial difficestthat were being experienced by both IrelandGaildornia at the present
moment in time. He noted, optimistically, that hasvconfident that both Ireland and California woloddh emerge from this
difficult period and regain footing in the neardtg. Following additional comments by current Mapmne Bayer, Mayor Pro
Tem, Luis Marquez, Councilmen David Gafin and Rdgeyssmer, the ceremonial unveiling took place.
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The bust was placed prominently outside the mairaene to City Hall and in a location where evegyavho enters through the
main entrance will come in contact with it. A plagustalled below Governor Downey’s image read®bmws:

Seventh Governor of California and the first ofeign birth. Born
June 24, 1827 in County Roscommon, Ireland. Immigratetht®
United States in 1842. Settled in Los Angeles eehrly 1850’s
where he was active in business, local and statergment.
Governor (1860-62) during commencement of the GMalr and
preserved California in the Union. His banking aaittoad influence
helped build the economic foundation of Southerlif@aia. A
founder of the University of Southern Californidaty®f Downey
named in his honor in 1873. Died March 1, 1894.

* Article published in a number of Irish newspaf@towing the
event.

From: Perre Magness
Sent: Friday, December 10, 2010 11:50 AM

To: ejosull@sbcglobal.net

Subject: John Downey

Mr. O'Sullivan - -

| was surprised and interested in youetett wrote to the Downey Historical Society a tiequest of my father,
who became interested in geneology as he got olderMacFarland ancestors were the most interggtianch of the family. |
will tell you what | know about James Porter Mad&ad.

The first MacFarlands in the United Statese brothers, John Porter (1740-1824) and ThorAadighland Scots, they
hated the British, and arrived just in time to shiin the Continental Army and fight at YorktowRor their army service they
were given land grants in what would become Tereeesgohn came over the Appalachians with thedetters of Fort
Nashboro (now Nashville) in 1782. He married Nakt®nees, daughter of another pioneer. Their Sames Menees
MacFarland, was the second white child born at Raghboro in 1784.

They moved to his land grant in Wilsoru@ty in 1803. Their son James Menees MacFamraardied Dicey (short for
Euridyce) Bilbro, and had nine children. Jamegdétavas born in 1820. He and his brother John hmses from Tennessee to
Philadelphia, and graduated from the Philadelphegligal School. | have a portrait of him done ia 1840s, his medical
degree, and his mortar and pestle.

James went to California in the 1849 gaishr, intending to be a doctor not a miner, andapgarently paid in gold. My
Uncle Alfred MacFarland, a great storyteller, sdide went to California to do good, and he done.Wele practiced medicine
in California, opened the drug store on the plazlads Angeles with John Downey, and invested iml lenseveral states. He
served in the California legislature. For somesosahe decided to return to Tennessee in 1859injtishe for the Civil War.

But he didn't fight. He married Eulalia Jane LoadedCowan and had children in 1861, 1863, 1865,18869, 1871, and 1875,
so he certainly wasn't far from home.
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The first child was a daughter named Jieprfien he proceded to have six sons. One of thedied in infancy. When he
died in 1901, he left land in Texas to two of lees, buildings in downtown Nashville to two soasd the original farm in
Wilson County to my grandfather, Lonsdale PortecFeland. My father, also named Lonsdale MacFarlartrited the farm;
my sister and | sold the farm after his death i84L9No one had ever owned the land except tharsdand the MacFarlands.

James Porter MacFarland's first son wasedainhn Downey, and Governor Downey was his goeifathohn Downey
MacFarland also got a medical degree, from Phitdda] | believe. His godfather took him on a tipund the world; | have a
large scrapbook with pictures of Egypt and Sytie (ind of large print sold to tourists, not onlesttthey personally took) that
comes from that trip, but | do not know the dalehn Downey MacFarland died young, having movefirkansas to practice
medicine, and was never married.

| would be very interested in any imf@tion you have about the partnership with GoveBmwrney. | seem to
remember seeing a picture of the store on the pagame California history book, and found selvegterences in California
history books. | am particularly interested aslahistorian, having written ten books about tis¢olny of Memphis, Tennessee,
also a weekly newspaper column about local hidtargixteen years.

I wish | knew more - about how James tradeb California, how exactly he lived while he vthsre, his service in the
legislature. But | hope this gives you a bit mimfermation.

Sincerely,

Perre MacFarland

James Porter MacFarland's first son was namedDotumey, and Governor Downey was his godfather.n Idbwney
MacFarland also got a medical degree, from Phitdda] | believe. His godfather took him on a ipund the world; | have a
large scrapbook with pictures of Egypt and Syt (tind of large print sold to tourists, not onleattthey personally took) that
comes from that trigput | do not know the date John Downey MacFarland died young, having mdeetirkansas to practice
medicine, and was never married.

Los Angeles Rail, YouTube videdttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v6YZJW7zUJ8

cxlix

Downey extended Family tree
Denis Downey Grandfather of John Gately Downey. (Honest Jack)
Born Castlesampson town land, South County Roscamimgland., 1734.

Died September 20th, 1796. Aged 62 years.

Dennis Downey father of John Gately Downey.
Born Castlesampson town land, South County Roscamingland. 1795

Died in Castlesampson in1837. Aged 42 years.

Bridget Gately Downey, the mother of John Gately Downey.
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Born 1790, County Roscommon Ireland, Died Bryamtdwaryland September 20th. 1857 aged 67 years

Mary Martin , step sister to John Gately Downey.

Born in south County Roscommon, Ireland. Dateighlunconfirmed but believed to be 1818. Died Brtyavn Maryland,
January 17th. 1855. Aged, about 37 years

Winifred Martin , stepsister of John Gately Downey.

Born in South County Roscommon Ireland, Born Apfith.1819. Died in Bryantown Maryland April 4tt897. Aged 78 years

Patrick Downey, oldest sibling of John Gately Downey.
Born in Castlesampson town land, South County Raswan Ireland, 1820.
Died in Los Angeles California, 1867

The year of his birth, taken from his headstone matybe accurate. It's likely that he was boreiddhen the date shown. Aged,
47 years or so.

Walter Harvey, brother in law to John Gately Downey, born in Gg@in 1820, died 1861 in Los Angeles Californiathee
age of 41 years. .

John Gately Downey Seventh Governor of California.
Born Castlesampson town land, South County Roscamimgland. June 24th, 1827.

Died Los Angeles California March 1st, 1894. Agédy@ars.

Eleanor Downey Martin, Sister of John Gately Downey.
Born in Castlesampson town land , South County 8oseon Ireland, on September 8th, 1828.

Died in San Francisco California on July 6th, 192&ed 100 years.

Edward Martin, husband of Eleanor Downey, brother-in-law of Jolate®y Downey

Born in Enniscorty County Wexford Ireland in 1819.

Died in San Francisco California, in 1880. Agetl y@éars.
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Annie Downey Donahugsister of John Gately Downey.
Born in Castlesampson town land , South County 8osaon Ireland, 1837.

Died in San Francisco California on December 13618Aged 60 years
Peter Donahueg husband of Annie Downey, brother-in-law of Johat&dy Downey.
Born in Glasgow Scotland of Irish parents on Jaypdath, 1822.

Died in San Francisco November 26th,1885. AgegeiBs.

Rose V Kelley second wife to John Gately Downey.

Born in Ireland in 1845. Died in Los Angeles Cadifia, on December 6th. 1892. Aged 47 years.

Maria J Guiardo, John Gately Downey'’s first wife, born, 1837.

Died tragically in the Tehachapi train disastanuary 20th, 1883. Aged 46 years.

John Downey Harvey (1860-1947) nephew of John Downey and first bavitd to Eleanor Downey

Mary Harvey, (1862-1867) niece to John Downey, and first ang daughter born to Eleanor Downey

Andrew Martin, nephew to John Downey and first born son to sEkeanor and Edward Martin 1870-1899

Peter Martin, nephew to John Downey ,second born son to sid¢anor and Edward Martin1871-1915

Walter Martin, nephew to John Downey, the third born son to sEteanor and Edward Martin(1874-1957

“The Irish Experience on the West Coast in the EarlyDays.

John Downeymore than anyone else epitomized the Irish expesiem the West Coast of America during the Statesicy.
The Irish experience on the West coast was conipléiféerent then that experienced by those Iridipvgettled in the Eastern
Cities. Because the Spanish, and the Mexicares #fem, were all Catholics, the Irish fit into tfae west and the southwest
very easily. Neither the Spanish nor the Mexicanstéd Anglos and this gave the Irish a prefertatis. Many of the great
ranchos grants were put into trusted Irish handsrasult. Nowhere is that more evident than inmthkthern part of the state.
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Downey’s status as the first Irish born governoawmfAmerican state made him the preeminent Irishofidime era The fact that
he returned to his home base in Los Angeles adt@irgy his term as governor, still a very young pfamwas just 34 years of
age, extended his influence over that most impodéall generations, the one immediately followihg civil war.

In that same generatioBugene Casserlyfrom Mullingar in county Westmeath was a US Sen&itbm California. Casserly

was a great supporter of Governor Downey and thay Welong friends and allies. Another US Sen&tom California in that
period waslohn Conness He was one of Downey'’s rivals within the Demadicr®arty. Senator Conness was from Portumna in
County Galway. It was Senator Conness who carhiedegislation that created Yosemite Park. Moumtrigss in the park is

his permanent monument for that achievement.

Jim Fair, one of the four Irish Bonanza King€ldckey, Fair, Flood and McLaughlin) of Comstock fame served as a US
Senator from Nevada. Fair is buried alongside DgwnéHoly Cross Cemetery in Colma CA.

When he became the Mayor of San Francisco durisigséime time periodirank McCoppin from County Longford became
the first Irish born Mayor of a major American city

Jasper O’Farrell, also from County Longford, but educated in Duptlasigned and surveyed the streets of San Francise
alone is responsible for surveying most of theddemnd holdings (ranchos) in the northern parhefdtate, and it was he who
laid out many of the other charter cities around Beaancisco Bay. His character and his integrityens® revered that an
affidavit signed by him ended the political careéCalifornia’s first US Senatalohn C Freemont O’Farrell also served in the
state legislature.

The first police chief of San Francisco wdalachi Fallon from Athlone County Roscommon.

In the Southland, two of Downey’s greet Irish comnjpds wereMathew Keller from County Cork, and thBen Brothers from
Kilkenny. Keller settled Malibu and Topanga Cany@tile the Den’s settled much of what is today'sitdaBarbara.

When the missions were secularized, Nicholas Dechased the Mission Santa Barbra and the adjolaimd, Later he donated
it back to the church.

Those Amazing Donahue Boys

Peter Donahue was married to Anna Downey in 186&.0hion merged two of the great families in e&blfifornia history.
Anna’s brother, John Downey, was one of the mdhiential people in the development of the Los ArgeBasin and Peter
Donahue was likewise, one of the major visionarigfe development of the San Francisco Bay Aregether, their foresight
and energy shaped the State of California for geiwers to come.

Read: Iron Men by Douglas Dillon. The story of henahue Brothers
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HOW CALIFORNIA WAS KEPT IN THE UNION & THE CITY OF ANGELS WAS BUILT
THE STORY OF JOHN GATELY DOWNEY
by Mark Calney, December 15, 2001

Most Americans know absolutely nothing about what occurred in California during the U.S. Civil War, or if California
was even a state at that time. After all, there were no major battles fought there. In 1860, San Francisco could
barely be called a city, and Los Angeles was merely a tiny, land-locked, cow town. There were no modern ports,
transportation systems, schools, communications, or other infrastructure that one might find in the Eastern cities of
the time. Hollywood would have to wait for more than fifty years to be invented. Yet, without California being held in
the Union, against national and international efforts to break her away, the Western flank of President Lincoln’s
armies would not be the Pacific Ocean, but rather, at best, the Rocky Mountains. What happened in California
created a crucial basis for the Union victory, and thereby the continued existence of the republics of both the United
States and Mexico.

Though most historians cite Leland Stanford as the “Civil War Governor” of California, it was the Irish-born John
Gately Downey who was singularly responsible for keeping California in the Union, against what otherwise would
have been a pro-Confederate domination of the state and region. Additionally, it was Downey who, after the Civil
War, lead the political organizing which created Los Angeles as a major urban center and U.S. gateway to the Pacific
Rim. To achieve those goals, Downey provided real leadership, that included acting against his own political party,
knowing it would cost him any future political “career.” He did not practice the present day politics of the pragmatic
politician — the consummate, gutless arbiter of compromise and spin, who, in his shameless pursuit of the “popularity
of the polls,” loses his soul and any hope that he could positively affect history. This is a lesson that should not be
lost on the “practical politicians” and citizens of today. If today’s California Governor, Gray Davis, were in need of a
homegrown, role model to deal with the current infrastructure and political crisis facing the state, the Civil War
Democrat, Governor John Downey, would provide an excellent example.

The British threat to California

In order to appreciate the actions of Downey and his allies, in their efforts to keep California, Oregon and the Pacific
Coast territory in the Union, it is crucial to understand the historical efforts of the British Empire to control this area.
Strategically, if the Confederates or their allies had been able to control or neutralize California, then the Western
flank of the Union forces, beginning essentially at the Missouri River, would not have been secure. The oligarchic
strategists of the British Empire knew that, in order to continue and extend their domination of Asia and the Americas,
they had to contain the spread of the American System of government and economics. Stopping that American
Manifest Destiny, which was not merely some simple idea of a territorial imperative, meant an imperial domination of
the Pacific Coast.

The earliest published designs of British interest in California occurred in 1839 with the publication of History of
California by Alexander Forbes, the British Vice-Consul at Tepic, the capital city of Mexico’s western State of Nayarit.
Read widely in the US and Britain, as a popular history of the state, Forbes was forthright about his intent to organize
the colonization of California with British subjects. In a proposal that will sound all to familiar to the current citizens of
Brazil and other Ibero-American nations today, Forbes proposed that Mexico cede their province of California to the
British as exchange for payment of a $50,000,000 debt of Mexican bonds held by British investors. The creditors
would be organized into a company, similar to the British East India Company, to exercise sovereign control over
California.

The basis of Forbes’ proposal stems from an official agreement entered into by Britain and Mexico in 1837. The
terms of the agreement provided that English holders of bonds, in lieu of cash payments, would be given land.
During the summer of 1841, Sir Richard Pakenham, the British Minister to Mexico, wrote:

| believe there is no part of the world offering greater natural advantages for the establishment of an English colony
than the province of Upper California; while its commanding position on the Pacific, its fine harbours, its forests of
excellent timber for ship building as well as for every other purpose, appear to me to render it by all means desirable
from a political point of view, that California, once ceasing to belong to Mexico, should not fall into the hands of any
power but England;
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American sentiments to such a proposition were far from congenial, as the Baltimore American wrote at the time:

The vast indebtedness of Mexico to Great Britain is well known. As a convenient mode of canceling her obligations,
nothing is more probable than that the former would willingly part with a territory which she cannot occupy, and to
which, in the course of things, she could not long extend even a nominal claim. The policy of the British government
looks toward nothing more favorable than to the acquisition of territory in different parts of the world. The possession
of California would strengthen her in carrying out her pretensions to the Oregon country, which she not only claims,
but already occupies by the agency of trading companies. The whole coast of the Pacific would thus be in the grasp
of a powerful nation — a nation that never lets slip an occasion of extending the limits of her domains. To make the
Rocky Mountains the boundary of the United States on the west; to hold the spacious valley between the ridge and
the ocean, running down to the bottom of the peninsula of California, thus possession the seaboard, by means of
which the commerce with China and the East Indies would be secured to British interests — this would be an
attainment worthy of no small effort on the part of Great Britain.

Similar anti-British articles regarding California appeared in the American press over the next several years. British
actions began to prove the charges accurate.

In September 1842, Commodore Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, head of the Pacific Squadron of the U.S. Navy was
stationed in the harbor of Callao, Peru when he received a dispatch from John Parott, the American Consul at
Mazatlan, Mexico. Parrott had been led to believe that war between the U.S. and Mexico had started. This was
coupled with rumors that Mexico, supposedly having declared war, was about to cede California to Great Britain. If
the British Pacific fleet, under the command of Admiral Thomas, was to be prevented from seizing California, Jones
had to move fast. Without having had direct communication with Washington for nine months, Commodore Jones,
after consulting with the U.S. Chargé at Lima and his own officers, acted on his responsibility and ordered his fleet to
make full speed to Monterey, the acting-capital and major port of California. En route, Jones wrote a dispatch to the
Secretary of Navy stating:

The Creole affair, the question of the right of search, the mission of Lord Ashburton, . . . the well founded rumor of a
cession of the Californias, and lastly the secret movements of the English naval force in this quarter . . . have all
occurred since the date of your last dispatch. Consequently | am without instructions . . . upon what | consider a vital
question to the United States . . . [namely] the occupation of California by Great Britain under a secret treaty with
Mexico.

On October 19", the U.S. frigate United States and the sloop Cyane entered Monterey harbor. Twenty-four hours
after seizing control of the town and declaring U.S. occupation, and having verified no presence of a British threat,
Jones returned Monterey to its local inhabitants.

Jones’ concerns were not without foundation. For months preceding this incident, Waddy Thompson, the American
Minister in Mexico City, had been sending messages to Daniel Webster, the Secretary of State, and President Tyler,
about British intrigues over California. On July 30, 1842, Thompson wrote the following to Webster:

I have information upon which | can rely that an agent of this government is now in England negotiating for the sale,
or what is precisely the same things, the mortgage of Upper California, for the loan of fifteen millions.

The imperialist designs of the British Empire had been in the works for some time. Three months earlier, during
March 1842, a letter was posted to the British Cabinet from Honolulu, Hawaii. It's author was Sir George Simpson,
head of the Hudson Bay Company, which had recently extended its Oregon-based interests into California and had
established a trading post in San Francisco. Concerning California, he wrote:

This country from its natural advantages, possessing, as it does, the finest harbor in the Northern Pacific, in the Bay
of San Francisco . . . might become invaluable to Great Britain as an outlet to her surplus population, as a stronghold
and protection of her commerce and interests in these seas . . . and as the principal people in the country and indeed
the whole population seem anxious to be released from the Republic of Mexico . . . | have reason to believe they
would require very little encouragement to declare their independence of Mexico and place themselves under the
protection of Great Britain. Indeed it has been communicated to me, confidentially, and | feel authorized to say that
the presence of a British cruiser on the coast with a private assurance of protection from Great Britain and
appointments being given to the present higher authorities and officials which would not involve a larger sum than a
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few thousand pounds per annum, would be sufficient inducement to declare themselves independent of Mexico and
claim the protection of Great Britain.

On January 30, 1843, Waddy Thompson communicated the status of the situation to the U.S. government:

I know that England has designs on California and has actually made a treaty with Mexico securing to British
creditors the right to lands there in payment of their debts and that England will interpose this treaty in the way of a
cession of California and that in ten years she will own the country.

All of the subsequent successors in charge of the US legation in Mexico, communicated identical concerns to
Washington over the danger of British control of California.

On July 10, 1845, a dispatch was sent from Monterey, California to the State Department of James Buchanan
(received in Washington in October) by Thomas O. Larkin concerning British activities in California. Larkin would also
become the chief source of intelligence on California for Senator John Calhoun and his Southern partisans, such as
William Gwin. Larkin’s dispatch outlined the role of the Hudson Bay Company and the appointment of a British agent
who would operate in a consular capacity to undertake secret plans against the U.S. in California.

That British agent was James Alexander Forbes (the nephew of Alexander Forbes, who had written the History of
California), a Scottish-born British subject who had first arrived in California in 1826, and later returned as British
Consul stationed at the Mission Santa Clara. One of his communications to his uncle, the British Consul, in Tepic on
September 4, 1844 stated:

| feel myself in duty bound to prevent this fine country from falling into the hands of any other foreign power than that
of England. | repeat that it is impossible for Mexico to hold California for a much longer period, and if the Govt. of
Great Britain can with honor to itself and without giving umbrage to Mexico, extend its protection to California. . .

While Forbes spent his time zealously organizing local juntas in the region which were favorable to the British,
Mexican diplomatic representatives were meeting in London with their counterparts discussing various schemes to
thwart United State’s influence on the Pacific Coast. One proposal was that if war broke out between America and
Mexico, then Britain, while seeming to remain a peaceful non-participant, would be made custodian of California.
Another called for the cession of 50,000,000 acres of California land to a British company. However, the one design
which had the longest operational effect was put forward by Lord Aberdeen (George Hamilton-Gordon), head of the
Foreign Office. It entailed the establishment of an independent government in California that would be recognized by
Mexico and guaranteed by France and Great Britain. Aside from any short term alliances that Britain made with
Mexico, its long term interests can be seen in the 1844-45 Micheltorena revolt and the more famous “Bear Flag
Revolt” led by the scurrilous U.S. Captain John C. Fremont in 1846 which had proclaimed a “California Republic.”

In 1846, the influential American Whig Review, wrote that British designs on California so threatened the security of
the United States that Britain must be prevented from such actions under any circumstance. The republican
approach to solving this problem was typified by John Quincy Adams, who had proposed that the United States
purchase Upper California from Mexico, similar to the Louisiana Purchase. But any such reasonable proposal was
destroyed by the advent of the Mexican-American War.

When President Polk began the Mexican-American War in 1846, Congressman Abraham Lincoln was correct in
attacking the action as an unwarranted aggression whose purpose was to expand slave interests in the U.S.
westward, via occupied Mexican territory. Those “slave interests,” of course, included the British who, at the
beginning of the conflict, in June of 1846, dispatched their Pacific fleet under Admiral Seymour from San Blas to
California. However, on July 7, 1846, the aspirations of the British and the founders of the “California Republic”
evaporated when U.S. Commodore Sloat landed his men in Monterey, lowered the “Bear Flag,” and took formal
possession of California. When Admiral Seymour arrived in Monterey, he saw the American flag flying over the town
and American war ships in the harbor. British strategy towards California, like Seymour’s fleet, changed its course,
but not its objective.

“The World Rushed In”
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The republican elite of the United States, had long understood the threat posed to the republic by foreign designs on
control of the Pacific Coast of North America, especially those of the Britain Empire. It was well know by Whig Party
leaders, such as Henry Clay, that the domestic “secessionist movement,” which centered around the alliance of
Northern, New York-based, financial houses and the Southern, plantation “aristocracy,” was entirely the fabrication of
British operations, all united around their battle cry of “Free Trade,” otherwise know as slavery.[1]

One of the main tactics used to counter this threat, as witnessed earlier in the case of Marcus Whitman and the
opening of the Oregon Trail during the 1830s, was to move a significant number of citizens to the West Coast
territories. In opposition to the fraud of Free Trade, all American System economy proponents, such as Clay, knew
that the generative source of ALL wealth was not located in any material substance, per se, but rather in the creative
potentials of the human mind and its demonstrated ability to alter nature through scientific and technological
advancement. More citizens on the West Coast represented the increased ability to thwart foreign designs, as well
as, the increased potential to generate new wealth and commerce (domestic and international) for the nation. The
discovery of gold by John Marshall at John Sutter’s mill in Coloma, during January 1848, which sparked what became
the California “Gold Rush,” with much support of the American republican leadership, proved this principle. What
created California’s wealth, which today ranks it as the world’s seventh largest economy, was not the mining and
production of gold, though California did lead the world in gold production for some years after the Rush, but rather its
development of infrastructure, advanced agriculture, and later the aerospace related industries.

When John Marshall brought his discovery to Colonel Richard B. Mason, the Military Governor, in Monterey, it was Lt.
William T. Sherman, later of Civil War fame and then Mason’s Chief of Staff, who examined the mineral specimens
and determined them to be gold. Sherman assisted Mason in drafting the famous report issued to President Polk that
would initiate the Gold Rush. The magnitude and speed of California’s emigration in this period, stoked by the “get
rich quick” stories of gold-fever carried in the Eastern U.S. press which precipitated the rush in early 1849, is
legendary. During the first week of February 1849, fifty ships sailed from American ports bound for San Francisco,
and within six weeks 17,000 people had book passage to the Golden State from the Atlantic and Gulf cities. Before
the end of the year, 230 American vessels had reached the harbors of California. Additionally, more than 35,000
people traveled the rugged overland routes to California in 1849. The population growth was impressive. In 1846,
the estimated population of California was about 9,000 (with 900 being “foreigners”), and by 1852 the state census
recorded 264,435 residents.

It was also the Gold Rush migration that brought together a group of Eastern Democrats, many of whom were of Irish
heritage, who became friends during those days. Later, they would become the organized, political leadership that
worked with the Lincoln Republicans to keep California in the Union and free of foreign domination. As we shall see
later in this report, it was known by people such as John Downey that the ultimate purpose of unleashing a civil war in
the United States was to reestablish the rule of the European oligarchy throughout the Americas.

The future leaders of California headed West to seek their own fortunes. John Downey, born In 1827 in
Castlesampson, County Roscommon, Ireland and arriving in America in 1841, escaped the British-orchestrated
genocide against Ireland, often referred to as the “Great Potato Famine,” which murdered over 1.5 million Irish. After
employment as a pharmacist in Washington, D.C., Cincinnati, Ohio and then in Vicksburg, Mississippi, Downey
landed in San Francisco in 1849 with “ten dollars and a gold watch.”

After a brief experience of the miserable conditions of panning for gold in the wilderness of the Californian mountains,
Downey decided that his future laid rather in serving the host of gold-fever emigrants. However, during his brief gold
mining venture, as he was working the river, Downey bumped pans with David C. Broderick, who would latter play a
key role in the events that led him to occupy the Governor's Mansion.

Downey soon moved back to San Francisco to work in a wholesale drug firm. In 1850, when California was admitted
into the Union, John Downey headed for the small, Southern California pueblo of Los Angeles.

Broderick vs. Gwin

Throughout the decade of the 1850s, from California’s admission into the Union until the eve of the Civil War, the two
leading figures which emerged to thwart the designs of the British/Confederate conspiracy to severe the Pacific Coast
from any permanent alliance to the Union were Edward D. Baker and David Broderick. The primary opposition to
them, and Broderick in particular, was led by the Mississippi slave-holder turned leader of the pro-Southern faction of
California’s Democratic Party, William McKendree Gwin.
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Gwin arrived in San Francisco in June of 1849, along with the rising tide of gold-fever immigrants. But Gwin’s
objectives were not pursuit of the ‘mother lode’ but to become the first Senator sent to Washington from California.
Gwin was no newcomer to politics, and arrived as the Southern aristocracy’s ambassador and point man on the West
Coast. He grew up in Tennessee as a neighbor of Andrew Jackson and would become his protégé. Having earned
himself degrees in law and medicine, in 1831, when Jackson became President, Gwin moved into the White House to
become the President’s personal secretary. Under the patronage of Jackson, Gwin moved to Mississippi to gain his
fortune and political position, as the newly appointed U.S. Marshal of the southern portion of that state. This included
the acquisition of a plantation and slaves, which he never relinquished, and a Congressional seat in the Mississippi
delegation. Gwin would eventually lose that seat to a young, fire-eating Democrat named Jefferson Davis.

While Gwin was sipping mint juleps on his Mississippi verandah, immersed in reading the feudal romances of his
favorite writer, Sir Walter Scott, David Colbreth Broderick was honing his craft of street-wise politics in New York City
and studying his favorite poet Percy Shelley.

Broderick had been born in Washington, D.C. in 1820, where his family had moved from Ireland. His father, a skilled
stone cutter, had been contracted in Ireland by an agent of the American government to do the decorative work in the
interior of the national Capitol Building in Washington. When the work was finished, the Broderick family moved to
New York City. There, Broderick took up his father’s trade of stone cutting.

A friend of his mother, Townsend Harris, took young David under his wing. Harris was active in New York’s
Democratic Party, the president of the New York board of education (1846-48), and founder of City College. Harris
took Broderick away from his manual labor by setting him up to manage a local saloon. There, under Harris’
direction, Broderick had the time to learn to love books, especially the poet and supporter of the American Republic,
Percy Shelley. In 1855, Harris was appointed by President Pierce to become the consul general to Japan, the first
U.S. diplomat to that nation, after it was opened up by Commodore Matthew Perry. As minister, Harris organized the
signing of the first trade treaty between the U.S. and Japan in 1859, which included protective tariff measures for
Japan.

With Harris’ influence and the education of running a political saloon, Broderick was soon elected to represent a Ward
at Tammany Hall. After an unsuccessful run for the US Congress in 1846, due to the sabotage of the corrupt
elements of his own Democratic Party, he headed to California, during the Gold Rush. He vowed to his friends that
he would return as a Senator from a new California State.

William Gwin’s transport to San Francisco in June of 1849, was part of a broader strategy of the American, treason
faction to capture California for the “Southern cause,” from the moment of its expectant statehood. This faction of the
California Democratic Party appropriately became know as the “Chivalry” (or “Chiv”), a mythical set of attributes
gleaned form the novels of the anti-American Sir Walter Scott. Gwin’s “political stature,” and notably his friends in
Washington, immediately made him a delegate to the California Constitutional Convention.

The convention began meeting in September 1849 at Colton Hall in Monterey, and by November the forty-eight
delegates put their signatures to the new Constitution of the State of California. Much to the dismay of today’s
‘English only’ advocates, the constitution was not only written in both English and Spanish, but it required that all
major legislation had be written in both languages (this was ended when a new constitution was adopted in 1879).
The convention was a success, though to the anguish of the Chivalry, who subsequently and repeatedly acted to
circumvent and abolish the law, the following amendment was introduced by the 27 year-old delegate born in Ireland,
William E. Shannon, and adopted: “Slavery is prohibited. Involuntary servitude is prohibited except to punish crime.”

Two months later, a newly elected State Legislature met in the temporary capital of San Jose to vote for the two
people who would represent California in the U.S. Senate. The populist leader of the Bear Flag Revolt, John C.
Fremont, was overwhelmingly elected on the first ballot, but was given the two-year term, while William Gwin was
selected for on the third ballot for the longer, six-year term as Senator. Though nominally an abolitionist, which to the
credulous would appear to balance Gwin’s Chivalry, Fremont’s politics were as shallow as his intellect, and his desire
to serve mankind stopped at the tip of his nose.

The Committee of Vigilance

When California was accepted into the Union in 1850, Gwin and his Sancho Panza sidekick, Fremont, marched off to
Washington to represent the state. But, there was much alarm among “Southern strategists” over the growing
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influence of Broderick and his unending attacks on what he termed the “rose water Democrats” of the Chivalry. After
all, Broderick had been elected, in April of 1851, as president pro tem of the California State Senate, and his
“republican rabble,” especially in the major urban center of the state, San Francisco, were steadily increasing their
political clout. Hence, in that city on June 9, 1851, the first Jacobin uprising in the state was initiated with the
formation of the Committee of Vigilance. Publicly, the Committee claimed that they, “the citizens,” had to take the law
into their own hands to protect themselves against “criminal foreigners” (the primary scapegoats at the time being
Chileans and Australians) and corrupt government officials, through mob lynching and anything else they deemed
necessary.

Popular and often inaccurate California historians, such as Hubert H. Bancroft and the more contemporary
revisionists, have attempted to describe the recurring establishment of the Committee of Vigilance as some kind of
natural, sociological phenomena and generally portray it as an unfortunate necessity of the period. This is all bunk.
Such representations are, at best, grossly incompetent, and reminiscent of Woodrow Wilson’s “historical” scribblings
which heaped fawning praise on the establishment of the first Ku Klux Klan, while actively cheer-leading its
reincarnation in 1915 from the Oval Office. The California Jacobins of the 1850s, like today’s modern terrorist
movements, are not the product of some elusive “sociological phenomena.”

Just as Lord Shelburne had directed British control over the Jacobins in 1789 to murder the French, republican
collaborators of Benjamin Franklin, least there be a repeat of the American Revolution in Europe, Gwin’s Chivalry
used the Committee of Vigilance to destroy Broderick and his allies, and to ultimately attempt an armed secessionist
coup.

Broderick wasted no time, or words, in responding to this threat. A “Law and Order” opposition organization was
established and Broderick issued a mass handbill, which stated, “Shall we tolerate in this enlightened age a Danton,
a Robespierre or a Fource, and the paraphernalia of a secret inquisition for the suppression of our laws and courts?”
The Committee had a fit when Broderick named the names, and identified the specific illegal actions, of the secret
order’s leadership.

Just as the British were using the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry in the Eastern U.S. to
subvert the republic and create what became the Confederacy, in San Francisco the fact that the leadership of the
Committee of Vigilance overlapped with local Freemasons and the Chivalry was not exactly top secret. The
manuscript reminiscences of one member, G.W. Ryckman, state that the first organization was called the ‘San
Francisco Regulators’ and then the Committee of Vigilance of 1851, and that it was “a good deal like a Free Mason’s
Lodge.”

The nominal leader of this Committee was Sam Brannan, a unscrupulous profiteer and self-appointed leader (and
collector of tithes) of the California Mormons. He had arrived from New York with his Mormon flock of two hundred, in
1846, as part of a larger Mormon colonization operation. The plan, coordinated by the top Mormon Elders, and
discussed with some leaders in Washington under the guise of securing “patriotic” control of California, envisioned
moving to California some ten to twelve thousand Mormon’s then in Nauvoo, lllinois, and an additional forty thousand
from the British Isles.

The Committee took charge of the city. Their armed goons patrolled the streets and harbor, turned away undesirable
immigrants, and arrested whom they chose. Their spies and informants created fear among the population, least
anyone would speak ill of the Committee and suffer the consequences of the “people’s court.” Its symbol was the all-
seeing Masonic eye, which, like George Orwell's Big Brother, appeared on posters throughout the city. The
Committee issued a proclamation as to how far they would go in their armed insurrection to serve their master’s
mission of preventing any republican influence in California:

Should the order-loving portion of the citizens of Sacramento City, Stockton, Pueblo de San Jose, Monterey,
Marysville, and all other towns and cities of the State find it necessary, they are invited to form themselves into
Committees of Vigilance, for purposes set forth in the Constitution of the Committee of Vigilance of San Francisco.

The Object of Formation of these committees is moreover for the purpose of corresponding with each other, so as to
be able to mark and notice the movements of all disorderly and suspicious characters. By vigilance we may succeed
in driving from our midst those who have become so baneful and obnoxious to our committees.
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During the insurrection, where was California’s most prominent lawgiver, the Honorable Senator William Gwin, whose
voice could have quelled, if not completely stopped, the mob rule of the Committee? He uttered not one word against
the Committee, and he could not be found during the entire affair.

Ultimately, it was the personal courage of David Broderick and his Irish “b’hoys” who publicly showed down Brannan
and a Committee-led mob of 10,000 which been had mobilized for a lynching. Protected by a small band of perhaps
as many as fifty of his “b'hoys” against the fury of the mob, Broderick repeatedly, and at length, denounced the crowd
for their degenerate barbarism and immoral bloodlust. The moral and physical courage of Broderick and his small
band, who, against great numbers, literally beat back the mob, succeed in breaking the Committee’s tyrannical
control of the city. However, this would not be the last of the Committee of Vigilance.

Stemming the Westward Tide of Slavery

During 1852, Gwin and his Chivalry escalated their efforts to capture California as a slave state. Early in the year, the
California State Legislature received a petition signed by 1,218 citizens of South Carolina and Florida requesting
permission to emigrate to California along with thousands of their slaves. Unfortunately, the governor, John Bigler, a
copperhead Democrat from Pennsylvania, openly endorsed the petition and stated that anyone opposed to the
spread of slavery was “governed by a spirit of disaffection towards the Union.”[2] Now, all those Southerners and
copperheads who had reluctantly voted to accept the anti-slavery constitution of the state were beginning to show
their true colors. The leaders of the Chivalry began to continually call for a new constitutional convention, to removed
that troublesome amendment, while they passed a bill in the legislature to give anyone who had brought slaves into
the state before the constitutional convention one year to remove them. This deadline was extended ad nauseum.

Another scheme of the Chivalry was an attempt to divide California into two states. Once a slave state of Southern
California could be established on the Pacific Coast, they foresaw dragging the Arizona and New Mexico territories
into the Southern, pro-slavery camp. For such an idea, Gwin stated, “The country is ripe for it. The initiatory steps
will be taken by the legislature as fast as they can be. The people will be ready.” This strategy is also congruent with
Gwin’s pet project in the U.S. Senate to construct a transcontinental railroad. Gwin’s plan, however, differed from the
Careyite nationalists and called for a southern route which would incorporate exactly those territories lusted after by
his pro-slavery faction.

It was Broderick who sabotaged this treasonous plan when the Chivalry organized the legislature to hold a new
constitutional convention in the summer of 1852. Knowing that the general public wouldn’t support the most
egregious of the Chivalry’s proposals, Broderick, with much fanfare about “democracy,” convinced the legislature to
adopt a measure that called for any change in the state constitution to be submitted as a general plebiscite. Thus,
Gwin'’s first attempt to create two California states was foiled.

However, a fugitive slave bill was passed by the State Legislature, along with numerous other pro-slavery measures,
all of which violated the State Constitution. One those was the “Coolie bill” which allowed Asians, free blacks, and
others to be brought into the state as virtual slaves under the guise of “labor contracts.” All of this began to reveal the
true intentions of Gwin and his Chivalry to transplant the Southern aristocracy into California. This is witnessed in the
following article which appeared at the time in the Alta California newspaper of San Francisco:

Arrogating to themselves a superiority of mental endowment which gives them a sacred license to lord it over their
less fortunate fellow beings, they deliberately proceed to the enactment of laws whose direct tendency is to degrade
instead of elevating a portion of mankind. Assuming it as an inevitable law of nature that some men were born to be
masters and others to be slaves, they belie every noble impulse of the age by seeking to sink the low still lower and
the high higher.

It was during that spring of 1852 that Edward Dickinson Baker first arrived in San Francisco with his family. Baker
had been a close personal friend of Abraham Lincoln, since the 1830s when they had both practiced law in
Springfield, Illinois. An ardent member of the Whig Party, Baker was elected to the lllinois House of Representatives
in 1837 and then to the U.S. Congress in 1844, having beaten Lincoln in the Whig primary. After serving as a colonel
in the Mexican-America War, Baker was re-elected to Congress in 1848. In 1851, he became involved in supervising
the construction of the Panama Railroad, a project which significantly increased the efficiency, and shortened the
travel time, of moving people and freight between the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of the United States. Upon arriving
in San Francisco, Baker set up a legal practice with a young lawyer form Philadelphia, Isaac Jones Wistar. He
became a close friend of David Broderick and in 1855 stood as a Whig Party candidate for the U.S. Senate.
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Confederate Know-Nothings

In 1853, Broderick had managed to become chairman of the California State Democratic Party. Among other things,
this allowed him to change the party rules for the state convention and temporarily break Gwin’s control of the party.
However, the following year saw the emergence of a new subversive political movement in California, the Know-
Nothings, which was yet another Trojan horse of the Chivalry. Having surfaced earlier on the East Coast, the Know-
Nothings were a secret political society (the term originating from the response of any member to inquires about the
society: “I know nothing.”), also known as the Party of the Dark Lantern. They considered themselves “Nativists” i.e.
anti-foreigner, anti-Roman Catholic, and called for the halt of immigration into the country.

By 1855, the California Know-Nothings had constituted the American Party, whose leadership came from the ranks of
the Chivalry. One prominent member of the Chivalry, David Terry, the Texas lawyer (though born in Kentucky),
joined the American Party. He later wrote about his motivation: “I desired to change the constitution of the state by
striking out the clause prohibiting slavery and for several years entertained strong hopes of effecting this object or,
failing in that, to divide the state and thus open a portion of California to Southerners and their property.”

When the American Party held its state convention, joining Terry on the platform was Henry Foote, the former
governor and senator from Mississippi. Foote had moved to California after President Pierce had passed him over
for appointment as Secretary of War, in favor on Jeff Davis. The American Party swept the California state elections
in 1855, and would have been unable to do so without the Chivalry withdrawing its support form its Democratic Party
candidates, then largely controlled or influenced by Broderick. One result of the election was that David Terry was
appointed to the State Supreme Court.

Ironically, in Los Angeles, John Downey’s outspoken opposition to the Know-Nothings got him nominated and then
elected to the State Assembly.

The Reign of Terror Replayed

The nominal incident which touched off the reconstitution of the Vigilance Committee occurred on November 17,
1856 when professional gambler, Charles Cora, shot and killed the U.S. Marshall for the Northern District of
California, William Richardson. Though Richardson had been drunk and was shot by Cora in self-defense, his death
would have political repercussions, since he had obtained his position through Gwin’s patronage who had had
President Pierce appoint him marshal. Cora was placed in the county jail, while Sam Brannan began to whip up the
populace in his typical dogmatic fashion. Edward Baker became Cora’s lawyer. However, it was not until May that
things came to a head.

During those intervening months, the citizens of San Francisco were assailed by a newspaper war. James King of
William, who lost everything in San Francisco’s 1854 economic collapse, had been provided with the means to start
publishing a four page paper, the Daily Evening Bulletin, five weeks before Richardson had been killed. King became
the vox populi for the new Committee of Vigilance and their backers, demanding an end to alleged government
corruption. His demagogic writings, which increasingly inflamed the population into taking the law into their own
hands, were met by James P. Casey, who published The Sunday Times. The editorial attacks became extremely
personal on both sides, while physical threats from the Committee against Casey increased. The stage was set for a
coup d’etat.

Without belaboring the details of the event, which are insignificant to the broader developments which subsequently
occurred, on May 14™ Casey and King confronted each other on the streets of San Francisco, resulting in King being
shot and dying six days later. The Masons conducted King'’s funeral, held at the Unitarian Church on May 22",
Within 36 hours of the shooting, the Vigilance Committee recorded that 2,600 people had enrolled in their
organization, which would climb to over 7,000 at its peak. All members were assigned a number, by which they were
recognized and communicated. The Committee established a headquarters at in a liquor warehouse on Sacramento
Street, nicknamed “Fort Gunnybags” because of the six-foot high rows of sand bags that surrounded the two-story
brick building. The “fort” served as the Committee’s headquarters, prison, court house, and armory. Small field
cannons and firearms, taken from the state-run National Guard armory, were stockpiled there. The Committee quickly
became a highly organized paramilitary organization, which included battalions of artillery, cavalry, and infantry.

The person who led the 1856 Vigilance Committee’s reign of terror was William Tell Coleman, a Southern Democrat
from Kentucky. Itis an irony that such a despot would have the name of Friedrich Schiller’'s heroic Swiss archer. He
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would have been better suited with his father's name, Napoleon Bonaparte Coleman, because within two weeks
Coleman and his Committee took absolute control of San Francisco.

Governor Neely Johnson (elected on the American Party ticket) declared the city to be in a state of insurrection, and
issued orders to have the state militia enrolled and mobilized. Johnson appointed the future Civil War general,
William T. Sherman, to the position of Major General of the 2" Division of the California Militia. Sherman, who was
then a Mexican War veteran, had established a banking business in San Francisco. Johnson met with Sherman in
San Francisco, where Sherman informed him that he had already selected a hill from which Fort Gunnybags could be
blown to bits by cannon fire. The Governor, however, wanted to first meet with Coleman. After all, the members of
the Vigilance Committee were the constituents that had elected him. Pushed as to the ultimate goals of the Vigilance
Committee, Coleman assured his guests that they only wanted, “to purify the moral and political atmosphere, and
then disband.” Johnson made a compromise that Committee members could enter the jail to join Broderick’'s men
who were there to stand guard. Coleman betrayed his agreement, and the jail was soon surrounded by 3,000-armed
Committee members who removed James Casey and Charles Cora from the jail.

Sherman knew that what he faced was a reenactment of the Jacobin terror that had swept France in 1789, and at the
time wrote in a letter that “all the elements of the Paris Committee of Safety are here and once put in motion, they
cannot be stopped.”[3] He began to plan for military action. In order to succeed he needed arms and ammunition to
be released to his militia from the Union arsenal under the command of General Wool. He also requested naval
support form Commodore Farragut at Mare Island. Probably more out of pusillanimity than treasonous inclination,
though the results would be the same, Wool stated that he would not cooperate unless the Committee committed an
act of direct defiance of the California government. The Governor quickly had Supreme Court Justice David Terry, a
trusted Know-Nothing, deliver a writ of habeas corpus for one of the other prisoners that the Committee was holding.
Terry delivered the writ and, as excepted, it was refused.

The Governor held a meeting of councilors, which included Sherman, Terry and Edward Baker to reach agreement
on a course of action. Regrettably, General Wool went back on his word and refused to release the armaments to
Sherman. Sherman wrote his letter of resignation on the spot, handed it to the Governor, and left the meeting.
Sherman later wrote about what had happened next: “At the same time, all the armories of the State Volunteers were
surrounded, cannon placed in front, and all surrendered, giving up their arms and accouterments, a regular coup d’
état, a la Louis Napoléan.” (emphasis in the original).[4]

The Vigilance Committee was now unrestrained by state or federal intervention. After a hasty “trial” by the “people’s
court” of the Committee, Casey and Cora were hanged. Now, the Committee could undertake its mission to
physically eliminate the Broderick political machine. David Broderick’s allies who did not escape the city were either
killed, “suicided”, or placed on ships for forced exile. Broderick himself was not arrested and forced the issue of the
Committee’s true purpose by publicly confronting the Committee directly, and then leaving San Francisco.

A Republic of the Pacific

The British strategy for destroying the United States was not simply found in the organized creation and promotion of
the secessionist movement which became the Confederate States of America (CSA). It was also located in any effort
which would “balkanize” or split-up the Union and its territories. Failing to bring California into the camp of the
Southern “free traders” and slavers, the fall back strategy envisioned the breaking off of California from the Union and
combining it with the Oregon Territory to create a Pacific Republic. Such a so-called “republic” would be allied with
the South and its European supporters. If this had been allowed to occur, in one fashion or another, the western
flank of the Union would not begin at the Pacific Ocean but rather at the Rocky Mountains. And this would only be in
the North, since the territories of Arizona and New Mexico would become indefensible and easy pickings for the
Confederacy.

The man who took over Sherman'’s role as head of the state militia, Volney Howard, correctly identified those aims of
the Committee and their backers. He stated that, “the insurgents aim at nothing less than an entire overthrow of the
State government and secession from the Federal Union . . . there is no safety for their leaders but in revolution and a
separate government on the Pacific.”[5]

Governor Neely Johnson pleaded with President Pierce for assistance, stating that the Vigilance Committee had,
“assumed the character of a permanent organization, which designed not only to usurp the control of the legal
authority in San Francisco; but . . . aimed also to extend its power to the subversion of State authority; and if Federal
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intervention should ensue, the establishment of a government entirely independent of the Union.” Pierce showed his
real intentions when he refused Governor Johnson’s request.

Later Broderick’s nemesis, Senator Gwin, as described later in this report, would join the Confederacy at the
beginning of the Civil War and work to establish such a Pacific Republic from foreign soil. However, this would not be
a shocker, since he had already been on the record promoting such a stratagem. On December 13, 1959, Gwin
stated from the floor of the U.S. Senate that, “I believe that the slave-holding states of this confederacy can establish
a separate and independent government that will be impregnable to the assault of all foreign enemies.” And also
stated later that if there were to be a secession, then “California would be found with the south.” When he was
criticized for such an admission, shortly afterwards by the other senator from California, Gwin denied it, but replied, “I
hope, Mr. President, that this union will be imperishable, but if it is ever broken up, the eastern boundary of the Pacific
republic will be, in my opinion, the Sierra Madre and the Rocky mountains.” [6]

Formally, the 1856 Committee of Vigilance transformed itself into the People’s Party and it leaders continued to
exercise substantial control over San Francisco for another decade.

Broderick Elected & Murdered

David Broderick may have lost the battle of San Francisco, but he was far from losing the war. The Chivalry had lost
political ground with its shenanigans around the Know-Nothing Party escapade. Meanwhile, Broderick wheeled and
dealed his influenced within the state Democratic Party into being elected U.S. Senator by the State Legislature in
January 1857. Not only had he out flanked Gwin, but he had also extracted a written statement from Gwin that
confessed his misuse of federal patronage and, most humiliatingly of all, that his re-election to the Senate was due to
“Broderick and his friends.” Broderick celebrated his victory by having a quiet diner with his friend William T.
Sherman.

Broderick had feverishly campaigned for the election of James Buchanan, the Democratic Presidential candidate who
had run against California’s nominal Republican, John Fremont. Broderick had campaigned on the issue of “free
labor” versus slave labor. When he arrived in Washington, Broderick thought that he was leading the California
delegation, with Gwin in tow. However, he soon learned the treasonous treachery of Buchanan first hand. The
President gave him the cold shoulder, and proceeded to appoint Gwin’s men to all the federal positions in California.
This not only infuriated Broderick but also undercut this ability to fulfill patronage promises to his constituents.

Shortly after Buchanan was elected, the Supreme Court handed down its infamous Dred Scott decision, making the
Kansas Territory the bloody battlefield of the slavery issue. Buchanan, like U.S. Supreme Court Justice Tanney,
believed that slavery was positively grounded in the U.S. Constitution. Buchanan appointed Robert J. Walker, the
man whose successful 1835 U.S. Senate campaign in Mississippi had been managed by William Gwin, to become
territorial governor.

With the idea of making Kansas a slave state, Walker convened a state constitutional convention in the town of
Lecompton. Anti-slavery forces boycotted Lecompton and held their own convention. The Lecompton Democrats, as
the pro-slavery wing of the party became know, adopted a constitution to make Kansas a slave state. Kansas now
had two constitutions, as the anti-Lecompton convention held in Topeka voted for Kansas to be a “free soil” state.
This created a firestorm within the party, as Buchanan attempted to force Congress to admit Kansas as a slave state
without a public plebiscite, which was demanded by Steven Douglas. Broderick joined Douglas on the floor of the
Senate to denounce Buchanan on the day before Christmas break:

“l do not intend, because | am a member of the Democratic party, to permit the President of the United States, who
has been elected by that party, to create civil war in Kansas. The only thing that has astonished me in this whole
matter is the forbearance of the people of Kansas. If they had taken the delegates to the Lecompton convention and
flogged them, or cut their ears off and driven them out of the country, | would have applauded the act.”

After his indictment of the President for his illegal actions, the Senate sat in stunned silence.

Broderick returned to California in June of 1859 to prepare for the 1860 elections, and began building a political
alliance between the Anti-Lecompton Democrats and Republicans, such as Edward Baker. The Chivalry decided that

016542-0S-5-12-DHS14

Pagez OO




John Gately Downey -Timeline with Endnote

Broderick had to be eliminated once and for all. Events were put into motion whose calculated outcome would have
an eerie resemblance to Aaron Burr's murder of Alexander Hamilton.

After a tumultuous first day of the 1859 Democratic Party convention in Sacramento, which had come within a hair’s
breath of turning into a full-blown riot, the Lecompton Democrats held their own separate convention, selecting their
own slate of candidates.

John Downey attended as a representative of the Los Angeles delegation which, as a block, was on the Lecompton
side. His old friend Broderick was not pleased to see him on the other side of the aisle.

The Lecompton Democrats chose Milton S. Latham as their candidate for Governor and John G. Downey became his
running mate for the Lt. Governor’s post. Downey was chosen, in part, to garner the Irish vote, since the Irish had
become the largest ethnic voting block in the state, and the Anti-Lecompton Democrats had chosen their own Ireland-
born candidate for Lt. Governor, John Conness.

At the Lecompton convention, David Terry attacked the Anti-Lecompton Democrats as “a miserable remnant of a
faction flying false colors” who were “the personal chattel of a single individual” who “belong, heart and soul, body
and breeches, to David Broderick.” Terry then added the kicker, “perhaps they do sail under the flag of Douglas, but
it is the banner of the black Douglas whose name is Frederick not Stephen.” Terry’'s speech was designed as the
opening gambit to draw Broderick into a challenge to a duel. Broderick was furious, not at the Frederick Douglass
remark, but the fact that Terry would so publicly abuse him after he had saved Terry’s hide from the Vigilance
Committee during 1856. The day following Terry’s speech, D.W. Perly, a lawyer friend of Terry, was deployed as a
spy to the large table where Broderick was having breakfast. Perly drew out Broderick’s response to the Terry
remarks and reported back to Terry. The trap was set.

Knowing that Broderick would not submit to the kind of arrogant demand that Terry required - a humiliating public
apology - Terry resigned as Chief Justice of the State Supreme Court in order to challenge Broderick to a duel. Perly,
now Terry’s official representative, issued the formal challenge to Broderick, to which Broderick jokingly dismissed
him. Terry continued to publicly defame Broderick and force the challenge. After two months, Broderick reluctantly
accepted the challenge and the duel was set for 5:30 on the morning of September 12™. Broderick was widely know
as a dead shot and was perceived to be the favorite. The evening prior to the confrontation, Broderick spent with his
close friend Edward Baker.

That following morning, as the crowd grew to observe the duel, Terry’s seconds secured the choice of weapons. They
were a pair of oddly-formed, ornate French pistols, with which Terry had been practicing for several months before he
had issued the challenge to Broderick. The gunsmith who had loaded the pistols later testified that the weapon
assigned to Broderick had a hair trigger, which had been filed down prior to the duel. He also claimed to have
warned Broderick’s seconds about the condition of the pistol, but the seconds denied having been informed.

As the two men faced off, the count was given to begin the duel, but before the command signal to fire was given
Broderick’s pistol prematurely misfired, with the ball striking the ground only nine feet in front of him. As the count
was reached to fire, Terry calmly shot Broderick in the chest, mortally wounding the Senator. Someone in the crowd
yelled, “This is murder.” Broderick lingered for three days until his death. His last words were: “They have killed me
because | was opposed to a corrupt administration and the extension of slavery.” John Conness, one Broderick’s
closest allies who had been with him when he died, would later follow Broderick to the U.S. Senate in 1863 and
become one of President Lincoln’s closest confidants.[7]

Cornelius Cole, a prominent California Democrat wrote to inform Senator William H. Seward (R-NY), later to be
Lincoln’s Secretary of State, to communicate the death of Broderick. In telling Seward of Broderick’s last words, Cole
added, “His death was decreed by his enemies months ago and was not unexpected. Our sky is now gloomy, but
some rays of hope penetrate the dark clouds. Mr. Broderick could hardly be spared in the Senate; California is in
need of such men there.”

One ray of hope was Edward Baker who gave the eulogy for his fallen friend David Broderick, at his public funeral
before thirty thousand citizens gathered in San Francisco’s Portsmouth Square. The Gray Eagle, as Baker came to
be known, gave such a powerful speech and had such an impact that it was printed as a pamphlet and widely
distributed. Of Broderick, he said:
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“Fellow citizens, the man whose body lies before you was your Senator. From the moment of his election his
character has been maligned, his motives attacked, his courage impeached, his patriotism assailed. It has been a
system tending to one end — and the end is here. What was his crime? Review his history - consider his public acts
— weigh his private character — and before the grave encloses him forever, judge between him and his enemies. . . .

“Fellow citizens, let no man suppose that the death of the eminent citizen of whom | speak was caused by any other
reason than that to which his own words assign it. It has been long foreshadowed — it was predicted by his friends —
it was threatened by his enemies; it was the consequence of intense political hatred. His death was a political
necessity poorly veiled beneath the guise of a private quarrel. . . .. | am here to say, that whatever in the code of
honor or out of it demands or allows a deadly combat where there is not in all things entire and certain equality, is a
prostitution of the name, is an evasion of the substance, and is a shield, emblazoned with the nhame of chivalry, to
cover the malignity of murder.”[8]

With that said, there was no question in anyone’s mind as to who the perpetrators of the crime were. The blame for
Broderick’s murder hung upon William Gwin like Samuel Coleridge’s proverbial albatross around the neck of the
Ancient Mariner. When Gwin and a new Chivalry congressman soon left San Francisco for Washington aboard a
steamer, a large sign was displayed from the dock which correctly captured the sentiment of the population: “The will
of the People — may the murderers of David C. Broderick never return to California.” For Gwin and most of his
Southern clan, this would soon be the case.

As for Terry, he was arrested after the murder. However, the corrupt Chivalry elements of the judiciary ensured that
Terry was immediately released on bail and would never be tried and convicted. After ten months of delay and a
change of venue to another county, Terry’s day in court lasted only a few hours. After the witnesses for the
prosecution were delayed in arriving on time, due to the actions of the district attorney, the presiding judge released
Terry. The judge was later impeached and removed from the bench for disloyalty.

Not long after Broderick’s funeral, Edward Baker accepted a offer that had been made to him earlier by a delegation
of Republican leaders from the new state of Oregon who had invited him to relocate to their state and run for the U.S.
Senator. Baker moved to Oregon, where he was elected in 1860 as the first, and only, Republican Senator from the
West Coast.

For those patriotic citizens who had heard, or read, Baker’s eulogy to Broderick, his final words were a personal
challenge that would echo in their minds: “Who now shall speak for California? — who be the interpreter of the wants
of the Pacific Coast? Who can appeal to the communities of the Atlantic who love free labor? Who can speak for
masses of men with a passionate love for the classes from whence he sprang? Who can defy the blandishments of
power, the insolence of office, the corruption of administrations?”

The Worm Turns

The storm clouds of Civil War began to gather around the heated national election of 1860. The California
Democratic Party convention of 1859 had experienced the same turmoil that had occurred in Kansas. Broderick, who
had chaired that convention, had found himself with two conventions occurring simultaneously, as the Southern
partisans, the Lecompton Democrats, revolted, held their own convention, and selected the Latham/Downey ticket.

With the removal of Broderick, even with the political backlash it had caused and with all the major electoral positions
in their pocket, including all federal representatives, the Chivalry seemed to be getting their way. If Civil War did
breakout, following the election of Abraham Lincoln, California, they thought, would certainly go with the South,
though there might be some kicking and screaming. After all, Lecompton Democrats controlled the state
government. Some 18,000 members of the Knights of the Golden Circle (mostly in Southern California) could be
counted on, if things got dicey.[9] And, there was always the well trained and armed brothers of the Vigilance
Committee, whose services could be employed one last time.

Unfortunately, for the Chivalry, John Gately Downey would prove not to be an ally of their treasonous, Confederate
aspirations, but rather he would become their bane.

In 1860, there were no state positions up for election in California. Lecompton Democrats now controlled the state
government. Five days after the inauguration of Governor Latham, at the beginning of January 1860, a joint
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convention of the state legislature voted to elect him to the U.S. Senate, filling the seat made vacant by the murder of
David Broderick. On January 11", John Downey, at the age of thirty-two, became Governor of California. Downey,
with his twenty-one year old wife, became the first Irish-born governor to be elected in America and the only foreign-
born governor of California.

During the five days that Latham had been Governor, he had already displayed his treasonous inclinations by
promoting a bill in the legislature to divide California into two parts, an idea that the modern day Confederate soul-
mates of California still promote. Downey killed this bill by having it blocked in the senate.

One of Governor Downey'’s first acts was to change how the state had been dealing with the Native Indian population,
which had been to heavily finance vigilante groups, called the “White Volunteers,” to protect settlers in the
hinterlands. However, it was the Indians who needed protection from the vigilantes, and Downey arranged to have
the military assume responsibility for the safety of all sides.[10]

The Chivalry began to realize the mistake they had made with their choice for Lt. Governor when, on April 16, 1861,
Downey vetoed their notorious Bulkhead Bill. The bill which would have created a private monopoly to control the
waterfront of San Francisco, granting the San Francisco Dock Company the right to construct a sea wall (otherwise
know as a bulkhead) and wharves. It would also give the company the authority to collect, own, and franchise
property and wharves belonging to the city or private concerns. The bulkheaders had played a major role in
promoting Latham into the U.S. Senate, and had sent Levi Parsons, their lobbyist, to meet Downey. Downey told
Levi his position, in no uncertain terms: “My conscience is not for sale. This bill, and you know it, would only serve to
bulge the pockets of bulkheaders at the expense of the people of San Francisco. Go back to the gangsters now, and
tell them that this governor cannot be bought.” In honor of the Governor’s veto, the people of San Francisco
organized a huge, all-night celebration for Downey. Church bells rang, people sang in the streets, and a torch light
procession led him and his wife Maria through the town with much jubilation.

Downey Keeps California in the Union

On March 2, 1860, Downey signed a bill that purchased the land in the city of Sacramento to establish that city as the
permanent state capital, and laid the cornerstone of the capitol building two months later. Disgusted by the pork
barrel policies of his predecessors, which had put the state into a debt of over $400,000,000 the new governor set
about the business of establishing the basis for actual economic development and protecting the general welfare of
the population. He was outraged that the state had no university, no state library, no sound buildings to house
orphans, prisoners, or the insane. He took measures to correct these problems, but the historical battle of
California’s role in the survival of the nation would be his priority in the two-years of his term.

When the Chivalry organized the California Democratic Party to support Vice President John Breckenridge in the
1860 national election for President, with their slogan of “peaceful secession,” Downey again broke with the leaders
of his state’s party and supported Stephen Douglas. In 1860, forty percent of the 380,000 Californians were from
Southern slave states, and only seven of the state’s fifty-three newspapers supported Lincoln. The split in the
Democratic vote allowed Lincoln to carry California, with his four electors winning with a margin of only an average of
735 votes each.

The intentions of Gwin and the Chivalry, of course, were anything but “peaceful.” Prior to the election, traitors in the
Buchanan administration and in California had already put events into motion to break the state from the Union.

Senator Latham had promised to take “California out of the Union if Lincoln were to be elected,” though he had been
the one, described above, to criticize Gwin’s pro-secession speech given to the Senate. This was not because Gwin
was pro-secession, but because Latham publicly favored the Pacific Republic option “if there were to be a secession
of the Southern states.” No matter the color of the horse, what comes out of its backside is the same thing.

On December 20, 1860, Mississippi, the state where William Gwin’s plantation and human “property” were located,
voted to follow South Carolina and seceded from the Union. On that same day, President Buchanan’s Secretary of
War, John Floyd, ordered 113 heavy columbiad cannons and 11 32-pounder cannons to be shipped form the
Allegheny arsenal at Pittsburgh to the unfinished and undefended U.S. forts at Ship Island, Mississippi and
Galveston, Texas, where they could be seized by the secessionists.[11] This pattern of treasonous actions by the
Administration, to arm an insurrection against the government of the United States, occurred in a number of states,
including California.
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The previous month, on November 22" the Buchanan administration had combined the Army’s Departments of
California and Oregon into a single Department of the Pacific. This new Department extended from the Pacific
Ocean to the Rocky Mountains and from Mexico to Canada, covering a 500,000 square-mile area. Army forts and
installations were manned by 3,600 regular troops. At the recommendation of Senator Gwin, the person put in
command of the new Department was a Texan (born in Kentucky), Brigadier General Albert Sidney Johnson, who
was generally suspected of being sympathetic to the secessionists. Floyd then sent 75,000 muskets to California
secretly, without the approval of congress. When General Johnson took command of his post in San Francisco in
January of 1861, plans for an armed takeover of the state were underway.

Governor Downey presented the State Legislature with his State of the Union address on January 7, 1861, which
made clear the political direction that he would guide California:

"The startling events transpiring upon our Atlantic seaboard, would seem to indicate that the Union which binds our
free and happy confederacy together, is in imminent danger of disruption. Such a state of affairs exists as makes it
probable that, unless the conservative element of the Union steps forth and places itself in the breach, the dire
calamity of dissolution will follow. At such a time as this, | deem it due to the position | occupy, to lay before you the
critical position of our federal relations, and express to you, the people’s representatives, the deep solicitude | feel in
the perpetuity of that Union transmitted, to our care by the Fathers of the Revolution, for the benefit of succeeding
generations — for the security of civil and religious liberty — and the honor, glory, and power, of the American name. . .

“There is no State in the American Union that has, in so short a time, added so large a quota to the material
importance and commercial greatness, as California has to the confederacy of which she is a member; and none,
perhaps, has received so little in return. Notwithstanding this, she stops, not to calculate the pecuniary value of her
connection with Union. Such sordid motives find not a resting place in the bosom of Californians, for they are for the
Union at all hazards!” [12]

At the beginning of February, Crittenden, a state assemblyman from El Dorado, publicly stated that if the federal
government attempted to impose its law in California, then 30,000 men would take up arms to defend secession.[13]
At about this time, a fellow named Street was the postmaster of the Northern California town of Shasta. The
succeeding postmaster discovered letters that had been received there by Street from his brother Charles R. Street,
the editor of the Marysville Express. The letters, sent from San Francisco, detailed an insurrectionist conspiracy,
including the plans and names of the conspirators (later published in 1863 in the Stockton Independent). One letter
states that the entire California congressional delegation will support the coup, and mentions that it is uncertain as to
what Governor Downey would do. The letters came into the possession of Judge Goodwin of Yuba, and its contents
were most likely communicated directly to President Lincoln through Supreme Court Justice Stephen Field.[14] Field
in his autobiographic work, discusses his knowledge of the “efforts made in 1860 and 1861 to keep the State in the
Union against the movements of the Secessionists, and the communications had with President Lincoln by relays of
riders over the Plains.”[15] Later, in 1863, Lincoln appointed the pro-Union Democrat, Stephen J. Field, to the U.S.
Supreme Court.

Lincoln, aware of the plans of the insurrectionists in California, took action to secure the West Coast. The President
issued orders to reassign General Johnson and replace him with General Edwin Sumner. Johnson, who heard the
news via pony express prior to Sumner’s arrival on April 24", resigned his commission on April o™, During that
intervening period, Fort Sumter was attacked on April 12", initiating the Civil War. This was the moment of truth for
the California insurrectionists.

The conspirators, who represented an overlapping membership of the Knights of the Golden Circle and the
Committee of Vigilance, had approached the San Francisco Sheriff, who was also a marshal in the Vigilance, Charles
Doane, to be the prospective leader of the armed insurrection. They told Doane that 1,000 men would immediately
assemble in the town plaza, armed and ready, once the fire bell was taped three times. Preparations were made for
the uprising, but Doane, though he may have been a Southerner by birth, was no traitor. He informed Colonel
Stevenson of the plot. A meeting was quickly held between Governor Downey, the San Francisco Mayor, and
General Albert Johnson to formulate actions to be taken against the threatened coup. As Union forces were
deployed to reinforce the arsenal and Fort Point, the hopes of the Confederate conspirators for any success
evaporated.
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General Albert Johnson proved that he possessed the personal dignity expected of West Point graduates, in refusing
to support the insurrection. When General Sumner arrived, not long after the coup attempt, Johnson made his way
back home to Texas via the southern land route. CSA President, Jefferson Davis, commissioned Albert Johnson as
the second ranking general in the Confederate Army and placed him in command of the Western Department of the
Army. He later died at the Battle of Shiloh.

General Sumner took measures to militarily secure his situation. He telegraphed Oregon for the companies stationed
there to immediately sail for San Francisco, and increased the number of troops deployed at Alcatraz Island, Fort
Point, and the arsenal at Benicia. The first report Sumner sent back to Washington stated:

“There is a strong Union feeling with the majority of people of this state, but the secessionists are much the most
active and zealous party, which gives them more influence than they ought to have from their numbers. | have no
doubt there is some deep scheming to draw California into the movement — in the first place as the ‘Republic of the
Pacific,” expecting afterwards to induce her to join the Southern Confederacy.”[16]

Regarding Southern California, General Sumner dispatched Company K, 1% Dragoons, to proceed immediately from
Fort Tejon (located where the top of the Grapevine Pass is on Interstate 5 today) to Los Angeles, three days after
filing the following report on April 30"

“I have found it necessary to withdraw the troops from Fort Mojave and place them at Los Angeles. There is more
danger of disaffection at this place than any other in the state. There are a number of influential men there who are
decided Secessionists, and, if we have difficulty it will commence there.”[17]

It was Captain Winfield Scott Hancock, the lone U.S. Army officer in Los Angeles, who thwarted any insurrectionist
attempts by recruiting a handful of loyal citizens to conceal and protect federal arms and ammunition until
reinforcements arrived from Fort Tejon. Confederate sympathy was so strong in Southern California, that only two
men in the entire region initially volunteered to join the Union Army.

Downey has been wrongly accused by some of being either a traitor or pro-secessionist, because of his views that he
had opposed using offensive force against the Southern states, believing that the matter could somehow be settled
legally within the Constitution. However, when the Confederacy began its military engagements, Governor Downey's
response to President Lincoln and his Administration 's efforts to protect and preserve the Union were always positive
and immediate. Downey sent the following letter, regarding the necessity of California supplying volunteers to the
Union Army:

Dear Mr. President:

The first requisition made upon this State for six thousand and five hundred volunteers has been filled and the
command given to Colonel Carleton. It was indicated by the War Department that it was your desire that this office
should have the command. | cheerfully complied as | have every confidence in his experience, patriotism and
gallantry.

Yours sincerely,
John G. Downey
Governor of California

The First California Light Infantry and Cavalry which were mustered in San Francisco’s Presidio, for training at
Camps Downey and Merchant, had their deployment changed. Instead of protecting the overland mail route, they
were assigned to Southern California to put down any possible enemy activity. This unit became the core of the
famous California column that later advanced into Arizona and New Mexico to repel the Confederate column
commanded by General Henry H. Silby. Downey chose another regiment, the Third California Infantry, commanded
by another native son of Ireland, Col. Patrick Edward Connor, to assume control and protection of the mail route.
Col. Connor became stationed in Salt Lake City, with orders to monitor the activities of the Mormons.[18]
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By July 24, 1861, Downey, collaborating with General Sumner, had raised four regiments of infantry and six
companies of cavalry, fully equipped and ready for deployment. This is more than Washington had requested. In
total, California contributed more than 16,000 troops to the Union Army (eight infantry and two cavalry regiments, plus
smaller special units). Though most California volunteers served in the Western Theater of the war, there was a
“California Battalion” which served in the 2" Massachusetts Cavalry. Also serving was “Col. Edward Baker’s
California Regiment” which, after Baker’'s death at the battle of Ball’s Bluff in November 1861, was adopted by the
71% Pennsylvania Infantry and fought in every major action under taken by the Army of the Potomac.

In October of 1861, when Governor Downey sent the first transcontinental telegraph message to President
Lincoln, he stated, “I will keep California safe for the Union.”

Roundin’ up the Varmints

As it became clear that there would be no successful insurrection in California, the chief Confederate
conspirators jumped ship and headed back to Dixie. Governor Downey issued orders to set up blockades, primarily
on the Southern route out of the state via San Diego to Yuma. Also, when Confederate sympathizers were known to
have boarded ships bound for East Coast cities, he made sure that the appropriate authorities were telegraphed as to
their arrival, so that they would be arrested. Such was the case of Senator Gwin.

In October of 1861, Brigadier General George Wright replaced General Sumner, who had been recalled for service in
the East. When he sailed from San Francisco that month, his ship also carried the traitors Senator Gwin and
Calhoun Benham, who had been one of Terry’s seconds in his duel with Broderick. Sumner, learned that the
Confederates had approached several of his officers, and was supplied with the evidence that Gwin appeared to be
in route to Havana, Cuba to meet with chief Confederate conspirators, John Slidell and James M. Mason, and then
accompany them to Europe. As the ship approached Panama, General Sumner had Gwin, Benham and a J.L. Brent
arrested on the charge of treason. He compelled his prisoners to accompany him to New York. Unfortunately, he did
not confine his prisoners. As a result, Sumner most likely lost the evidence of the entire Confederate conspiracy,
when Gwin was observed throwing maps and papers overboard immediately after his arrest.[19]

After arriving in New York, Gwin and his cohorts were held at Fort Warren and then transferred to Fort Lafayette,
where they were soon released. Benham and Brent joined the Confederate army, while Gwin, after spending some
time in Mississippi, joined Slidell in France.

From Paris, Gwin set about his last attempt to create a “Pacific Republic,” with himself as its chief. Gwin knew that
Napoleon Il intended to appoint Archduke Maximilian of Austria the emperor of Mexico, and convinced Napoleon that
he would be able to secure the northern border of Mexico. His plan was to have himself supervise the immigration of
American slaveholders and those with experience in mining to Sonora, to replicate the “California model.” When
rumors reached the United States that Gwin was going to be appointed Duke of Sonora by Napoleon, he was already
in England, on his way to Mexico.

Gwin’s reception by Emperor Maximilian in Mexico City did not go unnoticed in Washington or California. The Alta
California wrote that Gwin was conspiring to “unite California with the Mexican States on the Pacific to form a Pacific
Republic.” General Grant wrote to Brigadier General Wright, now in charge of the Pacific Coast Union forces, of a
possible invasion from Mexico:

“It is known that Dr. Gwin, former United States Senator from Cal., has gone to Mexico and taken service under the
Maximilian government. The Dr. is a rebel of the most virulent order. His being formerly a resident of California, and
now getting to that State in Mexico bordering on the State of his former residence, portends no good to us. May it not
be his design to entice into Sonora the dissatisfied spirits of California, and if the opportunity occurs, organize them
and invade the State? | write, without having discussed this question with any one, to put you on your guard against
what | believe may prove a great danger. Watch this matter closely, and should you find these apprehensions well
founded, prepare to meet them.”[20]

However, Maximilian was far from enthusiastic about implementing Gwin’s grand design, and after six months Gwin
returned to Paris to lobby Napoleon. Gwin was in France when the Civil War ended. Upon returning to New Orleans,
William Gwin was arrested by General Sheridan and incarcerated in a Mississippi fort.
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California Gold & Russians in the Harbor
Before concluding this part of the history of California, dealing with the Civil War, two additional stories must be told.

The first concerns the role of the substance that had initially caused the great emigration of the 1850s — gold.
California’s gold played a crucial part in financing the war effort of the Union. It was transported by ship from
Northern California, across the Isthmus of Panama, and re-loaded aboard ships on the Gulf of Mexico which then
brought it to the East Coast cities of the North. In 1863, Senator John Conness, who had replaced the treasonous
Senator Latham during that year, got hold of intelligence reports that the British were colluding with the Confederacy
to steal California’s gold. Confederate naval cruisers were being outfitted at the British docks in China in order to
intercept Union gold ships, during the Pacific leg of the voyage. Conness got absolutely no cooperation on stopping
this plot from the Secretary of the Navy, Gideon Welles, and so went directly to President Lincoln. The President,
understanding the urgency of the situation, took the matter to Admiral Fox, whom Lincoln had employed to lead the
effort to organize the U.S. Navy. After Conness had fully briefed Fox on the plot, the Admiral replied, “It's a serious
matter and will be attended to in like manner. It's a problem that calls for secrecy at every level, this you well
understand.”[20] Measures were then taken by the U.S. government to nullify the threat posed to California’s gold
shipments, but what guaranteed its protection was when Admiral Popov and his fleet of six Russian Navy warships
sailed (and steamed) into San Francisco harbor in September 1863.

This is the second story. It is one of the most critical developments of the Civil War and cannot be found in today’s
history textbooks, including those dealing with California, yet it was know by all Americans at the time. The historic
event was that the entire Russian Navy arrived simultaneously on both coasts of the United States on September 24,
1863, as guests of the United States. However, it was more than a social call that had brought the Russians to New
York and San Francisco. At the time, the world was poised on the brink of a global shooting war. It was this action
by Russia, in concert with the Lincoln Administration, which prevented Great Britain and Napoleon Il of France,
Britain’s puppet petite-Emperor, from launching a military intervention against the Union, on the side of the
Confederacy. The arrival of the Russian fleets in the U.S. immediately generated a rumor, which was not without
substance, that the Russians were carrying sealed orders from Alexander Il that if the British and/or French were to
conduct military operations against the Union, than they would intervene of the side of the Union.[22]

The Russian Naval “visit” had been pre-arranged as a crucial part of a conscious effort to form an international
alliance, centered around the American System economic policies of development, specifically represented by Henry
C. Carey, against the degenerate imperial policy of British Empire, “free trade” colonialism. The political alliance with
Russia was carried out, on behalf of President Lincoln, by the U.S. Ambassador to Russia, Cassius Marcellus Clay,
the nephew of Henry Clay. Cassius Clay’s personal mission was to forge an alliance based on republican principles
between Russian, the U.S., and Benito Juarez of Mexico.

The Russians were well aware of the strategic implications of the American Civil War. Two days after the State of
Georgia voted to seceded, Stoekl, the Russian Minister in Washington, D.C., sent a dispatch to the government in St.
Petersburg, stating, “Great Britain seems about to enjoy a stroke of fortune rare in history. She alone will profit by the
destruction of the United States, for it will be fatal to the rest of the world.” Czar Alexander II's support for the Union
was unwavering, and his nation’s commitment to the American alliance is reflected in a dispatch issued from Russian
Foreign Minister Gorchakov to Stoekl at the beginning of the Civil War. Subsequently, Stoekt read the dispatch to
Secretary of State William Seward and made it public in a speech given in Boston by Edward Everett. It reads:

“The American Union is not merely, in our eyes, an element to the universal equilibrium. It constitutes also a nation
to which our August Emperor and all Russia have pledged the most friendly interest. These two countries, placed at
the extremities of the two worlds, and both in the ascending scale of their development, appear called to a natural
community of interests and sympathies of which they have already given mutual proofs to each other.”

The Russian fleets remained in American harbors for seven months, leaving in April 1864. During Admiral
Lessovsky’s stay in New York City harbor, he and his Russian officers and sailors were continually celebrated with
parades, grand balls, and other festivities, including an onboard visit by the First Lady, Mary Todd Lincoln.

In San Francisco, the public fanfare was much more subdued for the arrival and visit of Admiral Popov’s fleet.
However, they were a welcome sight to patriots, especially since the lone, leaky, old Union gunboat stationed in the
San Francisco harbor sank two weeks after the arrival of the Russians. In appreciation for the hospitality shown to
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his fleet by the city of San Francisco, Admiral Popov held a banquet aboard his flagship attended by local dignitaries
and Governor Stanford.

During the winter of 1863-64, credence was being given to Senator Conness’ warnings when rumors swept the state
that the Confederate raiders Alabama and Sumter were going to attack. The California government requested
protection from Admiral Popov. The Admiral’'s reply reinforced the British fears about a “secret alliance” between
Russian and the U.S.:

“Should a Southern cruiser attempt an assault . . . we shall put on steam and clear for action. . . . The ships of his
Imperial majesty are bound to assist the authorities of every place where friendship is offered them, in all measures
which may be deemed necessary by the local authorities, to repel any attempt against the security of the place.”

As a result of the Russian-American alliance, Confederate ships never attacked the West Coast, nor did the British or
French forces directly intervene militarily on the side of the Confederacy. In 1864, when Admiral Lessovsky had
returned to Russia, he paid a visit to Ambassador Clay to praise him “for the cordial and brilliant reception which was
extended to the Russian flag by the government and the people of the United States.” In response, Clay said
something, the subject of which, has been viewed as a nightmare for the British oligarchy ever since:

“Though one Government be autocratic and the other republican, no necessary antagonism results from such
difference of form. . . . We (Americans) know that political institutions grow. They are not made. Since Catherine Il
we have been friends, because it was in our interest to be so. But allow me to say, Admiral, that the enthusiasm with
which you have been received in America sprang from no such cold calculations. It was based on a higher principle
than interest — sentiments yet nobler than the gratitude which we owed your Emperor for his friendship in our hour of
trial and misfortune — it came as a common cause in the advancement of humanity.”[23]

Such an Russian-American alliance would later be put forward in 1920 by a consortium of Los Angeles-based
California businessmen who had put together a $3 billion trade deal with Russia, the largest trade agreement up to
that time in history. As President Harding took office, the British directly sabotaged the deal, which, if it had been
allowed to transpire, would have certainly changed the course of politics in the 20" century.[24]

Governor Downey'’s other Contributions

John Downey'’s historic role in taking the decisive actions that kept California in the Union and mobilized the state to
defend the nation, of course, over shadows his other accomplishments, but they are worthy of mention. Those
include, as Governor Downey stated in his January 7, 1861 State of the State address to the legislature:
“commencement of our State Capitol, the State Reform School, at Marysville, the Deaf, Dumb, and Blind Asylum, at
San Francisco, the increased donations to the Orphan Asylums and other objects of charity, the Boundry Survey, the
Geological Survey and the increased appropriation for the Insane Asylum.”

In addition to establishing the State Library, Downey worked closely with the federal government, which had donated
seventy-two land grants in California, in the establishment of “Common Schools” (i.e. public schools) and a
“University.” In sharp contrast to today’s proponents of the ‘voucher system’ which would eliminate any meaningful
public education, Downey told the State Legislature that:

“It may be safely affirmed that a general system of education, whereby the children of the poor as well as the rich are
afforded access to the portals of science and literature, is the most necessary of all the supports to the edifice of civil
liberty. To say nothing of the philanthropy of the work of training the minds of the children of the State to the
principles of virtue and the refining influences of intellectual culture, it has ever been conceded that republican
institutions depend for their existence entirely upon the virtue and intelligence of the people.”[25]

Downey also played an important role in promoted the agricultural development of California. He supported the
state’s agricultural societies and took measures to encourage the cultivation of cotton, which has become a major
product in the state, as well as, flax and corn.

Another agricultural product, which has now become famous throughout the world, was developed with the full
backing of the Governor — wine. Carrying on the earlier efforts of the Franciscan padres who founded the California
missions in the late 1700s and introduced the first vineyards in the state, Downey was a fervent supporter of Agoston
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Haraszthy (1812-1869), a Hungarian immigrant who became know as the Father of the California Wine Industry.
Haraszthy had settled in San Diego in 1849. He was elected to the State Assembly, procured the funding necessary
to expand San Diego Harbor, and build the first hospital in that county. Later, Haraszthy moved to the Sonoma
Valley in Northern California.

In 1861, Downey appointed Haraszthy to be one of three agricultural Commissioners, the others being Juan Jose
Warner of Los Angeles and J.A. Ramirez of Marysville. Ramirez traveled to South America in search of suitable
plants to be imported for production in California. Haraszthy went to Europe in order to select those vine cuttings that
would be best suited for introduction into California’s climate and soil conditions. During Haraszthy's five-month
expedition throughout Europe (which Downey helped to personally finance), he and his son purchased 100,000
grapevines, representing more than 350 varieties, and brought them back to California. He also brought back
planting stocks for olives, almonds, pomegranates, oranges, lemons and chestnuts. Among the grape cuttings was
the “Muscat of Alexander” raisin grape and what would later be developed as the uniquely Californian “Zinfandel” red
wine grape. The trip also resulted in the publication of his eminent 1862 report, Grape Culture, Wines and Wine-
Making; with Notes upon Agriculture and Horticulture. Later, when the German and French wine industry was
decimated by a root blight, it was saved by importing the resistant root stock that Haraszthy had originally brought to
California from Europe.

On January 8, 1863, John Downey presented the “Governor’'s Annual Address” to the State Legislature in
Sacramento. In that speech Downey presented his vision for California to become America’s gateway for trade and
commerce with the Asian nations of the Pacific Rim. In order to accomplish that mission, and surpass “England and
France,” Downey urged the employment of California’s resources to “enable the General Government to put afloat
upon the waters of the Pacific, a large navy, both for the protection of our maritime and commercial interests, and for
the peaceful conquest by a wise policy of the nations that from their natural position must sooner or later become
commercial tributaries of California. Our sails ought now to cover the Pacific ocean.” After calling on the federal
government to establish “regular line packets between San Francisco and China,” Downey outlined his
comprehension of American System economics and the proper role of government in fostering economic growth:

“The expenditures necessary to put such a line of steamships into this trade involves too great an outlay for the
individual enterprise and means of our merchants; but being once started by Governmental subsidy the best informed
of our commercial men are of the opinion that such increased facilities of communication would stimulate trade to
such a degree that the Government'’s aid would not long be required.”

However, the Governor stressed in his presentation that there was another national infrastructure project that had to
take precedence:

“But we can never hope to assume a supremacy as a commercial State, nor can the United States avail herself of her
superior natural advantages, which would make her the greatest maritime nation on earth, until we have a railroad
completed connecting the Atlantic and Pacific.” [emphasis in the original]

Much has been presented already in this report about the historic role of the European oligarchy, particularly the
British, and their goal to achieve the disintegration of the Union and the elimination of the principles upon which it was
founded. The conclusion of Governor Downey’s message address precisely that problem, and his resolution to
resolve it by reaffirming the true mission of the United States: [all emphasis is in the original]

“The founders of American liberty did not considleeir work concluded their institutions safe, uniiey had formed ‘A MORE
PERFECT UNION'’ than existed between the thirteen colouigsng the revolutionary struggle, for the preambdethe first
compact reads as follows: ‘Articles of Confederatamd PERPETUAL Union between the States;’ shothiagfrom the
beginning the Union was one of the principles efrvolution, lasting as the life of a nation. Tgwicy of the mother country
had been to keep the several colonies, as so nepayate provinces, without any bond of union betwteem of associated
counsels, combined strength, or commercial privilegUnion and nationality, therefore, early becaome of the principles of
the revolution, without which the liberties of gheople were not considered safe against the insgand alliances of the
crowned heads and aristocracy of Europe, who arbaadile to Republican institutions now as theyanierany past
generation. It was considered that, without a smpe government to concentrate and wield the usti@thgth of the whole, the
new States would be incapable of maintaining thegiublican institutions against the combination€afopean monarchies.
That unless there was sovereign power in a Nati@ualgress, to guarantee and preserve peace betitieeseveral States, that
internal discord and jealousies, promoted by anoloisi men taking advantage of local prejudices ater@sts, would inevitably
lead to civil war, as had been illustrated by thstdry of the ancient Grecian republics. That grciple of UNITY between
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the separate States, on the grounds of perfectliggimarights, in justice and in benefits, as egpsed in the motto ‘E
PLURIBUS UNUM,’ was the vital element of our frestitutions and personal liberties; UNITY for defenfor the protection of
our commerce, for the suppression of domestic iestions, and for the general welfare. . . . Foe irotection of their
commerce on the high seas, for the purpose of ptememonarchical ideas and policy from overrunnthg American
Continent, as they have overrun and subdued Eumpmion of some kind will be found absolutely isseey between these
Republican States. The principle of Union is lifthe principle of Disintegration is death, to Amean policy, American
greatness, and American progress and civilization;

“In the very beginning of the process of severaateé disintegration of the American Union, we haweaonstration of the
fact, that however hostile to each other Europeamanchies may be, they will settle their own disguand league together for
the suppression of republican ideas and the maartee of privilege, birth, and official honors inreditary descent. Three of
the great powers of Europe have now combined weforonarchial institutions and aristocratic priviles upon that living
embodiment of Disunion principles, the Republitekico. And if the present unhappy war continnethé United States, until
the forces of the Republic are unable longer frosmagistion to prolong the conflict, except in guiarivarfare between the
sections, the same Powers will combine to enforistogracy and royalty upon Americans, partitioniagnong themselves the
splendid domain of the present American Empiree Whion of the States is not only necessary t@xigence of republican
institutions on this continent, but it is the ohlype of the oppressed nationalists of Europe iir tepirations for liberal laws
and equal rights. The same combinations of moneatpower and wealth have heretofore been sucgksstrushing
republican ideas upon the Eastern continent, wharéwy began to obtain ascendancy in any portioBuyope. The
increasing power and greatness of the American Whiad inspired hope in the oppressed of Easterionathat, in due time,
the policy asserted by us on this continent, -—imv@rference of European monarchies in crushingrepublican institutions, --
would be extended there..”.

Building the City of the Angels

In 1850, Los Angeles was no more than a small cow town, and a far cry from its Spanish name — “El Pueblo de
Nuestra Sefiora de los Angeles” (“The Town of Our Lady of the Angels”).[26] A census taken of California that year
found that the entire population of the counties of Los Angeles and Orange was 8,329. Approximately half of those
were native Indians.

Only 274 residences were listed within the City of Los Angeles and an additional 244 were located in the surrounding
region. Downey later stated that when he first arrived, “Los Angeles was the most pock marked city you ever saw.
There were only two two-story buildings.” The city had no schools, no library, no newspaper and one church. Cows
so outnumbered people that Los Angeles County, which by 1854 supported over 100,000 cattle, far more than any
other county in the state, earned the nickname “Queen of the Cow Counties.”

Los Angeles also had no pharmacy, but John Downey soon solved that problem by opening his drug store there in
partnership with Dr. James P. McFarland.

During 1852, John Downey married Maria Jesus Guirado, a Los Angeles native from a family of early Spanish
settlers. During that same year, Downey was elected to the Los Angeles City Council. He was later elected as
County Supervisor, and became a rising star in the Democratic Party. At the time, the overwhelming number of
Democrats in Los Angeles who had elected Downey were Southern partisans and pro-slavery. During the
administration of President James Buchanan, Downey held commissions as Disbursing Agent for the Treasury
Department, Collector of the Port of San Pedro, and Superintendent of Lighthouses.

As Governor, Downey’s actions during the Civil War had betrayed the Confederate aims of his own wing of the
Democratic Party. Also, with President Lincoln’s Republican Party on the ascendancy during the Civil War, he knew
that any higher political ambitions, he might have had, would most likely be over with his one two-year term as
governor. Undoubtedly, this bolstered his ability to govern upon principle, in the face of national crisis, rather than
any short-term “practical consideration.”

On January 10, 1862, Leland Stanford, a Republican, replaced John Downey as Governor of California, by running
on a combined Republican and Union Democratic ticket. Although the Democratic Party did back him for re-election
in 1863, Frederick F. Low, the candidate of the Union Democrat Party, controlled in California by Senator Conness,
won the election for governor. It was the state’s first four-year term for governor. In 1864, the Democratic Party
nominated Downey as a candidate for congress, but he declined. Downey had returned to Southern California with a
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mission to implement, in Los Angeles, the vision of the kind of great economic development that he had portrayed in
his addresses to the state legislature.

First and foremost, that meant dealing with the absence of any modern infrastructure in the region. The great drought
of 1862-64 changed the face of the Los Angeles area forever. Only four inches of rain fell during the winter of 1862-
63, and then it was not until March 1864 that a single drop of rain fell in Los Angeles County. The ‘Queen of the Cow
Counties’ quickly fell from her throne as the cattle industry was decimated. Consequently, not one penny of tax
revenue out of a total assessment of $2,000,000 was collected during that period. Though the rains finally returned in
1864, Downey and other community leaders determined that the obsolete network of open, unsanitary ditches,
graciously referred to as a “public water/irrigation system,” had to be improved.

When the Civil War had started, one of the only two men in Los Angeles that had joined the Union Army was Charles
N. Jenkins, who had the been in charge of overseeing water distribution to the residents from the open ditches. The
residents had depended on a constant flow of water coming down from the Los Angeles Mountains through the
foothills by way of the Los Angeles River. The drought had proved this sole water source to be unreliable. There
was some success at mitigating the water shortage by digging artesian wells, first achieved in a drilling, by Downey,
in what is now the City of Compton. It produced a remarkable four-foot geyser.

In his October 1873 address to the Irrigating Convention, held in Los Angeles, Downey suggested a number of
measures, including the employment of Erricson steam-engine pumps, that should be taken to improve the water
supply situation “for the good of the whole State.” Believing that there was sufficient water available for the
population, Downey invoked the Constitutional idea of protecting the “general welfare” in order to solve the problem of
obtaining the necessary infrastructure:

“l suggest that the Commonwealth assert its jurisdiction over every stream in the State, and enact such equitable
laws as will extend their usefulness to their utmost capacity. The riparian, or proprietary rights, maintained in England
and recognized in many of our States as the law governing rivers and streams, do not apply to California. . . . this
right is expressly reserved to the nation as public servitude.”

To solve the problem of proving a reliable efficient source of water, Downey became instrumental in organizing the
establishment of the Los Angeles Water Company. Downey became president of the company, which would
eventually become the Department of Water and Power (DWP). He would also help to hire a fellow-Irishman by the
name of William Mulholland in 1877. Mulholland became the chief engineer and general manager for the Bureau of
Water Works and Supply, now the Water System of the DWP.

In order to provide the water to the growing metropolis of Los Angeles, Mulholland would eventually design
and construct the largest and most extensive water system of dams and aqueducts in the world. His 225-mile
aqueduct was the first long distant, gravity flow aqueduct built in America. Later, at the age of 68, Mulholland, would
undertake the survey of 50,000 square miles of desert that eventually resulted in determining the route of the
Colorado River Aqueduct, that created the Metropolitan Water District which services Los Angeles and 130 other
communities in six Southern California counties. It should also be noted that the Los Angeles DWP, as a publicly
owned utility, is the only utility district today in the State of California which has not suffered the energy shortages and
gouging price-hikes imposed by the gang of pirates who have been privatizing the electricity-generating industry.

As the Civil War ended in 1865, and as a by-product of the 1860s drought, Downey subdivided his land holding of the
St. Gertrude Rancho, along the San Gabriel River, creating small farms through the newly formed Downey Land
Association. He would later establish the first planned neighborhood of Los Angeles, Lincoln Heights in East Los
Angeles, complete with piped in water.

In the wake of the end of the war, and before the completion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869, more than
200,000 people immigrated to California. This increased the state population by about one-third, with most settling in
Southern California. In order to finance the growth in the region, John Downey established the first bank in Los
Angeles in partnership with J. A. Hayward of San Francisco, called the “Hayward & Company Bank.” The bank
opened on Main Street in 1868 with $100,000 capital. Another competing bank was soon formed but by 1871, after
some bad management problems, was bought out by Isaias W. Hellman, one of the partners. Hellman then merged
his bank with Downey and Hayward to form the Farmers and Merchants Bank, which became a cornerstone of the
commercial development of the region and state well into the twentieth century. The bank was later bought by
Security Pacific Bank of Los Angeles.
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Today’s downtown Los Angeles area where the City Hall and other government buildings are located, between Main
and Temple Streets, was originally called “Downey Block.” This is because John Downey had developed it as the
city’s first retail and trade district.

John Downey also helped to organize the Los Angeles Board of Trade (nhow called the Chamber of Commerce), the
Los Angeles Public Library, the Historical Society of Southern California, and put in the second horse-drawn car line
in town. In 1879, Downey, Isaias W. Hellman, and Ozro W. Childs donated 308-acres of land in South Central Los
Angeles to establish the campus of the University of Southern California. Downey was also elected to be on the first
board of directors of USC.

Bringing the Railroad to Los Angeles

The first railroad line in Southern California started operation on September 7, 1869 and was built to connect the
wharves owned by Phineas Banning at Wilmington to a station constructed about 20 miles away in Los Angeles at
Alameda and Commerce Streets. The rail line was owned and operated by the San Pedro Railroad Company which
had been established a year earlier. The company had been capitalized at $500,000 with a $250,000 bond voted on
by the citizens and the remainder put up by Downey, Banning and others. Both Downey and Banning were on the
board of directors of the railroad.

Phineas Banning (1830-1885) had moved to California from his hometown of Wilmington, Delaware. Banning led the
effort over many years to develop what became the Port of Los Angeles in the San Pedro/Wilmington area. Upon
arriving in Los Angeles in 1851, he started work at the port of San Pedro, which then consisted of only a small shack
and one rickety, old pier owned by the Sepulveda family. He soon established an extensive wagon service, including
the route from Salt Lake City to Los Angeles. When he learned that the U.S. government was going to construct a
military fort on the Tejon Pass, he built a road there from Los Angeles in order to service the fort. At the same time,
he organized a local petition that got the federal government to certify San Pedro as an international trade port.

In 1854, Phineas Banning, along with John Downey, Don Benito Wilson, and William Sanford made a real
estate purchase of 2,400 acres (part of the Rancho de San Pedro), that would eventually be developed into the kind
of world-class port that Phineas dreamed of building. With 640 acres of that parcel, near the mud flats of San Pedro,
Banning established the town of Wilmington. With many improvements, including the cutting of a canal, the first
ocean-going ship anchored in San Pedro in 1859. One other joint venture of Downey and Banning was the formation
of Pioneer Qil, on January 24, 1865 “for the purpose of prospecting for petroleum.” Pioneer was the first oil company
in California, and it exploited the resources of what is now Hancock Park and the La Brea Tar Pits (brea is the
Spanish word for tar).

Banning also established the first telegraph lines in 1860, starting in Wilmington, which connected the
communications link between Los Angeles and the rest of the nation. When the Civil War started he donated 160
acres of his land, next to his own home, to build the Union Army base, the Drum Barracks. In the land of Lecompton
Democrats, Phineas Banning was an egregious supporter of, and campaigner for, President Lincoln.

As useful and necessary as the Los Angeles & San Pedro Railroad was, Los Angeles needed to be
connected by rail to the rest of the nation. This was no easy task, since Los Angeles is in a basin surrounded by
mountains on all sides, except for the southern coastline that leads to San Diego.

With the completion of the transcontinental railroad that was joined at Promontory Point, Utah in 1869, John
Downey began to organize for a rail link to Los Angeles. While visiting San Francisco, Downey met with his brother-
in-law, Peter Donahue. Born in Glasgow, Donahue had become a well-established businessman and friend of the
California railroad tycoons. Upon asking what kind of perspective there was for building a Los Angeles connection,
Donahue replied, “I can tell you John, that the Big Four — Huntington, Crocker, Stanford and Hopkins — have plans to
extend a loop from San Francisco to New Orleans.”

“And by pass Los Angeles entirely?” Downey responded.

“It would seen so. They feel that there is not enough population or commerce there to make boring through
the mountains worthwhile, and from what | know, rails will go through the San Joaquin Valley, branch out at the
southern end — and go to Yuma in Arizona”
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“So the cars will run on the wrong side of the Sierra Madre. Well, not without a fight,” said Downey as he
stood up and hit the table with his fist.[27] Thus ensued a battle over a Southern California rail route, primarily
between Stanford and the Southern Pacific Railroad and the Los Angeles forces, center around Downey.

On his return to Los Angeles, Downey convened a meeting at the courthouse of the area’s four hundred leading
citizens to figure out a strategy to bring the railroad to their city. They voted to offer Southern Pacific five percent of
the county’s assessed value, which would include stock in the Los Angeles & San Pedro Railroad. A ‘Committee of
Thirty’ was established to work out the arrangements. John Downey and Harris Newmark, a leading merchant, were
appointed to travel to San Francisco to conduct negotiations with Stanford.

The negotiations lasted a month. Downey understood that who ever controlled the San Pedro line to Los Angeles
would also control the freight costs, but he had little choice. Stanford finally accepted the offer, if the Los Angeles
voters would agree to give Southern Pacific $602,000 in stocks of the Los Angeles & San Pedro Railroad and any
other bonds that Southern Pacific would lay, within fifteen months of a positive vote. This would include twenty-five
miles of track running north from Los Angeles towards the San Fernando Mission and another twenty-five mile track
from Los Angeles to San Bernardino. Not wanting to allow San Bernardino to become the rail hub and capital of
Southern California, Downey played his trump card and offered to turn over the entire Los Angeles & San Pedro
Railroad to Stanford, as long as the main line came through Los Angeles. Stanford accepted the terms.

However, another player had entered the game. He was Thomas Alexander Scott, president of the Pennsylvania
Railroad, which was a centerpiece of the national and international development projects of the American
nationalists, based in Philadelphia and lead by the world’s greatest economist of the time, Henry C. Carey. During
the Civil War, Scott was appointed to the newly created position of Assistant Secretary of War in the fall of 1861 and
put in charge of transportation of the armies. Among other things, this involved railroad construction throughout the
nation.

When Congress passed the Texas railroad bill in 1871, which provided for a Southern transcontinental route, Scott
had became president of the Union Pacific Railroad, as well as, the new Texas & Pacific Railroad Company. He
soon arrived in San Diego with a charter to build his Southern route to that city. Scott bought the rights from a paper
company to build a railroad called the Los Angeles & San Diego Railroad. Now Los Angeles had two competitors to
build their railroad connection.

California’s Big Four fought to keep Scott out of California. Charles Crocker later stated that that if the Texas &
Pacific was allowed to cross the Colorado River, “Tom Scott was bound to scalp the Central Pacific.”[28] Stanford
made a decision to fight Scott and his Southern California allies, and he made plans to build the Southern Pacific line
through Yuma into Texas to allegedly protect California from Scott.

As for Scott, he had little interest in the San Pedro line, since he would have his port connection in San Diego.
However, Downey, at first in support of the Scott proposal, began to rethink the idea of Los Angeles having its main
port link more than 100 miles south in San Diego. He came back to support Stanford, and on November 25, 1872,
the citizens of Los Angeles voted in favor of the Southern Pacific deal.

At that time, a new wrinkle came into planning the railroad route, when the silver discovery in the Panamint Mountain
Range of Death Valley, located in eastern California near the Nevada border, expanded. In 1870, it was estimated
that silver bullion had been coming into Los Angeles by wagon at the rate of $50,000 worth per day, with over 700
tons coming through annually, and that rate had been increasing. The two senators from the newly established State
of Nevada, who were both Comstock millionaires, John Percival Jones and Williams Stewart, traveled to Los Angeles
to try and persuade Downey to join their efforts and shift the economic center of Southern California to Panamint.
Downey would have none of it, but the Big Four interests, always willing to point their rail lines in the direction of a
quick buck, raised their freight rates for bullion carried on their newly acquired Los Angeles & San Pedro Railroad to
usurious levels. So, on July 31, 1873, John Downey was again elected to head a citizens committee to deal with the
problem that was crippling the ability of local farmers and merchants to ship their goods.

The two Nevada silver barons, who also had no appreciation for Southern Pacific’'s heavy handed looting, threw their
weight, and an investment of $210,000, behind Downey and the Los Angeles Railroad. The battle entered the
congressional arena, when Southern Pacific attempted get legislation that would allow them to bypass Los Angeles.
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When Scott lost his bid to bring his line into Los Angeles, his chief surveyor from Philadelphia, Joseph U. Crawford,
found himself unemployed, until Downey hired him to literally cut Stanford and pals off at the pass. Crawford
determined that the key to building an overland rail route from Los Angeles would be to secure the Cajon Pass north
of San Bernardino, which would allow access to the high desert of Mojave and a clear line east. When Crawford
returned to the Cajon Pass with his work crew, in order to stake out the Los Angeles claim to that route, he spied
Southern Pacific surveyors on the summit. A race ensued between the two crews, ending in Crawford’s staking the
claim for the pass. Instead of attempting to locate a new route, Southern Pacific re-negotiated their deal with Los
Angeles.

On September 4, 1876, John and Maria Downey, accompanied by Los Angeles Mayor Prudent Beaudry and other
community leaders, traveled by train from the Alameda Station, north through the new San Fernando Railroad
Tunnel. One thousand Chinese laborers had spent almost a year digging the 6,940-foot tunnel, making it the third
longest tunnel in the U.S.. The tunnel linked the Los Angeles basin from the San Fernando Valley, at the Newhall
Pass, to the Santa Clarita Valley, and from there to Northern California. The train of the Downey delegation stopped
at Tehachapi. There they met a train coming from San Francisco carrying Leland Stanford and Charles Crocker.
Former-Governor Downey spoke at the “Golden Spike” ceremony, and Crocker drove the final spike to complete the
rail line amid the cheers of the gathered crowd. Los Angeles was now connected to the transcontinental railroad grid.

Tragically, the very railroad that John Downey had organized to be built took the life of his wife Maria on January 20,
1883, when the train they were traveling on crashed near the summit of the Techachapi Mountains. Nineteen other
passengers also died in the crash. Downey suffered several broken ribs, and later said “my constitution shattered
from which | have never fully recovered.”[29] His grief over the loss of Maria had a debilitating effect on the ex-
governor, whose mental capabilities began to significantly degenerate.

The Philadelphia Centennial

Earlier that year, before the rail link ceremony took place at Tehachapi, the Downeys had traveled to New York City
and Philadelphia. Downey's Farmers & Merchants Bank had successfully weathered the financial panic of 1873, and
he headed East to organize the emigration movement needed to make Los Angeles the kind of international
metropolis he envisioned.

The Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition of 1876 was an international event that showcased how the Old
World could be transformed and uplifted with the American System, whose epicenter was the City of Brotherly Love.
The newest inventions of science and technology were displayed. More than one thousand machines in the
Machinery Hall exhibit were powered by a single, huge Corliss engine. A virtual army of national and international
dignitaries and leading figures descended on the Exhibition, and overall attendance was estimated to be
approximately nine million people.

John Downey was a member of the California State Board of Centennial Managers that organized the
state’s exhibit for the Exhibition. California had its own building at the Exhibition, where it displayed its
achievements. It was fertile ground for Downey, who arrived there armed with pamphlets he had written to distribute
to the attendees. It advertised the advantages of moving themselves, and whatever enterprise they might be
involved in, to Los Angeles, the “Queen of the Pacific.”

Downey City: from horse and buggy to the Moon

With the understanding that the coming of the railroad would change the landscape of Southern California, the
Downey Land Association had been established in 1873. The core of the real estate venture had been the 1857
purchase, by Downey and his pharmacy partner McFarland, of the 17,602 acres that comprised the Santa Gertrudes
Ranch. It would eventually constitute the townships of Downey, Norwalk, and Santa Fe Springs. As mentioned
previously, after the Civil War and the drought of the 1860s, Downey began breaking up the original Ranch into
smaller plots for farming. In November 1866, Downey put up 20,000 acres of “choice agricultural land” in the San
Gabriel River Valley for sale at $10 per acre, with as little as a ten percent down payment required.

The climate and fertile soil favored almost any crop. These included beans, barley, wheat, potatoes, cotton, corn,
lemons, limes, figs, dates, walnuts, grapes, and oranges. The promotion and cultivation of oranges was one of
Downey'’s special agricultural projects, for which California has become famous. Also introduced, but not sustained
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for long, were mulberry bushes, used in silk production, and tobacco. By 1875, this region, known as the Los Nietos
Valley, produced more than half of the agricultural produce grown in Los Angeles County.

In 1874, Downey City (now simply called Downey) was established in the midst of the Los Nietos Valley. To
efficiently connect Downey City with the rest of the region and the nation, John Downey personally supervised the
laying of the tracks of the new Los Angeles-Anaheim Railroad. This spur line linked the Orange County town of
Anaheim to Downey City and then to Los Angeles. During the 1880s, Downey City became a showcase for the
agricultural development of California, with its hosting of the Los Angeles County Fair.

When John G. Downey died in Los Angeles in 1884, Los Angeles was in the midst of a ten-year-long, pitched battle
over the location for its new deep-water port. Collis P. Huntington and his Southern Pacific Railroad had spent a
small fortune to locate the harbor at Santa Monica. That site afforded no natural shelter, but did have an abundance
of land and the town’s single pier, all owned by Southern Pacific. Senator Stephen Mallory White, California’s first
native-born Senator whose father had come from Ireland, led the ‘David vs. Goliath’ battle over the location and
development of the port at San Pedro, and had the support of, among others, California’s Military Commandant,
General Arthur MacArthur, the father of General Douglas MacArthur. White had been a friend of John Downey, as
well as, the legal executor of his Will.

The U.S. Congress finally agreed with Senator White, and authorized the construction of the port. At the San Pedro
Jubilee Festival of April 26, 1899, marking the beginning of construction of the port, Senator White spoke at length on
how the United States had far exceeded Britain in the production and export of iron and other products. He also
provided his idea of the city’s historical mission:

“Fellow citizens, the missionary (Father Junipero Serra) knew the truth when he chose these spots as fit for
habitation. . . . He understood the capabilities of his surroundings; he read the future. . . Your course is toward the
stars; your culmination is yet to come.”

By 1920, the vision that John Downey had to transform his City of the Angels into a modern metropolis had come to
fruition. The state’s population was 3,426,861 and the combined counties of Los Angeles and Orange had grown to
998,000. Emigration had brought the people and skills to Los Angeles that provided for the growth of a myriad of
modern industries.

The Port of Los Angeles was becoming that American gateway to Asia and the world. Los Angeles had become the
largest export oil port in the United States (12,000,000 barrels per annum). All the major ports of South America were
being built with lumber exported from the Port of Los Angeles, itself the largest lumber importer in the U.S. The
industrial and agricultural mobilization of World War Il would make Los Angeles one of the most important and
productive cities in the world.

In the post-World War Il era, the town of Downey became one of the leading centers of the nation’s
aerospace/defense industry. During the 1950s, Rockwell built a facility there specializing in the development of
control systems and propulsion guidance for missiles. With the establishment of the 160 acre NASA site in Downey,
during the 1960s, 35,000 people worked on President Kennedy’s mission of a manned-landing on the Moon, by
building the Apollo command and service modules. Later, the Space Shuttle construction program took place at the
site.

Today, the consequences of our nation’s toleration of Free Trade, “New Economy” looting of America’s once proud,
leadership in science and technology is witnessed by the vacant 160 acre lot which once built the vehicles that took
Mankind into space. A sight which would certainly make John Gately Downey recoil in anger and disgust, and start
looking around for the modern day varmints, like the old Confederate, Chivalry traitors, in order to deal with them in a
similar manner.

Footnotes:

1. Henry Clay, the most outspoken leader of the American System of economics at the time, defined the patriotic
opposition to Free Trade in his historic speech “In Defence of the American System,” given before the U.S. Senate,
during February 1832:
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“When gentlemen have succeeded in their design of an immediate or gradual destruction of the American system,
what is their substitute? Free trade? Free trade! The call for free trade is as unavailing, as the cry of a spoiled child
in its nurse’s arms, for the moon, or the stars that glitter in the firmament heaven. It never existed, it never has
existed, it never will exist. Trade implies at least two parties. To be free, it should be fair, equal, and reciprocal. But
if we throw our ports wide open to the admission of foreign productions, free of all duty, what ports of any foreign
nation shall we find open to the free admission of our surplus produce? . . . It is not free trade that they are
recommending to our acceptance. It is, in effect, the British colonial system that we are invited to adopt; and, if their
policy prevall, it will lead substantially to the re-colonization of these states, under the commercial domination of
Great Britain.”

For Clay’s entire speech, see The Life and Speeches of the Hon. Henry Clay, Van Amringe and Bixby, New York,
1844, vol. Il, pp. 5-55.

2. Arthur Quin, The Rivals, Crown Publishers Inc., New York, 1994, pp. 132-133. Later, Bigler became a supporter of
Broderick and U.S. Ambassador to Chile. There, he organized the government to hire his old, Democratic Party
friend from San Francisco, Henry Meiggs, to construct railroads. Meiggs became famous in Peru for engineering that
nation’s rail lines, pioneering new techniques in construction through the Andes Mountains.

3. This excerpt is from a letter written by Sherman on May 18, 1856, and with its four-page postscript of May 20, is
sixteen pages in length. It describes the events around the Vigilance Committee affair. The original letter, partially
destroyed by water damage, is in the possession of the Missouri Historical Society of St. Louis. The postscript is
published in William Tecumseh Sherman: Gold Rush Banker by Dwight L. Clarke, California Historical Society, San
Francisco, 1969.

4. 1bid., pg. 223.
5. The Rivals, pg. 195.
6. Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of California, The History Company, San Francisco, 1890, Volume XXIV, pg. 259.

7. When Conness arrived in Washington in 1863 to take his seat in the U.S. Senate, he presented President Lincoln
with a cane made from California live oak. The cane had been a gift form Broderick to Conness and had a gold plate
on the handle inscribed, “Broderick to Conness.” Conness added another plate saying “Conness to the President.”
He told the President that he was offering him the cane as a symbol of his admiration for the President’s issuing of
the Emancipation Proclamation.

Conness became a close confidant and collaborator with Lincoln. His ardent support of the Union is reflected in the
following statement:

I will not associate, not shall | knowingly associate with men who are secessionists, disunionists or traitors, nor will |
advise others to do so. Treason is as foul a crime as it was in the time of Benedict Arnold, any opposition to our
present nationality is treasonable, pending a war, and ought to be punished by banishment from the State or
incarceration in prison.

My opinions do not grown out of the influence of my neighbors, but are the result of my love of country and my
estimate of its value. Upon the terms of Union | can have political association, and upon no other. | care not whether
my associates come from one party or the other as long as they are true on one vital point. With me the Union is
above all parties. | have but one desire, which is, that this government may be more firmly established in the fear and
love of our people, that its prosperity may be continued, and that it may be securely transmitted to our posterity to the
remotest ages.

(See Reminiscences of Lincoln by John Conness)

8. Elijah R. Kennedy, The Contest for California in 1861, Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston and New York, 1912, pp.
56-60. The author was present when Edward Baker gave his eulogy to David Broderick in San Francisco.
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9. The Knights of the Golden Circle (KGC), a front for the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite, was founded in
1854 in Cincinnati as a secret society. It was the paramilitary organization that would become the Confederacy. The
name is based on the purpose of the KGC, which was to establish a slave empire within a 1,200 mile radius, whose
center was Cuba and included portions of North and South America. One person who clearly exemplified the
treasonous nature of the KGC was General P.T. Beauregard, the brother-in-law of Louisiana’s political boss John
Slidell. Beauregard who was an early recruit to the KGC would later command the South Carolina troops that
attacked Fort Sumter in 1861 and started the Civil War. The KGC claimed to have 65,000 armed and trained
member in the South. For more on the KGC see Anton Chaitkin’s Treason in America. For KGC activities in
Southern California see John W. Robinson’s Los Angeles in Civil War Days 1860-65, Dawson’s Book Store, Los
Angeles, 1977.

It should also be noted that one of John Slidell’s top Louisiana conspirators was in California during 1860, Judah
Philip Benjamin. Benjamin, a British subject, had come from Louisiana to nhominally work on a legal case in San
Francisco. He was there with Reverdy Johnson, the attorney who had represented the slaveholder in the Dred Scott
case. Benjamin’s primary reason for being in California was undoubtedly to plot operations with Gwin for the
secession of the state. In November of 1860, he left San Francisco on the steamer Sonora with Senator Gwin.
Senator Edward Baker of Oregon also happened to be aboard, on his way to Washington to begin his term of office.
Judah Benjamin would first become Jefferson Davis’ Attorney General for the CSA, then head of the War
Department, and finally Secretary of State of the Confederacy.

10. One example, was the Humbolt Bay Massacres that occurred on February 26, 1860, when white settlers, without
provocation, attacked four Indian villages, murdering 188.

11. For more on Floyd, Buchanan, and the insurrectionists, see Anton Chaitkin, Treason in America.

12. The conclusion of Downey’s speech presented the alternative to the present crisis, with a vision of the future
based on the establishment of a transcontinental railroad and international economic development through increased
commerce with “China, and Japan, and the great Australian Empire, and the Spanish American Main . . . Let our
inexhaustible supply of gold flow with it, there to build up cities, enrich a nation, and make us that powerful people
that our position entitles us to be — the glory of the age, the wonder of the world, fulfilling the destiny awaiting us in
riper years.”

13. Bancroft, History of California, Vol. XXIV, pp. 279-280.

14. Stephen Field, like Downey, was a pro-Union Democrat. His brother Cyrus West Field, was a key organizer of
the first trans-Atlantic cable. Upon coming to California, during the Gold Rush, David Broderick had saved his life
during an altercation in a San Francisco saloon. He became a devoted supporter of Broderick from that time forward.

In 1850, Field had served as Marysville’s alcade (the chief administrative position under the old Spanish system).
Maryville is also the town where the insurrectionist, Charles R. Street, was editor of the local newspaper.

Field served one term in the state legislature. He was instrumental in defining the powers and jurisdiction of the
courts and judicial officers of the state. He was elected to the state Supreme Court in 1857. When David Terry
reigned his position, in order to murder Broderick, Stephen Field replaced him as Chief Justice on the court.

15. Stephen J. Field, Personal Reminiscences of Early Days in California, Da Capo Press, New York, 1893, p. 109.

In 1863, when Congress authorized the creation of a new circuit for the West Coast and an additional seat on the
U.S. Supreme Court, Stephen Field was appointed by Lincoln to the new 10" seat on that court. Field was a pioneer
in law regulating mining and property rights in the West, and had been recommended to the position by the loyal
congressional delegations of both California and Oregon.

Field was also the cause for avenging the murder of his old friend David Broderick. After the war, and David Terry’'s
return to California, Terry became maliciously embittered towards Field, who had been involved in a court ruling
against him and his wife in a civil matter concerning a considerable sum of money. On August 14, 1889, Terry
assaulted Field at a railway station in Lathrop, California and was shot dead by a marshal who was serving as Field’s
bodyguard.
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16. The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies
(Washington, D.C., 1880-1901). Series |, Vol. L, Part 1, p. 462.

17. Ibid, p. 474. Captain Hancock was chief quartermaster of the southern district of California. He would later
command the Second Corps of the Union Army of the Potomac. In 1880, Hancock became the Democratic Party’s
nominee for President, losing to James Garfield.

18. There were justifiable concerns in Washington that Mormon loyalty to the Union was tenuous at best. Connor
established a permanent base overlooking Salt Lake City, called Camp Douglas (in honor of Senator Stephen
Douglas), and mounted a cannon facing directly into the city. One of Connor’s reports to General Wright in San
Francisco stated that “it will be impossible for me to describe what | saw and heard in Salt Lake City, so as to make
you realize the enormity of Mormonism; suffice it, that | found them a community of traitors, murderers, fanatics, and
whores."[ O.R., Series |, 50, Part 2, p. 119-120.] It was the Mormon strategy to establish a land route to Pacific
Ocean from Salt Lake City. The town of San Bernardino, approximately thirty miles east of Los Angeles and situated
at the southern base of the Cajon Pass, was settled by the Mormons as part of that strategy. During the Civil War,
San Bernardino was one of the few places in California where Union troops had to be dispatched to suppress
Confederate operations.

After the war, Connor returned to Salt Lake City, where, in addition to pursuing commercial interests in mining, he
operated the first electric lighting company in the city.

19. Bancroft, History of California, Vol. XXIV, p. 284.

20. This quote by Grant is reproduced by Quinn in Rivals, pp. 294-296. The specific reference is most likely found in
The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, as it is an
official correspondence between Grant and one of his officers.

21. Patrick J. Dowling, California, The Irish Dream, Golden Gate Publishers, San Francisco, 1989. p. 109.

22. A complete history of this remarkable story was written by Konstantin George and is entitled The U.S.-Russian
Entente That Saved the Union. It was first published in Campaigner magazine in July 1978. A shorter reverse
appeared in Executive Intelligence Review on January 26, 1992 and The New Federalist newspaper on July 16,
2001.

23. Alexandre Tarsaidze, Czars and Presidents, McDowell, Obolensky Inc., New York, 1958, p. 222.

24. This deal brokered by Washington Baker Vanderlip, a geological engineer from Los Angeles, represented a
consortium of California businessmen, such as, Edward Doheny, the Irish-American head of Mexican Petroleum, and
Harry Chandler of the Los Angeles Times. It allowed for the leasing of the Kamchatka Peninsula by Russia to the
consortium, for all the mineral and fishing rights (an area particularly rich in coal and oil deposits), and a Russian
purchase order of $3 billion for such goods as (only partial list):

5, 000 locomotives

2,000,000 tons rails and rail fixtures

1,000,000 agricultural machines

50 generators (from 2,000 to 10,000 kilowatts
50,000 electric motors and dynamos

100 ocean-going steamers (10,000 tons and up)

10,000 airplanes
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2,500 railway passenger cars

2,000 river steamers, motorboats and launches
30,000 sets of telegraph and telephone apparatus
500 steam engines

500,000,000 tins condensed milk

500,000,000 tins meat and other conserves
270,000 tons cotton

350 narrow-gauge locomotives

The deal, which completely challenges the political, straight-jacket view of history as “left vs. right,” was sabotaged
directly by the British oligarchy, which had a rug-chewing fit when the deal was announced, and the untimely death of
President Warren Harding. The financial aristocracy had been blind-sided, and it is a lesson to be learned and
applied today. On December 26, 1920, the Los Angeles Times published an editorial that captures the nature of the
historic deal, and concluded:

“If Mr. Vanderlip has done nothing else he has called the attention of the world to the strategic position occupied by
California in relation to future trade with Siberia and to the fact that there are brains enough and money enough in
California to develop the resources of this new wonderland of the Pacific area. While it may be a shock to the
moneybags of Threadneedle street and Wall Street, it is nevertheless a fact that their co-operation is not essential to
such development.”

25. The Governor’'s Annual Message to the California State Legislature, Sacramento, January 8, 1862.

26. The name originated from Fray Juan Crespi, who recorded standing near a small “beautiful river from the
northwest’ located at “34 degrees 10 minutes.” He gave the river the name of Nuestra Sefiora de los Angeles de la
Porncidncula on August 2, 1769, which in the Franciscan calendar is when the feast of Perdono occurs in the famous
tiny church at the base of Assisi in Italy. In approximately 1212, the Benedictines gave St. Francis of Assisi that
small, ruined church for his use, and where he eventually died. This small piece of land called a ‘porziuncola’ in
Italian (‘porncitncula’ in Spanish), and its church became a center of pilgrimage and devotion. A fresco was painted
on the wall behind the altar. It depicted the Virgin Mary surrounded by angels. That chapel took the name of ‘Saint
Mary of the Angels at the Little Portion.’

It was the third Spanish governor of California, Felipe de Neve, who recommended to King Carlos Il of Spain to
establish a new pueblo along the Los Angeles River. On September 4, 1781, a band of forty-four people, including
the Governor Neve and the padres, traveled from the San Gabriel Mission to the founding site of the Pueblo de Los
Angeles. According to the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, those founders were all Catholics and “predominately of
African American origin.”

27. Kathleen O’Donnell Hunt, Downey’s Destiny, Libra House Ltd., Dublin, 1996, p. 98. Though this exact exchange
may not be historically precise, the intent of Downey conviction is conveyed accurately.

28. Conversation recorded between Leland Stanford and his Attorney General during his Governorship, Frank Pixley,
on August 22, 1882.

29. From autobiographic data from an interview submitted to Hubert Howe Bancroft, 1888.

Special thanks to Genevieve Troka of the California State Archives, and Barbara Callarman, Director of the Downey
Historical Society, for their help in providing prime source materials on John G. Downey.
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I learned on April 2%8. 2012, that Mark Calney died in February, wheeceived a note for his wife, Maureen. Mark waseagr
admirer of Governor Downey and he would have writievonderful biography had he lived.

John Downey

California’s first foreign born Governor, John Dayrwas born in Roscommon County, Ireland in Junel827. Although a
druggist by profession, he followed the Gold RusiCalifornia and prospected in Grass Valley. Evalfythe prospered in
business in Southern California, where the towB@ivney is named after him.

He served on the L.A. Common Council prior to Hexton to the State Assembly. As Lt. Governorsheceeded Milton
Latham as Governor. Downey's veto of the "bulkhdalli'{which would have allowed ownership of Sarakeisco's waterfront
by a monopoly) made Downey a hero. The issue readaiolatile, however, and once, on a visit to San€&isco, he called a
man a "bulkheader" and fists began to fly. Thetfighs broken up when witnesses restrained Dowogyenent, crying, "you
shan't strike the Governor!"

First Lady: Maria Guirado

Died March 1, 1894, Los Angeles, California.

JOHN G. DOWNEY was born on June 24, 1827, in ColRagcommon, Ireland. He was educated in the scloddteland, was
a druggist by profession, and in 1849, he immigrateCalifornia during the gold rush. Downey becarsiccessful
businessman with interests in real estate andeaattiching. He prospered in Southern Californiagnetihe town of Downey is
named after him. Downey entered politics in 185@mwhe was elected lieutenant governor of Califor@iavernor Milton S.
Latham resigned from office on January 14, 1864, laautenant Governor Downey assumed the goveroffitg. During his
tenure, work began on the capitol building in Samato, the Central Pacific Railroad Company of f6atia was formed, and
the first pony express rider reached San Franc@owernor Downey vetoed the "bulkhead bill," whigbuld have allowed a
monopoly ownership of San Francisco's waterframd, the first telegraph line was connected linking East and the West
Coasts. The Civil War started during Downey's adstriation, and the legislature committed the statepport to the Union.
Downey left office on January 10, 1862, and retdrteehis business interests in Los Angeles Couabyernor John G. Downey
died on March 1, 1894, and is buried at the HolggSrCemetery, Colma, California.

L.A. Then and Now

February 06, 2000|Cecilia Rasmussen

He was an Irish immigrant who saved Los Angeledif@aia and, just maybe, the country itself. Alotige way, he found time
to create three institutions that decisively shapéd's future: its first bank, mall and suburb.

Yet today John Gately Downey--a pharmacist-turnedegnor-turned real estate mogul--is probably bastembered, if at all,
for lending his name to a bedroom community sowghefdowntown.

Born in Ireland in 1827, Downey immigrated justgorio the great potato famine, as a teenage stoyvawa cattle ship
heading for America. In Maryland, Downey's knowledg Latin helped win him an apprenticeship witbh@rmacist.

In 1849, Downey abandoned his work as a pharmtcisy his luck in the California gold fields, wieshe arrived with a $10
grubstake. But the only gold he ever touched wathemwatch he brought with him. So, in 1850, heosgtfor Los Angeles,
intent on resuming his former occupation.

That year Downey opened the tiny pueblo's firsgdtare with his partner, James P. McFarland. Tteestory adobe shack
turned out to be the gold mine that previously adied Downey, who enhanced his fortune by alloviisgeredit customers to
convert their drug debt into high-interest mortgadde then foreclosed on those not able to meestbé&p payment schedule.
"He liked the sound of coins falling on his coustbetter than a Mass," said one victim of his mdaeaging.

After winning election to the City Council in 185Rpwney married 15-year-old Maria Guirado. It wageauine love match,
and he later built his bride the city's first twiory brick mansion with a private ballroom on M&treet, between 3rd and 4th
streets.

In 1859, after a brief stint in the Legislature,

One year later, the 32-year-old immigrant was elbdieutenant governor as the second man on aquiti&rn, Democratic
ticket. Within a few turbulent days, Downey was aipped the state's youngest governor after theedechief executive, Milton
S. Latham, resigned to take a seat in the U.S.t8ena

DOWNEY- John Gately Downey was born in 1827 in @astmpson, County Roscommon. He arrived here i8,184h about
$10.00 to his name, which was not enough to pagthige fare to the gold fields. In 1860, on thetlle& Governor Latham, he
became the youngest Governor of California, a gktuoat he still holds. (He and Latham's opponers avgoung fellow named
Leland Stanford.) While he was a Democrat, he stpgd.incoln in his efforts to keep the Union irtade also imposed
financial controls that were designed to straighldenthe state's treasury. In 1860, the Statelsitiefis more than
$4,000,000.00, by the time he left office there wasirplus. (We could sure use him today!)

During his tenure as Governor he was faced witlersg\erisis, but one of the biggest was "The BudichAct". This was a real
gem of a piece of legislation. If approved, thevaotld have allowed developers to construct a skawith piers and docks,
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along the San Francisco waterfront, with the addgt to collect dockage fees from incoming andgoirig ships. The real
problem was that none of the funds would go tocthe they all went to the developers. He vetoesltitil.

Upon completion of his term of office, Downey ratad to Southern California, to his Santa GertriRiascho. Downey
pioneered the modern subdivision by offering allo®0 acres of the property for sale at very reaslenarices. When he sold all
of the property he headed to the sleepy pueblmefAngeles and established the first bank, Haywa@b. Later he and
Hayward formed The Farmers and Merchants Bank.éfigived that someday the area would prosper, aad &ffort to drive
that prosperity, he built several buildings andftrs local railroad.

If that was not enough, in 1875, he decided tatrgther subdivision. He had built the largest bankkat part of the state, and
offered the land at very attractive prices. He wa® that oranges would grow well in the warm cteanao he imported several
varieties, and so launched one of the states lacgsh crops. The City of Downey, in Southern @atifa proudly bears his
name.

JOHN 6. DOWNEY

Wherever men go forth to build cities and statdsemsver they achieve greatness and honor in theemgsre of human industry
there is the necessity of leadership. Particularthis true of the Golden West and of all stateene the early struggles of the
pathfinders were more or less hindered by lax nsaatl chaotic social conditions.

California is a pre-eminent example of the rightafgocial delinquencies after an era of disordehsas caused the organizing
of vigilance committees and the administrationustice by the rough processes of mining camps abtiggssquare meetings.
But California was peculiarly fortunate during terublous eras, for she seemed to produce sturdyafaction and honor who
grasped the situation with firmness and directeddfifairs of state with wisdom. Not only did sucknras the immortal Thomas
Starr King thunder the lessons of right living froine pulpit, not only did such editors as JamegKifiwilliam rouse the people
to action by the power of pen and type, but mea @overnor Downey held back the cohorts of coraurphiy giving the people
strong and honest administrations in the hour efine

The particular charm that dwells in the story ofv&mor John G. Downey's life is the fact that heedo America a young Irish
lad, descended from scholarly ancestors, carvefbtiine from the opportunities at hand, crosseddthmus in the days of the
Argonauts and helped to the utmost of his supeiiitiab to build California into a great state. Beging his career as a young
man amid the excitement and temptations of speounldte ever preserved that coolness of judgmetttawse Christian virtues
that make his name revered by the younger genardtiohe was beloved of the people, who knew laghvand have preserved
the story of his life.

John G. Downey, the seventh governor of Califorwias born in Castle Sampson, county Roscommormnidelon June 24,
1827. His parents were Dennis and Bridget Downédagse ancestors were distinguished leaders offeéimws not only in the
higher fields of human endeavor, but on the fidldantest as well. The early youth of the man #frward had an important
part to play far from the scenes of his birth layicathe inspiring natural scenery immortalized by tmasters. The fields and
brooks where the lad played were the same madeumimeong and story by Burns, Moore and Goldsnaitid, by such orators
as the illustrious Henry Grattan. He started ia &iinid influences that stirred patriotism and cljwa

In the national schools of his native land he gfatimrudimentary education, and what was proballgnore importance in the
end he learned to work with his hands, familiaigzinmself with agriculture and the industries cormno his people. At the age
of fourteen he came to America, whither the otheminers of his family had preceded him. In Chartasty, Maryland, he
studied Latin under John Corcoran, an illustrieecher. The lad applied himself with marked induatrd made great progress
in his work, learning, also, the habit of applicatunder the tutelage and example of the emineiiictor. At the age of sixteen
years young Downey was forced to abandon his sambbo forth to battle for his livelihood. This sva grave disappointment
to his family, who had hoped he would finish hisdies and become a priest, as many of his famiytalken up that calling. It
is doubtful, however, whether so robust and ambétia nature, endowed with rare gifts of businessagement and the genius
of organizing and directing men, would ever haverbsatisfied with the more circumscribed lineshaf priesthood. After
leaving school the young man soon found employrattite nation's capital, where he studies pharméttyJohn F. Callan,
one of the greatest apothecaries of Washingtonny@owney remained with Callan until 1846. He neght to Cincinnati,
where he soon became the partner in the drug lassafelohn Darling, a Scotchman and a leading apatk of Ohio's
metropolis. He was not destined to remain londnedlder settlements, however, for his adventuspirst longed to seek new
fields of large opportunities. When the lure ofdjldd men to follow the star of empire in its westd/course Downey was one
of the sturdy group that made the tour to betterfdritunes. Unlike many others, whose ambition twasake quick fortunes in
the mines, Downey made the trip with a view to mgkiis money from the soil and the people. He laittl that California was
destined to be a stable commonwealth, and his ledy® of agricultural values stood him in hand whemeached the west. He
was in no particular hurry to reach his destingtsmmhe stopped for a time in Vicksburg, where hs wonnected in business
with Oliver Woodman, a gentleman of culture andibess attainments.

Fortunately for the young man all his associatdsuisiness and in life had been men of good charantkattainments. Every
influence that surrounded him was uplifting andpfigl This fact, together with his innate desire $quare dealing, developed
his character along strong lines, so that wherangednto the excitement and turmoil of the Goldesst\vhere many men fell,
temptation did not lure him from the path of raati.

Leaving Vicksburg he crossed the isthmus, remaiairtgavana and New Orleans for some time beforeehtured farther. In
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1849 he landed in California with ten dollars. Haswot idle long, for he knew the drug businessaighly and was hired at
once by Henry Johnson & Company, who were on Duptragt, San Francisco. Observing an opportunibetter himself, by a
stroke of good luck he made the purchase of a stbdkugs at about twenty per cent below cost,tand his purchase to Los
Angeles, going by schooner and consuming three svieethe voyage. At Los Angeles he went into pasti@ with Dr.
McFarland, of Tennessee, was successful, and anthef three years young Downey found himself atiout thirty thousand
dollars. From that time forward his fortunes praspe In 1856 Downey was elected to the legislatua®jing endeared himself
to the people of his vicinity by his ambition, Ipiatriotism and honesty. He had already served @asoidonan, superintendent of
lighthouses, and later as distributing agent ofithéed States treasury. So well did his politiwatunes prosper that i n 1859 he
was nominated for lieutenant governor by the Dems¢rand was elected by a handsome majority. Sbemnthis election
Governor Latham resigned to become a United Ssatestor. This left Downey at the helm as goverrfith® state. His record
was brilliant in the trying era of the Civil warsAiommander-in-chief of the forces of the statdidenuch, in conjunction with
public-spirited citizens in private life, to kee@l@ornia in the column of states that were for h&on. He was instrumental in
raising a regiment from California and Arizona, dhdt regiment went forth and fought gallantly floe Union.

It was the inflexible honesty of Governor Downegttprevented a band of corruptionists from lootimg treasury and stealing
from San Francisco her water front. He promptlyeetthe "Bulkhead" bill that would have plunderied tommerce of the port,
routing every sign of corruption wherever he gehance to deal it a killing blow. So delighted wtre people that the
supervisors of San Francisco adopted resolutiogsmidence and respect, paying a high tributd&éohtonesty and ability of
their governor. Prominent citizens and leading ments presented the governor with resolutionsptased him in the highest
terms for his unswerving fidelity to duty in theurof trial. When the governor arrived in San Fisog soon after his famous
veto the entire population was at the ferry to naeet salute him. When he arrived the cheering tvaisderous. His carriage
awaited him, but the crowd unhitched the horsesdxad the carriage in triumph through the streéth® city. Never in the
history of California has there since been, nor thade been before, so tumultuous a tribute to ynantth and fidelity to duty.
After his term had expired Governor Downey retifigitl of honor to his home in Los Angeles, wherewees loved and respected
during his remaining days and where his memorgveired to-day. He died March 1, 1894, in Los Angielie 1869 he built the
Downey Block, one of the great buildings in Los Ategs. He had meantime started the first bank inArggeles and had
established a large ranch, with Downey City, naingus honor, as its market place. In those eamgs$ there were few small
tracts of land. Governor Downey was the first totke example of cutting up large tracts into srfaiins for the men of small
means. Anaheim colony was the fruit of his plans.

Governor Downey married the daughter of Don Rafagtado, a Spanish gentleman of Sonora. She wlas! kil the Tehachapi
disaster in 1883. Some years later he was mawidtiss Rosa V. Kelly, a well-known Los Angeles latty his domestic and
social relations, as well as in his public life, aas ever a kind Christian gentleman

John Downey was born in Ireland, in 1827He emigrated to the United States in 1842 and after settling in Ohio, found
work in a drug store.

In 1848 gold was discovered on land owned by John Sutter in California. Downey joined the Gold Rush and later
claimed that he only had $10 dollars when he arrived in California. After a short unsuccessful period as a miner,
Downey moved to Los Angeles and with financial help provided by J. P. McFarland, opened his own drug store. This
was a success and Downey was able to buy a large ranch.

Downey became active in the Democratic Party and in 1861 became governor of California. During the Civil War
Downey helped raised troops for the Union Army.

After the war Downey became involved in real estate and in 1871 joined with I. W. Hellman to establish the Farmers
and Merchants Bank. Two years later his company, the Downey Land Association, began building houses in East Los
Angeles. He was also one of the founders of the Pioneer Oil Company and was the main figure behind the building of
the Los Angeles Public Library.

On 29th January, 1883, Downey and his wife were on a train that crashed in the Techachapi Mountains. Downey's
wife was killed and he suffered from nervous shock until his death in Los Angeles.

Holabird Americana Auction #23 Archive

California. Los Angeles. Los Angeles. Farmers &thants Bank of Los Angeles, 1874. Certificate epDsit #491. Receipt
for Thos. Farley, November, 28, 1874. Signed bynJ8hDowney, president. Vignette at upper righyaing woman seated.
Blue rubber stamp cancellation at lower right, i@awney signature. Printed at top: John G. Dowpegsident I. W. Hellman,
cashier”. Printer - Britton & Rey, SF. Dark watéain, glue stain, at left edge where documentamnptmay have been. 3.5 x
8.5". The Farmers and Merchants Bank was theificsirporated bank in Los Angeles, founded in 18y Idhn G. Downey and
Isaias W. Hellman, a successful merchant, reateesfgeculator and banker, and brother of Hermanhé&Wman. The Farmers
and Merchants Bank was the oldest bank in SoutBalifornia from 1871 until 1956 when it was mergetb the Security First
National Bank of Los Angeles. The story of the Farsrand Merchants Bank coincides with the developmiLos Angeles,
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particularly in the formative period from 1870 t8QD.

John G. Downey, California’s seventh governor anly foreign-born governor, was born on June 24,7182 County
Roscommon, Ireland. He was educated in the scliddisland, was a druggist by profession, and iA9,ée immigrated to
California during the gold rush craze. Downey beeansuccessful businessman with interests in staleesand cattle ranching.
He prospered in Southern California, where the toidowney is named after him.

Downey entered politics in 1859 when he was eleli¢edenant governor of California. Governor Milt&n Latham resigned
from office on January 14, 1860, and Lieutenant&®oar Downey assumed the governor’s office. Duhisgtenure, work
began on the capitol building in Sacramento, thet@éPacific Railroad Company of California wasned, and the first pony
express rider reached San Francisco. Governor Doweteed the “bulkhead bill,” which would have alled a monopoly
ownership of San Francisco’s waterfront, and tret felegraph line was connected linking the Endtthe West Coasts. The
Civil War started during Downey’s administratiomdathe legislature committed the state’s suppotiiégoUnion. Downey left
office on January 10, 1862, and returned to hisnless interests in Los Angeles County. GovernonJehDowney died on
March 1, 1894, and is buried at the Holy Cross GergeColma, California.

In 1871, with I. W. Hellman, Downey established Beemers and Merchants Bank. Because plans hadcbegleted to bring
the Southern Pacific Railroad to Los Angeles, \ithnch lines out of the city, he foresaw the impoce of communities along
these railways. On his own ranch, he laid out antanmd named the community Downey. The first homg evacted there 1873.
Two years later, Downey had many homes, a hotelctwrches, a school, and a newspaper.

In 1874, he started East Los Angeles, using irphiicity such slogans as “Splendid Home sitesAidf Among his many
other accomplishments were the attracting of mamyigrants to the region, bringing in the first aré® well in the district on
some land near Compton, and being one of the faaraféhe Pioneer Oil Company.

He also helped organize the Los Angeles Chamb€pafmerce (then called the Board of Trade), thersmtorse car line in
the community, and the Los Angeles Public Library.

Downey'’s life was saddened by a terrible railroadident that occurred January 29,1883. He and iféswere on a southbound
train that had stopped at Techachapi Station, theasummit of the Techachapi Mountains. The lociveoras detached and
was taking on water when suddenly the train begandve down the slope, gained momentum, and at gpead plunged into a
ravine below. The old-fashioned stoves and lamp#rseto the cars. More than 20 people died, athéis were crushed and
burned. Among those who lost their lives was Mrewey. For years Downey suffered from nervous shbekdied in his
home in Los Angeles about 10 years later. (bk)yViee. Est. $200-400

John G. Downey (1826-1894) exemplified these early boosters. Born in Ireland, he came to California during
the Gold Rush but made his fortune operating a drugstore in Los Angeles. In 1858 Downey was elected
lieutenant governor of the state and, in 1860, when Milton S. Latham vacated the governorship to take a
U.S. Senate seat (after only five days in office!), Downey became governor-at age 32 the youngest in the
state’s history. He started the town of Downey, subdivided Norwalk and Santa Fe Springs, prospered from
his ranching and real estate interests, and was one of the founders of the Farmers and Merchants Bank, an
important Los Angeles institution. With all these accomplishments, Downey has yet to be the subject of a
full-scale biography.

Downey can be joined by a veritable roll call of businessmen who did their best to transform Los Angeles
from a violent frontier town to an economic and urban center in southern California. Physicians Walter
Lindley (1852-?) and Joseph P. Widney (1841-1938); Judge Benjamin Hayes (1815-1877); bankers William
Workman (1798-1876) and Francis P.F. Temple (1826-1880); real estate developers Andrew Boyle (d. 1871)
and Robert Widney (1838-1929), brother of Joseph; and manufacturer Charles Ducommun (1820-1876) all
saw a future for Los Angeles at a time when the city's population as of 1870 was only 5,700-and at a time
when Los Angeles had a hundred saloons, providing the interesting statistic of one saloon for every 57 men,
women, and children in the city. The story of how these men helped transform Los Angeles is found mainly
in three books that contain biographical information: Remi Nadeau, City-Makers: The Men Who Transformed
Los Angeles from Village to Metropolis (1948); Marco R. Newmark, Jottings in Southern California History
(1955); and Ronald Woolsey, Migrants West: Toward the Southern California Frontier (1996). Nevertheless,
there would seem to be enough resource materials in local archives to reconstruct their life stories

Vi neyard Conpany, consisting of John G Downey, Ben. Dreyfus, of Anaheim and Messrs.
I. W and I. M Hellman, six hundred and eight acres; the remainder is the honestead
of the family of the original proprietor. | understand that it is the intention of
the San Franci sco conmpany to subdivide their portion and offer it for sale at sone
future period. The vineyard has for sone years past been under the nmanagenment of M.
Sai nsevain, and the wine has attained a very favorable reputation. Under the new
regime, which will be under the entire supervision of M. Dreyfus, the | atest
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i mprovenments in the manufacture of wine and brandy will be introduced, and the well -
known reputation of "Cucanpnga" wi |l doubtless be materially enhanced. The price paid
for the vineyard property was, | aminformed, about $35,000. In nmy somewhat extensive
tour through this region, | have nowhere seen a vineyard which presented a finer

appear ance than Cucanobnga. The foliage of the vines was just sufficiently advanced in
growh to present an even surface of delicate green over the whol e extensive area.

Not a weed disfigured the ground, which careful cultivation had rendered al npst as
snmooth and level as a ball-roomfloor. That the new proprietors intend to nake their
val uabl e estate one of the finest properties in California, nust be evident fromthe
fact that they last year planted 40,000 foreign grape vines. There are 160, 000
bearing vines on the place at present. They also planted 1,200 orange, |lenon and |ine
trees, and 3,000 English wal nuts, and will continue to add others fromtine to tine,

t hey having extensive nurseries of young trees upon the property. |n point of natural
beauty of |ocation, Cucanpbnga can successfully dispute the palmw th any estate | have
visited. The finest nountain stream | have seen rushes down fromthe adjacent hills.
The supply of water is anmple for manufacturing purposes, and the fall fromthe road-
front of the estate is sixty feet in one thousand. M. Sansevain, the forner
proprietor, retires frombusiness with a stock of about 30,000 gallons of w ne on
hand. M stay at this point was brief, and my opportunities for observation limted,
but | saw enough to convince nme that the stories which | had heard of the beauty and
fertility of the Cucanpbnga ranch, were by no neans exagger ated. </ p><P>Seventeen niles
from Cucanonga is the delightful city of San <PAGElI NFO><CONTROLPGNO>196</ CONTROLPGNC>

Gov. Downey owned 17,000 acres of choice agricaltiands upon the San Gabriel river. In accordamite plans long
fostered, these lands were put into market in p&raéeasy rates, either for cash or long paymehtese were the first lands
put in the market in this way in Los Angeles countjhe ex-Governor has a magnificent young oramgeegright in the heart of
the city. He says:</p><P>"The cultivation of thamge in California has deservedly attracted muigngon, not only as a
source of profit, but as an adjunct to the beafithe garden, the farm, and the vineyard. Therething that excites the
interest of the refined and cultivated woman--maide housewife--like the orange grove; ever gredmays in fruit or in
blossom; symmetrical in shape, and commandingze and appearance; filling the air with deliciogsfpme; feasting the eye
with its beautiful contrast of deep green leaf,vgwehite blossom, and beautiful golden fruit.</p><Pest our people should be
deterred from extending the cultivation of the gmby the many estimates made of the cost attertidinglanting and care of
an acre, | have been induced to give my views @nittikeresting question, but not because | am tisdial with what has been
said by others. On the contrary, | am pleasedNtiaEvans has entered into details on the subgext,through his article in the
Overland many an intelligent mind will be inducedrvestigate this interest. But facts of historyelation to the orange
orchards of this State should not be overlooked;a@nMr. Evans has been misinformed on some pdintd| be only just to
correct his errors.</p><P>"There never existeddaa ithat the orange would not grow beyond the séxted by the
Franciscan fathers; but in those days, though tivaseplenty of energy and intelligence among then&h pioneers, it was a
difficult undertaking for the ranchero to buildente to protect his orchard from the multitude dfistock that surrounded him,
even to the door of his pueblo home. The fathatsthousands of neophytes at their command, acdrceive an undertaking
was simply to have it done, and quickly. As ardenice John Downey on Oranges

Donahue Family information.

Donahue, Jamesbrother of Peter Donahue; pioneer of April 24498died at his country residence* near Santa Chug. 17,
1862. *Site of Agnew State hospital

Donahue, Jas. Mervyn son of Peter Donahue, and son-in-law of Hon. VWnWallace, was President of the S. F. & North
Pacific Coast R. R., 1887, to March 3, 1890, whemnlied at San Francisco., the place of his bigkda0 years and 10 months.

Donahue, Peter a pioneer of June, 1849; President of the Piand&72-73; of Donahue, Booth & Co., foundry me863-65;
President Omnibus Street R. R. Co., 1865-67; Peasil. F. & North Pacific Coast R. R. Co., 1870fesident S. F. Gas Co.,
1871-73; President of Gas Co., Omnibus Street RdR.and State Investment Insurance Co., 187&ymfast named
companies down to 1880; same and also of Sonomayal R. Co., 1881-83; presented St. Patrick'ei@et Church with a
chime of bells, March 12, 1870; was born in Glasg8eotland, of Irish parents, Jan. 11, 1822; dted a

S. F., Nov. 26, 1885; left an estate appraise®AtaB,312.

Donahue, Mrs. Annie widow of Peter Donahue, and sister of the lat&ex. John G. Downey, died Dec. 12, 1896; a naifve

Castlesampson County Roscommon of Ireland, agetuiéral from St. Mary's Cathedral. Mrs. D. leftast estate. See
Supplement.
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Taughmaconnell-born US
Governor honoured in California

Deirdre Verney

SOME 116 years after his
death, Taughmaconnell’s
most famous son, Governor
John Gately Downey, has been
honoured in the US city that
bears his name.

Hot on the heels of the
launch of a monument in his
birthplace back in October,
Downey City in California,
home to over 100,000 peo-
ple, has followed suit unveil-
ing a bronze bust dedicated to
their founding father, the first
foreign-born Governor of the
state yesterday (Tuesday).

The statue, which sits in
front of Downey City Hall,
honours the legacy of the Ros-
common man who was the
Governor of California from
1860 to 1862 at the tender age
of 32. The sculpture was pro-
duced using the same mould
as the one created by Mayo-
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the unveiling by US Ambassa-
dor Dan Rooney and his wife
Patricia in Taughmaconnell
village in mid-October. Funds
for the US sculpture came
from the city’s Art in Public
Places fund.

Born in the townland of
Castlesampson back in 1827,
Downey left Ireland at the
age of 14 for the United States
where he made his new life
with his family in LA.

Within two decades, he rose
through the ranks of business,
local and state government to
become the first foreign-born
Governor of the third largest

state in America and most

populous from 1860 to 1862.
In a remarkable life, he was

.. also a successful business-

man, cattle rancher and one
of the chief founders of the
Farmers and Merchants Bank
and the University of Southern
California.

Interestingly, the cur-

Schwarzenegger is only the
second foreign Governor of
the state and in a tribute back
in October, he said John G
Downey from Co Roscommon
had “opened up opportunities
for immigrants in our Golden
State” but had always, despite
his remarkable achievements
in business and politics “re-
mained proud of his home
and his roots”.

Speaking to the Westmeath
Independent this week,
Micheal Moore, Chairperson
of Taughmaconnell Heritage
and Historical Society, who
spearheaded the local cam-
paign for a mopument in the
village, said the group was de-
lighted that Governer Downey
was receiving further recogni-
tion in his adopted home.

“It’s nice only months after
our own event,” he pointed
out. “It’s another compliment
for Castlesampson and Taugh-
maconnell.

at the unveiling by Gene
O’Sullivan from Kiltoom who
has been out there for many
years.”

In correspondence with |
the group, Mario A. Guerra, a |
member of the council in the |
City of Downey, said that one |
of his initiatives as Mayor last |
year was to enhance publicart |
in the city, and on foot of the
Taughmaconnell unveiling,
he asked staff to look into the |
possibility of getting a similar
monument.

“I thought it would be great .

to have the only two statues
of John Downey in his birth-
place and the other in the city
named after him... We are
proud of our legacy here in
Downey.”

The City of Downey was
named in the Roscommon
man’s honour in 1873.

He died on March 1 1894
and is buried at the Holy Cross |

Cemeterv in Colma. Califor- |
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THE WEgTMEATH

Taughamaconnell monument to
remember Californian governor

October 2010

1842, Roscommon, a young man leaves a small town in Roscommon to seek a better life,
like so many did, in America.

The young John Gately Downey could not have known then what life would have in store
for him, that he would become Governor of California, or that 167 years after his
departure from Ireland and more than a century after his death, a monument would be
erected in his honour, in his home town of Taughmaconnell.

Minister for Housing and Local Services, Michael Finneran this week confirmed that
funding has been secured for the erection of a monument to Governor John Gately
Downey in Taughmaconnell, County Roscommon. Minister Finneran said that the
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government had committed to
providing half the funding required for the monument which would cost some €11,000,
the rest of the money has been provided by the Taughmaconnell Historical Society, with
the assistance of Roscommon County Council.

T"'m delighted to confirm that my Department will be able to provide this funding to
allow the erection of this important monument to one of Roscommon"s greatest sons, Mr.
John Gately Downey, former Governor of California'. Minister Finneran was
accompanied by local County Councillor, Trevor Finneran MCC and Chairman of
Taughmaconnell Historical Society, and local resident, Mr. Michéal Moore.

Minister Finneran said: 'The City of Downey, California is named in John G. Downey"s
honor, and a monument has been erected in Governor Downey"s honour there for some
time, it"s only right that he should now be honoured in his birth place'.

John Gately Downey, (1827-1894), was born in Roscommon but moved to Maryland,
America as a 14-year-old, however it was when he followed the goldrush to California
that he really made his name and eventually became the first foreign born Governor of
California in 1860. It"s interesting to note that the current Governor Mr. Arnold
Schwarzenegger is only the second foreign Governor of the state.
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